
By Bob Matha
Fountain Street
 At the November Residents Association meet-
ing, retiring Councilman Jim Kraft engaged in a 
heated discussion of his proposed map amend-
ments for the city’s eight-year effort to replace the 
current zoning code—calling it Transform Balti-
more, now nearly complete. Those amendments 
would allow buildings as high as 60 or even 100 ft. 
tall along or near the waterfront, which residents 
protested would block views, add to already chal-
lenging traffic and parking problems, and be out 
of character with the neighborhood. In the face of 
those objections, Kraft suggested residents draft 
an alternative amendment.
 A group of residents led by redeveloper Marty 
Bement has done just that. Its amendment allows 
the same flexibility in usage as Kraft’s, thereby 
encouraging development, but restricts heights 
of new buildings to 40 feet. That is above the 
current height of the vast majority of buildings 

Monthly Publication 
of the Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol

12 December 2015
Volume 17 Number 11

Happenings

(Continued)

Treasured Carrier Retires
 Ann Cavanaugh of Ann St. 
sent a note to The Fell’s Pointer 
circulation guru, Jacquie Greff of 
Lancaster St., saying that regret-
tably she must give up distributing 
the newsletter after 10 years on 
the job. We salute her service, 
interrupted only once after a fall in 
which she broke her arm. 
 Others still walking the bricks 
monthly, a couple of them from 
the start in 1998 and all with 
more than a decade in the effort, 
include: Joanne Mazurek, also of 
Ann, Vicky McComas of Aliceanna 
(Saratoga Trunk), Karen Brooks 
of Aliceanna, Susan Steele of 
Aliceanna Maryrose Wheeley of 
Shakespeare, Anne Gummerson 
of Ann, Darcy Norton, Shake-
speare (Sheep’s Clothing), Rachel 
Allen of Bond, and Mark Walker of 
Bond St. Wharf. 
 Now needed is a volunteer re-
cruit. Ann carried 97 newsletters 
to 500 and 600 blocks of Chapel 
St. (between Aliceanna & Fleet) 
and 1900 and 2000 blocks of Fleet 
(between Chester & Wolf). The is-
sues are distributed on the second 
Saturday monthly, except August. 
Please contact Jacquie at Tonal 
Vision LLC, 1607 Lancaster St. or 
410.675.0591.

Pointers Support Efforts To Cap Building Heights

Fell St. Residents, Owner
Of Dead End Find Accord

With Santa arriving by Moran tug, the sun 
warmed families crowding Broadway Pier crisply 
at 9AM last Saturday for Main Street’s now tra-
ditional season opener. Sweets, gift suggestions 
and eggnog crawls followed around the new-
age tree on the Square. 

Photos by Lew Diuguid

 A conflict between residents of Fell St. and 
onetime local developer Larry Silverstein over his 
plans to expand the long-shuttered Dead End Saloon 
reached a compromise in the anteroom of the Liquor 
Board on Dec. 1. He agreed to keep his projected res-
taurant’s capacity the same as that of its predecessor, 
on one floor not the proposed two, and to seek no 
zoning change for a new upstairs, expanded kitchen. 
Despite its name, the Dead End building has a back 
door on Wolf Street in addition to the main 933-5 Fell 
entrance. The new front door is to be within a new 
facade on Wolf, with easy access to reserved parking 
in the new Union Wharf Apartments—which were 
built on land owned by Silverstein. 
 Parking and noise were prime issues for the 
neighbors along the two largely residential blocks 
of Fell, but another concern was protection of 
a prime historic property, the 1790s Capt. John 
Steele House at 931 Fell. Its owner, Nicolas Jabko, 
a Frenchman on the faculty at Hopkins, led the op-
position effort and hired lawyer Fred (Continued)

Egad! 2 More Cannons
 A spokesman for Sagamore said 
the pile drivers shoring up Rec 
Pier prior to rehabbing it as a hotel 
have found two more iron cannons 
beneath the century-old struc-
ture, roughly replicating the one 
reported here in September. The 
Maryland Historical Trust, whose 
credits are assisting the project, is 
still trying to determine the age of 
that one and how it got under the 
pier. By the 1900s, cannon barrels 
dating to the War of 1812 and Civil 
War were rife in Baltimore, often 
finding use as curbstones. One 
theory is that some of those might 
have become sturdy fill for the 
municipal pier builders in 1914. 
 Sagamore has said it hopes 
to incorporate the first cannon, 
restored, in the hotel decor. Its 
spokesman turned down another 
historical opportunity, however. 
Offered a classic cast-iron cleat—
dormant for decades in a garden 
behind a storefront of Thames 
St.—Shawn Batterton said the 
designers already have a couple 
cleats they have not yet found use 
for. Cleats have tied down boats 
large and small through the port’s 
centuries. 

