
benefits of growth. 
 As a trial lawyer, I can represent the community 
in pushing for innovative transit solutions that fit the 
needs of the First District, including expansion of the 
Charm City Circulator, an enhanced rush-hour Water 
Taxi service, a Bayview MARC station, a fully developed 
bike-share program, and centrally located transit hubs 
that connect our transportation system. I will also work 
with the Department of Transportation to meet its 
stated goals and hold its leadership accountable. 
 I am committed to harnessing the First District’s 
desirability and attractions to create a safe commu-
nity that residents want to call home. Focusing on 
community-conscious development, I will work to 
implement a fair zoning code, adding much needed 
certainty to communities and 
developers alike, and will assist 
private-public partnerships that 
provide long-term benefits. Here 
in the First District, we can create 
new employment centers, connect 
job seekers to opportunities, and 
take cars off of our busy streets.
 Edelson, on his website, notes 
that he grew up in Pretoria and lived there until 15. 
Apartheid ended when he was 8, and Nelson Mandela’s 
release from prison motivated him to public service.

By Mark Edelson
Candidate for City Council
 Baltimore’s east side has long been home to Euro-
pean and more recently Central American immigrants 
seeking better opportunities; my story is no exception. 
Born in South Africa, I moved to Baltimore in 2007 
to attend the University of Maryland School of Law. 
Eight years later, I am a Canton homeowner, a senior 
associate at a small Baltimore-based law firm, and an 
active community leader, serving on the boards of 
several Jewish foundations and as a youth mentor, 
as well as, at 31, a race-day wingman with Athletes 
Serving Athletes.
 The First District, including Fell’s Point, is one of 
the most desirable areas for new residents in the city. 
As we grow, we must develop transportation options 
to move residents around the city efficiently and safely. 
Unfortunately, a creative vision and the implementa-
tion of a comprehensive plan have fallen well behind 
the pace of development. While it is promising that 
the governor is finally paying attention to Baltimore’s 
transit needs, we need a 21st century approach to 
transportation that will maintain our historic neighbor-
hoods while allowing our communities to enjoy the 
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City Council Candidate Born 
In S. Africa, Now Is in Canton  

By Lew Diuguid
 For seven years, the city’s plan-
ning and zoning staffs have 
labored on Transform Baltimore, 
a new zoning code to replace a 
much overlooked, overlain and 
disputed 1971 version that has 
frightened community groups 
whenever a developer proposed 
a project requesting variations. 
Sometimes the code sustained 
the neighbors; often not. At 
last the new code version is on 
the cusp after numerous recent 
public meetings to explain it and 
to offer affected property owners 
opportunities to appeal. Judging 
by the confusion and rancor at 
these meetings, the efforts at 
familiarization have failed. 
 One of the purposes of Trans-
form was clarification, but the 
arcane language of R-8s, C-1s 
and ratios of heights to footprints 
live on. Business-1 gives way 
to Commercial-1. At the Oct. 4 
Residents meeting, attendees 
kicked the terms around with re-
tiring Councilman Jim Kraft, who 
as co-chair of the relevant City 
Council committee considering 
Transform has been involved in 
the process from the outset—
and accused recently of looking 
out for developers ahead of 
residents. Tempers were tested 
upstairs at Bertha’s that evening. 
Ex-mayor Sheila Dixon, attending 
in quest of support as she seeks 
that office anew, at one point 
intervened in seeming support 
of Kraft and the process he has 
come to represent.
 The day before, Kraft circulated 
an e-mail seeking to calm the 
upset social media exchanges 
by listing his accumulating posi-
tions on zoning issues in greater 
Fell’s Point. Most of these seemed 
clearly to maintain or improve 
protections provided by the cur-
rent code. He concluded with this 
account of what is next:
 “Time remains for folks to 
submit their comments and 
proposed amendments. In fact, 
at this time the plan is after the 
Committee finishes this round of 
voting sessions, the bill will return 
to Legislative Services for the 
preparation of a “red-line” draft 
of the amended bill. It will show 
all of the adopted amendments 
in the context of the original 
language of the bill. 

