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Walk-Through of
North & South Broadway Markets

By George Frazier

Friday, January 6 there was a physical walk-through of
the Broadway Market North and South Sheds, set up by
Baltimore Development Corporation and the Baltimore
Public Markets Corporation.
The formerly-approved (and now defunct) plan for the
7,249 square-foot North Market Shed called for restoring
its historic second floor, doubling its size and bringing the
grand old structure back to its original glory.
Now, either or both buildings and their adjacent parking
lots are up for potential renovation or redevelopment in
an open request for proposals (RFP) from the city, which
owns the properties.
The RFP describes the buildings in detail, so the walkthrough was more an opportunity to engage BDC
representative Sally Costello and Robert Thomas, the
director of Baltimore Public Markets Corporation.
After the walk-through, the group of about ten including
myself and Christy, the editor of this paper, gathered
for a fifteen-minute question and answer opportunity.
Topics raised were: the importance of the market serving
the residents and not adding another big restaurant;
addressing parking and traffic with infrastructure solutions;
the market as important anchor for small businesses
on Broadway; and the serious problem of vendors at
Cross Street Market being put out of business due to
development plans and whether this will happen to our
South Shed Vendors.
It was made clear that the RFP was written to be
very open-ended as a way to gather different visions. It
appears everything is on the table for now.

(above) By George Frazier

The grafitti footnote on the sign of
the former Broadway Cafe & Grill
honors its legacy: “2002-2013”.
The historic North Market Shed has
languished since it was emptied for
re-development and then left undone.
Even in its decayed state, the North
Shed’s size, skylights, and cathedrallike arches are impressive.

(below) By Christy Thorndill

Peeling paint and debris in the
walkway show the current state of the
North Market Shed, formerly a thriving
urban marketplace providing produce,
meats, imported goods, fish, dairy and
prepared foods to its patrons. Residents
hope the new redevelopment plans
will give us a revitalized community
food market and gathering place.

Market Future Brings
Residents Out to Meeting
What will get built next on the two blocks of the
Broadway Markets, how plans for the markets’ renovations
will affect current vendors at the South Shed, and how
developers will handle the construction chaos were
among the top concerns for residents who attended a
weekend meeting on the market’s future.
Banning cars from Broadway around the North Shed
to make it more pedestrian-friendly and attractive to
shoppers, creating a walk-through market from end-toend, and an amphitheater for street performers were also
among the suggestions made by those who attended the
Saturday morning meeting. (continued)

Laissez les bontemps rouler! We’re having another party

on Mardi Gras! Tuesday, February 28 from 6-9pm

You’re invited to our second community
fundraiser, at Penny Black on Mardi Gras!
Eat, drink, and make merry at a chill “locals-only”
celebration with the Fell’s Pointer Crew!
Enjoy a delicious buffet of appetizers, cajun specials, and
Penny Black’s neighborhood favorites. Try your luck at our
great-odds raffle to win food, drinks, merch and more from
Fell’s Point’s awesome businesses.
Your $45 ticket includes buffet dinner and a donation to
the ‘Pointer. Please bring cash for drinks, raffle and tips!
Tickets are available at Penny Black and Jabali. Please buy
your tickets early as we expect this one may sell out!
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Editor: Christy Thorndill
Writers: Alex Dominguez
George Frazier
Design: Christy Thorndill
Distribution: Jacquie Greff & team
Office Depot Mission Chauffer:
Lawrence Berg

Happenings

The Art Gallery of Fell’s Point
presents a Valentine Art
Reception with Chocolate!
Sunday February
at 1926 Fleet St.

12,

1-4pm

New Year’s
Editor’s Notes:

