
Monthly Publication 
of the Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol

14 December 2013
Volume 15 Number 11

HappeningsPride II Livens Ann St. Wharf,
Masquerading as Namesake Flat Fate for Ex-Hecht’s 

 A year after a second fire in the 
historic ex-Hecht’s Variety Store 
at 517 S. Broadway, girders still 
pinned up the 4-story facade that 
reads “Hecht’s Variety Store,” but 
the Housing Dept. told Council-
man Kraft on Nov. 26 that it would 
expedite demolition of the build-
ing as too dangerous to retain. 
The last time the Housing Dept. 
acted so expeditiously in Fell’s 
Point was 10 years ago when it 
sold the City’s Rec Pier, saying it, 
too, was in danger of collapse. It 
remains so. 
 The Fire Dept. has never es-
tablished a cause for the second 
Hecht blaze, saying the site was 
too shaky for a thorough investiga-
tion. It called an earlier fire arson, 
with no charges filed. It estimated 
damage at $1.5 million plus an-
other $1 million to goods stored 
above what most recently was a 
Fresh Food Market. 
 A City inspector earlier had said 
demolition was awaited to make 
way for a parking lot. Another lot 
remains vacant just to the north, 
where a drug store burned more 
than a decade ago. The Commis-
sion for Historic and Architectural 
Preservation had sought retention 
of the Hecht’s facade. Kraft’s as-
sistant Krysten Oldendorf said 
“Councilman Kraft, The Depart-
ment of Housing and CHAP have 
made it clear that the crews should 
preserve as much if the historic 
material as possible.” The Hecht 
chain began in 1817 next door 
and this building was the 1922 
culmination of its growth in the 
neighborhood. 

Residents Elect New Team

 Pride of Baltimore II docked on Ann Street 
Wharf for three days late in November on a mis-
sion partially under cover--in that it took on the 
nameplates of another famed schooner, also com-
missioned in Fell’s Point, the Chasseur. Indeed, the 
Pride was modeled after the Chasseur, which in the 
War of 1812 was also widely known as the Pride of 
Baltimore.
 Chasseur was built in a yard near Wolf St. by 
Master Shipwright Thomas Kemp of Talbot County 
in 1812 and it came under command  of acclaimed 
Capt. Thomas Boyle in time to perform privateering 
exploits against British shipping in two voyages 
off England starting in late 1814. The innovative 
schooner’s design was detailed by Geoffrey M. 
Footner in the Dec. 2012 ‘Pointer. 
 The Pride was here to star in a 7-minute ori-
entation video being produced through city, state 
and federal funds for the Preservation Society’s 
programs celebrating the 200th anniversary of 
the war. The festivities largely culminate in next 
September’s marking of the failed British attempt 
to destroy the “nest of pirates” that was Fell’s Point. 
Tall ships and tourists will gather.
 Filming was by Firesite Films Inc., in Connecti-
cut. It entailed taking the “Chasseur” to sea, under 
photographic assault from a chase boat. The Pride 
was compensated through the grants for its par-
ticipation. Preservation Director Ellen VonKarajan 
thanked Capts. Jan Miles and Jamie Trost and the 
crew for their extended help. Also Rich Nelson of 
PCM Services in Beltsville for donating use of the 
chase boat and the Daily Grind for keeping all 
afloat in coffee.
 The schooner also took school classes for 
sails and the crew interpolated Maryland Heritage 
displays along the wharf on the history of the war. 
On Sunday, April 24, though, the Pride, below, was 
fogged in, and all but a gull was quiet--including 
adjacent Rec Pier, once much favored as a home 
berth for the Pride.

Following daily hubbub, Pride II was fogged in yet camera-ready. 
Photo by Dan Magus of Fleet St. (dan@magusphoto.com)

Towne Criers’ Christmas Eve
 The Community Candlelight-
Carol Christmas Eve Service will 
be held at 7:30PM in the Visitor 
Center on Thames St., said the 
Towne Crier, the Rev. Jack Traut-
wein, who also announced that he 
and fellow Towne Crier Michael 
Lisicky again will start at 11AM 
through the streets blessing homes 
on Christmas morning. 
 Last Saturday, St. Nicholas ar-
rived by Moran Tug on schedule, 
thanks to Main Street, and mer-
chants held forth in the Square.