The 49th Fun Festival, rained out Oct. 2-4, recovered with big crowds and reported profits in semi-sun Oct. 
23-5. Among issues raised: street space in front of bars solely for their customers, deafening music in the 
Square. Some questioned extension to include Friday. The Preservation Society began the fundraiser and 
is still beneficiary, while Main Street operates it and shares the income. 
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Mark Edelson

As New Zoning 
Code Nears,

Residents Raise 
Late Hackles



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmainstreet.
org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First Wednes-
days, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Douglass Place Shapes Up,
With Harbor East Hard By

 

 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.

 Maria Cavacos’ cartoon and article last month 
on the impending departure of the Art Gallery from 
1716 Thames St. provoked more written responses 
than any other article in The Fell’s Pointer’s nearly 17 
years. The messages were all sympathetic but the 
Gallery’s cooperative has yet to find a new site.

Dear Editor, Maria Cavacos’ well crafted, heartfelt article in October’s 
Pointer was a sad reminder. When big development encroaches, 
chain stores see opportunity, greedy landlords smell higher rents 
and the unique, small shops, galleries and even restaurateurs get 
pushed out. Small businesses who put down roots get displaced, 
sapping the charm out of a neighborhood. The FP Gallery is our 
4th loss this year.
 To help the Gallery end the year on a high (solvent) note: Save 
the earth, walk to dozens of great shops & save on $hipping; Find 
one-of-a-kind gifts for everyone on your list; Enjoy helpful, personal 
service—don’t get “mall”-ed or go “postal” retrieving packages; 
Revive at your fave pub or eatery and enhance your holiday spirit. 
—Loyal Fell’s Point Shopper, 700 block of S. Broadway

Ms. Cavacos, I saw the article you wrote in the Pointer about the 
gallery closing -- Oh no! I moved to (and purchased our first home) 
in Fell’s Point because of its character and it seems we’re quickly 
losing it lately! Please let me know if there is anything I can do to 
help keep the gallery in the neighborhood!  Are there any leads 
on real estate? Surely there are grants for this kind of thing? What 
about approaching P.J. Trautwein about his old place on Lancaster? 
[ed. note: He lamented not being able to help.] 
 --Concerned neighbor, Meredith Kerr

To the Editor, Losing the art gallery is both a shame and a mistake. 
This unique space does several important things for Fell’s Point: 1) 
it acts as an artist incubator, making its members better artists and 
better business persons. 2) the space educates the public about the 
work of local artists--strong, interesting work from so many perspec-
tives. 3) it is a destination. When I come to FP I always check out the 
latest work--the miniature show is a good example. 4) I buy art--for 
myself and others--so while I love Koopers, others, the gallery is an 
additional draw. You do not need another bar, you need to maintain 
a mix of choices so people will come to FP. The art gallery--and its 
many artist-business persons are very important to what makes FP 
special.     —Mary Toth

 

New Zoning Code - cont. from front

By George Frazier
Dallas Street
 Douglass Place, in the Fell’s Point Historic 
District’s northwest corner, takes its name 
from ex-slave and abolitionist orator Fredrick 
Douglass, who built four row houses in the 
1890s as rental units in the 500 block of S. 
Dallas St. on the site of a burned down Meth-
odist church. Today, Douglass Place looks 
out upon round two in the development of     
the far larger Harbor East—between here 
and downtown. The neighborhood is attempting 
to negotiate these pressures, strengthening its com-
munity of residential and small business without 
sacrificing livability and character. 
 Two new businesses will soon join the com-
munity:  Ekiben, a restaurant in the 1600 block of 
Eastern Ave. and the Handle Bar Bicycle Café in the 
500 block of Caroline St.  
 Ekiben and its owners, “3 guys,” will be bringing 
Asian-inspired Korean steamed buns, rice bowls, and 
sandwiches to the neighborhood. The Handle Bar 
Bicycle Café, inspired by West Coast bike culture, will 
be serving food and liquor, providing bike repair as 
well as offices on the second floor for the relocation 
of BikeMore, the nonprofit supporting safer biking 
in Baltimore. The Handlebar is an ambitious project 
that the neighborhood has at times struggled with 
but in the end has endorsed.
 Other businesses opened in the last two years 
include a boutique called Charm City Noir, the Alche-
my of Art gallery, with its monthly change of featured 
artists, and MIY Home,  a large contemporary furni-

The 1500 block of Eastern Ave. is in a neighbor-
hood looking to balance cars, bikes and houses.