1) Over the last few months, we
have had a number of businesses
contact us about advertising in
The Fell’s Pointer. It remains my
intention to continue without
selling ads. Neighbors have always
expressed their preference for
having an independent noncommercial newsletter.
As a volunteer publication, we
do rely on and are grateful for
donations from both individuals
and businesses. In the past, there
were a number of business
sponsors who made annual
donations and were listed in a
thank-you to our sponsors in
the sidebar. It is my intention to
reinstate this named sponsorship
option, please contact me if your
business is interested.
2) With regard to articles
written (or not written) about
local businesses: we are happy to highlight Fell’s
Point’s amazing shops, restaurants, bars, galleries,
hotels, and etc. because they are some of the
things that make Fell’s Point great. However, as
a non-commercial newsletter we are also here
to talk about the people and history of Fell’s
Point, and about current events, planning, and
politics that affect our lives in the ‘Point.Truly, it’s
a blessing to be in such a rich neighborhood that
we can’t even begin to comprehensively cover
all the great things that are going on here, in a
two-page journal. So, please don’t feel offended if
your business has not been featured.
3) Our neighborhood is incredibly diverse
and we have a lot of potential contributors
from different age groups, professions, races, and
socioeconomic backgrounds; some who have
just discovered Fell’s Point and some who have
lived here for generations. We may sometimes
have writers who completely disagree with one
another . . . or four articles about Bob Eney!
As editor I accept writings from any
volunteers who propose a topic relevant to
the neighborhood; and though I may make
grammatical corrections or shorten things
sometimes, I am welcoming the writers to
express their own opinions and voices, even if
they are not the same as my own. If I had written
the December shopping article, I would have
highlighted some different stores than George
did, because I have my personal favorites, as I bet
you do too!
4) We have some writers who publish their
names with the articles and illustrations and
some who do not. I am not the author of all the
un-accredited articles.
5) We might publish toilet jokes that could
entertain you and offend someone else.
Astrologers and media analysts agree that
2017 will be a bad year worldwide for those
intimidated by bathroom talk.
6) All are welcome to contact me regarding
submissions of writing or art. If you have a local
news topic, event, venue or person you’d like to
cover for an upcoming issue, please let me know.
Submissions are due by the 10th of each month.
Thank you and Happy New Year!
Christy Thorndill, Editor
yogachristy@yahoo.com 443-865-0181

Market
Meeting -

Thames Street and
Belgian Block

By Myrna Poirier, AIA

In 1976, we moved to an apartment in an
old ship captain’s house on Fell Street. Some
time after we moved in, the railroad tracks
were removed that ran down Thames Street
and Fell Street to the old B&O Tobacco
Warehouse, now Henderson’s Wharf.
During the work, Belgian block on Thames
Street was taken up and stacked in piles in
different locations waiting to be re-used.
One Saturday I saw one of the construction
workers, whom I would see working on the
street construction every day, put some
of the blocks in his pickup truck. When I
asked what he was doing he told me “my
supervisor said we do not need all the
Belgian block so you may take some”.
When the Belgian block was relaid, the
specifications for the installation must have
been different from how the block was
originally installed. The spacing between
the blocks was much greater than it was
previously, with more mortar between the
blocks enabling them to move. (Perhaps
the reason why all of the Belgian block was
not needed.) If you look in other parts of
Baltimore where there is Belgian block,
the streets are in much better condition.
This installation with fewer blocks and
much wider mortar created the awful
conditions that now exist on Thames Street:
missing blocks, recesses, crumbling mortar,
missing mortar, blocks laying on their
side, dips in the street, etc. It was not lifethreatening to walk across the street at that
time when the blocks were more snugly set.
Thus, perhaps research should be done
on the proper way for Belgian block to
be installed before Thames Street and the
Broadway Square are repaired.

continued from front
The meeting, or
charette, was held
by
Bryce Turner,
President and CEO
of BCT Architects,
who worked on the
Belvedere, Northeast,
and Lexington Market
makeovers in the past
decade, as well as
scores of other local
and national projects
including the Canton
Crossing stripmall.
Just last week at
a separate meeting,
BCT and its partners
announced plans for
a “Michigan Avenuestyle” retail center on
the plaza at Pratt and
Light Streets (FYI this
is not McKeldin Square, which is
also being redeveloped, it’s the
plaza diagonal from it on the NW
corner of the intersection).
Turner gave an overview of the
City’s Request For Proposals (RFP)
telling residents that proposals are
due February 13. Proposals can
involve both the North and South
Sheds, or only the North, he said.
Representatives
of
Main
Street Fell’s Point and several
local associations attended the
meeting, as well as newly-elected
City Councilman Zeke Cohen.
Attendees were divided into work
groups, discussing issues including
what form the market should take,
and the function the market serves
as a gateway to the community as
well as an open space area.
Residents expressed concerns
that vendors should serve the
needs of the community as well
as tourists and that the current
vendors should be allowed to
remain at the market. Suggestions
were also made to use garage style,
roll-up doors so the market could
have an open-air feel. Longer
hours were also suggested.
The proposal to ban cars from
the stretch of Broadway around
the North Shed prompted
discussion about how that would
affect traffic flow on other streets.
Others suggested a pedestrian
walkway from the waterfront
to Johns Hopkins while some
proposed adding parking on
Broadway north of the market to
provide parking for those would
then enter Fell’s Point on foot.

Corrections from the Dec. ‘16 issue:

Vicki McComas spotted these errors in the article “How to shop in Fell’s Point . . . ”
-Saratoga Trunk & Ceramics Gallery is at 1740 Aliceanna St
-Maja is the correct name for the clothing, jewelry, and imports shop at 1744 Aliceanna
-The Polish deli located at 1737 Fleet St is named Krakus, not Warsaw Deli

