
idential nomination.
 Frevel described 
the cancer inoculation 
that Vaccinogen now 
has in a late stage of 
testing: a cancer re-
moved from the colon 
of a patient is broken 
down to retrieve from 
the tissue the ingredi-
ents of a vaccine that 
is injected to ward off 
recurrence. The expec-
tation is that the ap-
proach can be appli-
cable in other cancers.
 Belt’s Corp., while 
just a block from Belt’s 
Landing Condomini-
ums at 960 Fell, has no 
tie to that enterprise. It 
does own the proper-
ties on Ann 

 Zeke Cohen of Canton is contesting for the 
Democratic nomination to succeed retiring City 
Councilman Jim Kraft. Cohen, 30, grew up in Mas-
sachusetts, the son of a social worker and a psychia-
trist, according to website biography, learning that 
“community comes first” from his mother’s stories 
of marching for civil rights and registering voters in 
Mississippi. At 18, he moved to Baltimore to study 
political science at Goucher College. He worked to 
reconnect Goucher with Baltimore City while Stu-
dent Government Association president, creating 
a program to fund student-led, community-based 
projects in the city. It continues, he said.  
 After college Zeke joined Teach For America 
and taught middle school social studies in a west 
Baltimore neighborhood devastated by joblessness, 
middle-class flight and the war on drugs, This gave 
Zeke an appreciation for local govern-
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Robert Long House to Benefit
From Reception at 2nd Chance
 Culminating last year’s 250th an-
niversary celebration of the Robert 
Long House, with its free lectures 
and tours, the Preservation Society 
will host an invitational lecture by 
Abell Foundation President Robert 
Embry on Jan. 31 to raise $40,000 
in matching funds for a grant to 
repair and improve the building’s 
roof and heating/cooling systems. 
The talk and reception will be 
at 3PM at Second Chance, the 
architectural salvage store that 
is also a historic city treasure at 
1700 Ridgely St., just off Russell 
St. in SW Baltimore. Tickets are 
$100 per person, at www.Preser-
vationSociety.com—link to RHL 
Tickets, or $250 patron donation 
that provides two tickets. 
 Embry’s service to the city goes 
back to service as housing com-
missioner during the D’Alessandro 
and Schaefer administrations. 
Under Schaefer he created the 
Dollar House Program for the 
revitalization of the Otterbein and 
Barrie Circle Historic districts. Its 
success created demand for the 
sale of historic properties that the 
City had acquired for demolition to 
make way for the proposed federal 
highway through Fell’s Point and 
Federal Hill. He was assistant 
secretary of housing and urban 
development during the Carter 
administration and later was presi-
dent of the School Board here.