Photo by George Frazier

ture store--all in the 1600 block of Eastern Ave.  H&S 
Bakery has announced plans to improve delivery of 
supplies and packaging systems here. The involved 
plan moves truck bays and creates new production 
space. Controversy arose over an initial proposal to 
destroy a historic building at Caroline and Fleet on 
the basis that new flood plain requirements made 
it unusable commercially. When community groups 
objected, H&S opted to retain it vacant.

Higher-Proof Halloween 
 Main Street Director Joy Giordano, re-
porting to the Residents’ Association on 
the Fun Festival, was asked about how 
her business-oriented group fared with 
the densely packed crowd at this year’s 
Saturday night Halloween. “It’s a differ-
ent demographic,” she said, with much of 
the drinking in the streets instead of the 
bars—which are a major constituency 
of Main Street. The prime drink on the 
street was whiskey, out of port-o-fifths, 
instead of beer, she indicated. 
 Joy pointed out that Main Street plays 
no role in management of Halloween, 
not even advertising it. She indicated 
bar owners, too, are concerned. “It’s the 
city that attracts Halloweeners to Fell’s 
Point, and the city has to police it and 
clean it up,” Giordano added. But the 
early clean-up was by shop owners. She 
said the owner of Amuse toy store on 
Thames St. filled 17 trash bags, mostly 
with whisky bottles. Darcy Norton said 
the night crowd along Shakespeare St. 
took to climbing onto parked cars and 
walking on them to the Square.

Once prepared, there will also be two public hear-
ings on that draft.  Only then will the Committee 
have its final vote on the bill and forward it to the 
entire Council for its consideration. It is presently 
anticipated that this will be sometime in March but 
please note that all of the dates set out in here are 
tentative and subject to many factors, a number of 
which are beyond our control.”
      President Joanne Masapust of FPCO noted that 
Kraft “has proposed an amendment to make the 
property where the Captain James restaurant is 
located a C-2; he has also proposed that the Captain 
James Crab deck , a waterfront property, be made 
C-2 as well. As it is currently written, this category 
would allow buildings as tall as 100’ as CONDITIONAL 
USE. Kraft recently shared with me that this height 
might be reduced (as might the heights for the 
C-1 category), but that it would probably mean in-
creased density. He did not say that the Conditional 
Use component for C-2 would be removed. . . .
 “ALL applications for Conditional Use MUST be 
heard by the Zoning Board. Historically, this has not 
bode well for residents, and certainly would require 
a concerted effort to oppose the application by an 
abundance of residents. You might recall that even 
with an abundance of residents and a private at-
torney (John Murphy) opposing a Royal Farms with 
a gas station in Hamilton, the Zoning Board voted 
to support the application by Royal Farms. At one 
point the mayor and Councilman Curran seemed to 
state support for the residents, but backtracked on 
that by the time of the hearing. 
 “So for us, allowing tall buildings as Conditional 
Use would mean intense battles with Zoning. This 
kind of height along our waterfront would create a 
wall of luxury. . . Will this help maintain the historic 
character of Fell’s Point? Of course not! These prop-
erties are not in the Historic District but they are in 
the city’s Commission for Historic and Architectural 
Preservation district and they are at the edge of the 
Historic District----bordering on homes and build-
ings that are part of the Historic District. . . . Who will 
it benefit? Developers and the owners of these large 
parcels.”
 The Transform Baltimore text does contain assur-
ances that existing protections for historic districts 
are being carried forward, with enhancements. This 
interested observer must take that on faith, feeling 
that a true understanding of the legislation is left to 
the planning/zoning bureaucracy and lawyers for 
developers.  

Gallery Plight Draws Letters