H&S Co-Owner Tsakalos Dies
 Nicholas Tsakalos, 72, co-owner 
of the Fell’s Point H&S Bakery 
founded by his father and grand-
father, died Nov. 18 of dementia 
at his Baltimore County home. 
He was son of Harry Tsakalos 
and Liberty (nee Pat-

in Fell’s Point, and the small number that already 
exceed the height would not be affected. This 
proposed 40’ height limit amendment, known 
as an overlay, was submitted to the City Council 
Land Use Committee. 
 Since then, these groups have voted to sup-
port the over- lay: Fell’s Point Residents 
Association, Fell ’s Point Community 
Organiza- tion, Fells Prospect Com-
m u n i t y Association, Upper Fells 
P o i n t Improvement Association, 
Federal Hill and Fell’s Point Preser-
vation Society and the citywide 
Balti- more Heritage.
           Even with all of this 

support for the overlay, 
Kraft has not joined the ef-
fort. In September, before 
Transform Baltimore was 
rolled out for discussion, he 
pushed sepa-

(continued)



rate legislation to allow a tall building to be devel-
oped at 2030 Aliceanna St. That change was headed 
off with a petition signed by hundreds, vocal op-
position at a hearing, and an advisory “no” vote by 
the city’s Planning Department. City planners said 
such a building would be “out of character” with 
the area. The latest amendments Kraft proposed 
in his Nov. 3 social media posting actually go well 
beyond his rejected proposal for 2030 Aliceanna 
to include a larger swath of the neighborhood. In 
a recent meeting with some community members, 
Kraft said he may “consider” a compromise.
 Residents have one more chance to make their 
voices heard: the next zoning hearing on Transform 
Baltimore’s map amendments is on Tuesday, Dec. 
15, at 6PM at Poly, 1400 W. Coldspring Lane, with 
on-site free parking.
The newsletter editor adds:
 The Fell’s Point Historic District has recourse to 
the city’s Commission for Historical and Architec-
tural Preservation to contest proposed structures 
considered out of the neighborhood’s character, 
but community leaders have expressed reservations 
about CHAP’s performance, specifically noting the 
height of massive new apartment construction in 
the Marketplace Planned Unit Development project 
in the 600 block of S. Broadway. They are set behind 
redone historic shop facades. 
 Another factor impinging on height limitations 
is yet another overlay, controlling waterfront sites. 
Bement indicated at the Dec. 2 Residents’ meeting 
that an attempt to supersede the longstanding Har-
bor Overlay seemed too formidable an undertaking. 
That overlay allows 50 ft. heights over the current 
low-lying Ann St. Wharf shop buildings owned by 
Belts Corp. A spokesman has said the Corp. has no 
intention of building higher. Bement and his wife 
Liz, a realtor, reclaimed six commercial properties 
known as Taylors Row on the east side of Broadway 
at Bank St. that have received wide acclaim. 

