
 A monster floating crane, a tyrannosaur-sized 
version of its seabird namesake, plucked the 
Eiffel-like radio tower off the roof of Rec Pier last 
month and plunked it on a barge as if it were a 
clay pigeon. Shore-to-ship radio was a fixture on 
the pier through most of its now 100 years, and 
since 1949 that mast with the WMH call letters was 
the symbol of the Voice of the Chesapeake. With 
resurrection of the foundering pier now underway, 
thanks to Kevin Plank’s Sagamore Development 
Co., some brick-walk superintendents recalled a 
debate early in the decade since the city put it up 
for sale: Should the tower stay as part of the struc-
ture to qualify for state historical credits critical to 
the project? 
 The answer was no, assured a Sagamore spokes-
man. And Administrator Collin Ingraham, of the 
Maryland Historical Trust’s Preservation Financial 
Incentives, confirmed it: “The approved applica-
tion does allow for the demolition of the radio 
tower,” dating from 1949, as “outside the period of 
significance for the Fell’s Point Historic District.”  The 
trust’s research goes back to completion of the pier 
in 1914, when this port was the focus of trade borne 
by “steamships along the eastern seaboard and West 
Indies. The ground floor of the pier’s head house con-
tained the harbormaster’s house, the headquarters 
of the Maritime Exchange [which dates to 1889] and 
various commercial freight offices . . . . 
 “Direct radio communication in the harbor 
was established in 1927 with the creation of the 
Baltimore Municipal Radio Station. Transmit-
ting from Recreation Pier, the radio-telegraph 
station, designated WMH, was created through 
an agreement between the [city] and the Radio 
Corp. of America.” It broadcast around the clock 
in the Chesapeake Bay region, alerting tugs and 
pier operators to the progress of incoming cargo 
ships. The 1949 changes that brought on the just 
departed tower also introduced radar tracking. A 
lesser antenna on the rear apparently 
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Lost: 2 Oases for Food;
Coming: Another Tavern
 February began with the lock-
down of Bonaparte’s Bakery and 
Cafe that for 15 years has blessed 
Ann Street Wharf with fresh, ex-
pensive French bread and coffee, 
served ably and amiably by young 
hires. Few stayed long, however, 
complaining about the pay. It turns 
out that tax and rent collectors 
had similar issues. Owner Pierre 
Lefilliatre, who fancied himself the 
very image of Napoleon, has fled 
to France, selling his larger bakery 
in Savage, Md., leaving his staff 
in the lurch—and his bust of the 
emperor still along the wall. He 
was never known to have contrib-
uted to any local cause, not even 
a 3-centemetre ad in the Historic 
House Tour brochure. Maybe they 
should look for him on Elba.
 Another loss, at year’s end, was 
the Fleet Street Market on the 
corner at S. Washington. Started 
by a determined, green-minded 
young woman, she brought fresh 
goods, also at high prices, to 
walk-in neighbors. She seemed 
to be succeeding but was forced 
to sell before moving away. The 
purchaser expanded the selection 
but not, apparently, the margin, 
leaving the last green goods wilting 
on the shelves.
 The new shops of Marketplace, 
slow to fill, are to include Sammy’s 
Enoteca at 621-5 S. Broadway. The 
name means food and wine bar in 
Italian, hopeful proprietor Samuel 
Curreri told the Residents meeting 
Feb. 4. He asked and received 
unanimously their support for a 
liquor license. He already operates 
a popular bistro in Mt. Vernon and 
hopes to open in June, promising 
no live entertainment and prices 
“easy on the wallet.”

 The community pick-up for pur-
chased decals is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Feb. 18, 5-7PM at The 
Horse You Rode Out On Cantina, 
1628 Thames St. 

