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Fleet Street Isn’t Dead, and 
Art is Alive in Fell’s Point

By Christy Thorndill
In April, I wrote an article which upset some 

local residents. No, not the one you’re thinking. 
I received an angry text from Luann Carra, a 

long-time Fleet Street resident and proprietor 
of Luann Carra Art & Wellness. She just happens 
to live and work on the same block that was 
vacated by The Art Gallery of Fell’s Point in their 
surprising move to Hampden.

“Why are you writing up a business that’s 
leaving Fell’s Point, when there are so many 
amazing businesses here, and new ones 
opening?” Carra asked.

Good point, Luann.  The Fell’s Pointer will now 
list the monthly Fell’s Point Art Loop. Thanks!

Luann also wanted to remind neighbors 
to venture up above the markets this year, 
especially as the waterfront gets crowded with 
tourists. There are many local and international 
boutiques, restaurants, bars, galleries and 
services on Fleet St. and Eastern Ave. Grab a 
pint and hear some music at Luann’s favorite, 
1919 - “the best dive bar in Baltimore”. Eat great 
comfort food at Ale Mary’s or enjoy a gourmet 
dinner at Peter’s Pub.

The Fell’s Point Art Loop, a returning local 
tradition, is the second Saturday of every month 
from 2:00pm-5:00pm at galleries and artist’s 
studios around the neighborhood. Receive an 
Art Loop map and enjoy free gallery openings 
with refreshments, music, demonstrations and 
interactive art. Starting this summer, complete a 
monthly scavenger hunt to win prizes and earn 
discounts at local shops and restaurants.

>> Luann Carra Art & Wellness 
1918 Fleet St. - Gallery with Luann’s 
mosaics, paintings, etc; and small-
group Yoga Classes.
>> Fell’s Point Frame Shop - 
1922 Fleet St.
>> Kaya Furniture Design - 
1900 Fleet St. - Custom furniture 
artist Shlomi Abukassis also runs a 
local gallery, featuring ceramics by 
Vicki McComas, paintings by late 
artist Charlie Newton, and more. 
>> The Alchemy of Art - 1637 
Eastern Ave. - Artist Sheridan Costa 
runs an eclectic art gallery and 
upstairs residences in a historic 
nunnery.
>> Layer 3 Collective - 1724 
Aliceanna St. - Tattoos, fine art, 
jewelry art and fashion design.
>> Justin Winkel Gallery - 1715 
Aliceanna St.
>> Cafe Latte Da - 1704 
Aliceanna St: coffee shop with food 
and pastries, art shows & events.
>> Saratoga Trunk Antiques - 
1740 Aliceanna St. - Antiques and 
gallery run by artist Vicki McComas.
>> Emporia Collagia - 1732 
Thames St. - Gallery and unique 
shop run by collage artist and 
graphic designer Luana Kaufman.

GOT DUCKS? What to do 
when you find ducks in your 

sallyport or sewer, page 2

TIP 1: Don’t hold a bird in one hand like this 
and take selfies unless you are an experienced bird 
handler. Baby birds are delicate and can’t fly so 
they will get hurt if you drop them or squeeze them 
too hard. Use two hands, or snuggle them gently 
against your chest like an infant and they will relax.

-Crabcakes
-Shrimp Po’Boy 

Sliders
-Chicken Kabobs

-Beef & Lamb 
Meatballs

-Chicken Pesto 
Flatbreads

-Hummus
-Spinach Pie

-Grape Leaves
-Tzatziki

-Margherita 
Flatbreads

-Salad
-Dessert

 Enjoy This Delicious Buffet!

* Thanks to Mezze for donating the food! *

Support local news . . . 
 * PARTY FOR * 

* THE ‘POINTER ! *
* THIS WEEKEND! *

Sunday July 30, 6-9pm
R.S.V.P. please, so we know how 

much food to make! Call/text 443-865-0181.  
> The Fell’s Pointer’s < 

3rd FUNDRAISER DINNER!
* Last Chance for our Earlybird Special *

* Buy your ticket by July 27 and get a * 
* FREE * $10 Mezze/Tavern Gift Card! *

Buffet Dinner & Party at Mezze & 
Fell’s Point Tavern, 1606 Thames St. 

*  TICKETS $30 or 2/$50 *
AVAILABLE FROM:

-Jabali, 737 S. Bond St, 8am-2pm 
-Mezze, 1606 Thames St, 4-10pm
-Christy: 443-865-0181 Please also 
call if you’d like to donate but can’t attend.

