
 When the city called for bids more than a 
decade ago from developers to buy shuttered, 
deteriorated Rec Pier, it said the need for repair 
was “urgent.” At the May 1 Residents’ Association 
meeting, the latest in a succession of ownership 
groups at last declared a commitment to the city 
to begin the redevelopment--by January. 
 Marco Greenberg of Beatty Development 
Group, an offshoot of H&S Bakery, said the plans 
remain the same, for a 125-room hotel, restaurant 
and restored upper-floor ballroom that was part of 
what made the pier a recreation center as well as 
dock when it was built 100 years ago. Greenberg 
estimated that repair of the pier underpinnings 
would cost $7 million and said overall financing 
was now assured. 
 Greenback turned to Rec Pier in response to a 
question. Initially his colleague, Jonathan Fletcher, 
described the imminent start on construction of a 
365-foot local headquarters for Exelon, the parent 
of BGE, on the reclaimed industrial site now called 
Harbor Point. The footings will require driving piles 
about 65 feet deep through the cap put in place to 
remediate the site of a former AlliedSignal mercury 
plant. The developers have obtained approval of 
city planners to nearly double the density initially 
projected for Harbor Point. 
 Approval of the expansion, including an even-
tual 410-foot tower, is now before City Council. Still 
included are a 5-acre park and 4 1/2 acres of ad-

ditional open space. 
Construction is to 
begin in the fall, in-
cluding a temporary 
Promenade at water’s 
edge and city-provid-
ed bridge extending 
Central Ave. onto the 
site. The full house 
upstairs at Bertha’s 
raised only limited 
questioning of the 
high-rise density. 
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Happenings

 Main Street’s 9th Privateer Festi-
val was to be three-day, a first, April 
19-21. Friday was rained out but on 
the clear, crisp weekend a trium-
phant Pride of Baltimore II battled 
challenges from shore batteries; 
water cannon forays by youngsters 
on Urban Pirates’ Fearless, out 
of Ann St. Wharf; Lady Maryland 
tied up at Broadway Pier with the 
heavily flagged schooner Island 
Time a rope’s length east along 
the Promenade. While youngsters 
at shell games secured the wharf, 
privateers, pirates plus occasional 
pyrates and buccaneers, close to 
half of them female, strode around 
the Square in a costume show set to 
chanties. By Sunday evening, Balti-
more’s own Heavy Seas beer truck 
had run dry in the grog garden. 
 The Island Time, down from 
Northeast, Md., offered evidence 
of how Fell’s Point draws nostalgic 
sea-farers. Captain Michael Smith 
looked as if he might have just elud-
ed the Royal Navy in 1814. Actually 
a judge in Northeast, he and his 
crew “are pirate re-enactors and liv-
ing history educators,” he said. The 
Point’s historians avoid the “pirates” 
label, and Smith was respectful of 
that, offering firm support for the 
Preservation Society and saying he 
has decided to dock his schooner 
at Henderson’s Wharf. 
 Main Street’s new president, Mike 
Maraziti of One-Eyed Mike’s, said 
at the April 24 Task Force meeting 
that the Privateers’ Days succeeded 
despite the lost Friday. He estimated 
that 80% of the crowds were visitors 
and suggested that the more local-
ized approach was consistent with 
what he hopes to achieve with the 
October Fun Festival--which Main 
Street has contracted to operate for 
the Preservation Society. 

Rec Pier Start Vowed in Jan.

