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Happenings

(Continued)

Sick Transit Still Sans Cure
 After The Fell’s Pointer staff 
turned out the July issue and de-
parted for its August vacation, the 
city’s traffic authority held its follow-
up meeting to a March blockbuster 
at the Adm. Fell Inn. That one was 
intended to prohibit rush-hour park-
ing on Aliceanna St. at rush hours 
and alleviate backups of commuters 
leaving downtown/Harbor East for 
I95 and the counties. The outrage 
at that heavily attended session pro-
voked the second session, at which 
the authorities presented what was 
billed as their master plan to address 
Southeast’s traffic problems.
 Unhappily, it offered little new. For 
now, Aliceanna’s parking would be 
preserved and its intersection to the 
east at Boston St. would gain a sec-
ond turn lane to mitigate backups. 
After that, the initiatives seemed to 
devolve into calls for more creative 
water taxi routes and bicycle lanes to 
serve commuters, with a few Zipcar 
stands sprinkled in. FPCO President 
Joanne Masapust lamented the lack 
of evidence that the planners paid 
attention to the needs of this historic 
district, with its narrow, often cobbled 
streets and shaky row house foun-
dations. Residents left the meeting 
as sullen as they entered. On the 
horizon in Harbor Point (actually 
Fell’s Point), the Exelon regional 
headquarters, being sheathed in 
glass, neared completion, soon to 
fill with commuters and their autos. 
 Those looking for something 
positive from the traffic department 
could point to the beneficence 
of the newly prominent stop sign 
on Thames St. at the 

Maraziti Runs for Mayor,
Marcinko for City Council
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LOOSE CANNON RECAPTURED—When one of the pile drivers noisily underpinning the century-old Rec Pier all summer clanked into an impediment, 
a diver discovered this encrusted cannon in the historic harbor’s muck. From what era? An underwater archaeologist of the Maryland Historical Trust 
said it is in wet storage pending investigation. In 2003, workers shoring up bulkhead between Bond and Caroline Sts. came upon what turned out 
to be a 200-year-old French cannon. A Pa. resident soon acknowledged that 50 years earlier he and a carousing colleague had wrestled the relic, 
then displayed at Rukert Terminal, into the water. Another cannon found earlier nearby is now displayed at the foot of Chester St. A spokesman for 
Sagamore, redeveloping Rec Pier into a hotel, said it hopes to display this cannon in the building. He said the pile driving is nearly complete.

 Suddenly this summer, Fell’s Point has turned 
political. Mike Maraziti, owner of One-Eyed Mike’s 
Tavern and president of business-oriented Main 
Street, announced on Sept. 1 his Democratic 
candidacy to be mayor of Baltimore. Earlier, when 
First District City Councilman Jim Kraft of High-
landtown declared he would not run for reelec-
tion next year, Ed Marcinko, 56, a recently retired 
Drug Enforcement agent who has presided over 
two Upper Fells community organizations, joined 
the race to replace him. 
 Maraziti, 52, who lives here, said in an inter-
view with the Business Journal that his prime 
issues include property taxes, crime, schools and 
accountability in city government. He expressed 
concern that recent cuts in taxes have been offset 
by increases in the cost of other services like water 
bills. He also is part owner of a new tavern, Lobo, 
on Wolf at Aliceanna Sts. and is a long-running 
contributor to The Fell’s Pointer.
 Marcinko, 56, lives with his father, 90, 
a retired barber, in the family home on 
Bank St. near Register. Asked to comment 
on the role of The Fell’s Point Task force, 
headed by Del. Pete Hammen to bring to-
gether community leaders, Marcinko said, 
“It does an excellent job and should not 
change. I would like to form a similar task 
force in other areas of the district. To do 
this I believe that the next council person 
must take this job full time.”  In Upper Fells, 
he worked through the bureaucracy to 
introduce the gating of narrow alleys for 
community purposes, including security, 
gardening and to mitigate storm runoff. 
 At least four non-Fell’s Pointers also 
have declared for the Council job and the 
newsletter will introduce them in future 
issues.
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9-11 Service Awardees
Are Cromwell and Ward 

 This year’s winner of the 9-11 Selfless Com-
munity Service Award is Barbara Cromwell, long 
a staple of the Preservation Society staff, and 
recipient of a lifetime service award is Judge 
Tom Ward, recently retired from the Liquor Board 
after spending a year in its reformation and thus 
strengthening community efforts to rein in rogue 
bars. These 13th annual awards were to be pre-
sented on Friday, Sept. 11, by Towne Crier Michael 
Lisicky in the Square at 5PM.   
 Lisicky said of Barbara, “She spent her early 
years on N. Robinson St. before moving to the 
county. She started working for Moran Tugs in the 
1970s, eventually on Rec Pier, retiring from Moran 
after 25 years and joining the Preservation Soci-
ety--always active with the Fun Festival, Mothers’ 
Day House Tours, and the Visitor Center. She hasn’t 
been to Fell’s Point since 2014 due to her health, 
but has still helped organize tours 



and lectures from 
her home. She is of-
ten called for advice. 
One of her biggest 
frustrations is that 
’Nobody can spell 
Fell’s Point anymore’ 
but remains commit-
ted to it for being a 
‘quaint, friendly, and 
comfortable place.’ “
 Ward,  88,  has 
lived throughout his 
career on Bolton Hill, 
but as a city council-
man in the 1960s he rallied to Fell’s Point in its 
battle to fend off the federal highway that would 
have destroyed it. He was a member of the group 
that founded the Preservation Society and he 
helped foster it as a member of the Commission 
for Historical and Architectural Preservation 
1966-8. He was a Circuit Court judge 1982-97.
 Last year’s awardees included Joanne 
Masapust of FPCO and, in the lifetime category, 
Vince Peranio, Delores Deluxe and Romaine 
Stec Somerville. The awards were conceived by 
the senior Towne Crier, the Rev. Jack Trautwein, 
in the aftermath of the 2001 terrorist attacks. 
Nominations are welcomed from all residents 

and voted upon by past awardees. Lisicky’s 
email: altolfudge@yahoo.com. 