Update: The Square & Dead Trees
On Tuesday, I made my third call to D.O.T.’s 

phone number posted on their “Neighborhoods 
First” sign to ask what was going on.  This month, 
the eight inner trees have died and now have 
been removed, and the other twelve are wilted. 

I called twice the first week of June, before 
my three-week vacation, to report that the trees 
were wilting day by day. D.O.T. said their guys 
were on it.  I wished I had my late Stepfather Russ 
there, who was a horticulturalist (plant scientist) 
with the UMD Extension Service. Russ would 
have given his credentials and then explained 
very slowly how those trees were suffering from 
the deadly “lack of water disease,” -- thank God 
a curable horticulture problem.

Three weeks later,  the inner trees were dead 
and browned. The outer trees were wilted. Last 
week, the dead trees were removed.
> What happened to the trees?

This week, I called and spoke with Project 
Manager Paul Goldbeck to get an update. 
According to him, the trees are watered twice 
daily via an underground system. He says the 
inner trees died from “stress” because they are 
a “sensitive species.” They were Oaks, a large 
canopy tree that the neighborhood requested. 

D.O.T.’s landscape architects say the other 
trees may lose their leaves but are hardier and 
will probably bounce back.

> Will the trees be replaced?
Yes, according to Paul Goldbeck 

they will be replaced in October or 
November, a better time of year for 
planting trees, after the Fun Fest.
> Will the Square be open in 
time for Fun Fest in October?

Paul says yes, though some work 
like the tree planting will take place 
later in the fall. The granite and brick 
installation starts this week.

Let’s envision a successful Fun 
Fest this year, and those large Oak 
canopy trees sheltering Broadway 
Square 100 years from now.

RIP Andre Plattner
Though he moved to Brooklyn, NY a 
few years ago to work on a ‘passive 
house’ brownstone renovation, and died 
on vacation in Europe,  Andre, known 
to many as “Swiss Andy”, wanted his 
memorial to be in Fell’s Point.  Andy grew 
up in Basel and worked at the Admiral 
Fell Inn for many years. Nancy Caudill 
remembers him as “the quintessential 
European: smart, creative, hardworking 
. . . he could do anything.”

Thanks to the ‘Pointer Volunteers:
Christy Thorndill (Editor/Designer), 
Alex Dominguez (Editor), Jacquie Greff 
(Distribution Manager) & Our Delivery Crew
Thanks to Our Sponsors: Duda’s, 
Tenpachi Salon, Mezze & Fell’s Point Tavern

Walk the Art Loop!
Saturday August 12, 2-5 pm
& Monthly on 2nd Saturdays

FB:   FellsPointArtLoop
ART LOOP PARTICIPANTS:

Last Chance for our online survey
‘4/20 At The Sagamore Pendry’: 
Offensive or Funny?  Ends 7/31:

surveymonkey.com/r/H2CGWC3



(Left) Mama duck waits with the other spectators in hopes 
the Firemen will save her babies, who all fell in the sewer. 
(Right) Lt. Meadowcroft jumps in and catches one duckling, 
but the rest are scared and run deeper into the sewer. Do 
you see anything in this pic that might scare tiny babies?
TIP 3: Ducklings will run away as fast as their tiny little legs 
will carry them. However, they are tiny oblivious newborns so 
they are fairly easy to catch if you can  chase or corner them. 
TIP 4: Strategize in advance. Block off likely hiding places 
and escape routes if possible. Have a container handy. 
Tip 5: Most wild animals are intimidated by groups of 
larger animals chasing or surrounding them, including the 
neighborhood paparazzi, and also by loud noises like music, 
firetrucks, generators, and hydraulic tools.  These guys were 
all well-meaning but also totally loud and scary.

(Left) Thrown into the job of duck handler, EVD 
Matt Coster does it right, carefully yet securely 
cradling the duckling with two hands. None of the 
others will come out, though we can hear them. 
(Right) After a few minutes’ discussion, the baby 
is given to Mom, who has moved across Broadway, 
between the parking and the construction fence. 
TIP 6: Wild animals are quick to cut their losses 
and go for survival of the fittest. Mom is thrilled 
to get one baby back and does not wait for the 
others. She and lucky baby #1 head for the water.
(Far Right) Mom and baby can’t get through the 
construction fences, so they have to go around, 
waddling at a hustle down the belgian block street 
across from Admiral Fell Inn, as I obstruct traffic.