Privateers Spectacle in Square

 The paradox of Fell’s Point’s shrinking flood-
plain, described in this newsletter last month, is 
now visible on maps vital for residents near the 
harbor to determine whether they must continue 
federal flood insurance--assuming they already 
have it--or obtain it if they are newly in the all-
important plain. Federal, state and city officials 
emphasize that those above the plain but near it 
should maintain the insurance, which is sold at a 
lower rate accordingly. 
 Ken Hranicky, the city’s floodplain manager, 
was one of several authorities seeking to inform 
Baltimoreans at a public meeting in the War Memo-
rial Building on April 30 of what to expect in these 
times of climate change and the tools of address-
ing it. The meeting received scant notice and little 
turnout. But several Pointers, remembering the 
Isabel flooding of 2003, attended. Hranicky laid 
the seeming shrinkage of the all-important federal 
floodplain map here to the improved technology 
used to draw the new ones. 
 “The maps are ‘preliminary’ because there is 
time for an appeal before they are adopted and 
become effective,” he explained. The target date 
for FEMA, devastated by losses in recent storms, 
is Oct. 1, when insurance rates are to rise. 
 Hranicky suggested that for more detail, 
homeowners can consult maps online at http://
cityview.baltimorecity.gov/planningmaps/index.
html or visit his office to review printed versions. 
He also welcomes ques-
tions regarding develop-
ment in the floodplain, 
saying “insurance questions 
are best handled by insur-
ance agents.” He is at 417 
E. Fayette St., 8th Floor. 
410.396.9508. “I also recom-
mend the website where 
you can get lots of informa-
tion, including an estimate 
on flood insurance: www.
Floodsmart.gov.”

Comedy and Artists at Corner

Billy Colucci Plays The Patterson 

 David Mamet’s “Glengarry Glen 
Ross,”  a comedy recently revived 
on Broadway, is playing at the 
Corner Theater, 251 S. Ann St., 
through June 9. Fridays, Saturdays 
at 8 for $17, Sundays at 2 for $15, 
Thursdays May 23 and 30, $12, at 
www.fpct.org. During the “10 X 10” 
series of one-act plays just ended, 
10 lobby artists donated $150 and 
gave 10% of their sales for the 
Stage Repair fund, saying that as 
artists they realize the importance 
of supporting the Corner. The 10, 
all members of the Art Gallery on 
Thames St., are Mary Craig, Aman-
da Engels, Julia Foote, Bob Funk, 
Betsy Goldsborough, Wendy Harris, 
Jennifer Herd, Sean Hyle, Sharon 
Krulak and Lynda Sebastianelli.

Map by Ken Hranicky, Floodplain Manager, City of Baltimore and Jacquie Greff, Tonal Vision

Point’s Floodplain is Backed Off

 Ann Street’s resident jazz pianist 
Billy Colucci will play Thursday, 
May 23 at Living Classrooms in the 
Patterson Theater on Eastern Ave. 
at 8PM. 
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Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Privy Dig Comes Up Big New Housing at Bank St.

Point’s Polish Families Down to Bilingual Few

 This community’s historic predilection for 
emptying bottles has led new-age collectors to 
unearth a long-ignored asset here, the once ubiqui-
tous backyard privies. The Greffs of Tonal Vision on 
Lancaster St., wanting to relay their pocket garden, 
invited in the Dig or Die Bottle Club of Washington 
to remove an unwanted tree and follow its roots to 
remains of the ancient outhouse. The half dozen 
diggers and sifters came upon pottery shards, bits 
of metal including a hinge, and lots of bottles--the 
detritus of 200 years ago that was tossed down the 
privy. 
 Not only did the Greffs restart their garden, 

 A project that will put 47 housing 
units, 22 of them subsidized, plus 
retail is rising on a former parking 
lot at Broadway and Bank St. after 
five years in a limbo induced by the 
recession. The company of former 
Housing Commissioner Daniel Hen-
son is developer of the site, which 
includes a long-abandoned police 
station that is being restored and 
incorporated, along with its heavy 
metal pillars and doors, some of 
them barred for cells. The station 
will include a community room for 
residents and offices for staff.
 Henson said the 4-story building 
is to be topped out in a ceremony 
next month, with completion by De-
cember. Six units are federally sub-
sidized for disabled, 16 for limited 
income and the rest market rate.

Jacquie filmed the dig for their History at Risk 
video series, viewable on www.FellsPoint.US. Club 
member Andy Goldfrank, interviewed in mid-dig, 
interpreted the finds to suggest that in an early 
rendition the house might have been another com-
monplace in the old port, a bordello. A neighbor 
of the Greffs now is hoping to induce a dig, too, 
because his yard is developing a sinkhole where 
the privy was. Scott Gordon of the bottle club said 
it has done two prior excavations here and consid-
ers the Point a site of, well, historic potential. A 
similar dig several years ago beside what was the 
old town’s first synagogue produced artifacts that 
took volunteers at the Preservation Society months 
to piece together.   

