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Happenings
Newsletter Goes Os in August
 The next issue of The Fell’s 
Pointer, which almost always is 
monthly, will not appear until Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, 2015, so that its 
all-volunteer staff can vacation in 
August—including Orioles watch.

Ward’s Liquor Board
Takes Last Swing at 

Latin Palace Problem

Photos by Lew Diuguid

Chairman Ward: In one year, a 
large imprint.

Market’s 5th Year, on the Square?

By Lew Diuguid
 It was the next to last matinee in the year-
long performance of retired Judge Tom Ward as 
chairman of the new-age Liquor Board, and his 
antagonist was the latest high-priced lawyer for 
the Latin Palace at 509 S. Broadway. Standing 
silently next to the lawyer in the hearing room at 
City Hall was owner Enrique Ribadeniera, loqua-
cious in the past but clearly admonished by his 
lawyer to remain silent. Inspectors had just laid 
out the latest case finding continued violations 
of board rulings that have fined or shuttered the 
quasi-club in the past.
 Ward, 88, called back to duty by then-Gov. 
Martin O’Malley to clean up the crony-prone state 
board after a damning 2013 audit, addressed the 
lawyer on June 18: “I have devoted more time to 
your client than to any other single issue in my 
term.” He alluded to when the owner, seeking 
removal of past license restrictions on live en-
tertainment, had proceeded to lay on a heavily 
publicized, illegal boxing match. When the board 
closed it, Ribadeniero issued statements alleging 
ethnic discrimination. The lawyer had put before 
the board the predictable petition “with 78 sig-
natures, most of them residents” to vouch for the 
integrity of the Latin Palace, with its decades of 
violations. He also said his client faced financial 
ruin, owning an 18,000 sq. ft. building, if he lost 
his license.
 A neighboring couple had testified that 
despite submittals by the Palace about board-
ordered spending for sound-proofing, the new 
system rattled their dishes as before and they still 
could hope to sleep only after 2AM. 
Bolton Hill resident Ward, an ex-member of City  
 Council and a co-founder of the movement 
that saved Fell’s Point in the 1950s road fight, ad-
mitted perplexity when it comes to Ribadeneira. 
“You seem to have lots of friends,” he said, noting 
that ex-Mayor O’Malley played there with his rock 
band back when he wore t-shirts to work. “My fel-
low commissioner found her future husband at 
your place, and she loves it,” he added, nodding to 
Dana Moore, long a player in city politics and also 
appointed by O’Malley. She said in the hearing, “I 
just beg for Mr. Ribadineiro to find a way to get 
permanent compliance.”

 The chairman 
then focused on 
the club owner, 
entrenched for 40 
years, and said, 
“I like Mr. Ribadi-
neiro, too, and I’ve 
talked to him. I told 
him he had to obey 
the law and if he 
doesn’t I’m going 
to close him down. 
He responded that 
I could not close 
him down, and I 

asked him why he thought that. He replied, ‘Be-
cause I have a lot of friends.’ “
Still, Ward, after indicating that such thinking was 
what his board set out to overcome, called for the 
relative wrist slap of a three-week suspension of 
the license, and Moore concurred. 
 After hearing another case, Ward stayed on 
to receive this interviewer and well as thanks, de-
spite the hearing outcome, from FPCO President 
Joanne Masapust. She had testified that repeated 
efforts to achieve a community memorandum 
of understanding with Ribadeneira had come 
to naught. The MOU, encouraged by the board, 
would have held him to conditions on hours and 
noise to protect the community, but he failed 
to observe them. Nevertheless she praised the 
changes wrought by Ward’s board that she said 
her community with its glut of licenses appreci-
ates. He advised her to write to the new governor 
concerning Ward’s imminent replacement, and 
she has done so—urging continuation of the 
reforms.
 In the brief interview, Ward voiced concern 
that Republican Gov. Larry Hogan has shown no 
interest in extending the reform effort. He said 
the governor’s team has interviewed an ex-chief 
of inspectors for the Liquor Board, Mark Fossler, 
who was separated during the cleanup. He is su-
ing the board for $1.5 million, alleging he lost his 
job because he is white.
 Asked to assess the overall performance of his 
dominant Democratic Party in the city through his 
long career, Ward said, “There is no party politics 
at this level” of the Liquor Board, but its leader 
should be a politically oriented lawyer willing 
to hold bars to the law. “The word is out” after a 
long hiatus, he said, with obvious pride. The last 

session of his board was expected to 
be noncontroversial.  
On another Liquor Board issue, see Let-
ter, Page 2

 Main Street’s revival of a Fell’s 
Point tradition, a seasonal farmers’ 
market on Broadway Square, is 
in its fifth year and the Saturday 
sessions, 7:30-11AM, have been 
well attended. Complaints about 
prices also have increased and the 
ratio of arts, crafts and commercial 
vendors to actual farmers selling 
their crops has tilted in favor of the 
former. 
 In addition, one of the farmers 
selling at this and other such mar-
kets in the city has complained that 
a few competitors are not truly of-
fering their own goods but produce 
bought at the same wholesale mar-
kets that service chain grocers—
and offered at higher prices.
 In a June 3 letter to the editor 
of The Sun, owner Paul Sorenson 
of Gravel Springs Farms in Union 
Bridge, Md., warned of “fake 
farmers.” The next week here he 
confirmed that a couple of suspects 
were in our midst, and he said he 
had complained to Main Street. He 
pointed out that stand leases stipu-
late against misrepresentation and 
he suggested that the manager 
visit the claimed sites. Main Street 
administrator Joy Giordano said 
she was pursuing the matter but 
has not yet responded.