Kraig Greff’s Christmas Gift

 The Preservation Society and 
the Scottish Rite Masonic Center 
offer the piano of Lancaster St.’s 
Kraig Greff tomorrow, Sunday, 
Dec. 15, 2-5PM, at the Masonic 
Temple, Charles and 39th Sts. 
The $20 tickets benefit the So-
ciety and the Childhood Speech 
and Language Center and are 
available at www.eventbrite.com/
event/8998983201. The program, 
with refreshments, invokes Christ-
mas Around the World. 

 The Residents’ Association met Dec. 4 up-
stairs at Bertha’s to elect officers for 2014. Current 
President Arthur Perschetz was recovering in the 
Caymans after recurrent terms. Replacing him is 
Treasurer and real estate agent David Martz of Ann 
St. Vice president is advertising retiree David John-
son of Fell St. Secretary is Kelly Navas-Miguelos 
of Ann St. and Treasurer Matt Calse of Thames St. 
At-large board members are Daniel Atzman, Kevon 
Loeb, retiring Secretary Brooke Lierman and Scott 
Burkholder. Also a new website: fellspoint.org.
 At the November meeting, Councilman Jim Kraft 
had updated several nearby traffic improvements he 
is pursuing, especially a Transportation study of how 
to handle future Harbor Point flows. Representa-
tives from Hampstead Hill Academy charter school 
at Eastern Ave. and Linwood St. told of its growth 

and sought funds for 
improvements--point-
ing out that students 
from Fell’s Point are as-
sured middle-school 
placement despite a 
burgeoning 700 enroll-
ment, with 23 countries 
represented. The school 
is pre-K through 8th. 
FPRA donated $1,000 
by acclamation.
      One of the changes 
that Kraft had indicated 
would come quickly 
was posting of stop 
signs at all 5 entries 
into the intersection of 
Thames, Fell and Ann 
Sts.  The signs are up, 
just remember, current 
House of Representa-
tives rules apply--the 
party to your right has 
the right of way. 



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. Bond 
St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s Tavern, 
Thames and Bond Sts., 410.276.9719; 
Howie B Properties, commercial 
and residential real estate in Fell’s 
Point and throughout Baltimore, 
410.375.4200; and Jimmy’s Restau-
rant, 801 S.Broadway, 410.327.3273.  
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warrencom-
munications@comcast. net. Additional 
graphics support byJacquie Greff, 
TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Tugs From a Maritime Past
 This is an excerpt from Captain Bill Eggert’s  new 
“Gentlemen of the Harbor: Stories of Chesapeake Bay 
Tugboats and Crews”: 
 The Baltimore Sun obituary of April 21, 1991, 
reported the passing of Howard H. Brady, an 
impressionist artist who produced paintings and 
figure studies in watercolor and oil. I met Brady in 
1989 when he wandered into the boating supply 
store I owned in Canton, not far from Fell’s Point. 
He introduced himself as an artist and 
asked if I’d like to purchase an oil painting 
to sell in the store. The subject turned to 
my interest in tugboats, and he offered 
to paint an original oil from one of my black-and-
white photos of the tug Cape Henlopen. He looked 
a little down and out, and of course I knew nothing 
of his impressive credentials.
 We agreed on the modest price of $100, and 
off he went with my 5-by-7-inch print of the tug 
emerging from the fog, with the Domino Sugar 
Refinery in the background. He did not suggest 
a size nor when it would be completed. Not two 
weeks later, he returned bearing a large, framed 
magnificent portrait of the tug in his unique style. 
Brady refused to take any additional money, even 
though it was truly worth more. I never saw him 
after that day, but the painting remains one of my 
prized possessions. 
 Brady died at 61 after an apparent heart attack 
in a waterfront restaurant. His artwork won many 
prizes, including the George Peabody award. He 
had enlisted at age 20 in the Marine Corps. Dur-
ing the Korean War he took part in the legendary 
1950 Battle of the Chosin Reservoir. Brady later 
graduated from the Maryland Institute, College of 
Art. For 35 years he ran the Howard Brady Studio 
in Baltimore. 
 As Eggert’s subtitle suggests, his book focuses 
on the boaters and others who admire them. And 
most of the recounted tugs coming or going found 
berth in the Fell’s Point of old--before Rec Pier’s “res-
toration.” His book and its trove of maritime photos 
is for sale at $20 in the Frame House, 901 Ann Street 
Wharf, and Celie’s B&B, 1714 Thames St. or www.
gentlemenoftheharbor.com.

