
 Lynn and Jon Veldman, who live in one of the 
new town houses in the 700 block of Regester St., 
liked everything about it but the view. So they took 
up paintbrushes in an instant urban renewal project, 
with the help of family, friends, and neighbors. Their 
easel: two drear walls and an alley house crumbling 
on four back lots of Broadway saloons. The outcome: 
a spritely optical illusion--doors and windows, a 
porthole, a jellyfish, even a lurking Raven and Oriole. 
A black cat, modeled by the Veldmans’, is trying to 
catch the orange bird perched on an imaginary sill.  
 Lynn described the transformation: “We de-
signed both walls with some of our neighbors and 
invited artist Emily Allis,” a friend of daughter Kalli 
Veldman, “to help us realize our dream 
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Festival Tries Again Oct. 23-25
 The Fell’s Point Fun Festival was 
rained out Oct. 2-4 and the pre-
senter, Main Street business group, 
has rescheduled it for the weekend 
of Oct. 23-5. The Preservation Soci-
ety began the festival 49 years ago, 
operated it until three years ago and 
continues to benefit from it through 
a contract with Main Street. This is 
thought to be the first full rainout, 
despite many day-long deluges.

Highlandtown Pastor
Seeks Council Seat

 Highlandtown Pastor Mark Porter is campaigning 
to replace the retiring southeast District 1 city council-
man, Jim Kraft, in next year’s local elections. Born and 

raised in Otterbein, Por-
ter and his wife Christine 
are raising two young 
children close to Patter-
son Park. He is active in 
numerous civic groups, 
including board member 
of Southeast Community 
Development Corp., and 
since 2009 has led the 

congregation of Breath of God Lutheran Church near 
the park. The Maryland graduate has focused on social 
issues, particularly early schooling.
 The Fell’s Pointer asked Porter to comment on two 
issues associated especially with this community:
• “I’m familiar with the Fell’s Point Task Force and 
especially the good work done by Delegate Pete 
Hammen to support that group . . . . The need is 
clear. Fell’s Point is a wonderfully complicated 
neighborhood balancing residential and commer-
cial uses, historic buildings with new construction, 
renters and homeowners, and local businesses 
alongside large corporations. Given that diversity 
of population and of use, there are many stake-
holders working alongside one another. Without 
a regular meeting to share information and coor-
dinate efforts, like the Fell’s Point Task Force, we 
risk leadership becoming divided.”
•  The Aliceanna Street parking debacle indicates 
a two-part failure by the city: of planning and 
process. There has been a failure of 

Art Gallery Back on Bricks 
By Maria Cavacos
 Thirty-five years ago, independent artists 
took over a gallery run by Maryland Institute 
graduates to form the Art Gallery of Fell’s Point, 
a nonprofit cooperative at 811 S. Broadway, as a 
venue for their works. It featured a wood-burning 
stove for the winter months. When the lease was 
lost in 1996, a Sun headline said, “Food Wins Out 
Over Art Gallery.” It found refuge around the 
corner at 1716 Thames St.--until now. The stately 
3-story building across the Belgian blocks from 
the reviving Rec Pier was sold this summer to a 
corporate entity. 
 Rents are rising, the leases ending, and the 
low-budget Gallery is hoping to find new digs by 
Jan. 1, when rumor has it a food-related tenant is 
to move in. The Gallery’s search is citywide, with 
no match found so far in Fell’s Point. 
  As your writer, and cartoonist, I am a long-
time artist and member of the Gallery who moved 
into the building’s upstairs apartment 15 months 
ago. Fortunately I am able to return to my home 
and studio of 35 years on Portugal Street. But I, 
as well as the remaining 30 or so members, will 
miss the locals and tourists who dropped in and 
shared their stories. During their time here, pho-
tography, Steampunk Art , fused glass, stained 
glass, encaustics and collage were added to the 
traditional art the Gallery began with.
  Years ago, Children’s Art Shows were held 
in the outback garden, featuring local students, 
parents and representatives from the mayor’s 
office, too. Wagathons made passersby smile, 
with canines of the neighborhood in a contest 
for the cutest, the hairiest, etc. And the first prize 
was always a portrait of the winning dog by one 
of the members. Each month the gallery had a 
Featured Artist.
  Members staffed the Gallery and also support-
ed it with yearly dues and 30% of their sales. They 
were not subsidized by any government funds 
or grants. A National Miniature Show has been a 
yearly event, with submittals even from abroad. It 