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Letter to The Liquor Board

Nature Pops Up Twixt Bricks 
By Constance Methwin
Shakespeare Street

 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Bakery Again on Ann St. Wharf
 When the owner of Bonaparte 
Bakery fled Ann Street Wharf last 
winter for France with his creditors 
in pursuit, the Belts Corp. owner of 
the building vowed that a replace-
ment would relight the ovens by 
spring. The Patango Bakery-Cafe is 
now open daily, 7AM-9:30PM, and 
spreading out its decidedly Italian 
breads lines and sandwiches. The 
same owners sell gelato on the 
Square. In a new twist, the dry cafe is 
offering guests the option, for $5, of 
bagging in their own beer or wine. 

‘Commander’ at the Vagabond
 The Vagabond Players and the 
Baltimore Playwrights Festival are 
presenting “Commander,” a play 
asking if America is ready for a gay 
president, July 10-26, on Fri.-Sat. at 
8, Sun. at 2, for $12. It is written by 
Mario Correa and directed by Chelsea 
Dove. Tickets at vagabondplayers.org 
or at the door, 808 S. Broadway.

From atop Washington Hill on Broadway at Fayette 
St. broods Cuban independence hero and poet Jose 
Marti, watching over Fell’s Point far below—as if 
meditating over President Obama’s recent decision 
to resume relations with Havana after a 50-year 
hiatus. Through efforts of the late emigre Queral Fi-
astro, the bust was erected in 2008 during the may-
orship of Sheilah Dixon. An inscription addressed 
to the city by the Hispanic Committee of Maryland 
says Marti “loved the Americas as he loved his coun-
try.” Soil at the base was gathered in 24 countries, 
from Argentina to Venezuela. After  exile in the Unit-
ed States, he was not so ardent about it, writing “I 
know the beast. I have lived in its entrails.”

June 27, 2015
Board of Liquor License Commissioners
Dear Sirs and Madam: 
 I wish to register the opposition of my wife 
and me to provision of a new Class B or any other 
liquor license sought by Federal Taphouse Bar 
LLC at 913 S. Ann Street, Baltimore, 21231. For 18 
years we have been owner-residents at 960 Fell 
St. #109, which is within 200 feet east along the 
city’s rightly prized harbor-side Promenade from 
the proposed bar-restaurant. Five single-family 
residences also face on the Promenade between 
our 10 family pier houses and the site at issue. 
Ann Street in the affected waterside block is a 
one-lane, Belgian-block cul de sac too narrow 
to accommodate the Promenade’s required 12-
foot width without use of part of that roadway. 
The 138-seat restaurant would have no parking 
nor means even of receiving customers by taxi 
without endangering walkers on the Promenade 
and visitors to the four other small venues.
 Fell Street east of its juncture with Ann is 
almost exclusively residential, including, at 931, 
the community’s grandest 18th century histori-
cal property. Farther east are several large apart-
ment buildings which, however, offer no com-
mercial nonresident parking. None is available 
on this east side of Fell’s Point. Street parking, 
while restricted to residents, is already in heavy 
demand and has proven inadequate. . . .
 When we moved here in 1998 a similar ap-
plication came before the Liquor Board and it 
was strenuously opposed by the community. 
We sense such continued opposition and we 
ask the Board to act in our interests once again. 
This block of little shops already includes a 
wine bar and a smaller restaurant that serves 
alcoholic beverages. Ann also intersects with 
Thames Street, the adjacent block of which has 
seven licenses of the sort and size that the ap-
plicant seeks. Several thrive on loud music that 
already impacts on our neighbors. 
 We are retirees who volunteer in this com-
munity we enjoy, and we hope to continue 
doing so. We appreciate your consideration.
Lewis H. Diuguid, Editor, The Fell’s Pointer Newsletter
Shirley A. Hogan, President, The Preservation 
Society of Federal Hill and Fell’s Point

Constance Methwin takes to the weeds on Shake-
speare, including at right, the hated ailanthus.

 As a city dweller without a car, I enjoy 
seeing nature on a walk through Fell’s Point. 
Not just the many lovely planters and win-
dow boxes that neighbors have created, nor 
trees that line the streets, but the growth 
that comes in the cracks of the sidewalks 
and between the bricks—the weeds. 
 It is said that a weed is a plant whose 
virtues have not yet been discovered. I 
delight in finding them. There are so many 
species that identification is not always 
possible, but I continue to learn.
 The house at 801 Bethel St. has been 
particularly hospitable to weeds. I counted 
at least 12 kinds, and one year there was 
even a non-weed volunteer petunia grow-
ing beside the steps. Alas, a sidewalk clear-out took 
down the spring crop recently, but the weeds will 
be back. The north side of Shakespeare St.is a trove; 
how glad I am that no one sprays Round-Up there. 
I count 21, including plantain, crab grass (often 
beside the house of Bertha’s mussels) wood sorrel, 
Fil-over-the-ground, wild lettuce, dandelion, even 
a goldenrod. 
 A recurring interruption of my pleasure is 

ailanthus, or “tree grows in Brooklyn” weed. It is a 
most invasive nuisance and neighbors don’t seem 
to know that it must be uprooted as soon as it ap-
pears. Several planters and tree wells contain very 
large specimens that should be pulled soon.
 There is much to enjoy, even the lovely blue 
flowers of chicory if you know where to look 
—Lancaster St. at the parking lot near Caroline St. 
I often encounter purslane and indeed ran into it 
at a stall in the Saturday Farmers’ Market, selling 
for $3 a bunch as a source of Omega 3.
 Methwin came to Fell’s Point in 1974 and her first 
job here was as a waitress at Bertha’s. She had been 
married to a Czech after WWII and lived in Prague but 
left at the Communist takeover. Prior contributions to 
The Pointer include her account of the time Vincent 
Price came to Bertha’s.  


