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Patio Party! THURS JUNE 1

The Fell’s Pointer’s Summer
Fundraiser Dinner at Mezze
and The Fell’s Point Tavern
You’re Invited! Thursday June 1, 6 - 9 pm

Mezze/Fell’s Point Tavern: 1606 Thames St
Your ticket includes a delicious buffet dinner and
our indoor/outdoor party in two beautiful sideby-side venues and their shady outdoor courtyard.
There will be live acoustic music in the Tavern.
(TBA) and quiet space for conversation in Mezze.
Cash bars. Raffle of great stuff and Gift Cards from
local businesses! Advance Tickets: $30 or 2/$50
on sale starting May 1 at Jabali or the Bar at Mezze.

Menu: Enjoy This Tempting Buffet!
-Hummus
-Crabcakes
-Spinach Pie
-Shrimp Po’Boy
-Grape Leaves
Sliders
-Tzatziki
-Chicken Kabobs
-Margherita
-Beef & Lamb
Flatbreads
Meatballs
-Salad
-Chicken Pesto
-Dessert
Flatbreads

Thanks so much to Mezze & The Tavern
for generously donating the food for our Fundraiser!

The Fell’s Point Farmer’s Market
Moves to Harbor Point
Due to the construction on the Square, the Fell’s Point
Farmer’s Market won’t technically be in Fell’s this year
-- it will be around the corner in the new ‘Harbor Point’
neighborhood.
The 2017 Fell’s Point Farmer’s Market will be located
on the surface-level parking lot at 950 S. Caroline St, the
lot on the street side of the Exelon Builiding.
The Farmer’s Market will be open Saturdays, 7:30am-12:30pm, from May 6 - November 18. As usual, it will
be a producers-only market, featuring local growers,
bakers, chefs, artisans -- and of course the real nutrients
of Fell’s Point: live music, local coffee, and booze. Or, for
the healthy morning people: yoga, bodywork, juices,
kombucha and veggies.

4/20 at The Sagamore Pendry

Here’s our man-on-the-street report from local waiter/
barista Harold Dams, who snuck into the Pendry’s exclusive
opening party last Thursday:
“When the Sagamore Pendry threw their Grand
Opening Black-Tie Gala on 4/20, I just had to sneak in. I
heard it was invitation only and I was like ‘Bitch, no one
uninvites Harold Dams, I’m the real Fell’s Point!’
So I smoked a bunch and then just walked in like I
owned the place. No one stopped me to ask for my
invitation and I made it down the long, dark entry hallway.
They almost caught me with that trippy infinity mirror,
but I pulled myself together and went into the restaurant.
I have some friends who work there, so I knew that
guests renting rooms at the hotel were invited; I just told
the staff I was staying there, they thought I must be the
kid of someone rich and important. They really treated
me like a king, they were so nice and kept feeding me all
this expensive rye whiskey and I got so drunk. (cont. right)

(Above) We just had to bring back this cartoon by the late FP cartoonist
Maria Cavacos. Her cartoon about the plans for renewing Broadway Square,
originally published in March 2016, shows a much different vision than that
depicted in the landscape architect’s most recent rendering (Below)
Maria’s cartoon pokes fun at the neighborhood’s reaction to proposals for
multiple kiosks
and a “water
feature.”
The tagline
gripes about
the lengthy
process. A year
later, the longawaited plan
for Broadway
Square looks
much like the
former Square,
but with two
flower beds, and
more lamps.
I heard an
employee at
Max’s complain
that business
was suffering
from the way
the construction
fence impedes
cross-square
visibility and foot
traffic, and that
residents had
actually blocked
local businesses’
attempts to
post signs on
the construction
fences to
help potential
customers find
things during
the mess.
4/20 at the SP (cont.) A couple of my friends working the event
were like ‘Dude, WTF are you doing here?’ but I told them not to blow
my cover and the rest of the staff totally bought it.
I can’t even remember what kinds of whiskey I tasted, I was so drunk,
but it was really good and one bottle came from this special glass cabinet
up high. I was like, that’s the really expensive stuff.
Then I went out in front of the hotel and ended up in a high-security
area near Kevin Plank or someone important who had seven security
guards. His Security noticed that I was wearing scruffy clothes and wasn’t
all formal, and they were about to kick me out, but the important guy
was like ‘Let him stay, he’s with me.’ He asked about my book, then he
said: ‘I should go into business with you.’ Then I met the Mayor, the
Governor, famous actors . . . at the end I got hungry and asked them for
something to eat, and they gave me some pizza. It was amazing.”

