
By Mark Walker
 Digger Andy Popiolek, tireless over decades 
in his quest for coins abandoned in the ‘Point’s 
parking meters, died last month after a stroke at 
82—an untimely withdrawal from the neighbor-
hood’s diminished bank of characters who give 
zest to life along the bricks.
 In my March 2009 “Only in Fell’s Point” column 
I pointed out that Andy was the veritable invisible 
man--seemingly everywhere along the waterfront, 
yet always fleeting, ever on his no-nonsense route. 
He proudly wore his Ori-
oles baseball cap as he 
shook down the meters. 
In recent years his returns 
thinned as new meters 
broke into the coin-free 
credit-card era. Andy also 
sought out aluminum 
cans and other discards 
that he knew could be 
sold. His personal favorite collectibles were 
marbles. When I took him to dinner at Jimmy’s five 
years ago, he lit up the table describing his cache 
of hundreds. Then he turned pensive, adding: “You 
just don’t see many marbles anymore.”
 Andy lived with a brother on Bethel St. in a 
house once crowded with others of his Polish-
rooted family. In his earlier years he had jobs around 
the port. His favorite haunt was the Cat’s Eye Pub, 
where the regulars are working up a memorial ser-
vice. Never once did Andy ask me for money, but I 
always slipped him a few dollars when I saw him, 
saying, “Here you go Andy. Go buy yourself a beer.”  
One day another man saw me do this and rushed 
over after Andy had hustled off. “Isn’t he such a nice 
guy?” asked the stranger. “I always give Andy a few 
dollars, too.”  Andy had many friends and fans and 
never once did I hear anyone speak ill of him.
 Our last encounter came in September, with 
me saying, “Hey, your O’s are really having a great 
year,” drawing a gravelly “Oh yeah!” His death got 
me thinking about his place in the pantheon of 
characters and I fired off a cartoon proposal to 
the ‘Pointer’s editor, who found it a heavy load for 
current readers. It would show a circle drawn on a 
heavenly cloud, with the great magician Dantini, 
the incorrigible bar jester Jeff Knapp and Digger, 
playing marbles. 

By Lew Diuguid
 The Liquor Board meeting on Thursday, Oct. 
30, at City Hall turned into “Saturday Night Live!”, 
tuned to Irving Berlin’s “Puttin’ on the Ritz”: the 
strip club of that name, at 504 S. Broadway, was 
applying to extend its BD7 neighborhood tavern 
license to a steakhouse that its owner proposes 
to build on the two adjoining vacant lots he also 
owns. Presidents Joanne Masapust of Fell’s Point 
Community Organization and Victor Corbin of the 
Upper Fells Community Association led a well-
organized, successful effort to prevent what they 
saw as a devious effort to expand the sex club--
with a past including a federal bust for trafficking 
in nubile illegal immigrants.
 Omid Ilkhan, who has owned the Ritz for 12 
years, took the stand. His cryptic delivery brought 
to mind an Iranian Marlon Brando a la “Guys and 
Dolls,” saying often, “I don’t understand the ques-
tion,” as he testified that he wanted to build a 
separate prime steakhouse next door “to improve 
the neighborhood.” He also acknowledged that 
the city government was pressing him to fill the 
hole created at Eastern Ave. when his crumbling 
vacant buildings collapsed four years ago. Ap-
proved plans are due next month, so he and the 
club’s co-licensees had hired the prime defender 
of Point bar owners, Melvin Kadenski, and laid on 
a campaign to gain acceptance from affected com-
munity groups and ultimately the Liquor Board. 
Included was a petition that Kadenski said contains 
270 signatories favoring the extension. And with 
that, the lawyer sent in the clowns:
	 •	Kadensky	noted	that	a	large	contingent	of	
supporters was in the gallery to testify if needed. 
The community groups were represented by a 
surprise pro-bono lawyer, recently resigned Liquor 
Board chairman Larry Fogleman, now replaced by 
retired judge Tom Ward. Fogleman asked that the 
proponents rise, and when 19 did so, he asked 
those employed by the Ritz to raise their hands. 
Thirteen did, including six young women who 
might have stepped out of “Chorus Line.” It turned 
out that Corbin had cued the question.
	 •	In	the	hubbub	that	followed,	Fogleman	asked	
for a recess to study the petition. At the foot of the 
signatures was the asterisked line: “Every attendee 
to the hearing will receive $50 Ritz bar tab.” Further-
more, multiple names and addresses clearly were 
inscribed by one hand, a point emphasized by 
Commissioner Dana 
Peterson Moore of 
the three-member 
Board. Abashed li-
censee David Hitch-
ener testified that the 
$50 promise was new 
to him but he sup-
posed he would have 
to make good on it. 
	 •	Kadensky	earlier	
made a point of sub-
mitting a menu for 
the proposed steak-
house—a time-worn 
ritual for 
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Halloween Haunts Latin Palace
 The Latin Palace at 509 S. 
Broadway has been fined and 
closed through most of the fall for 
multiple infractions and licensee 
Jose Ribadeneira returned to the 
Liquor Board on Oct. 30, saying he 
had fulfilled all demands of inspec-
tors and asking that he be allowed 
to open for an anticipated big 
crowd on Halloween. His neighbor 
testified, though, that in an appar-
ent trial run, the same deafening 
music/noise still prevailed despite 
claims of soundproofing. Liquor 
Board Chairman Tom Ward agreed 
to the reopening if the sound abate-
ment was found effective. When 
the inspectors returned, however, 
they found other violations, among 
them bare wiring, and ordered the 
building to remain shut.
 Elsewhere, no major incidents 
were noted this Halloween despite 
a notable absence of porta potties, 
usually provided by the restroom-
short bar owners. 

