
Asked what he might recommend for Fell’s Point’s 
paucity of schools, Cohen said, “Keeping our families 
in the city is my top priority. As a former 
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Happenings

Cohen, Flanagan of Canton
Vie with 7 for Council Seat

 The newsletter’s pocket profiles of the nine 
candidates to replace District 1 City Councilman 
Jim Kraft conclude here with Democrats Zeke 
Cohen and Sean Flanagan—both, like others in 
prior issues, offering backgrounds and platforms so 
competitive that they make the April 24 primaries 
choice a challenge. According to The Sun, at least 
three Democratic candidates, including Cohen, 
have collected more than $100,000 in support of 
their campaigns for a job generally looked upon 
as part-time. Zip code mailings have been profes-
sional, blanket and repetitive.
 Cohen, 30, grew up in Massachusetts and came 
to Baltimore 12 years ago to attend Goucher. His 
website describes how, as student body president, 
he “worked to reconnect Goucher with Baltimore 
City.” He joined Teach for America and taught in 
downtrodden west Baltimore, taking his class post-
Katrina to rebuild a house in New Orleans. After a 
masters at Hopkins in urban studies he founded 
a nonprofit, The Intersection, to help needy teens 
reach college. “All 10 graduates have gone on to 
college,” he said. “We have three full-time staff and 
we partner with high schools in East Baltimore, 
recruiting students with leadership potential.”
 The Intersection is in Highlandtown and Cohen 
lives in Canton, where he is engaged to be married. 

Ode to Spring on the Bricks

No Agency Claims Square
 When designers for the city came to the com-
munity last year with more detailed plans for a 
long-stagnant project to rebuild Broadway Square, 
they again asked for public input. And they have re-
ceived it, determinedly pro and con, on issues from 
building two new and bigger kiosks to whether 
a water feature is desirable. A recurrent question 
has been maintenance. Who was to administrate 
the uplifted Square? The Department of Transit’s 
hired engineers, leading the project because it had 
$3.3 million in federal funds to spend, began to 
sound beleaguered so the city turned to Baltimore 
Development Corp. for assistance.
 Initially BDC Economic Development Officer 
Mica Fetz attended the community sessions as a 
listener, but at the March 23 Task Force meeting 
of community group presidents he revealed the 
result of an intense research project: “I was unable 
to determine what city agency is responsible for 
the [city-owned] Square.”  He found that BDC was 
involved from the start of the current project, but 
without an administrative role. Parks and Recre-
ation “issues permits for use of the Square but has 
no right of entry” —meaning no inherent control, 
as must be assigned to some agency in the case 
of all city property. Fetz continues his search.
 FPCO President Joanne Masapust’s reaction: 
“This is completely outrageous to me.”
 For the last 20 years, maintenance of the seem-
ingly step-child of the Square has indeed been 
erratic. Occasionally Public Works assigned street 
sweepers to cover the Square, too—including 
a couple who became much prized for their 
diligence--but often not. Denise Whitman, who 
hires the Square for flea markets, has tended the 
flowers and watered the trees. 
 The Task Force assigned a committee led by 
Charles Norton to focus on such concerns.

THE LIGHTS OF BROADWAY—Restoration of Rec Pier, soon to be a hotel, was  largely un-
der wraps during the winter, but revival of the 102-year-old sign on its back—reading City 
Pier Broadway—is already alight. The name that clings to the site, Recreation Pier, has 
served to emphasize its past use for exercise as well as commerce, and to distinguish it 
from the other Broadway Pier several Water Taxi slips to the west. 

 Prices for this year’s Water Taxi 
Frequent Floater passes have in-
creased, and are more complicated, 
but cost of the all-day charge remains 
the same at $14—minus a dollar off 
those over 65 or 3 to 10; under 3 
and military or veterans free. Con-
nector commuter routes remain free. 
Frequent floater options range from 
$180 to $444. Details at baltimore-
watertaxi.com or 410.563.3900.