TIP 7: If the ducklings are with Mom, don’t interfere. 
Mama duck knows where the water is.  and the babies 
will follow. Stop traffic, bikes, etc to help them cross 
roads and avoid obstacles like sewers and dogs. Stay at 
a respectful distance so you don’t scare them.
(Left) Caprice Carter of Insomnia Cookies ushers 
the ducks across Thames Street, while I keep back the 
people and cars. The tiny duckling can barely climb up 
the tall curb and falls three times before he makes it. 
One driver is mad he has to wait.
(Right) Mom leads her baby across Broadway Pier to 
the water, right next to the Water Taxi. 
(Below left)  The water is splashing three feet below, 
and Mama jumps right in. Baby hesitates only a few 
seconds, then jumps too and the ducks swim off together.

Photos and Article By Christy Thorndill
If you live in Fell’s Point long enough, you or someone 

you know is going to find baby ducks in trouble. Adult 
ducks build nests in out-of-the-way places near water 
(bushes, courtyards, etc).  Ducklings hatch and then have to 
follow Mom on foot (they can’t fly yet) through an urban 
environment to the water. 

The ducklings in this story fell down a sewer grate while 
crossing Shakespeare St. Sometimes one will get separated 
from the group, and on their own they are helpless. 

You also may find lost ducklings in your yard, sallyport, etc, 
because sometimes not all the eggs hatch the same day, and 
Mom may head off to the water with most of the kids and 
abandon the last egg or two to hatch unattended.

TIP 2: One way to get ducks 
out of the sewer is to call the 
Fire Department. True public 
servants, these guys don’t just 
show up for cats in trees. 
(Right) After a few failed 
tries, the Firemen engineer 
a hydraulic lever and use 
both teamwork and brawn 
to lift the sewer grate, which 
must weigh about 1000lbs.  
Thanks to the BCFD duck 
rescue team: Lt. Meadowcroft, 
EVD Matt Coster, EVD Brian 
Parks, EMT FF Steven Stone.

Dramatic Duckling Rescue, Plus 10 Duck Rescue Tips Every ‘Pointer Should Know

. . . But wait, what happened to the other babies that 
were stilll in the sewer? Sadly, they were heard, but 
not seen. The Firemen removed other manhole covers 
nearby, waited, failed to catch one again, and then had 
to go fight fires or something and everyone left.
Caprice, who works right next to that sewer, still 
wanted to help. She was trying to build a ramp so 
the ducklings could climb out of the sewer on their 
own, which was smart. I went home and got her some 
other materials, and also a rubbermaid bin with a lid 
and a soft towel inside as a temporary duck terrarium.
TIP 8: It’s easiest to catch wildlife if you make a trap 
and wait for them to come to you. 
(Right) An hour or so later, Caprice called me: “I got 
one!!” . . . and in the bin was lucky baby #2.  Yay!!!

TIP 10: If you have 
to keep the duck for 
more than a few hours, 
it’s ideal to feed it, but 
it will not eat birdseed 
or bread. It will eat  
mealworms, sold dried 
at Meyer Seed on 
Caroline St. Don’t give 
ducklings a pool of 
water; they haven’t 
developed the feather 
oils that help them shed 
water and they get cold 
easily when wet.

TIP 9: Caught an orphan duckling without its Mom? Don’t let it go in the 
wild, and don’t try to raise it yourself. For the best survival odds, take it to the 
wildlife experts ASAP for a duckie foster care and release program. Other ducks with 
babies will not adopt a stray duckling, so even though we’d seen duckie #2’s Mom just 
hours before, at this point it was too late to return the baby to her, so it was an orphan.
I started asking neighbors for a ride to the Phoenix Wildlife Center because I don’t have a car. 
I went into Wanderlust Kids to ask owner Kimberly Upchurch, and her husband volunteered 
to take the kids for a field trip, and drop off the orphan duck for fostering and release.  
The kids cried because they fell in love with the duckie and wanted to keep it.  Awww.

Where to take orphaned ducks (call first):
Phoenix Wildlife Center   (410) 628-9736 

14530 Manor Rd, Phoenix, MD
In Baltimore County about 1 hr N of the city.

phoenixwildlifecentermd.org
This is a great nonprofit wildlife rescue and sanctuary, 
and they always appreciate your donations if you want 
to make a difference for injured and orphaned wildlife.

TIP 1 (from front): Don’t try to hold a bird and take selfies unless you’re an expert.


