
 When the city’s Department of Transportation 
passed word through Councilman Jim Kraft of a 
“done deal,” to make the south side of Aliceanna St. 
from President to Boston St. no-parking 4-7PM as 
of April 1, a collective response of “Enough!” arose 
from this community beset by decades of car-
borne frustrations—with the shortage of parking 
foremost. Soon came an angry, heavily attended 
FPCO meeting on March 19, led by President 
Joanne Masapust. Soon followed 742 signatures on 
a petition of rejection collected by the Residents 
Association under President David Martz. On March 
30 came an abject rollback by DOT at a community 
gathering it called at the Admiral Fell Inn. 
 About 150 Pointers and nearby neighbors at-
tended, their questions and criticisms forming a 
consensus: the city has encouraged development 
of high-density office buildings in Harbor East and 
lately Harbor Point without implementing plans 
to accommodate the resulting traffic, and now it 
is attempting to solve inevitable rush-hour tie-ups 
by funneling the commuters through the narrow, 
predominantly residential streets of Fell’s Point en 
route to I95 and the suburbs. 
 Fielding the ire, DOT Senior Adviser Frank 
Murphy and Chief of Special Projects Sameer Sidh 
disowned the April 1 scheme and wielded a 2007 
Southeast traffic study with goals of improving traf-
fic here to show that efforts have long since been 
underway. But as Masapust said in her opening 
indictment, while the study did offer possibilities, 
it is eight years old now “and it never was imple-
mented.” Kraft, arriving late after a City Council 
meeting, also dodged questions of responsibility 
for the Aliceanna speed-lane “misunderstanding” 
and said it was time to move forward. 
 What DOT now sought was solely to exclude 
evening rush-hours traffic from the block of Al-
iceanna between Wolfe and Washington Sts., the 
major bottleneck here. The waterside blocks east 
to Boston St. already prohibit parking and are 
without residences. The added block would allow 
two rush-hour lanes of eastbound traffic to Boston 
St., with two right-turn lanes at Boston—another 
bottleneck for cars headed on toward I95. Murphy 
said 690 vehicles are making that turn at the peak 
hour. But residents close to the rush-hour mayhem 
on Aliceanna at Wolfe and Washington turns, had 
larger fish to fry. Parents and grandparents decried 
inability to cross Aliceanna with youngsters at Wash-
ington, which has no stoplight. They expressed 
grave concern, too, for safety along the narrow 
walks taking them to a light at Wolfe. 
 Bikers joined in, admitting re-
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Parking Pass Black Market
   Police  officers  who  address  Res-
idents’  Assoc.  meetings   upstairs  
at   Bertha’s   routinely   admonish  
attendees  to  help  stamp  out  Fell’s  
Point’s  most  flagrant  crime  by  leav-
ing  nothing  of  value  visible  in  their  
parked  cars.  That  admonition  came  
home  to  roost  recently  for  Bertha’s  
bar   manager   Bernard   Lyons.  
As  many   here   have,   he   noticed  
a  man,   in   this   case   a   long-time  
resident,  peering  into  autos  along  
his  narrow  street.  He  was  pulling  
at  door  handles  of  cars  displaying  
residential  parking  passes.  
   “A  few  days  later,  the  same  guy  
came   into   the   bar   trying   to   sell  
a   pass,   and   again   a   few  weeks  
later,”  said  Lyons.  “A  resident  in  the  
process  of  moving  actually  caught  
him  with  the  pass  in  his  hand  and  
took   it   back.  Sadly,  he  didn’t   call  
the  police.”  Guest  passes  seem  to  
be  a  hot   item  on  a  cobblestones  
black  market,  where  metered  park-
ing  rates  are  reaching  for  the  sky.  
Can  this  put  your  eventual  guest,  
displaying  a  pass,   in   jeopardy  of  
a  busted  window?  Here’s  a  ques-
tion  to  put  to  the  police  this  month  
upstairs  at  Bertha’s.  

