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Happenings

Liquor Board Slaps Communities
Along Broadway: Another ‘Tavern’

Market’s First Goes to the Dogs
 Fell’s Pointers waiting for spring 
include many watching for signs 
of a return to civilization for the 
two-year war zone that is the 
600 block of Broadway. As the 21 
renovated shops of Marketplace 
approach completion, their leasing 
agent, Klein Enterprises, indeed 
unleashed last month the name of 
its first sign-up, which turns out to 
be--Unleashed, a pet shop by the 
Petco chain. Restaurateurs are 
said to be negotiating leases as 
well.
 Most residents, especially the 
dog owners who surely form a 
majority, seemed pleased with the 
prospect, while some shared a 
widespread concern that leasings 
by chains rather than local owners 
could produce a strip-mall effect. 
Klein said a nail shop and cigar 
store also are on board, but offered 
no names. Above and behind the 
shops’ preserved facades are 159 
new “luxury” apartments now being 
leased -- with 13 already occupied 
on the east side. 
 Prices range from about $1,800 
per month for 1-bedrooms through 
$2,375 for a larger 2-bedrooms. 
Despite retention of Broadway’s 
classic row-shop facades, the 
new construction behind them 
feels like a singular new building, 
and it is treated as such by the 
management--elevator access to 
the three long-halled floors. The 
east building’s 15 parking spaces 
already are occupied, and while 
more will soon be available on the 
west side, Klein is recommend-
ing that renters take space in the 
city’s Eden St. garage 3 blocks 
west. 

By David Johnson
Vice President, The Residents’ Association
 Many Fell’s Pointers who try to track the Liquor 
Board were outraged by its March 20 decision 
granting another 6AM-2AM, 7-day “tavern” liquor 
sales license in an area already crowded with them, 
despite strong opposition from four community 
organizations, including mine, negative testimony 
about the store from long-serving area Police Of-
ficer Larry Fasano and from immediate neighbors. 
The license, known as a BD7, was granted to Bristol 
Liquors at 501 S. Broadway, which had been re-
quired to close at 1AM and on Sundays. Despite 
the “tavern” moniker, the license requires no food 
service nor is any provided.
  Critics say BD7 licenses are magnets for street 
vagrants, drunks and crime, with the bar a mean-
ingless side show to allow the stores to sell liquor 
into the wee hours and on Sundays. The Fell’s Point 
area has 24 BD7s south of Eastern Ave. between 
Caroline and Washington, with a total of 71 opera-
tional liquor establishments in that same area. If 
you add Upper Fells, it jumps to 125. The decision 
further inflamed a neighborhood that already 
tends to feel ignored by the board, responsible to 
the state government rather than the city’s. “Did 
Fell’s Point save itself from the federal highway,” 
one resident asked, “only to drown in sea of cheap 
alcohol outlets?”
 At the hearing, Bristol Liquors submitted sev-
eral hundred letters of support and signatures on a 
petition. President Joanne Masapust of Fell’s Point 
Community Organization, who reviewed them, 
said many were from addresses not in the area, 
or not even in the city. She said many signatures 
had no last names nor addresses, or were illegible. 
Bristol also submitted drawings of their proposed 
remodeling.  On review by the board they were 
found not to meet legal requirements for a BD7 
license. “That alone,” said a resident, “should have 
had the Liquor Board ask them to come back with 
a design that was legal.” When the board decided 
instead to grant the license, a gasp 

Water Taxi Kane Afloat in Fla.
 With the April 1 return of the Water Taxis to 
spring scheduling, this largest remnant of Fell’s 
Point’s once dominant maritime commerce has a 
bit of news signaling where it is coming from and 
where it is headed--the service is largely maintain-
ing prices and routes here but does have a new 
boat, named for the company’s founder, E.M. Kane, 
and she is working in Jacksonville, Florida. 
 Ed Kane started the Water Taxi 34 years ago at 
the urging of then Mayor William Donald Schaefer 
and was its commodore until his death at 72 in 2003. 
His memory lingers in the Intrepid, Invincible knack he 
applied to naming the fleet. His widow Cammie ran 
it until selling to ex-Marine officer Michael McDaniel 
in 2010. Expansion since then has largely involved his 
operation of two city-funded, free commuter routes 
complementing the Charm City Circulator bus ser-
vice. A new route connects Harbor East and Harbor 
View, said Taxi spokeswoman Laura Anzivino. 
 McDaniel’s acquisition of a smaller water 
taxi service in Jacksonville over the winter could 
signal further expansion. He was not available for 
interview but Anzivino said there were no such 
plans, with the staff focused on a crush of tourists 
expected in September to mark the 200th anniver-
sary of the Star-Spangled Battle of Fort McHenry. 
The fort is a perennial major taxi destination. She 
noted that the Jacksonville taxi service is comple-
mentary in that its major business is during the 
milder winter there, carrying football fans to the 
Jaguars games, for instance. Water Taxi captains 
here had input in the Kane’s design and it could 
come north this summer, she said. 
 Fell’s Point remains the main source of Frequent 
Floaters, buyers of annual passes. Anzivino put the 
total sold at a record 800. The Taxi is offering special 
deals through Living Social, Groupon and local Certi-
fikid--as well as happy hours in bars here, with a free 
drink for floaters. The passes cost $150 for singles, 
$200 for two, and $250 for families. All-day passes 
are $12, one-way adults $7, child $6. On Twitter and 
Facebook as baltimorewatertaxi. 410.563.3900.

