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Comeback for Square, Cont’d
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SANDY-BAGGED--Residents and merchants filled
endless bags with tons of City-provided sand
to fend off the Oct. 29 Hurricane Sandy, only to
discover on the morning after that--as above
along Thames St.--the flood flopped. Even at the
vulnerable low points, Thames and Lancaster at
Wolfe St., the water stayed below the curbs. Tree
damage, too, was minimal as Sandy slipped by
the ‘Point this Halloween. Please return the sand,
said the City.

Fearless Afloat in Business
Just as in the yore of this one-time commercial
port, the current favorite Fearless pirate boat measures its popularity in boardings--and there were
34,000 of them, mostly quite young, this season at
Ann Street Wharf. That’s 4,000 more than last year,
said Cara Joyce, the admiral of Urban Pirates. High
in the water in this fifth year, she is negotiating
licensing arrangements with groups in Newport
News-Hampton and Charleston that hope to replicate her success. Those east coast ports happen to
be prime competitors of the Port of Baltimore, now
down the Patapsco.
“We would share our scripts, booking, music .
. . and they would pay royalties,” said Joyce, 42, “We
made plenty of mistakes in the start-up” and they can
benefit. “The big thing is responsibility to the community,” she said. That includes fellow merchants of
Ann Street Wharf, who find their businesses benefit
from the pirate traffic. She quoted an officer of Belt’s,
owner of the Wharf, as asking her please “not to
leave. ‘My tenants would not be happy.’” She has
taken an active role in
the Preservation Society and Thames Street
Park, and her general
manager, Adam Sahhar,
who lives on Pratt St.,
is involved with Main
Street. Canton resident
Joyce and her husband
are considering a move
to Fell’s Point. Urban
Pirates has boat-cruise
tie-ins with local retailers, such as Amuse toy
Adm. Cara Joyce
shop, and (Continued)

The War We Commemorate–VIIl
Admiral Had Problems:
Fell’s Pointers
By Geoffrey M. Footner
Captain Philip Bloke of HMS Shannon, who had
captured USS brig Nautilus in August 1812, wrote
a friend a month later that the Royal Navy had
already “destroyed the enemy’s trade and [we] are
now chastising his privateers.” British historian Andrew Lambert, whose new book, “The Challenge:
Britain Against America in The Naval War of 1812,”
written in the old-fashion bad-mannered style of
Punch’s “ole John Bull-nose,” admits begrudgingly
that American privateers had captured 200 of his
nation’s merchant ships during this first summer
of the war. Many of those American privateers
in northern waters were small boats and sloops
that were easy captures. One exception was the
Baltimore schooner Rosse, commanded by Joshua
Barney out of Fell’s Point, who had a spectacular
summer cruise centered on the important Canadian North Atlantic trade route, capturing a dozen
or so ships loaded with valuable cargoes.
The Times of London punched more holes
in Bloke’s inflated claim on Jan. 1, 1813: “We are
concerned to find that by every account received
from the West Indies, American privateers are still
enabled to range unmolested, and commit their
depredations on our trade.” The article quotes a
letter from Barbados dated Nov.19, 1812, which
“will sufficiently manifest the unprotected state of
our commerce in that quarter.” It mentions General
Armstrong, Retaliation, Joel Barlow, Patriot and
the Sparrow of Norfolk as the American privateers
cruising in the West Indies.
Twenty Baltimore privateers cleared Cape
Henry during the first six months of war, including
those Baltimore schooners departing (Continued)

