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Point Caught Up in City’s Riot, Damaged, Anguished, Yet on the Margin
By Lew Diuguid
 Half a city away from the Sandtown-Winchester neighborhood 
torn by a death and destruction last month, Fell’s Pointers who some-
times are accused of indifference to less-fortunate communities of 
Baltimore did make clear their primary concern for security here—
while in several instances also voicing compassion for those more 
immediately affected by the west side violence, with its complex roots 
in the city’s racial and economic disparities.  
 Incursions of looters, and paucity of police put the focus on secu-
rity, a larger version of the long-running problems with petty crime 
occasionally occurring in this neighborhood that is overwhelmingly 
white in a city majority black: an unfamiliar black may be noted along 
a side street. A theft, or even a holdup, may follow and the suspect is 
last seen heading toward the nearby Perkins public housing. On April 
27, after rioting spread in west Baltimore, four looters at about 11PM 
threw a cement block through the door of  the CapitolMac computer 
store at 714 S. Broadway.
 “We were hit because we sell computers,” said Manager Page Bran-
son, who has worked in the store since it opened in 2010, and who is 
one of the few blacks to manage a business here. She said neighbors 
in apartments above the shops across Broadway heard the crash, came 
running and drove off the looters. The neighbors helped clean up and 
board up. They and others formed an ad hoc Citizens on Patrol, as 
there was no police presence. At about 1:30AM, service technician Nick 
Orozco estimated, with the COP 
patrolling elsewhere, the loot-
ers returned, broke in, carried 
off about $15,000 in comput-
ers and vandalized the shop’s 
interior. The alarm system had 
been disabled during the first 
attempt. Still no police. 
 In the same time frame, a 
similar assault occurred at Boost 
Mobile phone store, just over a 
block north at 522 Broadway. 
The assailants failed to gain 
entry when the glass door, 
though broken, held. “We were 
lucky,” said Daniel Kim, whose 
repeated calls found 911 busy. 
At last, he was able to request 
a call-back, but it never came. 
His alarm system also triggered 
calls but the service was unable 

After isolated looting, windows were boarded on Thames St., left. Anguished artist protested early, also on Thames; by the post-riot weekend, the 
Guard occupied the Square.  With lifting of curfew May 3, the well-received  troops decamped.
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to reach the police. Kim is president of the Broadway Area Business 
Assoc., formed in 2013, and he said its members have pulled together 
anew in this crisis. Asked about relations with the police, he said, “They 
have been good to us in the past” but this time unavailable. “I ended up 
reaching Larry Fasano,” the policeman assigned to Fell’s Point, who was 
on vacation in Arizona. “He said he’s been called back,” added Kim.
 As boarded-up storefronts proliferated, community leaders 
pressed Councilman Jim Kraft and delegates to Annapolis on why the 
National Guard, belatedly called in, occupied Harbor East but ignored 
Fell’s Point. On Thursday, April 30, Kraft recounted “a telephone call 
that I had earlier today with the [Police] Commissioner’s office. I told 
them that I did not think that what they were offering was sufficient 
nor was it acceptable to our community. They basically stated that 
they understood, but this is how the deployment will be. In my com-
munications with the Administration about the situation, they have 
indicated that the law enforcement folks are managing the deploy-
ments.”  On Friday the crisis climaxed with charging of the six police 
in whose hands Freddie Gray, 25, of Sandtown had died. 
 Still, the 10PM curfew remained in effect and on Saturday a Na-
tional Guard unit was assigned to Broadway Square. Actually, though, 
Fell’s Point had drawn the Guard to it unofficially, on Thursday. Orozco, 
of CapitolMac, recounted how five or six guardsmen arrived to help 
as the shopkeepers were cleaning up after the second attack. The 
guardsmen turned out to be on break from duty in Harbor East — 

