
I remember visiting the Broadway Market in 
Fell’s Point back in 1982. The South Shed had 
just been renovated. The North Market was 
just beginning to slip, with Bair Brothers Fried 
Chicken moving to the North East Market.  

Still, the North Market had the trustworthy 
fishmongers Vince & Sam; two butchers; 
Wise Potato Chips; Sophia’s Polish Deli; Ms. 
Parr’s Candies; Castelman’s Dairy; and Prevas 
Brothers hot dogs and milk shakes. I carry 
a clear memory of the diverse retailers that 
cozied up around the two markets, a source 
of the daily custormers.  I believe that model 
is still viable.  

The demise of the North Market eight years 
ago, and its huge vacant hulk in the middle of 
Broadway, has proved crippling to the recent 
development in those surrounding blocks, as 
well as contributing to the attrition rate of 
local businesses up and down Broadway.   

This is the result of a broken agreement that 
the City made with developer David Holmes, 
who was to renovate the N Market to its 
original two story structure. Holmes sold the 
project to Dolben, and Baltimore City has not 
enforced this part of the agreement.

I would call this an injustice to Fell’s Point 
residents: damaging its retail businesses 
to a shadow of their former selves, and 
contributing to our current trend of more bars 
and restaurants to take their place.  Residents 
in fact need a healthy retail community where 
they can walk to what they need. 

It might help for the planners of Broadway 
Market to look at Port Covington’s proposal to 
make its a neighborhood a walkable village.   I’d 
like to see a more engaged Main Street Program, 
improvements to sidewalks, increased lighting 
and surveillance, and the creation of better 
bike lanes designed to function as a system to 
link residents to common necessities.

A North Broadway Market restored to it 
original stature of two stories, would once 
again function as a handsome gateway to the 
neighborhood. Let’s hold Baltimore City to 
its promise  to restore the North Broadway 
Market to its original two-story edifice. The 
convenience of shopping at the revitalized 
market would be a beacon to the creative class, 
and help Fell’s retain residents.

Instead of keeping an Elephant Turd in the 
Room, let’s have the North Market set a new 
development standard that requires benefitting 

North Broadway Market:  
The Elephant T _ _ _ In 
The Room by Pat Hill
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developers to compensate neighborhoods for the disruption they cause.
Finally, there is an RFP (request for proposals) to renovate the market.  While the 

deadline just passed Oct. 31, we still await further announcements.
My fear is that the new proposal will not add the second level back on the market, 

which is critical to the project’s success as the gateway to Fell’s Point, and that it would 
simply add another bar and restaurant.   We shall see.

continued from front 
Readers can go on a visual pub crawl, tour 

the Art Loop, meet real local characters, and 
savor the unique flavor of the neighborhood.

It seems to me the only thing omitted from 
this robust book is the Fell’s Point I remember 
in the 90’s. It was less gentrified and more 
divey, but not too scary for teens. We’d start 
at the Daily Grind, in its’ old spot, one building 
East (now home of the Preservation Society). 
We’d marvel at the train tracks in the floor 
and the stalls in the back, and Will the barista.

In the square by Jimmy’s there was a pyramid 
place where everyone hung out, My goth 
friends liked Chat St. Skate Shop and Stikky 
Fingers, which sold Doc Martens and Manic 
Panic. I remember Bar, where my 6’3”, 17-year 
old friend with a full beard and a fake ID would 
always get served to our amazemement. 

We spent hours at Killer Trash, SoundGarden, 
and Karmic Connection. But our favorite 
spot was Funk’s Democratic Coffee House. 
This brilliant cafe defined Bohemianism for 
me in such a rich way that it has ruined me 
forever for suburban milquetoast places like 
Timonium and South Florida.  Funk’s owner 
Janet had created it all: 3 floors of artsy 
furniture, poetry readings, music, the coolest 
staff, delicious vegetarian food, and coffee. 

I wonder, when I hear old-timers now 
reminiscing about the “Good Old Days” 
if perhaps, this isn’t the era they loved, and 
when many got their start owning homes and 
businesses when there were still plenty of 
affordable fixer-uppers close to the water. 