A Plan for Patterson Park
By Lew Diuguid
 A precedent case for the power of public 
outrage, as provoked last month by a city plan 
to speed commuter traffic through historic Fell’s 
Point, occurred 2 1/2 years ago when the City 
Hall announced plans to open a central section 
of Patterson Park to autos. Almost 100 parking 
spaces were to be carved out of the green to ac-
commodate them. Councilman Jim Kraft seized 
the high ground that time, sharing the sentiment 
of the surrounding neighbors. He called a public 
meeting that drew 500 to the park’s old Casino in 
vociferous opposition. What has happened since 
certainly will affect the park, and may offer some 
insights on what to expect currently in what is be-
ing called the Point’s second road fight.
 The uprising in Patterson Park on Oct. 2, 2012, 
led the city to suspend pavement plans and the 
mayor assembled a broad-based team including 
officials of Rec & Parks, Friends of Patterson Parks 
and community leaders to create a master plan, 
last drawn up in 1988. The team took a year to form, 
frustrating yet maintaining community participa-
tion. On March 24, the master planners delivered a 
progress report at a meeting in Patterson Park Public 
Charter School that drew perhaps 250—signaling 
public interest continues at a high level. 
 In a sense, the city had already made changes 
inevitable before announcing its parking plan in 
2014—by creating a senior center in the Casino 
building. The elderly would have to be driven to it, 
hence the parking. No concerted opposition to the 
senior center appeared and attendees increased 
when a center near the park was shut down. 
But space allocated to vehicles near the Casino 
actually has diminished, since a neighboring and 
long-standing yard for maintenance trucks is being 
removed from the 137-acre park. 
 The master planners’ proposals put before 
the public last month include a high-end option 
that would assure the park’s western half remains 
the way it began, as a leafy, hilly site apt for con-
templative walks on meandering paths, perhaps 
with resurrection of a faded central 

A small piece of the neighborhood’s large traffic 
problems appears close to solution at Thames, 
Ann and Fell Sts. After the city put stop signs at 
all five corners last year, this sign--obscured by 
head-in parking--failed to arrest eastbound 
Thames traffic. The Dept. of Transportation even-
tually took up a Residents Assoc. suggestion for 
this sidewalk build-out to aid pedestrians and 
put the sign in drivers’ view. But for a month, no 
sign of a new sign. Two more weeks, said a DOT 
spokeswoman. 

Photo by Lew Diuguid

(Continued)

Photo by Jacquie Greff
The Rev. Jack Trautwein gives his Annual Fell’s 
Point Easter Sunrise Service on Broadway Pier.

Key Marker to Douglass Stolen
By  Charles  Cohen
   One   of   the   most   significant  
historical   spots   in   Fell’s  Point   is  
without   a  marker   because   of   a  
mysterious   thief   and   the   city’s  
spent   coffers.   A   heavy   metal  
marker  that  was  on  a  modest  ga-
rage  in  the  100  block  of  Aliceanna  
St.  at  Durham,  designating  where  
Frederick   Douglass   lived   as   a  
slave,   has   been   gone   for  more  
than  a  year.    
   The  presumption  was  that  it  was  
removed  for  the  demolition  of  the  
garage  and  the  rise  of  a  new  three-
story  structure  just  completed.  But  
an  official  at  the  Baltimore  National  
Heritage  Area,  which  is  in  charge  
of   the   city  marker   program,   said  
the  sign  was  stolen,  and  it  wasn’t  
the  only  marker  removed.  Of  the  
eight  markers  in  Fell’s  Point,  one  at  
the  London  Coffee  House,  another  
on  Thames  St.,  have  disappeared,  
perhaps  to  be  smelted  for  scrap.  
With   the   cost   to   replace   them  
about  $500  each,  “we  can’t  make  
a  commitment  for  them,”  said  the  
official.
   The  Douglass   sign   noted   the  
site   as   the   home   of  Hugh  Auld,  
where  Douglass  lived  1826-31  and  
worked  as  a  slave.  In  “Narrative  of  
Frederick  Douglass  as  American  
Slave,”  he  refers  to  his  time  spent  
in  Fell’s  Point,  where  he   learned  
to   read  and  got   exposure   to   the  
larger  world  and  eventually  got  the  
opportunity  to  escape  as  a  sailor  
on  a  train  north.  “Going  to  live  at  
Baltimore  laid  the  foundation,  and  
opened   the   gateway,   to   all   my  
subsequent  prosperity,”  he  wrote.  
A  light-metal  marker  to  Douglass  in  
Thames  St.  Park  also  was  stolen  
about  eight  years  ago.
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thanks!
  The  all-voluntary  Fell’s  Pointer  
thanks  its  four  sustaining  sponsors,  
One-Eyed  Mike’s  Tavern,   708  S.  
Bond  St.,   410.327.0445;;  Duda’s  
Tavern,   Thames   and  Bond  Sts.,  
410.276.9719;;  Howie  B  Properties,  
commercial  and  residential  real  es-
tate  in  Fell’s  Point  and  throughout  
Baltimore,  410.375.4200;;  and  Jim-
my’s  Restaurant,  801  S.Broadway,  
410.327.3273.       
   Design   and   layout   are   contrib-
uted   by  Tina   Fleming  Warren   of  
warrencommunications@comcast.
net.  Additional   graphics   support  
byJacquie  Greff,  TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