Picking Up the Leaves
 According to the mayor: Each 
Monday through Jan. 5, city crews 
will collect up to 20 bags of leaves 
from each address. To schedule 
the pick-up, residents must call 311 
no later than 10PM on the Sunday 
preceding. Multiple appointments 
are accepted and can be made 
up to two months in advance. The 
Bureau of Solid Waste will also 
collect bagged leaves on regu-
larly scheduled trash collection 
days, up to 5 bags weekly from 
each address. Leaves must be in 
a clear or labeled bag, placed at 
a regular mixed-refuse collection 
location—not in the public right-of-
way. Residents may also drop off 
bagged leaves Monday-Saturday 
at Bureau locations, the nearest at 
6101 Bowleys Lane, 9AM-5PM.

The Bridge to Harbor East 
 The city Department of Trans-
portation will host a hearing on 
Thursday, Nov. 20, at 6PM to obtain 
feedback on construction of a new 
bridge span from Lancaster St. at 
Central Ave. south to Harbor Point, 
as well as on streetscaping of the 
avenue. Meeting site: Stratford 
University, 210 S. Central Ave.  

“Seminar” at Corner Nov. 14 
 “Seminar,” a risqué comedy by 
Theresa Rebeck of NBC’s SMASH 
series and directed by Steve Gold-
klang, opens Nov. 14 at the Corner 
Theater, 251 S. Ann St., through 
Dec. 7. The book editor who offers 
the writing seminar has creative 
designs on his students. Fri.-Sat. 
at 8, $20; Thurs. Nov. 20, 27 at 
8, Sundays at 2, $15. For tickets: 
www.fpct.org. 
 “Ain’t Misbehaven’” continues at 
the Vagabond Theater on the Square 
through Nov. 25, Thurs.-Sun., $20-
23. www.vagabondplayers.org.

Digger Andy: Small-Change Artist
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Employees tabbed by the Ritz rose at hearing.

Andy Popiolek
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monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
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in patrols and this newsletter are 
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  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer thanks its 
four sustaining sponsors, One-Eyed Mike’s 
Tavern, 708 S. Bond St., 410.327.0445; 
Duda’s Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
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in Fell’s Point and throughout Baltimore, 
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801 S.Broadway, 410.327.3273.  
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warren-
communications@comcast.net. Addi-
tional graphics support byJacquie Greff, 
TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Corbin Leaving Presidency

At 2:30AM on Nov. 3, just after the Ravens’ loss in Pittsburgh, 
this fire at Henderson’s Wharf Marina burned two yachts 
to the water, sinking them. A sole occupant got off unhurt. 
Firemen crowded the Promenade and engines filled Fell 
St. on the other side of the historic ex-warehouse—which 
burned spectacularly in 1984.  
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Ritz Club - cont. from front

 Fell Street’s maritime historian, 
Geoffrey Footner, will sign his “A 
Bungled Affair: Britain’s War in the 
United States--The Final Years 
1814-1815,” at Creative Alliance in 
the Patterson, 3134 Eastern Ave., on 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, at 5:30PM. 