Parking Decal Pickup

Oldest House Reaches 250
 More than 80 contributors inaugurated the 
Preservation Society’s year-long celebration of its 
Robert Long House on Jan. 22, enjoying food and 
wine donated by nearby eateries and lifting glasses 
to salute the stately Ann St. merchant’s home for 
having survived 250 years—the old city’s oldest 
residence. The fund-raiser will help sustain it and 
also enables free tours through this year and four 
free reception-lectures, starting on March 26 with 
retired state archivist and current president of the 
Baltimore City Historical Society Edward Papenfuse 
Jr. He will speak on “Colonial Development in Fell’s 
Point” at the Lucretia B. Fisher Visitor Center, 1724 
Thames St., at 7PM.  
 The patrons at the opening birthday party en-
tered through the colonial doorway and gathered 
in the nearby Visitor Center for speech-making. 
Society President Kay Hogan welcomed the guests. 
Architect David Gleason, chairman of the anniver-
sary planning committee and 1982-5 president of 
the Society, recounted how Robert Long lived in a 
radically changing world in 1765, as the American 
colonies began their march toward revolution with 
the repudiation of the Stamp Act.
 Sen. Barbara Mikulski, who is honorary chair of 
the celebration and a former ‘Point resident, sent 
a proclamation congratulating the Society in its 
effort. Staffer Casey Brent offered Mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake’s greetings, citing the significance 
of the house for Baltimore, and Councilman Jim 
Kraft presented a citation from the Council honor-
ing the Society in its restoration of the house and 
revitalization of Fell’s Point. 
 Geoff Mitchell, president of the Society in 
1980-81 and chairman of its Fund-Raising Com-

mittee in 1982-84, collected over $800,000 for 
the restoration and furnishing of the house 
in those years. In his remarks, Tower that guided ships is laid to rest on a barge.
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‘Hamlyn’ at Corner Theater
 Barry Feinstein directs prize-
winning Spanish playwright Juan 
Mayorga’s “Hamlyn” in translation, 
about a city “on the underbelly of 
life,” through March 8 at the Corner, 
251 S. Ann St. Thurs., Sun. $15; 
Fri., Sat. $20. Tickets:  fpct.org.

‘Rabbit Hole’ Next at Vagabond

 At the Vagabond Theater, 806 
S. Broadway, Feb. 27-March 29, 
will be the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
“Rabbit Hole” by David Lindsay-
Abaire and directed by Eric Stein. 
For hours, prices and tickets, see 
vagabondplayers.org. 



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support 
byJacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

$25,000 For Thames St. Park

Volunteers Sought to Assist
In Historic Design Reviews

Voice of Chesapeake - cont. from front

 Teacher Ralph Marchetti, who 
also was a master vendor at Orioles 
games and a bass player in Fell’s 
Point bistros, died Dec. 16 at 65 
of heart failure, reported Frederick 
Rasmussen in the March 22 Sun. 
A resident of Overlea, “Ralph was 
among the kindest and most won-
derful teachers I’ve worked with in 
the 12 years I’ve been principal at 
Hampstead Hill Academy” on Patter-
son Park, said Matthew Hornbeck.

Os Vendor, ‘Point Bassist Dies

By Kelly Navas-Migueloa
Friends of Thames Street Park
 The Friends of Thames Street Park, working in 
tandem with The Residents’ Association and running 
through a yearend deadline, have raised $25,000 for 
new playground equipment in the neighborhood’s 
sole public green space. The last gift, $1,500 from the 
Sagamore redevelopers of Rec Pier, came on Feb. 4, 
in time for the 7PM meeting of the Residents, who 
cheered. When we set the original goal at $50,000 
last fall, they had gasped. I am very excited that we 
achieved half of it.
  I’ve been working with Sarah Hope, planner 
and playground safety coordinator for the City De-
partment of Recreation and Parks, and a handful of 
parents were at the first meeting with her to discuss 
needed improvements. The current equipment was 
installed in a renovation 15 years ago. I volunteered 
to spearhead the fund-raising campaign and Del. 
Brooke Lierman offered to help reach out to her 
contacts. Using the Givezooks website and having 
the fundraiser online helped get the word out and I 
was able to post the details on many local listserves 
and other social media. I also walked door-to-door 
to local businesses and handed out an appeal letter 
while I was organizing our Halloween Party. 
  The business donations totaled nearly $10,500, 
the rest from individuals. The Residents Assoc. donat-
ed Halloween Party expenses. Pitango, Café Latte’da, 
V-No, Urban Pirates, Under Armour, The Healing Path, 
Wharf Rat and aMuse donated to Halloween, too, and 
hence to the park. Parks & Rec anticipates starting 
late this year. All of the funds will go to the play-
ground area. The city had already secured $100,000 
for the project but that didn’t go far on bringing the 
fence up to code and other improvements. Hence its 
$50,000 challenge. As we have fulfilled half of that, 
we’ll have to see how far it goes on the design and 
take it from there. All in all, it is fantastic news!
 The Halloween Park-O-Ween Party raised $2728.  
The Pedal Mill and Dogwatch Tavern donated pro-
ceeds from the 1st Annual Baltimore Barstool Open 
bar crawl; Chipotle Canton sponsored a restaurant 
night and donated 50% of proceeds; Sofi’s Crepes 
and V-No donated a percentage of their sales for a 
night. We received donations from Fell’s Point Dental, 
Stuggy’s Hot Dogs, Riptide by the Bay, The Frame 
House, TBC Advertising, Canusa, Duda’s Tavern, 
HBO-Second in Command VEEP, Su Casa, The New 
Century School, B Scene Events & Promotions, Terra 
Nova Ventures and Urban Pirates.
  Editor’s Note: Given the absence of any of the 
nearby apartment and condo complexes from the list, 
these clear beneficiaries of the park might well consider 
contributing that second $25,000. 