The Fell’s Pointer is a 100% volunteer
neighborhood publication funded by
donations from residents and businesses.

Thanks so much to our generous
sponsors: Duda’s, Tenpachi Salon,
Mezze and Fell’s Point Tavern.

The Art Gallery of Fell’s
Point moves to Hampden

By Christy Thorndill

This month, Fell’s Point lost an arts community
institution: The Art Gallery of Fell’s Point. This
artist’s co-op with 18 members runs a gallery
featuring an eclectic mix of paintings, sculpture,
prints, jewelry and cards. Many remember the
Gallery from its Thames Street location near
the Daily Grind, now home to a Smoothie King.
Some remember its first location on Broadway.
A few years ago, the Art Gallery’s Thames
St building was sold. The new landlord allowed
them to finish their lease; then doubled the
rent, making the space unaffordable for the
artists’ co-op. Last year, the co-op moved The
Gallery to 1926 Fleet Street, and after a year
there, decided to move The Art Gallery of Fell’s
Point to . . . the Avenue in Hampden.
“Fleet Street has no foot traffic, and we were
looking for a place with activity and tourists,
more similar to our former Broadway and
Thames St locations,” said co-op member
Wendy Harris. “We weren’t able to afford a
place like that anymore in Fell’s Point, so after
expanding our search we decided on The
Avenue in Hampden.”
The gallery’s revised name, “The Art Gallery
of Fell’s Point on The Avenue,” still pays homage
to our beloved neighborhood. Their decision
to move out of Fell’s says something about
the effects of recent gentrification on the
neighborhood’s businesses. When mixed-use
spaces get replaced with upscale housing and
offices, and artists and small businesses can no
longer afford rent, the only viable commercial
tenants become high-volume franchises and
high-end shops, dining and services. It’s sad, Hon.
The Art Gallery of Fell’s Point on The
Avenue opened April 9th at 825 W. 36th
St. Summer hours are TH-SUN 2pm-8pm,
and this will expand in the future. The co-op
is accepting applications from new artists who
wish to become members.
The Art Gallery of Fell’s Point on The
Avenue will host their Grand-Opening Art
Reception on Sunday May 25 from 1-4pm.
More information: Facebook: @agfphampden,
or call Wendy Harris: 443-708-4408.

Happenings:

• Community Workshops to answer
questions and listen to community
voices regarding the proposed Business
Improvement District (BID) extension
into Fell’s Point. The BID would provide
numerous cleaning, landscaping and safety
services which have been of concern to local
business owners and residents; funds would be
generated by a property-value based tax on
commercial properties, and the exact blocks
covered are still TBD:
• Tuesday April 25th 8:30-10:00am at
Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell St
• Wednesday May 3rd   7:00-8:30pm at
Brown Advisory, 901 South Bond Street
• Historic Harbor House Tour: May 14,
(Mother’s Day) 11am-5pm $20adv/$25Day Of;
Tix at: www.preservationsociety.com