Footner to Sign Books Nov 12

 Victor Corbin is stepping down next month after 
six years as president of the Fells Prospect Community 
Organization, a term marked by intensive efforts to 
address social problems, most of them liquor-related, 
along the S. Broadway commercial strip. He will be 
replaced by resident Chrissy Anderson, 26. Corbin 
owned properties with his partner in Fells Prospect 
but recently sold the last of them, shifting his focus 
to nearby Upper Fells, where he continues to own 
property. He also felt the organization, expanded 
during his time, needed new leadership. He intends 
“to stay active in greater Fell’s Point.”
 Asked to assess the institutions he often has 
pressed for action, he said, “When I got involved in 
community voluntary work, I was fairly supporting of 
government and how things are run. However, over 
the years I have seen how dysfunctional government 
really is. I also am very disappointed in our political 
officials. They forget they are civil servants that work 
for the taxpayers. We have too many career ‘politicians’ 
who care more about themselves and the next elec-
tion than their constituents and the city. 
 “As for the Liquor Board, I really never had an 
issue with it. I knew you win some and you lose 
some. My real issue was always with the agency” 
that enforces liquor regulations. And on the police, 
overall, “I was one of the Southeast Police’s biggest 
cheerleaders . . . , in particular the Neighborhood 
Service Unit and our majors. They have a tough job 
and need community support.” 

would-be licensees of new liquor outlets in Fell’s 
Point. He called a lawyer in his firm, Abe Hurdel, to 
testify that he had made the rounds of community 
groups with the menu. As it included high-end 
lobster dishes and steak prices seldom seen near 
these waters, the menu had provoked skepticism 
at every stop. Hitchener acknowledged that his 
original transfer application had characterized 
proposed food service as “snacks.”  So to flesh 
out the steakhouse image, he said, his team had 
poached listings from gourmet eateries to which 
they aspired.      
  The 2 1/2-hour hearing ended with a 3-0 vote 
to reject the application. President Ward, 
addressing Kadensky as a fellow long-
termer in dealing with the city’s seamy side, 
said times are changing and so should the 
bar business in its actions. “You’ve shown a 
disregard for what’s going to happen, not a 
true desire to do what you say you’re going 
to do.”  Earlier in the week Kadensky had 
persuaded the Board’s executive secretary 
to issue subpoenas, over Ward’s name, requiring 
selected community group members to attend 
the hearing. Ward, informed, had rescinded the 
orders. 
 While community groups monolithically 
opposed expansion of the Ritz license, the influ-
ential Residents’ Association did offer a compro-
mise, presented by President David Martz as a 
witness called by Kadensky. Martz said it reflected 
a vote by 24 members calling for a memorandum 
of understanding that would require 51% of the 
steakhouse’s income to come from food, not 
alcohol. Corbin and Masapust have turned to 
MOUs repeatedly in dealing with law-bending 
bars in their areas. As Corbin detailed later, Up-
per Fells has nine such commitments, with only 
one of the bars showing signs of noncompliance. 
“But we’ve found MOUs only work when the bar 
owners are essentially friendly. This one was not,” 
he said. Fogleman warned that food percentage 
limitation would be unenforceable.
 Masapust pointed out that the recurring 
problem was the BD7 license, which requires 

no food service in a bar while allowing wide 
latitude on liquor sales and hours. “There are 25 
BD7 licenses already among 72 liquor establish-
ments” in the area, she said, asking why the Ritz 
owner should not simply apply for an essentially 
free restaurant license for the steakhouse. A BD7 
holder cannot obtain another license but several 
have done this by reconstituting their license 
ownership team, she said. Ilkhan initially had 
cited tax or fee considerations but finally said, 
“We just want to keep it in the family.”
 The overarching community concern was 
that the steakhouse, with a stated capacity of 
158, could become an adjunct of the Ritz, despite 
vows, adding a capacity of 250, and constituting 
a megabar—the recurring bane of the Point’s 
major past bar troubles. Masapust, current win-
ner of the Community Selfless Service Award, 
had mustered broad political support, with Del. 
Luke Clippinger reading a statement from the 
district delegation, and primary city councilmen 
in support as well. If it had been otherwise, said a 
community witness, it would have been “the Ritz 
selling strip steaks.”

President Mike Maraziti of Main Street, which 
for the second year managed the Preservation 
Society’s Fun Festival on Oct. 4-5, said earnings 
increased despite smaller crowds as a result of 
deliberate downsizing. He had no final figures, as 
city billings were not complete. Joy Giordano is 
executive secretary of Main Street.  