Cohen for 1st: Urban Attuned

Bio-Tech Displaces Belt’s Corp. on Fell Street 
 An ex-warehouse on the northeast corner of 
Wolfe and Fell Sts., which since 1845 had housed 
Belt’s Corp., now is fully occupied by an upstart 
international high-biotech firm, Vaccinogen. 
Founded in Frederick, it began moving here last 
year. Its laboratory in the Netherlands is clinically 
testing OncoVAX, “a treatment designed to prevent 
the recurrence of cancer and potentially other solid 
tumors.” It expects to have a corporate staff of 26 
here this year. 
 The building owner is still Belt’s, a major opera-
tor of area warehouses and now active in logistics 
internationally. To accommodate Vaccinogen, 
Belt’s has moved its corporate offices to 1820 
Portal St. in Dundalk. Its website describes how 
far back the company goes: “Founded in 1845 on 
‘Belt’s Wharf’ in historic Fell’s Point, Belt’s was the 
terminal of Baltimore merchant C. Morton Stewart 
and the berth of the famous ship, The Josephine, 
which held the record for the fastest passage from 
Rio de Janeiro  to Baltimore.”
 Belt’s Executive Vice President Scott Hunsicker, 
helping piece together the history of the site, 
actually two structures, with the smaller fronting 
on Wolfe St., said the main “building was used to 
house Confederate officers during the Civil War.” He 
said that before the makeover of the warehouse 
into offices in about 1980, all of its windows were 
barred—and some still are. “We believe it was first 
owned by Thomas Swann, who at various times 
was mayor of Baltimore, governor of Maryland, 
U.S. Senator and President of the B&O Railroad.”
 The Rev. Jack Trautwein, a Fell’s Point historian/
lecturer/tour guide, said he was not aware of the 
prison account but pointed out that very little is 
known of what happened in this part of the port 
during the Army occupation of Baltimore during 
the war. Naval historian Geoffrey Footner, 92, living 
a block to the west on Fell, said he has been told 
that the cellar of Belt’s was used for cells before the 
war to hold freed slaves captured in this free city by 
traders and shipped south for resold into slavery. 
Neither he nor Trautwein has seen that version 
verified, although such recaptures are known to 
have occurred in the city.
 Hunsicker noted other remnants of the build-
ings’ maritime past—hoist still affixed along the 
cornices, a second-floor balcony, looking like a ball-
park press box, that oversaw horse-drawn cargo 
wagons, a rounded eastern corner presumably to 
fend off short-cutting wagons. “The building was 
on the water then. The land where the Crescent 
Apartments are now is fill.” To the north, where 
Union Wharf apartments recently opened, was 
a cement plant and before that a guano fertilizer 
import pier. The president of Belt’s is S.A. “Skip” 
Brown IV and his father, Skip III, is chairman of the 
board. The run goes back two more generations.
 Now comes Vaccinogen, whose President 
Andrew Tussing said, “We are very pleased to be 
in Fell’s Point.” He has cited access to science and 
medical centers in this city and Washington as 
prime attractions. A Johns Hopkins doctor already 
has joined the staff here. 
 Tussing’s executive assistant, Kelly Frevel, 
listed a less lofty site attribute—the ample park-
ing lot behind the buildings. She rented initially 
in Henderson’s Wharf and now lives in Canton. 
Retired Hopkins surgeon Ben Carson was on the 
firm’s board until he resigned to seek the GOP pres-
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Award for Tochterman’s
 The Greater Baltimore Com-
mittee and the mayor presented 
14 firms Business Recognition 
Awards, in their 41st year, for com-
mitment to the city in a trying year. 
Among them was Tochterman’s 
Fishing Tackle, 1925 Eastern Ave., 
“which has provided fishing bait, 
free of charge for a Baltimore youth 
fishing program to introduce kids to 
fishing and watersheds,” reported 
the Business Journal. 

Photo from before Belt’s 1970s makeover 
looks out through barred windows.

Photo by Belt’s Corp.



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER AD

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Bio-Tech - cont. from front

By Joanne Masopust
President of FPCO
 The Fell’s Point Community Organization held 
its Evening of Gratitude on Dec. 8, an event estab-
lished by me in 2008 to express our appreciation of 
those who have made significant contributions to 
the community. The honorees are four women who 
have served in a variety of ways for many years. Three 
have businesses in the 1700 block of Aliceanna St., 
an often ignored street because it is “off Broadway.” 
There are several other wonderful retailers on this 
block and I encourage you to visit them!
 The 2015 award categories and honorees:
LEGENDARY BUSINESS WOMEN--Alicia Horn, owner 
and operator of Birds of a Feather, 1712 Aliceanna, 
since 1981; and Vicki McComas, owner and operator 
of Saratoga Trunk, 1740 Aliceanna, since 1989.
GOOD NEIGHBOR BUSINESS--Mary Butler, of Maja, 
1744 Aliceanna, since the 1980s.
COMMUNITY ACTIVIST OF THE YEAR--Deborah Tem-
pera, our “canary in the mine” concerning the impact 
on the Historic District of the Transform Baltimore 
rewrite of the city Zoning Code. 
 Without Debbie’s persistence, we probably 
would have only realized the potential impact of the 
new zoning map after its approval. A core work group 
of Marty Bement, Bob Matha, Kristi Posival, Denise 
Whitman, Deborah, Ed Marcinko, Mark Adams, Ray 
Blankenheim, representing Fell’s Prospect, and I met 
with Councilman Jim Kraft and Del. Pete Hammen 
in December on the issue and a second meeting is 
due shortly. FPCO’s Evening of Gratitude was at the 
Joseph Haller American Legion Hall, 1746 Fleet, with 
refreshments from Dogwatch Tavern.
 The editor added: The group now engaged 
with Kraft formed after about 45 Fell’s Pointers and 
Butchers Hill residents attended a final city session 
at Poly Technic on Dec. 15 to challenge maps that 
form part of the new zoning code. They supported 
a map overlay proposal led by Fell’s Point developer 
Marty Bement to prohibit construction of buildings 
above 40 ft. high in the in the Historic District. A few 
of the several speakers were vehement, accusing 
Kraft of indifference and asking the other City Council 
members present not to grant him councilmanic 
privilege in the matter. This provoked a measured 
response from Councilman Bill Henry, arguing that 
the legislative process would founder without the 
prerogative. Kraft seemed abashed by the criticism 
but he thanked his constituents for turning out.