Fell’s Point Main Street:
What Do They Really Do?
By George Frazier

I spoke with Joy Giordano, now in her fifth
year as Executive Director of Fell’s Point Main
Street.We sat at a large conference table in her
beautifully-renovated office space above the
old Comfort Station, 1632 Aliceanna Street, and
talked about Fell’s Point Main Street’s mission,
responsibilities and challenges.
Funding: FPMS receives $25,000 annually
from Baltimore Development Corporation
which it must match with its own fundraising.
Along with this obligation, Joy is charged with
the far-flung mission “to promote, strengthen
and revitalize the commercial district for
businesses and residents alike… then help the
community identify proven solutions for the
growth-related problems we are now facing.”
Fundraising to sustain itself is priority one.
Whatever resources remain can serve the
mission quoted above. One could argue that
putting on the Fun Festival and Privateer
Festival, the two main sources of FPMS revenue,
serves both the community and to sustain the
organization. There is, however, much debate
about this conclusion. The bulk of the crowds
don’t leave the street to enter a business and
the retail businesses suffer the most. After
giving over the Preservation society’s guaranty
from the Fun Festival, FPMS can clear the
remainder of the net proceeds. Managing the
Privateer Festival has no such obligation.
I requested a copy of the annual report
showing the year’s balance sheet twice, but
Joy did not provide one. Transparency is a
problem with the organization that still does
not have more than a stick man representation
on its web site which still has the old address
on Broadway and a Face Book page that
provides a mission statement and little else.
This, one would think, has a dissuading effect
on volunteerism and community engagement.
Other annual obligations of FPMS are to
provide assistance to the Fell’s Point Farmer’s
Market, managed by Merritt Dworkin with
support funding from Larry Silverstein, and
The Fell’s Point Second Sunday Antique
Market managed by Denise Whitman. Due to
construction on Broadway Square, The Fell’s
Point Second Sunday Antique Market will be
relocated to the Broadway Pier. (cont. right)

Thanks to the ‘Pointer Crew
Christy Thorndill (Editor-In-Chief/
Writer/Design), Alex Dominguez
(Writer/Editor), George
Frazier (Writer), Jacquie Greff
(Distribution & Web Manager) &
Our Team Of Delivery Volunteers!!
Contact: 443-865-0181
FB: TheFellsPointer

Main Street (cont.)

Joy said the accomplishments
she was most proud of in her five
year tenure at FPMS are keeping
food trucks out of Fell’s Point
and building a strong working
relationship with city agencies to
establish cooperation that had
previously been frustrated by
various community groups holding
divergent points of view.
The day of my interview, Joy’s
cell phone was going off every five
minutes. It was crisis-management
time: working between Zeke
Cohen’s office and Waterfront
Partnership to schedule two
community meetings regarding
the new Benefits District Proposal
for Fell’s Point that everyone was
concerned about (see Happenings)
Joy’s office is often called into play
as a go-between on community
issues and city agencies. With few
resources (no intern this year), the
office can be flooded by the issue
of the moment, thus pushing off
important matters like developing
a functioning web site or acting
on the promised follow-ups to
merchant inquiries.
This may be a situation of too
much for one person to do. The
Fell’s Point Main Street Board
might want to take a hard look
at the mechanism of funding the
FPMS that may be hindering the
stated mission of the organization.
A smaller, more locally-sourced
Fun Festival and more Board
responsibility in fundraising might
be a good start.

Lutheran Mission Donation Shop Needs Some Help
By George Frazier

The Lutheran Mission Society Fell’s Point
Compassion Center recently marked its 50th
Anniversary at 1706 Eastern Avenue. This is a
mostly-volunteer operation whose proceeds
go right back into the Fell’s Point Community
through their ministry outreach.

In browsing the shop, I noticed
a need for more hip clothing to
appeal to the broader audience
of Fell’s Point today. Pastor Don
Marcellino said there was talk
of expanding business hours
to 5:00pm, and he had hopes of
finding a fashion-minded young
woman to transform their large
show window on Eastern Avenue.
This could be a great shop with
a good dose of cooler inventory
from your de-cluttering, but they
need your help. Relieve your
closets of the bulge and donate
your used items.
Drop
by
10:00am-3:00pm
Tuesday-Saturday. They can turn
over your old stuff to do good.
Soon, you might be browsing the
shop yourself!
(Left) The Mission Shop 40 years ago