is on display now, through October. 
  Local color and culture are slowly leaving Fell’s 
Point. Progress has its plusses and pitfalls.

When Reality Won’t Do
Illusion Comes Through
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‘Something’s Afoot’ at Vagabond
 The musical murder mystery 
“Something’s Afoot” opens at the 
Vagabond Theater on Friday, Oct. 
16, through Nov. 15. With book, mu-
sic and lyrics by James McDonald, 
David Vos, and Robert Gerlach, it is 
directed by Eric J. Potter. The pro-
duction is a revival of the centenar-
ian group’s 62d season version in 
1978. It has been lauded as “both a 
spoof of and tribute to Agatha Chris-
tie.” At 806 S. Broadway: Friday, 
Saturday at 8, Sunday at 2. Tickets 
at www.vagabondplayers.org or at 
the door ($16-$24); special rates for 
groups available on line. There is a 
$16 “Thursday on Broadway!’ show 
on Nov. 12. Jon Veldman and Emily Allis beside painted window.

 The Preservation Society con-
tinues its celebration of the Robert 
Long House 250th anniversary with 
a free lecture on Thursday, Oct. 15, 
at 7PM. Dr. Jean H. Baker, histo-
rian and former Goucher professor, 
will speak on “Polonia—Polish 
Immigration in Fell’s Point 1870-
1930” at the Lucretia B. Fisher 
Visitor Center, 1724 Thames St. A 
reception follows. 
 On that afternoon, Baltimore 
Heritage offers “Friday Was Fish 
Day: A Walking Tour of Fell’s 
Point’s Immigration Past,” 1-3PM, 
for $15. Led by Dean Krimmel, 
historian and museum consultant, 
it will gather at the Visitor Center. 
For tickets, information, see www.
baltimoreheritage.org/tours.
 As the windup to the 250th 
anniversary of the Long House, 
the Society is planning a fund-
raiser to make possible renewal 
and continued preservation of 
the building—historic Baltimore’s 
oldest residence. It is to be held 
on Jan. 31 at Second Chance, a 
historic industrial site now housing 
reclaimed architectural elements, 
at 1700 Ridgley St. in southwest 
Baltimore. Tickets are to be $125 
for a 5PM reception and lecture, 
still in planning.
 The goal is to raise $40,000 as 
a match for a $40,000 state grant 
being sought from the state by Del. 
Pete Hammen. The two-story 1765 
house underwent its major trans-
formation in 1985—for a couple 
decades it carried a third-floor 
addition—and its heating-cooling 
systems are expensive items in the 
list of renovations now needed.

Immigration Lecture Oct. 15
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Pastor Seeks Council Seat



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

Trash and Recycling  

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Aliceanna Issues Add Up
 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.