As Zelda Zen, Boutique Returns to Thames St.
By Beth Hawks
 Oh Fell’s Point, how I have missed you! 
Recently, I relocated my boutique Zelda Zen to 
1634 Thames St. after 11 years in Federal Hill on 
Cross St. Before that, I was in Browns Wharf, when 
it was first renovated. I called the shop Cowboy 
Buddha (a long, long time ago) and my partner 
and I were among the first retailers to “chance” 
selling higher-end clothes, sculptures and jewelry 
when Fell’s Point still had rough edges and rowdy 
reputation--Bohager’s, Surfside Sally days, yikes!
 Even though we were successful, we were not 
cut out to be partners . . . friends, yes, business 
partners no. I decided to work hard, squirrel away 
funds and open solo one day. That day came on 
Cross St. just after Sept. 11, 2001, and now back 

 Artist Maria Cavacos’ cartoons for The Fell’s 
Pointer are available now in a book, “Fell’s Point-
edly: 8 Pungent Years of Brick Banter,” on sale for 
$20 at the Preservation Society Visitor Center and 
the Art Gallery on Thames St. and The Frame House 
on Ann Street Wharf. Also at www.tonalvision.
com/store/fells-pointedly.html. Teaming with Ca-

vacos on the book are ‘Pointer editor Lew 
Diuguid providing context and producer 
Jacquie Greff of Tonal Vision on Lancaster 
St. handling design and marketing.

 While the 15-year-old newsletter is all-volun-
teer, proceeds from the book--an effort to explain 
this waterside neighborhood to visitors and bemuse 
residents with a backward glance--will also help 
compensate Maria and Jacquie for their torturous 
years of putting up with the ‘Pointer’s editor.

Walking The Fell’s Pointer
     Twenty into lower door slots, 2 to 
the Laundromat, 27 through mid-
door slots, 32 into boxes, and 18 
folded and slipped into door jambs 
– that’s how The Fell’s Pointer ar-
rives at homes and businesses on 
my monthly route along and around 
Lancaster St.. The one-wayness 
of the old slots reminds me of our 
ongoing need for dialogue. Bend-
ing and stretching, I see changes 
in the neighborhood. On early quiet 
mornings, it’s easy to imagine these 
lanes when news spread by criers 
and mailmen, after knocking, waited 
to deliver a letter. Since the summer, 
there are a few more for sale signs, 
a spruced-up Register St., a post-
fire roof collapse and no smashed 
pumpkins. It’s my chance to relish 
our community, pay attention to its 
details and imagine its future. In-
spiration provided by John Stilgoe’s 
“Outside Lies Magic: Regaining 
History and Awareness in Everyday 
Places,” a book to commend to our 
community.   --Joann N. Bodurtha

Tug Cape Henlopen, Howard Brady painting.

8 Pungent Years of Brick Banter

Fell‛s Pointedly

Cavacos’ Cartoons Reprised

 The Nov. 13 Sun splashed an account of the 
City Planning Dept. and Greater Baltimore Com-
mittee’s vision to renovate the 30-year-old Inner 
Harbor, including an 800-ft. pedestrian bridge to 
connect Rash Field with Harbor East (Pier 5). This 
would provide strolling tourists a scenic circuit and 
an observation site for views down harbor. The 
report called the bridge “an idea put forward in 
2011,” suggesting it came from a study sponsored 
then by the business community’s GBC. 
 But The Fell’s Pointer floated such a proposal 
in Nov. 2010, with a cartoon showing walkers on 
high, taking in that fall’s parade of boats here 
for the Great Schooner Race. It insisted that the 
bridge, closer to Fell’s Point, would have to clear 
tall ships--starting with the Constellation--but the 
City’s authority on bridges then said such a span 
would be too steep to climb.
 GBC CEO Donald Fry said last month that 
the new proposal would cost $30 to 60 million. 
It would not be elevated but would open for tall 
ships. He said private-sector financing would be 
considered. The report said formal study will be 
needed.

‘Pointer Claims Bridge Vision

here--in my beautiful shop filled with incredible 
merchandise and meeting customers from all over 
the world.
 Operating a brick-and-mortar storefront in 
these days of on-line retailers and chain mer-
chandisers stores is tough. But remember, our 
prices can compete and you need never leave 
your neighborhood to find that special gift or 
treat for yourself. Independent stores such as Su 
Casa, Corduroy Button, Freesia, Poppy & Stella, 
Cupcake, Katwalk, Amuse Toys, Natty Boh, Loring 
Cornish, Robert McClintock Gallery, The Frame 
House, Maja, Sheep’s Clothing-- along with two 
newcomers from Federal Hill, Brightside Boutique 
at 732 S. Broadway, and Zelda Zen! Thank you for 
welcoming us to your neighborhood.

Holiday
Books