PRINTER  AD

Antique  Dealers’  Association:  Call  
410.675.4776.
Community  Organization:    Second  
Tuesdays   at   606  South  Ann  St.,  
443.791.1717.
Main  Street:   info@fellspointmain-
street.org  or  410.675.8900.

Residents’   Association:   First  
Wednesdays,  7PM,  Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass  Place:  Third  Tuesday  of  
each  month  at  Bertha’s,  dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation  Society:  410.675.6750  
ext.16  or  preservationsociety.com.      

Papenfuse Brings 1700s
In Sharper View -- Virtually

Patterson Park - cont. from front

Commuters - cont. from front

 President Edward Papenfuse Jr. of the Balti-
more City Historical Society flexed his detailed 
knowledge of “Economic Development in 18th 
Century Fell’s Point” on March 26 at 7PM to carry 
about 60 listeners at the Preservation Society’s 
Visitor Center around the corner of Thames Street 
on a virtual walk to 812 S. Ann—the Robert Long 
House, celebrating its 250th anniversary—and 
along to nearby shipyards in those saltier times. 
 Papenfuse, recently retired as Maryland’s archi-
vist, also has led efforts to bring the City Archives 
into the electronic age. He offered the first of the 
Society’s four free lectures on the local history that 
the Long House embodies. Having engaged his 
listeners with the breadth of electronically stored 
information on colonial Fell’s Point, he brought it 
down to earth three days later by leading a Balti-
more Heritage-sponsored walking tour from Ann 
to Aliceanna and over to Fountain St., looking for 
retained evidence of what happened there.
 “Much of the street grid remains the same,” 
said Papenfuse, illustrating the value of archived 
maps by overlaying them on a screen with Google’s 
map. But immediately east of Wolf St. then was 
a larger basin with a major wharf and a thriving 
shipyard where Thomas Kemp built up to 64 
schooners for the privateers-vs.-British Admiralty 
era from the Revolutionary War through the War 
of 1812. But what happened to that basin, a local 
mystery? He cited searchable evidence of two 
seasons of monster rains triggering freshets from 
feeding streams that rendered the basin into mud 
and uprooted the shipbuilding.
 A related freshet casualty, the community’s 
fresh-water supply disappeared from Fountain 
St., after giving the street its name. What became 
of the presumed well, asked Papenfuse, urging on 
some new-age electronic researcher to find the 
answer. Following the floods came more filling 
that brimmed the basin and allowed completion 
of the dry-land street grid now in place there, 
above Aliceanna St. So expansive was Fell’s Point 
at the time of the Long House construction, said 
the archivist, that the historic description of Long 
as a merchant is in question. He more likely “came 
from out of state to build needed housing” and 
may not have lived long in the house. The Point’s 
population was 50,000 by 1813.  
 Papenfuse, introduced by restoration architect 
David Gleason, focused on “what we can learn about 
the history of the community from a wide range 
of sources, from maps to tax lists and court cases, 
pointing to the need for a more coordinated and 
sustainable approach to telling the stories . . . in the 
virtual world of on-line access.” An effort 10 years 

 Current  days  for  trash  pickup  are  Tues-
days  and   for   recycling  are  Thursdays.  
Residents  are  limited  to  setting  out  three  
32-gallon  cans  of  waste  between  6PM  on  
Mondays  and  6AM  on  Tuesdays.
   

course to illegal pedaling on the walks to avoid 
the commuter-crowded lanes. The observation 
by FPCO member Laura Gamble at the March 19 
meeting--that she counted 56 straight driver-only 
cars during a rush hour—resonated at the larger 
meeting as well. An avuncular biker addressing 
the DOT representatives said he saw no evidence 
of “calming” commuter measures promised in the 
’07 study. “Never prioritize the convenience of one 
group over the safety of another,” he admonished 
Other points:

through trucks dodging the escalating tunnel 
rates but autos turning off I95 and I895 to play 
the same toll-free gambit.