Oldest House - cont. from front

Carmen Navas-Migueloa of Ann St., The Fell’s 
Pointer’s youngest carrier girl, plied the slots of 
Lancaster St. in January. Her younger brother 
helps, too. Two adult carriers are needed for routes 
west of Broadway, as is an assistant for Circulation 
Manager Jacquie Greff. Please volunteer through 
Jacquie@TonalVision.com or 410.675.0591.

Photo by Luis Navas-Migueloa

served an alternate short-wave station. 
 The Maritime Exchange lives on at 3720 Dillon 
St. in Canton. Manager David Stambaugh said, “It was 
located in the Rec pier from 1954 until 1988, when 
the City Harbor Master” made demands for improve-
ments, “knowing that the BME could not afford to 
undertake the project, in order to get us out so that 
the TV show “Homicide” could use our office.”  The His-
torical Trust’s research alludes to WMH having played 
a security role during WWII, listening, fruitlessly, for 
enemy infiltration via shipping on the bay. 
 On Jan. 27, the battered metal pillars that 
embraced the head house facade, including those 
famously guarding the “Homicide” police station, 
also were trucked away—but they are to be re-
stored and returned to station. 

Mitchell stressed that it took many individuals with 
vision and commitment to save the building. As 
an attorney, he was instrumental in the Society’s 
legal efforts to stop an interstate highway from 
going through Fell’s Point. Gleason pointed out 
that in dealing with public and private funding 
sources, Mitchell’s most valuable lesson learned 
was that to be successful “you have to believe in 
your cause, and be willing to make a meaningful 
contribution.”

By John Thompson
Chair, Design Review Committee
 Baltimore contains 50 national and 30 local 
Historic Districts, with Fell’s Point having been 
the first in this or any other city in the national 
category. Its Design Review Committee also works 
within what is known as a CHAP District, named for 
that portion of the city’s Planning Department, the 
Commission for Historical and Architectural Pres-
ervation (CHAP). The all-volunteer DRC, currently 
six members, applies CHAP standards to proposed 
exterior changes in local properties. It is seeking 
two new members to help with the task. 
      The ‘Point CHAP District starts at the wa-
terfront as its south boundary. An irregular north 
boundary along Eastern Ave. and Bank St. juts 
up to Pratt St. to include the commercial spine 
of Broadway. The western boundary is Caroline/
Spring Sts., and the east is Chester St.--roughly 30 
city blocks.
 Properties in a City Historic District may be 
eligible for tax credits and incentives, including 
a property tax credit for historic restoration and 
rehabilitation, as well as state and federal tax 
credits. The city property tax credit can freeze a 
current tax level, prior to making improvements, for 
10 years--resulting in significant savings. Projects 
that involve exterior modifications are subject to 
design review prior to issuance of building permits. 
Major alterations are reviewed by the full CHAP at 
a public hearing. CHAP has delegated review of 
minor projects to local review committees, such 
as DRC here.
 Property owners seeking to make modifications 
to the exterior should contact the committee via 
email at fellsDRC@yahoo.com prior to filing build-
ing permits. It will review plans for conformity with 
guidelines. The committee, previously affiliated 
with the Society for the Preservation of Federal Hill 
and Fell’s Point, has operated independently for the 
last two years. The six current members are John 
Thompson, David Gleason, Robert Gisriel, Megan 
Elcrat, Adam Carballo and Chris Melander. All are ar-
chitects or planners but membership is not restricted 
to them. DRC meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 
evenings, at Union Wharf, 915 S. Wolfe St. If you are 
interested in participating, please email us.

 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling 
are Thursdays. Residents are lim-
ited to setting out three 32-gallon 
cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Correction: Please disregard the 
faulty January Fell’s Pointer mis-
sighting of Birds of a Feather bar. 
Scotch Fleet St. It nests at 1714 
Aliceanna St.