 A proposed spot zoning change to allow a 
6-story, 85-unit apartment building on the vacant 
lot at 2030 Aliceanna St. bas provoked opposition 
from residents already nettled by a city effort, 
currently at bay, to clear the street of parking so 
as to speed commuter traffic through the his-
toric district. One outspoken critic of the zoning 
change reported receiving a threatening letter 
for her efforts. Councilman Jim Kraft introduced a 
bill proposing the zoning change, noting that the 
principals in the project were reliable. At present, 
only 45 low-rise units could be built there.
 The controversy arises as a long-running effort at 
total replacement of the city’s 1970s zoning code is 
nearing completion. It currently provides for greater 
heights and densities along some waterfront and on 
several sites in this community. The city has sched-
uled a last round of public meetings on proposed 
code, including Oct. 21, 6PM, at Southeast Anchor Li-
brary, 3601 Eastern Ave. Zoning maps to be discussed 
with relevant Planning Commission recommended 
amendments are at http://rewritebaltimore.org/pdf/
AllCouncilMaps_Amendments1023.pdf. 
 Baltimore Brew website added on Aliceanna:
 “The property has been owned for years by Lo-
cal 37 of the International Union of Operating Engi-
neers and contained a now-vacant office building. 
On August 27, the property was sold to “Harford 
5901 LLC” for $1.5 million, according to state land 
records. A month earlier, the First National Bank of 
Pennsylvania had loaned $1.675 million to the LLC 
secured by the Harford Road property.
 “The loan was signed by David Berg, a scrap metal 
dealer, and the LLC lists Jeremy Landsman as its resi-
dent agent. Landsman was busted in a drug trafficking 
case in 2012 where he admitted to participating in a 
ring that transported $30 million worth of marijuana 
around the country. The new buyer’s address is 2030 
Aliceanna, a former scrap metal yard owned by the 
Cambridge Iron & Metal Co. It has become a center 
of a controversy in Fell’s Point following a proposal 
by developer Richard Manekin to build” on it.

Highlandtown Pastor - cont. from front

transportation planning and investment for the 
Harbor East and Harbor Point projects. Current 
commuter traffic issues should have been antici-
pated and addressed prior to the increased density 
and use. When parking and traffic adjustments are 
considered, an effective Department of Transpor-
tation process would involve the community as a 
partner from the beginning, rather than announc-
ing a change without input.”
 

Reality - cont. from front

of making the view from our windows more color-
ful and interesting. We got permission from bar 
owner George Rodos, who contributed paint, and 
the owner of Mobys. Jon cleaned the alley behind 
Twist, straightened the barbed-wire fence and 
painted it black. We are now friends with Mustafa, 
the owner of Twist, and eat there at least once a 
week.” The downtrodden house was painted brick 
red last summer with neighbors’ help, and is on 
the property of Hot Tomatoes bar. In the course 
of the mostly evenings project, an armed robbery 
occurred along S. Regester.
 “All of our neighbors that live in our row had 
something nice to say, gave ideas and helped us 
with words of encouragement, beverages and some 
donations,” said Lynn. “Christine Crandall-Scott, who 
lives across from us in the double house next to the 
back gate of Twist, is experienced in making murals 
and offered her advice and support as well. It was 
truly a group effort.” 
 The new houses were built on land that came 
with local developer Larry Silverstein’s purchase 
of the former St. Stanislaus Kosta Church on Ann 
St. Christine had painted striking murals on the 
then perimeter wall of the St. Stans property along 
Regester. The Hallers of the Along the Way Ltd. shop 
on Aliceanna St. at the corner also were supporters. 
Kathleen Haller once led community gardeners on 
a plot provided by Silverstein in the interim before 
the town houses were built.  
 Jon Veldman worked for the local builder of 
the town houses until moving recently to Blueprint 
Robotics Construction Co., also local. Kalli, 23, works 
for Johns Hopkins Home Care and her sister Monica, 
21, is a senior in international relations at George 
Washington University. 
 The Veldmans lived 17 years abroad. Lynn 
heads the Indian Children’s Angel Network, devoted 
to aiding the children of Indian prostitutes dying of 
AIDS. www.icangel.org.

The fanciful architecture of Regester St. has a hidden door that opens, an up-front door that doesn’t. 
Neither do the windows. The aquarium looks to be inside, and the Birds and Ravens are given their 
due. Allegedly along the way is a Natty Boh.

Photos by Lew Diuguid

Pre-renewal, gray west side of Regester St.