Fleet are residents returning from work and cir-
cling in search of a parking space.

intersections underline heavy fines for violators. 
Traffic police should be on site to enforce rules.

Fayette and Orleans Sts. and hence to the Inter-
states--was a priority in the 2007 traffic study. But 
it has instead been a study in slow motion. And 
now the critical bridge onto Harbor Point looks 
likely to take another four years. 

the suggestion that Aliceanna be stripped of its 
asphalt down to its underlying Belgian block.

 DOT representatives said public comments are 
welcome throughout April via Southeast Community 
Liaison Grishae Blackette, 443.984.4094 or grishae.
blackette@baltimorecity.gov, with a June follow-up. 

promenade, and of course with the iconic, restored 
Pagoda, dating to 1891, on the crest of Hamp-
stead Hill. Other buildings, including the senior 
and recreation centers, could be concentrated on 
the east side of the park near Linwood Ave.—the 
one public thoroughfare bisecting the park and 
a potential site for parking. The ice-skating rink, 
popular but deteriorated, is nearby, too, and could 
be renovated, eliminated or built anew, in or out 
of the park. The Casino could be updated for the 
Audubon Society’s expanded birding programs. 
 A lesser, perhaps fiscally more likely low op-
tion would rely on more rigorous maintenance 
and minor physical improvements. The planning 
team noted that surveys of park users found a 
majority liked the park much the way it is, even 
while expressing concerns for maintenance and 
security. Scott Richard, speaking for the planning 
team, said its guiding concerns were for safety of 
people in the park, limiting of vehicles in it, and 
enforcement of rules for events allowed through 
permits. The meeting broke down into tables to 
debate among the options, with a table leader con-
veying findings to the larger audience. One table 
found, emphatically, for instance, that the park’s 
needs tend to be pushed back as just another line 
item in Rec & Parks’ constrained budget.
 To end the meeting, attendees were given 
stickers to mark their likes and dislikes on maps lay-
ing out the options. The next stage of this process 
is to be presentation of a draft plan on June 24 at 
7PM in the Charter School, 27 N. Lakewood Ave. 
The final plan is due Oct. 20. Fell’s Pointers, now 
have two opportunities to engage in planning, 
however effective or flawed. 

Side by Side With Sondheim
 “Side   by   Side   by   Sondheim”  
opens   at   the   Vagabond   Players  
April  17,  running  weekends  through  
May  17.  Directed  by  Shannon  Woll-
man,  it  features  songs  from  Stephen  
Sondheim’s  shows,    including  “West  
Side  Story,”  “Follies”  and  “Gypsy.”  
The  Players   are   celebrating   their  
100th  season,  the  last  40  in  Fell’s  
Point   at   806  S.  Broadway.  Friday  
and  Saturday   at   8,   Sunday   at   2.  
Tickets  at  vagabondplayers.org  or  
at  the  door,$14-$22.  
Historic House Tour May 10
 The  Preservation   Society’s   44th  
Historic   House   Tour,   celebrating  
the  250th  anniversary  of   the  Robert  
Long  House,  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  
May  10,  Mothers’  Day,  from  11AM  to  
5PM.  It  includes  the  Long  House  and  
11th   other   neighborhood   notables.  
Tickets,   $15   in   advance   or   $20   on  
the  day,   are  available   at   the  Visitor  
Center,   1724  Thames  St.,   Long  &  
Foster  Realty  at  701  S.  Broadway  or  
www.2015housetour.eventbrite.com.

ago by the Society and Maryland Historical Society 
for a Maritime Museum here might have evolved to 
this, but it drew few and soon failed.
 The next speaker will be Dr. Helena Hicks, a profes-
sor specializing in early African-American history, on 
“The African-American Community in Fell’s Point 1760-
1860,” Thursday, April 30 at 7PM in the Visitor Center. 