two who actually live here 
brought along buddies to 
help out the neighborhood 
informally, walking about 
for several hours. CapitolMac 
reopened on Friday, dimin-
ished but undaunted. The 
Guard unit that rolled into 
the Square on Saturday was 
from Salisbury.
 A lesser event on April 
27 pointed up the neigh-
borhood’s racial sensitivi-
ties during troubles. In west 
Baltimore, the national press 
struggled with characterizing 
the racial aspect of the riot, 
given that the neighbor-
hood, mayor and police com-
missioner as well as half the 
accused police 



thanks to John W. 
Allen of Bond St.
 The binders 
include all but three 
issues of the follow-
up Gazette broad-
s h e e t  t h a t  w a s 
published on Fell 
St. monthly from 
1977 to ‘87. Its his-
tory was recounted 
here in three arti-
cles last year. The 
Fell’s Pointer shows 

up frequently in the files, as does the Fells Prospect 
newsletter, and Lumsden has made gifts to help 
support both. No articles, though. “I don’t like to 
write, but I do like to read,” he said. And reread. He 
started the archive in the 1960s, some early items 
found in-house--where his wife was born and her 
family lived for 100 years. A mason’s early version 
of graffiti says it was built in 1825.
 Lumsden was born in northeast Baltimore, 
graduated from Poly and was a sailor in the Korean 
War, helping catch jets returning to the USS Prince-
ton. He worked 35 years at BGE, retiring in 1991. The 
couple have four sons, all living close to Baltimore. 
The youngest is a surgeon who has agreed to carry 
on the archive. Lumsden recalls being active in the 
Preservation Society In the “Road Fight” years—
”and helping Bob Eney peel the Flintstone off the 
Robert Long House. Not Formstone, Flintstone,” 
at the start of its 1985 restoration. Flintstone was 
a lesser rival to the classic Formstone, grayer and 
flintier. He saluted the house’s 250th anniversary 
celebration this year. 

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support 
byJacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.
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Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

75 Binders Archive ‘Point

City’s Riot - cont. from front

 Jurisdictions justify their existence with 
archives—federal, state, city, even communal, as 
in files at the Preservation Society. Fell’s Point also 
has a very personal resident archivist, Edward 
Lumsden, 83, of 411 S. Ann St. He is so fond of 
his community’s history that he has collected 
it for his own reference—in 75 large loose-leaf 
binders, mostly two to a year and crammed with 
newspapers, clips from them, magazine articles, 
documents, photos, including many of his 
own, and personal notes. The archive title: 
“Fells Point History.”
 Lumsden’s collection of newspapers 
printed here starts before 1800, including a 1799 
issue of the Gazette reporting on the death that 
year of George Washington and the Point’s reac-
tion to it. That issue is framed and hangs in the 
living room. The newspapers are so rare that they 
drew a visit from the then Maryland Archivist Ed-
ward Papenfuse for a look. As a result, Lamsden 
donated the 21 originals to the state. Another in 
the binders is a 1795 Fell’s-Point Telegraphe (the 
masthead punctuated precisely that way), which 
appeared on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Water Taxi Spring Day Rate $14
 The spring Water taxi all-day 
adult pass rate is $14, the one-way 
$8 and the all-day rate for children 
3-10 is $7. Hours are traditional: 
Mon.-Thur. in April, 11AM-8PM; 
Fri.-Sat. 10AM-11PM; Sun.10AM-
8PM. May 1-Sept. 7, Mon.-Thur. 
11AM-11PM; Fri.-Sat. 10AM-11PM; 
Sun. 10AM-8PM. Frequent Floater 
annual passes are individual $150; 
Buddy Pass for 2. $200; Unlimited 
family pass $250. 
 Service to Ft. McHenry: Last 
boat leaves Inner Harbor at 3PM, 
last from Fell’s Point at 3:30. Last 
return at 5PM. Night baseball: Last 
boat leaves 30 min. after last out or 
12:30AM. Current routes of Water 
Taxis and the city’s free Harbor 
Connectors remain consistent with 
those on the over-the-winter pas-
sages. The service office is still at 
1735 Lancaster St., 410.563.3900, 
but has an office in Canton as well. 