Dig or Die Photos
History at Risk host Frank Tybush joins search for artifacts 
of the Point’s pre-Plumbian archaeological period.
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Webers have attended the passage of a culture.

 The Webers, who live in the now-closed Fu-
neral Home on Ann St. across from ex-St. Stanislaus 
Church, list the other current residents of Fell’s 
Point who go back to when it seemed virtually 
everyone here was Polish. Their list reaches to five 
families. George Weber was born above the Fu-
neral Home in 1930, “by a midwife.” His grandfather 
emigrated from Poland and his father came here 
in 1928, when funeral homes were a novelty. His 
German family name reflects a time when Germany 
occupied Poland. But like his wife Gloria’s, his roots 
are Polish. He speaks the language. 
 George traces the start of the Polish exodus 
from Fell’s Point to WWII, when Polish was still a 
primary language here. “They had the most me-
nial jobs, making nothing, and then all the war 
industries started up, paying big money,” he said. 
“They moved out to them, and they didn’t come 
back,” except to visit the elderly, and for church at 
St. Stans or to visit the Polish Club on Broadway. As 
for the elderly who stayed on, the Webers gradu-
ally buried most of them, although in the post-war 
years there were half a dozen other ethnic funeral 
parlors--most of them Polish. The sole survivor, 
Lillian & Zeiler at Eastern and Wolfe Sts., is of Ger-
man origin. Just beyond the Point, at Bank and 
Chester Sts., is the funeral home of David Weber, a 
relative.
 In 1996, the Webers closed their business. 
Retirement provided time for what has become 
15 trips to Poland, with Gloria acting as tour guide. 
They are enthusiastic about the post-Communist 
transformation, except for the parking. “It’s worse 
than it is here,” she said.
 As for the Point’s Polish first families still 
extant, the Webers started counting: Herb 
Zientak of the Ferndale Fence & Awning Co. 
at 1000 S. Caroline St. and his brother Bob 
on Fell St.; Mary Slowikowski of Lancaster 
St., whose family helped create the Harbor 
East Katyn Monument to Polish officers 
slain in WWII; “a family that moved away and 
has returned to Henderson’s Wharf;” Patrick 
Wrocinski of Hi’s Variety at 1727 Lancaster 
St. and his carpenter brother Charlie, whose 
mother died last year, and the Webers. While 

the majority of the 102 units of Lemko House on 
Ann St. now house native born, many are Poles who 
lived in Fell’s Point for some of their years before 
retiring to it.
 The count of “closet Polacks” on day visits is 
another matter, said Gloria. They can crowd the 
Club for Saturday night dances--some having 
started the day buying sausages at Ostrowski’s, 524 
S. Washington St., Sofia’s in the Broadway Market 
or Krakus Deli at 1737 Fleet St. The Ostrowskis 
started selling here in 1919, the family living up-
stairs at the same site. The patriarch, John, now is 
in Lutherville. 
 The Webers go dancing at the Polish Club once 
a month. In August many of the Diaspora return for 
the Bean Pickers’ Party, the name harking to the 
immigrants of the late 1800s--an estimated 40,000 
annually landing in Locust Point, and many taking a 
ferry over here. They often found work traveling by 
wagon to harvest crops on southern Pennsylvania 
farms. Not all contemporary bean pickers are Pol-
ish. George described “a Chinese doctor playing 
Polish music.”
 Looking back on the Point’s Road Fight half 
a century ago, George noted that while the In-
terstate highway proposal was defeated, Polish 
homeowners also were losers, often selling their 
houses disastrously to speculators during the city’s 
condemnation process. And as for the loss of St. 
Stans, they contend the congregation remained 
viable but was forced into merger by the Catholic 
hierarchy for resisting its quest for outreach to the 
non-Polish needy.