Of course, I think they still had to deal with 
douchebags like Bohager’s and E.J. Bugg’s...and 
that was when Harbor East didn’t exist and 
we thought gentrification was Pazo and The 
Anchorage, but hey what did we know then. 

Greff and Tybush are concerned that 
gentrification will make the neighborhood less 
diverse and unique, as many are priced out.

Although she claims to not be an activist, 
Jacquie is also considering doing another 
season of her web series “History At Risk” 
about the travails of the Broadway Markets. 
She and Frank would also like to see the 
North Market follow the successful models of 
artisanal small-vendor markets in Mt. Vernon 
and many revitalized urban areas. 
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I did several interviews with Bob for 
my documentary “Fell’s Point Out of 
Time.” You can find them here:  http://
www.historyatrisk.com/explorations/
bob-eney.html

By George Frazier
Every morning Bob would drive his 

white compact from Greektown and 
be at Berthas by 7:00 AM to take care 
of the book keeping of the night’s take.  
He was done and at the bar by 8 or 9 
sharing in the nights gossip.  At 4 PM 
you found Bob back at the bar with 
a glass of red wine starting to draw 
a small crowd.   The promise of Bob 
being there made me an afternoon 
regular at Berthas.   The funny side of 
life, call it the comedy of us all, Bob 
had a keen eye for, as well as playing 
his inimitable schtick as a shocker 
to the un-expecting.   There was no 
better moment than happening in on 
Bob and Lou Fisher at Bertha’s bar, 
yucking it up and telling stories that 
usually had a bite or a lurid tell-all. 

As a painter capturing a certain 
period Bob was pitch perfect whether 
it be an arse or an amazing sign to 
mark the musician’s corner (both in 
Berthas).  

As a preservationist, Bob was 
pivotal to the Fell’s Point we see today.   
Thank you Bob!

 He was a fine man who spent his 
last few years in a loving place.  From 
all of us who knew Bob, thanks to Tony 
and Laura. 

The musical spirit remains!  Craft-cocktail bar 
Rye recently moved into the former Leadbetter’s 
location. They have great decor, local craft 
booze, and live gypsy jazz music many nights. 



We’re Having A Party!
SUPPORT THE FELL’S POINTER 
AND BUY YOUR TICKET NOW FOR 
THE EVENT OF THE SEASON! 
Join us Wed. Nov. 30th, 6:00pm-
9:00pm at Penny Black, 1800 
Thames St. for a “not-too-fancy” 
fundraiser! Enjoy a delicious buffet 
of appetizers and neighborhood 
favorites. Cash bar. 
Mingle with neighbors and the 
‘Pointer staff, talk about important 
local news, and learn how you can 
contribute. Shop local at Frosty’s 
raffle bazaar, drink and donate! 
Your $45 ticket includes dinner and 
a donation to the ‘Pointer. Bring 
cash for the gift raffle and bar tips. 
RSVP is required by 11/26 & tickets 
are limited! Buy your ticket at 
Penny Black, Jabali, or call Christy 
at 443-865-0181. 

By Alex Dominguez
Fell’s Point lost two leading figures this 

past month whose influence helped shape 
the community. Bob Eney helped preserve 
the historic nature of the seaport community 
while John Paterakis was a key figure in guiding 
Fell’s Point into the future.

Eney’s knowledge of the area’s architecture 
and history and his tireless guidance helped 
many homeowners and developers preserve 
the distinct character that draws more and 
more visitors and residents each year. 

Paterakis, the H&S bakery head, acquired 
properties surrounding his bakery and 
had the vision to turn a depressed, vacant 
industrial waterfront into a multi-billion 
dollar development, Harbor East. He was 
instrumental in linking Fell’s Point with the 
Inner Harbor, building on the success of that 
urban renewal effort and further cementing 
the area as a prime tourism, convention and 
business destination.

The efforts of both cannot be overstated 
and their legacies will endure for years.

