
By Geoffrey M. Footner
Fell’s Point Maritime History Consortium
 It was no fluke that the Royal Navy had con-
tinued to ratchet up its undeclared war against the 
United States that by 1812 had cost American mer-
chants more than a 1,000 vessels.  The British Navy 
had virtually destroyed France’s navy in the interval 
following Lord Nelson’s victory at Trafalgar in 1805. 
The Royal Navy’s impressment of thousands of 
American mariners had become an emotional is-
sue following the HMS Leopard-USF Chesapeake 
Affair in 1807. President Thomas Jefferson did not 
consider retaliating then as his small navy had just 
closed down a frustrating six-year war against the 
Barbary Nation of Tripoli that had left it in poor 
condition. He passed the American Navy’s prob-
lems, the suffocating effects of his Embargo of 1807 
and Great Britain’s restrictive Orders of Council, to 
President-elect James Madison. Madison’s trepid 
efforts in his first term failed to stop the nation’s 
war clock, ticking down. 
 These Orders in Council were restrictive trade 
acts that gave the Royal Navy control over Europe’s 
trade. The British Navy intensified its campaign 
against America’s merchant fleet following their 
promulgation in 1807. It exercised this authority 
by means of a system of licenses that gave the 
Royal Navy the power to issue a license or seize 
American cargo vessels trading with Europe’s 
neutral nations. 
 The three Orders in Council were first, “Restric-
tions on Point of Trade and Navigation 
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Happenings

Quake-surviving steeple checked for big holiday.

Rec Pier: Nothing Visible
But Clarke ‘Encouraged’
 Developer Joe Clarke told Resi-
dents Association attendees at 
Bertha’s on Feb. 1 that the transfor-
mation of Rec Pier--declared urgent 
by the city seven years ago--is still 
not at hand but “we’re closing in on 
financing . . . and expect to start in 
the spring.” Financing has fallen 
short throughout but was thought 
to be at hand when H&S Develop-
ment became the majority partner. 
Yet Clarke said a bank loan for 35% 
of the multimillion-dollar restoration 
is still lacking albeit with “encour-
aging” prospects. Conversion to 
a 120-room hotel, now under the 
Starwood label, is still the goal, 
with room rates in the $160 range. 
He added that the immediate need, 
shoring up of underpinnings, may 
be possible with drilling instead of 
pile driving.
 Clarke discounted a report that 
the owners now sought to place a 
marina east of the Pier but said they 
do hope somehow to accommodate 
boaters plying the inland waterway. 
Asked if there were interim plans to 
repair the shabby appearance of 
the long neglected 1914 structure, 
such as felling a gaggle of trees 
that has cropped up above the 
waterline, he said no. Councilman 
Jim Kraft said he was assured by 
the Housing Department, which 
sold the Pier to the developers, 
that maintenance standards will be 
enforced.
 President Arthur Perschetz also 
brought up the Broadway Market-
place, another project with a long 
history, saying that developer Dave 
Holmes has a new partner, Dolben 
Co., a large Boston developer, and 
he hopes to start redevelopment 
of the shuttered shops on the east 
side of the northern market as 
soon next month, with completion 
in 1 1/2 years. New housing, and 
restoration of the historic market and 
of shops on the west side, should 
be completed in 2014, according 
to Fell’s Pointer Holmes, who had 
announced the project with Dan 
Winner six years ago. 
 Kraft, reporting on another run-
ning sore along Thames St., said he 
had consulted with the city Depart-
ment of Transportation and come 
away with the warning, “If you filled 
in tree pits you’re breaking the law.”  
Tree wells in front of Slante Irish 
Pub at 1700 Thames and Riptide 
by the Bay at 1718 are bricked in.
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St. Patrick’s Open for Big Day
 St. Patrick’s, Fell’s Point’s landmark Catholic 
church, which was forced to shut last August after 
suffering some $3 million in earthquake damage, 
is about to reopen. The Rev. Robert Wojtek CSsR, 
who has led the congregation for almost seven 
years, said repair of the historic 1898 building at 
Broadway and Bank St. is nearly complete. Sunday 
morning and Wednesday evening services should 
resume by the end of February--and certainly in 
time for the annual highlight: St. Patrick’s Day on 
March 17. Officiating at that 10AM Mass will be 
Bishop Denis Madden. All are welcome and the 
turnout traditionally is large. 
 While the church is now sound, the several 
tons of carved stones that tumbled from the stee-
ple and bell tower are yet to be replaced and others 
in danger of falling are being removed. The church 
hall, also damaged, remains closed. St. Patrick’s is 
the city’s oldest Catholic parish, dating to 1792 and 
now in its fifth building. It reflects a current trend of 
consolidation in the diocese, having been merged 
into the St. Michael’s parish, whose massive, now 
vacant building is at Wolfe and Lombard Sts. Begun 
to serve immigrants, St. Patrick’s current congrega-
tion principally reflects the Hispanic influx along 
upper Broadway, with Mass routinely now in Span-
ish. During the closure, the congregation moved 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus Church on Conkling 
St. in Highlandtown, another area of growing 
Hispanic population. Indeed, St. Patrick’s is now 
a mission of that Redemptorist order, which since 
1732 has served the poor, including immigrants. 
Father Wojtek now administers St. Patrick’s from 
there. He estimates Sacred Heart congregants at 
1,000 Spanish- and 300 English-speakers, many of 
the latter quite elderly.
 “Our 12:30 mass is the largest in the city,” said 
Wojtek, 56. His great-grandfather was Czech and 
owned the Canton Steam Bakery. Father Wojtek 
grew up in Bayview and his own father was a city 
policeman for 32 years. The pastor is bilingual 
and has served in Spain and Latin America. Asked 
about the outlook of those aging English speak-
ers, whose parents might have spoken German or 
Lithuanian, he judged them hopeful. “They realize 
you can’t keep a church going with 300 members,” 
he said. On a starker fiscal point, asked about 
the expense of repairing St. Patrick’s, the father 
replied. “Who ever carries earthquake insurance 
in Baltimore? But the church did.”  Hallelujah. 