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Prof. Walker Back on Square
--Jaunty New Puppets, Stage  

 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.

“Greater Tuna” at Vagabond
 The Vagabond Players open the 
theater group’s 100th season with 
the comedy “Greater Tuna,” running 
weekends through Sept. 27 at 806 
S. Broadway. Fri-Sat. at 8; Sun. at 
2.Tickets online at www.vagabond-
players.org or at the door, $15-$20; 
$10 Thurs. Sept. 24.

Judge Tom Ward

By Kathleen Haller
Along the Way Ltd.

 Professor Horn’s Punch & Judy Show, featuring 
dedicated nonresident Fell’s Pointer Mark Walker, 
is back on the bricks with a new stage and puppets 
personally imported from London—projecting 
75 shows per year thanks to the sponsorship of 
Admiral Fell Inn owner Dominik Eckenstein. 
 Over the last 2 1/2 years Mark’s civic efforts 
and coverage of bar characters and other curi-
osities for The Fell’s Pointer fell away, although 
his job with Johns Hopkins at Bond Street Wharf 
continued, and still does.  “A large part of this had 
to with my son, Victor,” he said. “He was in the midst 
of finishing high school and we only had two cars 
for three people running in opposite direc-
tions.  I’m very close with my son, so I wanted 
to spend quality time with him before he left 
for college.”
 Mark did hold numerous discussions, even 
secret meetings “with tons of people in the arts 
community, developers, historical groups, tour-
ism officials and businesses leaders” about how 
to keep his trademark Punch & Judy here for the 
Point’s daylight crowd, the youngsters. For years 
they had found him along Broadway Pier, waiting 
for the holiday Parade of the Lighted Boats or the 
arrival of St. Nicholas by tugboat—a tradition in-
spired by Walker. With Eckenstein’s help and that of 
Nancy Caudill acting as interlocutor, the puppets 
are mounting a comeback. 
 “In August 2014 I was in England ordering all 
new equipment made by master Punch & Judy 

craftsmen. If you enjoyed my old show, I think 

you’re going to love this new production,” said 
Walker. “It’s going to be like Punch & Judy on 
steroids. The dramatis personae of puppets has 
greatly increased, and the new stage looks like it 
rolled off a Hollywood movie set.” He described 
new comedy material, saying some of the pup-
pets are still being hand-carved, so the next few 
months are going to be somewhat transitional. 
He expects to be on the foot of Broadway two 
weekends each month, starting with a show on 
Sunday, Sept. 13. 
 “From day one my plan was always to brand 
my show with this neighborhood in order to 
give Fell’s Point something unique. Outside of a 
Parisian park, the famous Codman Punch & Judy 
show, which has been in Liverpool since the 19th 
Century, or perhaps some al fresco performance in 
Covent Garden, I don’t know of any other resident 
Punch & Judy show in the world. This gives Fell’s 
Point something really fun and clever to promote 
to families and tourists.” 
 Mr. Punch is dominant in this new edition, said 
the puppeteer and sometime magician, but he’ll 
feel right at home with many of the new jokes, 
gags and trick puppets arriving from London. I 
just hope Fell’s Point is ready for this.” 

Mark Walker presents new puppets in front of the 
Admiral Fell Inn.

Lost: A Gypsy in the ‘Point’s Soul

9-11 Salutes - cont. from front

Christina and brother, breakfast-bound. 

Sick Transit - cont. from front
5-stop corners with Ann and Fell 
Sts., assisting pedestrians and driv-
ers alike. Frequenters of the Ann St. 
Wharf relaxed when the Federal Ale 
House, seeking permission for a 
138-seat bar and restaurant there, 
withdrew its application in the face 
of petitioners.
 In the Square, The Rev. Jack 
Trautwein, in his colonial garb, 
read out his dispatches from the 
war in 1814, just west of the Point. 
He does them every year. The sun 
was hot, the crowd small, eclectic, 
and bemused. Preacher Jack never 
wavered.

 For 40 years, Christine Ely, a.k.a. Christina 
Stevens, a Gypsy of the Ron clan, was a fixture in 
the doorway as she waved Fell Pointers into her 
various parlors to read the good fortunes in their 
palms--after consulting her cards. Most recently 
she was with her brother and son in the 1700 block 
of Aliceanna St., where her own luck ran out. After 
years of declining health, she died in June at 82.
 When asked, Christina would describe being 
one of eight children who, growing up in west Bal-
timore, learned the buskers’ art of street entertain-
ing. When joining neighbors for a morning chat she 
was wont to break out a sunny Irving Berlin song 
from her youth, on pitch. In recent years, though, 
she and her brother Tony were often seen with 
their canes silently making their way to Broadway 
Market or Jimmy’s on the Square.
 Maria Cavacos added on NextDoor: May Chris-
tina rest in peace! Another recent loss is Mary 
Zadroga, who with her husband had the fruit stand 
in the 2000 block of Eastern Ave.