In a notable presentation three
years ago, Baltimore Development Corp. planners came to the
community saying they had $1.5
million in hand for a face-lift of
the Square and asking for ideas.
With Councilman Jim Kraft as
interlocutor, they soon had a file
full. The recession then ran off
with the funds but they are back
and a city-hired Mahan Rykiel
design team presented a proposal
Oct. 23 to about 20 residents at
a meeting called by Kraft in the
Douglass-Myers building. It suggested, looking from the harbor,
a new information kiosk for visitors to complement the lemonade
stand; a yet undefined “gateway,“
perhaps a statue, between them
and a “water feature” just beyond,
which disappears when turned off
during events; a pair of raised,
grassy beds at mid-block and at
the rear; about 20 trees instead of
the current 16, and more seating
but not necessarily benches.
Attendees offered variations,
including gravel to replace the
brick, and a pissoir. Maintenance
was debated, with the city’s
Recreation & Parks described as
unable to do the job and hopes
expressed that the downtown
Waterfront Partnership could be
hired. BDC foresees completion in summer 2014, after initial
below-ground utility work. Told
this could disrupt celebrations of
the 1814 Battle of Baltimore here,
a spokesman said perhaps the
project could be accelerated.
Upper Fells Clean Sweep
The Upper Fell’s Point Improvement Association was awarded
$1,000 by the Mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake on Oct. 29 for
placing second in the Southeast
quadrant of the annual Clean
Community Competition. The
group’s boundaries are Broadway
on the west, Washington St. on
the east, Lombard St. on north
and Eastern Ave. on the south. Its
president is Jeff May, ufpiapresident@yahoo.com.

‘Pointer Needs
Distributor
This volunteer newsletter’s
doughty band of door-to-door
distributors has lost a longtermer, so team leader Jacquie
Greff is looking for a resident
willing to put in about half an
hour in the neighborhood on
the second Saturday of each
month--except August.
She welcomes hearing from
you at 410.675.0591 or jacquie@
tonalvision.com.

Main Street Medallions
Main Street, which pulls together Fell’s Point’s
businesses while also welcoming residents, is pursuing a high-profile plan to improve the appearance
and security of the waterside shopping areas by
engaging the downtown Waterfront Partnership’s
services--until now focused on the Inner Harbor. To
do so, MS Director Joy Giordano said at least half of
the central historic district businesses have joined
a medallion program committing to pay .012% of
annual revenues for services including cleaning
of public places and street patrolling by safety
guides, who will also address handling of ensconced
homeless--all issues that City government has failed
to resolve.
The initial target area is 1600-1700 Thames
St. and 800-700 Broadway, she said, with eventual expansion north to Fleet St. with west and east
boundaries at Bond and Wolfe Sts. Most bars and
restaurants and many merchants are pledged to join,
with no money yet actually collected but with a goal
of total commitment by spring. Giordano said MS is
upgrading its website and social media to
highlight the program, efforts sought
by the members.
Main Street replaced the Development Corp. in 2008, the latter having evolved from early associations
of bar owners and/or businesses. MS is

Fearless - cont. from front
she said that 21 of her 28 employees live in the city.
Most are part-time, but several are close to
full hours. With the boat’s season having ended at
Halloween, many of the piratical actors will form a
team, hired by area libraries, including the Pratt, to
tell tall tales of the sea. They also offer Pirate Days
at day-care centers. These activities, in turn, are
advertising for the boat.
Joyce continues, part-time, her former career as
a special education teacher in Ann Arundel County.
Her husband is full-time in the same specialty in
Dundalk. She doubts that pirate boats can be widely
franchised--”I don’t want them everywhere”--but she
clearly has enjoyed the cruise that began when she
took her 4-year-old son, now 9, on a pirate boat out
of Annapolis. It still operates there. She and two other
local mothers came up with Fearless, struggling initially with banks’ unwillingness to accept a pirate boat
as collateral. One woman dropped out and the other,
having moved to Florida, is negotiating a buyout.
Joyce acknowledges spending more time with her
lawyer and accountant than anticipated and she has
had a quiet run-in with neighbors around the corner
on the Promenade complaining of too much pirate
noise. All considered, though, a gratifying experience
in small business serving small swashbucklers.

TIME FOR A SIGN?--A driver at the foot of Ann St. on
Oct. 23, liking the view, bore left on the Promenade
that is unmarked but reserved for walkers. Bollards
at the Belt’s pier houses around the bend signaled
her mistake but turning around proved perilous. Removal of the fence allowed escape two hours later.
Pier House resident Connie Taylor said half a dozen
cars similarly have lost their way over almost 20
years, none falling in so far.