were black. Here, on April 29, two black women in 
their 20s entered Fell’s Point along Lancaster St. 
and asked a resident for directions to the Sound 
Garden. The woman directed them to Thames St. 
but they returned saying they couldn’t find it. One 
then threw a brick through the window of the 
recently bought house and ran. 
 At 1622 Thames, just east of the Sound Garden, 
a Baltimore-born black artist in mosaics, Loring 
Cordish, opened his How Great 
Thou Art shop in 2012. After the 
killing, he mounted signs express-
ing his outrage [see photo, P1]. 
After a couple of days he removed the signs, saying 
he had made his point. But following the riot he 
mounted them anew and said he did not wish to 
discuss the issue. In the past he has discussed his 
art as inspirational [See The Fell’s Pointer, Jan. 12, 
2013]. When the six police were charged on May 1 
the signs came down again, replaced with a thank 
you to the responsible State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Moseby.
 Although violence here was limited, rioting 
elsewhere caused heavy loss of business in this 
tourist- and tavern-oriented community. Mer-
chants were particularly affected by the curfew, 
lifted last Sunday. Many events were canceled or 
postponed, including a free lecture at the Preserva-
tion Society’s Visitor Center to celebrate this 250th 
anniversary year of the Robert Long House on Ann 
St. Again, a racial irony entered. The lecture was 
to be by Dr. Helena Hicks, a specialist in African-
American history, on  “The African-American Com-
munity in Fell’s Point 1760-1860.” In that era, this 
community had a large population of freed slaves. 
Dr. Hicks said she was not able to attend the April 
30 session, which is to be rescheduled. 
 Businesses and nonprofits seeing their city 
in crisis took to social media to rally citizens of 
whatever class or race. President James Piper 
Bond of Fell’s Point’s Living Classrooms Founda-

tion issued a letter 
April 30: “Our young 
people desperately 
need the skills, re-
sources, and oppor-
tunities to be suc-
cessful, respected, 
healthy, and con-
tributing members 
of society. Recent 
events have made 
this more apparent 
than ever. Broken 
families, dysfunc-

tional schools, lack of employment, violent neigh-
borhoods beleaguered with the drug trade, limited 
access to healthy foods, preventative medical care, 
and recreational activities for youth--all contribute 
to a seemingly endless cycle of poverty.
  “Our Fresh Start program provides teenaged 
juvenile offenders with vocational, academic, 
and social development skills over 40 weeks in 
a non-traditional setting. These students receive 
opportunities that support them on a path to 
full-time employment . . . Our Safe Streets Program 
reduces shooting and homicides in East Baltimore, 
where homicide is one of the greatest risk factors 
for teenagers and young adults . . . Our Project 
SERVE program provides on-the-job training for 
ex-offenders while they revitalize Baltimore com-
munities . . . Students at our Crossroads charter 
school [on S. Caroline St.] and the students served 
by our after-school and summer programs show 
significant academic and behavioral improvements 
over their peers.”
 Living Classrooms’ Maritime Park on Thames 
St. includes the Frederick Douglass and Isaac 
Meyers Museum dedicated to early black leaders 
of Fell’s Point. Still, as reported here last month, 
someone in this community off to the side of the 
city’s gravest ills, is stealing markers to its ex-slave 
author and orator Douglass. 

 Artist Frank King, 85, whose paintings, like 
himself, frequented coffee house here includ-
ing LiquidEarth and Latte Da on Aliceanna St., 
died last month of complications while awaiting 
heart surgery at Union Memorial Hospital. He 
was a veteran of both the Army and the Mer-
chant Marine and retired 15 years ago from the 
Social Security Administration. —David Myers

Artist Frank King Dies at 85

With neighbors’ help, computer store looted 
on west side of Square reopened in 3 days. 

Edward Lumsden of Ann St. 
keeps history at hand.


