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Please, BUY YOUR
TICKET BY SAT. 2/25!

Help Penny Black order just enough
food to make us all Fat on Tuesday!

This party is RSVP Only!!!
Tix are onsale now at Jabali
and Penny Black!

The
‘Pointer’s

Mardi Gras
Fundraiser
Party!

Tuesday, February 28
from 6:00-9:00pm
at Penny Black
Let The Good Times Roll at
a “locals-only” celebration with
the Fell’s Pointer
Crew! Your $45
Ticket includes
buffet dinner with
cajun specials
and Penny Black’s
neighborhood
favorites, plus a
donation to

The Fell’s Pointer.

Bring cash for
drinks and our
local raffle!

Thanks to the
Fell’s Pointer Crew!
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Leah Antonas
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CONSTRUCTION:
Broadway Square
Just before press time, the
construction crew showed up to
start fencing off Broadway Square.
I spoke with Emilio, one of
the workers, who said all the
machinery will be kept inside
the fences, leaving the parking
spaces open during construction.
The work may take 9 months to
complete, although the crew may
be able to work longer daily hours
and complete the job sooner.

HandleBar Cafe Provides
Yummy Food & Welcome
Hub for the Baltimore
Bicycling Community

By Christy Thorndill

Featuring “Bites, Brews, And Bikes,” the
recently-opened HandleBar Cafe at 511 S.
Caroline St is a cyclist-friendly venue featuring
indoor bike parking, a restaurant serving
breakfast, lunch, and dinner, espresso drinks,
and a bar. Plus, there’s a bike shop that sells,
builds and repairs all types of bikes. Ride on
down on the Caroline Street bike lane, and
hang your bike on the indoor rack!
The Cafe is the brainchild of Mark Fitzgerald
and his wife Marla Streb, a pro mountain biker
who originally hails from Baltimore. Streb
retired from her science career at age 28 to go
pro on her mountain bike. Marla spent the next
two decades winning two worlds and three
national championships, and earning spots on
magazine covers, in an IMAX movie, and in the
Mountain Bike Hall of Fame. Somehow, along
the way, she and Mark also raised some kids.
Now that Marla is a 52-year old hardcore
athlete, the couple decided to start a business
doing something more relaxing: you know,
like building out an entire commercial
space, polishing the concrete floors, building
countertops and furniture, and then running a
restaurant and bike shop seven days a week.
You don’t even have to see the naked bike
pictures to know these guys are in good shape.
Like many pros, Marla and Mark also have a
great team. Local co-owner Seth Barkman is
also a part-owner of MiY Home on Eastern
Ave, above which he lives. All the HandleBar

Photo By Christy Thorndill

Spring days are made for bike rides and patio
dining at the HandleBar Cafe!
employees are cyclists themselves, including
Chef Chris Marquis and custom wheelbuilder Tommy Barse, who has a shop upstairs.
HandleBar is proud to provide bike parking and
showers for their employees to encourage bike
commuting and a healthy, car-free lifestyle.
We don’t have an office with a shower, but
two of the Fell’s Pointer staff, myself and George
Frazier, are bike commuters.We love this area’s
convenience for riding instead of driving!
(continued)

Broadway Market
Advisory Group

By George Frazier

The Broadway Market Advisory Group is
composed of five Fell’s Point area residents
assembled to represent the overall interests of
the local residential and business community
with the city. The Broadway Market Advisory
Group is: Marty Bement, who owns Tailor Row
on Broadway and will engage the Upper Fells
Point Association; Cathy Sidowski, who owns
Freesia on Thames Street and will stay in touch
with Main Street; Jacquie Greff of Tonal Vision,
who sponsors the series “Fells Point at Risk”
and will meet with the Fell’s Point Resident’s
Organization; Nancy Caudill, who will report
to the Fell’s Point Community Organization;
and George Frazier, who will represent the
group at Douglass Place meetings. Baltimore
Development Group and the Baltimore Public
Markets Corporation have agreed to meet
this group on an as-needed basis, as long it is
supported by the community.
(continued)

Buy Local in Fells Point......
Walking There

Photos By Christy Thorndill
(above) MiY Home uses a variety of

colorful planters to draw attention to
their Eastern Avenue storefront. Behind
the facade are four full floors of home
goods and a patio department.
(below) Speaking of colorful, the huge
bicycling mural on the Fleet-Street-facing
side of The HandleBar Cafe brightens up
the entire block. Look for it as you cross
the intersection of Fleet St. & Caroline St.

By George Frazier

MiY Home - 1605 Eastern Ave

Modern Furnishings for Urban Interiors
and Exteriors
Hours: M-F 12:00n-7:00pm / SAT 10:00am7:00pm / SUN 10:00am-5:00pm
MiY Home, est. 2015, is owned by Michael
Wright, Seth Barkman, Omar Semidey, and
Scott Oliphant. Three of the store’s four
owners are Fell’s Point residents.
MiY stands for “Mine is Yours.” This means
that all the furnishings are personally-approved
by the four owners, or used in decorating
their own homes. They strive “to determine
a contemporary Modern style of small frame
furniture options for our urban Baltimore
homes.”
MiY has four floors of furnishings which
include bedding, art, rugs, accessories and
lighting. Plus, there is a huge deck with a
wide range of outdoor furniture, fire pits, and
umbrellas.