HISTORY AT THIS POINT--Jacquie and Craig Greff of Tonal Vision on Lancaster St. have launched
“History at Risk,” a web series with monthly episodes viewable on their www.FellsPoint.US site.
The host is Frank Tybush, at right, a filmmaker interested in history, who interviews locals and
other experts about Fell’s Point history, why it is at risk and what can be done to save it. In the
first episode, on the Preservation Society’s Fun Festival, Frank asks attendees what they know
about area history then discovers town crier Michael Lisicky, left, who provides missing detail
and invites Frank back for more. The Greffs started the website 10 years ago, realizing the
‘Point had none that was all-embracing. Now funded through local ads, it continues to offer
historic interviews, videos and an archive of Fell’s Pointer issues. “We would love to hear from
you about what we could do to make this site more helpful and interesting,” said Jacquie.
affiliated with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, which has helped organized Main
Streets nationwide to fortify neighborhoods. It has received funding from
Baltimore Development Corp., as
does the Waterfront Partnership. MS
sponsors Christmas activities starting
with the tugboat arrival of St. Nicholas
and lighting of a tree in the Square.
When asked, Giordano confirmed that Main
Street has written a letter of support for the
owner of the sternwheeler Black-Eyed Susan to
City-owned Broadway Pier, despite the Residents’
Association decision not to do so. She said the
owner is not a member of MS but businesses that
are favored its presence. MS is awaiting conversion of the closed Comfort Station on Fleet St. into
an office as part of the Market Place project, but
Giordano said that won’t happen til well into 2013.
The president of Main Street is Juliette Richter.

Admiral Had Problems - cont. from front
on second cruises. More than double that number
of commissioned letter of marque traders also
sailed then from Fell’s. The Royal Navy’s Atlantic
coastal blockade had been ineffectual.
The Baltimore schooner Highflyer had departed Fell’s Point on her second cruise on Oct. 7,
1812, headed back to the West Indies. A Royal Navy
brig decoyed Capt. Jeremiah Grant. The vessel’s
broadside struck Highflyer with such power that the
crew felt the schooner lift out of the water. Grant
died instantly. Highflyer was captured by the Royal
Navy battleship Poictiers and the frigate Acasta on
its approach to Cape Henry on Jan. 9, 1813.
Comet had ended its first cruise with a cannon salute to Fort McHenry, on Oct. 7, 1812. The
schooner’s four rich prizes straggled in after her.
The last entered customs at Beaufort, N. C. Boyle
set out again in November. Comet arrived at the
Dutch possession of Surinam on the north coast
of South America. A battle commenced with the
Portuguese brig of war Libra and her convoy of a
ship and two brigs. Fifty-four cannon confronted
Boyle and his crew, yet Comet won that battle.
The Royal Navy’s commander-in-chief, Admiral
John B. Warren, outlined his problems in a letter to
the Admiralty, dated Dec. 29, 1812. Warren pleaded
for reinforcements. He writes that American frigates were larger than his, British tars were deserting
and, “swarms of privateers and letter of marque,
their numbers now amounting to 600, make it necessary to send out a strong addition of ships, as well
as light brigs or the trade must immediately suffer,
if not be utterly ruined and destroyed.” Perhaps Sir
John exaggerated the numbers, but he certainly
had not minimized the Royal Navy’s problems.
NEXT: And the war endures.

Schedules

Trash and Recycling
Current days for trash pickup are Tuesdays and for recycling are Thursdays.
Residents are limited to setting out three
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.
Antique Dealers’ Association: Call
410.675.4776.
Community Organization: Second
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St.,
443.791.1717.
Main Street: office, 1730 Bank St.
410.675.8900.
Preservation Society: 410.675.6750
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.
Residents’ Association: First
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

thanks!

The Fell’s Pointer thanks its three sustaining sponsors, One-Eyed Mike’s, 708
S. Bond St., 410.327 0445; Duda’s Tavern,
Thames and Bond Sts., 410.276.9719; as
well as Howie B Properties, commercial
and residential real estate in Fell’s Point
and Baltimore, 410.375.4200 or howiebproperties.com.
The newsletter also thanks reader
John P. Forgach of Belt’s Landing for
his $100 gift to continue providing
“good, useful information” for ‘Point
residents. Design and layout are contributed by Tina Fleming Warren of
warrencommunications@comcast. net.
Additional graphics support byJacquie
Greff, TonalVision.com. The ‘Pointer
also is grateful to its volunteer distributors, tipsters and writers, and welcomes
all submittals, questions and complaints
at the addresses below.
Editor Lew Diuguid

PRINTER AD
The Fell’s Pointer is published
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s
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in patrols and this newsletter are
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com.
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O.
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