Name Change for Fell’s Point?
 Fell’s Point has been called that for over 250 
years. But if a NYC image consultant has its way, 
that may change. That’s what the Fell’s Point Resi-
dents Association told members at their monthly 
meeting on April 2. FPRA said the NYC consultant 
found the name brought up many negatives. The 
firm cited the success that Manhattan neighbor-
hood Hell’s Kitchen achieved by changing its name 
to Clinton. It suggested Fell’s Point may want to 
do the same. And the consultants offered some 
ideas:
Fell’s Manor: more upscale, more gentrified.
Fort Fell’s: helps assuage worries about crime, 
mugging. You’re safe in the fort.
Fellsville: Replaces past unsavory port image with 
Smalltown, USA, wholesomeness. Mom, apple pie, 
4th of July parade.
Ville de Fells: Same comforting small-town im-
age, but with a little European savoir faire and je 
ne sais quoi.
 FPRA’s vice president, an ex-ad man, then 
pointed out that he had received this proposal 
the day before, April 1. “April Fools!”, he added. 
Laughter. --D.J
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Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 In recent months, parts of Fell’s Point looked 
like a paramilitary incursion as two Washington-
based TV shows, Netflix’s political thriller “House of 
Cards” and HBO’s comedy series “Veep,” blocked off 
sizable portions of Caroline and Thames Sts. with 
technicians, trailer trucks, snaking power cables 
and no-parking signs posted on every lamppost, 
meter and sapling.
 Although season two of Cards kicked off on 
Valentine’s Day, the Point scenes were shot last 
August. “There were several security guards pres-
ent, but everything seemed pretty lenient,” said 
Jordan Bishop, an internet marketing specialist 
for Johns Hopkins. “When they weren’t actually 
filming, I was surprised at how freely people were 
allowed to walk by and get relatively close to the 
film set.”
 In this season’s episode titled E-8, 
Chapter 21, Remy Danton, played by Ali 
Mahershala, and Seth Grayson (Derek 
Cecil) can be spotted on Broadway Square-
-sitting at opposite ends of a bench and talking as 
if they’re spies not wanting to be seen together. 
The producers and editors made the most out of 
their time along the water. Thanks to editing and 
angle shots, the midday and twilight scenes ap-
pear as if they took place in two separate locations. 
Bertha’s is clearly visible in one frame while other 
background shots are intended to be fuzzy. If you 
squint, you might catch faint glimpses of Coldwell 
Banker, Shakespeare St. and Adela’s.
 The east side of the street was utilized to simu-
late a Hollywood version of Georgetown. Rye bar, 
ex-Whistling Oyster, and the Lancaster St. sidewall 
of Max’s Taphouse are clearly visible. This filming 
of Cards took on added interest as Media Rights 
Capital, its California-based producer, sought 
millions of dollars in future Maryland subsidies in 
the form of tax credits. Irate legislators drew up a 
bill to seize assets if the filmmakers pulled out. A 
compromise failed in Annapolis and the funds now 

‘House of Cards’ Plays 
 Its Aces on the Square

Liquor Board - cont. from front

P.J.’s Easter Sunrise Service
 The Rev. Jack Trautwein, the 
Point’s Preacher Jack, will offer his 
Easter Sunrise Service April 20 at 
6AM. Dress: warm.

In November, Veep’s crew taught Ann 
St. youngsters how TV shows happen. 

Photo by Kelly Navas-Migueloa

Neighbors Honor a First Family

 The Preservation Society’s 43rd Historic House 
Tour will take place on Sunday, May 11, Mothers’ 
Day, featuring recently built properties as well as 
classics. Among the latter is the ship captain’s town 
house on Fell St., partially restored by the late Jean 
Hepner and recently brought further along by the 
current owners. Tickets $15 in advance, $20 on 
the day, at Visitor Center on Thames St. or www.
preservationsociety.com.