Water Taxi Day Pass Still $14

 Constance Methwin of Shake-
speare St., a retired waitress at Ber-
tha’s and occasional writer for this 
newsletter, described last July the 
joys of discovering flowers in “the 
growth that comes to the cracks of 
the sidewalks—the weeds.” She 
inspired this response:
By Mrs. Carole Nadeau 
300 Block of S. Wolfe St.
    I wish to thank Constance for point-
ing out that nature has a plan for a 
comeback, and The Fell’s Pointer for 
printing her comments. In nature’s 
grand plan, one species relies on an-
other for survival, including birds and 
their insect prey who need the seeds 
of those weeds that Connie talked 
about. There are many beautiful 
gardens to look at, but hybrid plants 
don’t offer much for the birds.
 Even if one does not believe as 
I do that this most beautiful of all 
worlds was created for us and is our 
Garden of Eden, he or she perhaps 
has experienced the wonder and awe 
of nature. For me, it’s a strong sense 
of serenity as my cares and worries 
fall away. It does my heart good 
to see birds foraging among those 
weeds—as I no longer provide bird-
seed because of the rat problem.
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By Lois Perschetz
Lancaster Street
 In community meetings held to learn about 
the city’s pending reconstruction of Broadway 
Square, I have been disheartened to hear some 
neighbors object to the proposed splash fountain 
without, perhaps, really understanding what such 
a water feature can do to activate a public space.
 My husband and I spend a great deal of time 
in Philadelphia visiting a daughter and her family, 
and one of that city’s most appealing amenities is 
its many pocket parks. Those that have splash foun-
tains are always packed with people in the summer, 
many of them families with young children having 
a great time with the water. Those are the kinds 
of features that keep them in the city rather than 
heading off to the suburbs. Philadelphia needs 
such families, and so does Baltimore. The fountains 
are a draw, too, for other adults and tourists.
 Philadelphia, like Baltimore, has too many 
homeless people, and I’ve asked our daughter if 
they use the water. She says she’s never seen any-
one in the fountains, which she passes many times 
a day, even though the homeless often camp out 
at night not too far away.
 I’m a huge fan of the organization Project for 
Public Spaces (www.pps.org), and its experts stress 
the importance of parks as multi-use destinations 
and catalysts for community development. A great 
urban space, they say, is “a safety valve for the city,” 
and “a source of civic pride.” A great urban space 
calls for both people and activity.
 The first community presentation for the re-
vitalization of Broadway Square was 17 years ago. 
Fell’s Point is finally to get a park it deserves. I hope 
its residents will let the design experts—who do 
extraordinary work all over the globe—do their 
jobs. I, for one, can’t wait to see the results.

Case for Splash Fountain

(Continued)



teacher, I know that families won’t stay if they are un-
able to get into great schools like Wolfe St. Academy 
[where spaces are assured Point residents], Hamp-
stead Hill Academy or Patterson Park Public Charter.  
 “That’s why through-
out my campaign I have 
advocated for free universal 
pre-kindergarten. Research 
shows that 0 through 4 are 
the most important years in 
a child’s life. Pre-kindergar-
ten also gives parents an op-
portunity to go back to work 
without paying for private 
day care. Yet many of our 
families throughout Southeast Baltimore are unable 
to get into public pre-kindergarten. I will work with 
our mayor and state partners to ensure that every 
family has access to quality pre-kindergarten.”  
 Another promise from Cohen is to “demand 
immediate annual audits of every city agency.”
 An exception to the heavy fund-raising trend 
is Flanagan, 44, also of Canton, who told The Sun, “I 
hate to see that kind of money raised for a primary 

race for the council.”  He is 
immediate past president 
of the Canton Community 
Assoc. and is endorsed by 
Del. Pete Hammen, with 
whom he served as co-chair 
of a committee that raised 
$275,000 for restoration of 
the city’s historic Pratt Li-
brary Branch in Canton.
 Flanagan, a bachelor, 