Police Horse Station in
Park Would Increase
Safety, Opportunity

By Leah Antonas

I have a big idea for the safety of our
neighborhood. I propose moving the police
horses to Patterson Park, considering the
amount of acreage.
Horses are required to have one acre per
horse. Patterson Park has 153 acres of land.
I think it would be great to fence off and
build a barn there for the police horses and get
together with Living Classrooms to have the
children learn how to care for them.
This would mean that Baltimore City could
have another small, yet perfectly-located Police
Station. A police officer could be there 24
hours a day with cameras monitoring the horse
facility. You could probably charge a few dollars
for tours.
I’ve lived in Fells Point for well over twenty
years. Years ago, the mounted police used to
come down through the streets of Fell’s Point
every weekend, and on the Holidays that attract
a lot of partiers, to keep our area safe.
I don’t feel safe anymore, because there isn’t
enough police presence. In addition, I hear
more and more of crimes happening in Canton,
and at the Parks, by groups of bad children,
and others. Bringing back the mounted police
patrols would be good for everyone.
I believe the police horses would have
beautiful grounds to explore at Patterson Park,
and would be safe there because of the police.
It would also be convenient for the police
to mount the horses and ride them down to
Canton, Fell’s Point and the Patterson Park
area.
I also believe this would benefit the Living
Classrooms children. For children, interacting
with and caring for horses has therapeutic
benefits, and also teaches responsibility. It may
also give insight to some who may be interested
in a future with horses or with the Baltimore
Police Department!
Let’s get more police force in our
neighborhoods and the problems off the
streets. Help us feel safe again!

HandleBar Cafe

- continued from front
When I arrived to interview Mark, he
immediately proceeded to the top of a 16-foot
stepladder carrying a 10-foot long chalkboard
that must weigh 100 pounds, while Seth
Barkman (who is fortunately very tall) held
the other edge above his head at arm’s length
and a third co-worker monkeyed on top of
the partition wall. For these guys, it’s all just
another day of work, but I decided to watch
their acrobatics instead of the pro cyclists on tv,
and delay the interview until they came down.
Meanwhile, I got to sample some yucca
fries and a spicy-delicious roasted cauliflower
appetizer, cooked in HandleBar’s woodfire
pizza oven. They also serve a variety of mouthwatering burritos and Mexican dishes. You can
get amped on local Vigilante Coffee or relax
with craft brews on tap or a mezcal cocktail.
There’s also a kids’ corner with a great
chalkboard, and the Cafe has a garage-style
door that opens onto the outdoor seating, so
in nice weather you can ride your bike right in!
Those visiting from the North can
conveniently ride down the new Caroline
Street bike lane, which runs all the way from
Fayette Street to the Fell’s Point waterfront,
and neatly bypasses the construction and traffic
debacle otherwise known as Harbor East.
Besides improvements to the Caroline Street
and Central Avenue bike corridors, Seth cites
a pickup in the number of foot pedestrians
and cyclists using Eastern Avenue, as more
businesses, better lighting, and the added bike
lanes have made the area feel safer.
Mark also mentions patrons riding into the
Cafe on bikes from as far as Columbia, Towson,
and Harford County. He points out that the
suburban athletes who ride in and park their
bikes here often proceed into Fell’s Point on
foot, to shop, eat, and drink at other local
businesses before heading home.
HandleBar Cafe’s plans for the future include
regular bike rides beginning and ending at the
cafe, suitable for different ages and levels of
riders. They are excited to provide a social hub
for Baltimore’s growing cycling community.
Editor’s Note: Though I do recommend
actually visiting the HandleBar Cafe, if you live
in the neighborhood, you can also order hot
pizza and cold beer, delivered to you by bicycle!

Broadway Market
Advisory Group

- continued from front
Broadway Market Advisory
Group’s first meeting with
representatives from the two
city entities was held on Feb.
14 at the Lexington Market
offices of Baltimore Public
Markets Corporation.
Group
members represented the general
community consensus that a real
food market be included in the
use. I believe they heard us, but
the take-away from this meeting
was the Request for Proposal
document that dictates the
guidelines of how proposals will
be judged.
The Request for Proposal
document states that the
community may, but may not
necessarily, have input into the
final decision on what gets built.
Additionally, there are numerous
factors that play into the final
selection . . . of which community
preference is but one. A copy
of the RFP and minutes from
this meeting has been posted at:
www.FellsPoint.us
Look for a mid-April decision
on the project.
Though our group will continue
to express community ideas
regarding what kind of market we
want, it seems the real community
benefit may be in building a
responsive relationship with those
managing the project. Hopefully,
this will help minimize its impact
on both merchants and residents
during construction.

Happenings

The Art Gallery of
Fell’s Point presents its
March Art Reception:
Sunday March 12, 1-4pm
at 1926 Fleet St.