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER AD

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Dead End - cont. from front

 With Fell’s Point still in a hangover mood follow-
ing the annual, antic Halloween binge, a counter-
weight developed here by Del. Pete Hammen and 
the Task Force of community leaders that he leads 
is looking ever more prescient—creation of a city 
Stabilization Center, a “drunk tank” in the parlance. 
The theme has been recurrent at the monthly meet-
ings of the numerous community group presidents: 
what to do not so much with binge drinkers as with 
the chronic drunks and druggies, often homeless, 
who clot the benches along Broadway, starting in 
the square, and in Thames St. Park? Their arrests 
have proven futile. The diligent officer is effectively 
taken off duty, since central booking will not jail the 
vagrant until he has sobered enough to understand 
charges against him.
 Hammen and the Task Force, led on this topic 
by Joanne Masapust of FPCO and Victor Corbin, 
then of Upper Fells, concurred that those addicted 
to drugs or liquor who haunt the Point can find 
more hope in treatment than in jail. Over the course 
of a couple years, Hammen consulted authorities on 
centers elsewhere, leaders locally in the field and 
fellow legislators, culminating in provision of $3.6 
million in the state budget to create the stabiliza-
tion center. Hopkins, the state Health Dept. and 
Mercy Hospital provided support but the clincher 
advocate was city Health Commissioner Lean Wen, 
a former emergency ward doctor.
 Dr. Wen, who lives in Henderson’s on Fell St., vis-
ited the Task Force May session, waxing enthusiastic 
about the project and pointing out that currently 
only 11% of city addicts end up in treatment. The 
center would offer those brought to it the option of 
treatment instead of their customary incarceration. 
She also has been an advocate of emergency treat-
ment for life-threatening heroin overdose victims 
proliferating in the city. As for the Stabilization Center, 
Dr. Wen is seeking a site—not in Fell’s Point, although 
that might save mileage on city ambulances, but in 
an apt, available city-owned building more central.
 Last month the National Academy of Sciences re-
leased statistics quoted in The Sun seeming to cry out 
to the Square: despite general increases in longevity 
nationally for 20 years, one subgroup—men aged 
45-54, white, working class—is dying at ever decreas-
ing ages. That grouping usually figures prominently 
on the benches. The study speculates on underlying 
causes: addiction, unemployment linked to minimal 
education, mental illness. Dr. Wen and Hammen see 
the center as a means to steer those of any subgroup 
with such failings toward recuperation. 

Stabilization Center Sought

erakis) Tsakalos, and worked for 
more than 55 years at the bakery 
which his father and grandfather 
Isidore “Steve” Paterakis founded 
in 1943.
 “He grew up in the business and 
dedicated his life to it. He used to 
work seven days a week, starting 
early in the morning and coming 
home just in time for dinner,” said 
his son Michael Tsakalos of Hunt 
Valley. 
 “I remember as a 10-year-old be-
ing woken up at 5 am on Saturday 
mornings to go to the bakery with 
him and my brothers. We would 
sleep-walk around the bakery 
until my grandfather would take 
us to Eastern House for breakfast! 
Those were good times.” He was 
born in Highlandtown and gradu-
ated from Poly and Hopkins. —The 
Baltimore Sun

H&S Co-Owner - cont. from front

At right is vacant Dead End Saloon, 933-5 Fell St.,
and at left is the historic Capt. John Steele House.

Lauer to help. The projected second-floor kitchen 
construction would block the sun that now lights 
his interior garden. He and many other letter and 
petition signers declared they had enjoyed or at 
least had no objection to the Dead End, but they 
feared a bigger, bustling tavern along the lines 
of The Red Star—also owned by Silverman—just 
north on Wolf would overwhelm Fell St. In earlier, 
often acrimonious negotiations Silverstein de-
scribed his objective as “The Red Star with pizza.” 
 Silverstein has built numerous projects in Fell’s 
Point, generally well received, including houses on 
Lancaster St. and on the former St. Stanislaus Koska 
Church campus—largely demolished--along Alicean-
na and Register Sts. The ex-church he redeveloped 
into gym and school use. He built an office complex, 
also opening on Fell and Wolf Sts. When the elderly 
owner of the Dead End, with its carved seabirds in 
the window, put the tavern up for sale, Silverstein and 
partners bought it. It has remained vacant for more 
than two years and when rehab began, the owners 
were cited for lacking permits for the scope of work 
undertaken. Flood plain issues arose.
 The liquor license expired and an application to 
renew it was what brought Silverstein to the Liquor 
Board last week. In the lobby, he assured the resi-
dents that he was seeking s restaurant, not a tavern, 
license and he would not seek an entertainment 
permit. No commercial use is to be made of the up-
per two floors. He was accompanied by his architect 
and offered to adjust plans to reflect what he hoped 
would be a formal agreement. The residents reacted 
positively but asked that Silverstein put his position 
in writing for another meeting. He agreed, and ac-
cordingly the board appearance was postponed.
 Fell St. parking problems took another turn last 
month when Belts Corp. shifted its renter, Uber, then 

at the headquarters building, 949 Fell, to another 
of its properties at 912 Fell near Thames St. Uber 
uses the office to interview applying drivers—who 
proved to residents near the old site that they are 
inclined to double park.

Building Heights - cont. from front