Cavacos at Symphony Silos Show
 Pointer cartoonist Maria Cavacos 
will be among artists presenting at the 
Baltimore Symphony Associates’ 38th 
Decorators Show House, April 27-
May 18 at the Silos in Locust Point. 
Tickets are $25 in advance at www.
bsomusic.org or $30 at the elevator, 
10AM-4PM daily except closed Mon-
days. Open til 8 Thursdays.

‘Foreigner’ at Vagabond April 
 “The Foreigner,” an award-win-
ning comedy by Larry Shue, direct-
ed by Steve Goldklang, plays The 
Vagabond, 806 S. Broadway, April 
18-May 18, having delighted audi-
ences on Broadway and around 
the world. Fridays, Saturdays at 8, 
Sundays at 2. Tickets at vagabond-
players.org or at the door ($10-$18). 
Fridays, $10 special for students 
and $15 for everyone else.are to be trimmed.  

 As for Veep, which stars Julia Louis-Dreyfus, the 
crews were here in November filming throughout 
the neighborhood. Ted Losin, manager of Tapas 
Adela and Anastasia, noted that they spent a 
morning and late afternoon at the related Kali’s 
Court restaurant, with Julia on hand. “They must 
have filmed this one restaurant scene about 100 
times to get it just right,” he said, adding that the 
chef prepared the food that the actors took in for 
the take. 
 Kelly Navas-Migueloa, who lives on Ann Street, 
watched Veep crews film inside the Wharf Rat, 
a neighbor’s house and on their street. Her two 
youngsters loved it because they got a behind-
the-scene lesson in TV production.

went up in the hearing room.
 Councilman Jim Kraft wrote the board of broad 
efforts “to strengthen the area north of the market 
on Broadway. Granting this transfer flies directly in 
the face of what we are trying to do.” Masapust said 
leaders of the Community Organization, Residents’ 
Association, Fells Prospect Community Association, 
and Douglass Place Neighborhood Association 
have filed a “Request for Reconsideration” of the 
decision. They are waiting for a response. It is 
believed that no community group has ever been 
granted such a request, although reconsiderations 
have been granted licensees’ attorneys.
 The board vote was 2-1, with its chair, Stephen 
Fogleman, in opposition. Appointed by the gov-
ernor 7 years ago, he is retiring this month. While 
he met willingly with the Task Force of community 
leaders and voiced reformist views, most leaders 
question how much reform occurred within the 
secretive, entrenched board. The legislative session 
just ending in Annapolis produced an Alcoholic 
Beverages Act, submitted by the city delegation, 
that Sen. Bill Ferguson describes as “the most com-
prehensive Liquor Board reform since Prohibition, 
making the board one of the most transparent 
agencies in the city when fully implemented.”

Historic Mothers’ Day House Tour

 About 70 friends and family gathered upstairs 
at Bertha’s on March 30 to share memories of Ben 
Carlson, a calming presence on Shakespeare St. for 
nearly half a century, who died last month at 90 
after a car crash that also killed the companion of 
his later years, Jean Hepner, 91, the matron of Fell 
St. Photos and mementoes filled in his career that 
included growing up in the Midwest, WWII years 
as a naval officer, graduation from Berkeley via 
the GI Bill,  further degrees in psychology at Johns 
Hopkins and a position in that field at National 
Institutes of Health. 
 Ben married a University of Iowa graduate 
while in California and Aelese (known as Lee) gave 
birth to Terry Carlson in 1948. The couple bought 
and revived a Shakespeare St. house during the 
Road Fight. They became close friends of the 
Hepners and co-defenders of the neighborhood 
until Lee’s death of cancer in 1990. Son Terry and 
daughter Sara were at last month’s service with 
their families. Terry, who lives in Germantown and 
is also a psychologist, is retiring and considering 
a move with his wife to Shakespeare St. He said, 
though, that the family may have to sell the house 
to pay Maryland’s estate tax.
 Carlson said conversations at Bertha’s rein-
forced the family’s thought of a memorial: Lee 
worked closely with Jean Hepner in creating the 
colonial garden of the Robert Long House on 
Ann St., which will be 250 years old next year. The 
Preservation Society plans to dedicate the garden 
to Jean on June 1 and is seeking funds to assure 
its future. The Carlsons plan to contribute a bench 
with a plaque inscribed to Ben and Lee. 