was born in Bethesda, studied at the University of 
Maryland and has lived in this district for 18 years. 
He describes himself as an advocate, particularly in 
the Democratic Party and Friends of Patterson Park. 
Hammen, who presides over the Fell’s Point Task Force, 
said, “He’ll help us strike just the right balance between 
development and neighborhood interests.” 
 Unlike the other candidates, Flanagan failed to 
respond to this newsletter’s request for comment on 
issues particular to Fell’s Point. He, like many in Can-
ton, opposed the Red Line light rail that was to con-
nect southeast Baltimore with downtown. “Patterson 
Park is the new waterfront of the 1st District,” he told 
The Sun. “We got incredible things happening. But 
what are the impacts on the neighborhoods?” 

 A 260-foot bridge linking Harbor Point, with 
its nearly completed 23-floor Exelon office tower, 
to Harbor East at Central Ave. is the one concrete 
answer that the city’s Dept. of Transit has offered 
for handling an anticipated upsurge in the already 
congested commuter traffic through Fell’s Point. 
But that bridge, originally to have opened by now, 
will not be concrete until at least 2018. On March 
30, the Board of Estimates approved a contract for  
$46.78 million, most of it federal, to Allan Myers, 
a Pennsylvania construction company. 
 A closely related rebuild of Central Ave., which 
has taken years, eventually is to funnel Harbor 
East/Harbor Point commuters north to Fayette 
and Orleans Sts., major arteries offering access 
westward to midtown and !-83 as well as eastward 
to I-95—the destination of many drivers already 
clogging Aliceanna and Fleet Sts. at rush hour. 
 By 2018, the 27-acre Harbor Point site will 
include not only the Exelon-BGE headquarters 
with its massive parking garage, the currently oc-
cupied Morgan Stanley office building at the foot 
of Thames St., but a 289-apartment high-rise. The 
sole access to Harbor Point today is Thames St. 
 As the website Baltimore Brew noted, the 
cost of the all-important bridge is “$179,923 a 
foot . . . The city diverted $35 million in federal 
funds originally earmarked for other construction” 
including realignment of Boston St. between Can-
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PRINTER AD

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Key Bridge to Central Ave.
Under Contract: Due in ‘18

Zeke Cohen

The Preservation Society’s 45th Historic Harbor House 
Tour will be on Mother’s Day Sunday, May 8, 11AM-5PM. 
Tickets are $25, available at the newly reopened Visitor 
Center, 1724 Thames St., Friday through Sunday, 11AM-
3PM, or at https://45fellspthousetour.eventbrite.com.

ton Crossing and I-95. About $6.6 million comes 
from tax-increment-financing bonds awarded to 
the Beatty Development Group, Harbor Point’s de-
veloper, by the mayor,” said the Brew. The bridge 
is to be wide enough for three lanes but initially 
two, plus a bike lane/Promenade.

Cohen, Flanagan - cont. from front

Sean Flanagan

Greening of Patterson Park
The Friends of Patterson Park are offering:
• On Saturday, April 16- Rec Fest, 11AM-3PM., just 
outside the Mimi DiPietro Ice Rink Patterson Park. 
Fencing, soccer, rugby, lacrosse, wheelchair sports, 
arts and crafts, and mini golf.
• Sunday, April 17- Pagoda Opening, noon-6PM, 
Sundays through October.
• Saturday, April 30. Día del Niño, 11AM-2PM. Sixth Kids 
Day. Free for the whole family--games, sports, arts and 
crafts, dance, paper rockets, books, and piñatas. 

‘The Lion in Winter’—and Spring
 The Vagabond at 808 S. Broadway continues its 
100th season with “The Lion in Winter” through May 
8. Written by James Goldman and directed by Steve 
Goldklang, with Eric C. Stein as King Henry II and Che-
rie Weinert as Eleanor of Aquitaine., Fridays-Saturdays 
at 8; Sunday at 2. Thursday, May 5, $10. Tickets at 
vagabondplayers.org or at the door; $10-20); Friday 
nights $15 for everyone.