FPCO Honors 4 Women

Belt’s, having occupied this Fell St. ex-warehouse since 1845, has moved to Dundalk. At right, a balcony, 
before pre-1970s makeover of buildings, watched wagons come and go.

Cohen for 1st - cont. from front

ment’s role in revitalizing 
communities. He attained 
a master’s in public policy 
from Johns Hopkins, with a 
focus on improving cities. 
The Democrat founded a 
non-profit, The Intersection 
(baltimoreintersection.org), 
in Highlandtown, “dedicated 
to shifting expectations for 
Baltimore’s young people. We transform high school 
students from underserved areas into leaders with 
the skills to go to and through college, to engage in 
civic action, and to articulate and solve challenges 
facing themselves and their communities.”
 Asked to comment on Fell’s Point traffic conges-
tion, Cohen said, “Residents have been ill-served by 
the city’s current leadership. Our elected officials 
developed Harbor East and Harbor Point without any 
alternative to the Red Line to move traffic through 
Historic Fell’s Point . . . commuters clog our roads and 
do not pay our taxes. I will demand implementation 
of the Southeast Complete Streets Plan, the Master 
Bike Plan, and several other improvements in public 
transit before we . . . turn one of our historic gems 
into a glorified parking lot.” 

Photo by Lew Diuguid

Street Wharf, which also open onto Fell immedi-
ately east of Ann. Belt’s has rented office space at 
918 to Uber, the new-age taxi service, after briefly 
housing its testing/paperwork site in a corner of 
the home building down the street while the ex-
garage was refurbished. The site offers no parking 
and neighbors complain that the drivers take up 
street spaces and park illegally. 
 The same residents helped dissuade potential 
renters on Ann Street Wharf who wanted to put a 
138-seat Federal Taphouse there. The community 
cited the number of alcohol licenses already ex-
tant and the absence of parking. Hunsicker, asked 
about the Uber complaints, said, “We offered the 
community a fine cafe and they turned it down. 
Sometimes you get what you don’t ask for.”

Zeke Cohen

Other District 1 Prospects: 
 The September Fell’s Pointer included a brief 
profile of Democratic Upper Fells candidate Ed 
Marcinko. In October it was Pastor Mike Parker, 
also a Democrat. However, the ‘Pointer errone-
ously referred to him as Mike Porter. It regrets 
the error but stands by the rest of the profile. The 
November issue carried an introductory article by 
Canton Democratic candidate Mark Edelson. All of 
these past Fell’s Pointers, like all back issues, are 
readily available at www.fpcop.com. The ‘Pointer 
hopes eventually to profile all candidates, at least 

including Democrat Scott Goldman, and Republi-
cans Matthew McDaniel and Liz Copeland. Mayoral 
candidate Mike Maraziti of One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern 
on Bond St., also profiled in October, has been quiet 
politically since then but assures he was only wait-
ing until after the holidays to step up.

Vagabond Offers ‘Our Town’ 
 The Vagabond Players continues 
its 100th season with Thornton 
Wilder’s “Our Town,” described 
by Edward Albee as “probably the 
finest play ever” by an American, 
through Feb. 7. Directed by Eric 
C. Stein, cast includes Josh Shoe-
maker, Ryan Gunning and William 
Meister. At 806 S. Broadway, Friday 
and Saturday at 8; Sunday at 2. 
Tickets at www.vagabondplayers.
org or at the door, $10-$20. Group 
rates on line.
Play on ‘39 Steps’ at Corner
 The Collaborative Theatre Co. 
and Fell’s Point Corner Theater offer 
an acclaimed adaptation of Alfred 
Hitchcock’s film “The 39 Steps,” 
adapted by Patrick Barlow. It pre-
mieres Jan. 15, running to Feb. 14 
at the theater, 251 S. Ann St. Tickets 
at www.fpct.org or at box office one 
hour prior to performances. 

Photo by Belt’s Corp.