More Honors to Bob Eney, 
A Beloved Local Figure

By Tony Norris
Bob Eney slipped away in his sleep on 

October 30th. No Sickness, no fever, no 
pneumonia just a gentle exit. Bob donated his 
body to the Maryland State Anatomy Board so 
there is no funeral. As per his wishes we will 
have a party for Bob’s friends, Sunday Dec 4 at 
Bertha’s, from 3pm onwards.

By Jacquie Greff
Probably a lot of people new to Fell’s Point 

don’t know Bob, but he was an architectural 
historian whose surveys of historic buildings 
helped get us on the National Register of 
Historic Places and defeat the highway.  

Paterakis and Eney: 
Honoring The Legacies of 
A Visionary Developer and 
A Devoted Preservationist

Bob Eney’s Famous 
“Historic” Map is 
available for purchase 
at the Preservation 
Society, as is the 
“Fell’s Point: Images 
of Modern America” 
Book. Buy the book 
direct from Jacquie 
for $20: Call 410-
675-0591 or stop by 
1607  Lancaster St. 
It’s also available at 
Jabali Cafe and on 
BarnesAndNoble.com 
and Amazon.com. 
The kindle version is 
only $9.99!

By Christy Thorndill
Jacqueline Greff of Lancaster St 

wrote a book about Fell’s Point for 
Arcadia Press 10 years ago. So Arcadia 
called Jacquie when they started a new 
series, “Images of Modern America,” to 
ask if she’d do another book. 

Jacquie was encouraged by Frank 
Tybush, who became the book’s co-
author. Frank does not live in Fell’s Point, 
but he’s worked here for 6 1/2 years as 
creative director at Greff ’s Tonal Vision 
video.  They have also collaborated on 
the web series, “History At Risk,” which 
did a season on Fell’s Point.  

They connected with Jeffrey Bejma, 
who searches out “irreverent history”. 
Jeff is expert at using newspapers, 
business records, deeds, birth and death 
records, and even insurance maps, to fill 
in what the history books say.

They feel like this has led to a more 
authentic telling of history, one which 
describes the smells of a port city 
through the ages; the import of slaves 
as well as bat guano; the migrations 
of urban populations like African-
American ship caulkers, Poles and 
other immigrants; Fell’s Point during 
its downslide of toxic industry and 
urban decay; the 1960’s battle for 
preservation; and the real story of local 
places like The Horse You Came In On. 

The other difference: color pictures! 
Whereas other Fell’s Point books have 
featured mostly historic reproductions, 
this book has more modern-day images, 
and as many pictures of Fell’s Point’s grit 
as its glamour. (And here we print it in 
black-and-white, sorry.)

The pictorial narrative makes Fell’s 
Point jump off the page.. (continued)

Resident Publishes 
“Irreverent” History: 
With A Modern Twist, 
Old Fact-Checking & 

 2 New Detectives

Monthly Publication 
of the citizens of  
Fell’s Point, MD

November 14, 2016 
Volume 18 Number 8

Happenings
Bob Eney Day at Bertha’s
Sun. Dec. 4th, 3:00pm on...
All are invited to come and celebrate the 
life of this remarkable friend and Fell’s Point 
character. Bring your stories and share his 
favorite food and drink. Hope to see you there,
Tony, Laura, Kate & Andy
Holiday Toy & Clothing Drive 
for Local Foster Kids at Mattress 
Firm, until Christmas Donate new 
unwrapped toys, and new or gently used kids’ 
winter clothing (especially coats, boots, etc.) 
Drop off at the Mattress Firm Store on Fleet 
& Broadway, or the one in Canton Crossing.
Toys for Tots Drive at Duda’s
Sat. Dec. 3, 12pm-1am Donate new 
unwrapped toys. During the event, Duda’s 
will donate $1 for every Flying Dog Beer 
purchased, and there will be a 50/50 raffle.
Liquidation Sale at Killer Trash 
Vintage/retro boutique Killer Trash is having a 
liquidation sale, just in time for the holidays! 
Help keep this unique neighborhood business 
open and spice up your holiday gifts.