 This spring’s Harbor Ball, spon-
sored by the Residents Association, 
will be a masquerade, on Saturday, 
March 24 from 7 to 11PM at The Pol-
ish Home Club, 512 S. Broadway. 
Chairman Mike Maraziti, of One-
Eyed Mike’s, predicting a sellout, 
said tickets will be $75 and available 
on line soon. The Preservation So-
ciety and The Thames Street Park 
will be the beneficiaries.

Masquerade Ball March 24

What Was the Question, Mark?-XIII 
Ins and Outs of the Dead End
By Mark Walker
 The Dead End Saloon at 935 Fell St. may sound 
like the end of the road, but the regulars know it 
as a last-chance getaway--with secondary comings 
and goings through a back door. That one opens 
onto Wolfe St., which is around an acutely oblique 
corner. This reach back to pre-gentrification Fell’s 
Point is a neighborhood tavern with assorted 
characters that these days can include residents 
from the high rises, a writer or two and swimmer 
Michael Phelps from his town house overlooking 
the harbor.
 The building has always been used for com-
mercial purposes, said Donna Gaspar, 
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 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The Fell’s Pointer thanks its three 
sustaining contributors for covering the 
monthly printing bill: One-Eyed Mike’s, 
708 S. Bond St., 410.327.0445; Du-
da’s Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts.,  
410.276.9719; and Harbor Magic 
Hotels, including The Admiral Fell Inn, 
Broadway and Thames, 410.522.7380, 
and The Inn at Henderson’s Wharf, 
1000 Fell St., 410.522.7777.
 We thank, too, Stelios Spiliadis for 
hosting a fine lunch at the Inn at the 
Black Olive, 803 S. Caroline St., for 
five ‘Pointer staffers in appreciation 
of our efforts.
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warren-
communications@comcast. net. Addi-
tional graphics support byJacquie Gr-
eff, TonalVision.com. The ‘Pointer also 
is grateful to its volunteer distributors, 
tipsters and writers, and welcomes all 
submittals, questions and complaints 
at the addresses below.

             Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: office, 1730 Bank St.  
410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Public Figure Gans Dies at 76
 Ruth B. Gans, who led an active 
career in state government and 
politics before retiring to Hender-
son’s Wharf seven years ago, 
died Jan. 20 of a brain tumor and 
pneumonia in a N.Y. nursing home. 
She was 76. She and her husband, 
banker Hilary W. Gans Jr., attended 
Residents Association meetings 
despite her failing health. Freder-
ick Rasmussen wrote a prominent 
obituary in the Jan. 27 Sun that 
quoted ex-state Sen. Jack Lapides 
as saying “she loved being defined 
as a liberal.” A service was held at 
Henderson’s Jan. 28. 

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 ‘Point Log of War and Present
 Town Crier Jack Trautwein’s Historic Fell’s 
Point Log for Winter 1812-2012 is on the web, 
reporting on what happened then and what’s 
happening now. A typical item in the two-page 
newsletter reports on the “Maryland Militia: 
A comprehensive act has been passed by the 
Assembly in Annapolis to regulate and give dis-
cipline to the militia of the state. This extensive 
act covers all aspects of any existing and future 
militia organizational procedures. . .” The 2012 
second page leads with “Tall Ships to Visit Bal-
timore,” a notice of The Star-Spangled Sailabra-
tion, June 13-19 that is to attract tall ships from 
across the oceans. To receive the quarterly Logs, 
e-mail a request to pjtowncrier@gmail.com. 

Tanya Booth of Butcher’s Hill vis-
its her go-to Saloon. 

Dead End - cont. from front
who handles marketing--mostly as a bar/restau-
rant with living quarters upstairs. She put its origin 
in the 1780s. It was named the Dead End Saloon 
after the Great Baltimore Fire of 1904. Before that 
it was the Pelican Grill, which lives on in the great 
carved bird in the window. At one point the back 
part of the building was a ship chandler’s office, 
which helps explain how you can come in one 
door and go out the other. Owner 
Barbra Grela bought the saloon in 
1977, about the time my broth-
ers and I became customers. The 
original “Star Wars” movie was 
just out and when we ducked 
into the Dead End, I felt as if we 
had stepped into the alien bar-
room scene.  And it wasn’t even 
Halloween!  
 Yes, prior to 1980 Fell’s Point 
was different. Box cars still rolled 
up and down tracks on Fell Street. 
While bars such as Leadbet-
ters, Helen’s, Duda’s and Turkey 
Joe’s peppered the perimeter, 
old warehouses and blue-collar 
workers dominated the east-side 
scene. “Bar owners looked out for 
each other,” said Donna. “There 
were more unoccupied build-
ings than lived-in. One evening, 
owner Barbra Grela was tending bar for a handful 
of customers. A very unsavory character walked in 
and took a seat. With concern, Barbra walked in the 
back room and called friend and fellow bar owner 
Kenny Orye of the Cat’s Eye. Kenny picked up his 
shotgun and ran the block to the Dead End. When 
Kenny arrived, none of the customers were fazed; 
they looked up, nodded and went back to chatting. 
The unsavory character took a look at Kenny and 
ran out the closest door!”
  The Dead End’s front room had no tables, only 
a dance floor and several pool tables. The place was 
all about fun and parties, a comfortable feeling that 
attracted bikers and stevedores. Still outlining the 
wooden bar is a spittoon trough that thankfully is 
used as a footrest these days. Although the saloon 

served some sandwiches to local workers, it didn’t 
add a restaurant until 15 years ago. The kitchen 
takes the tagline “Fun Dining--Not Fine Dining” 
seriously. You don’t want to miss Meatloaf Monday, 
or the prices.  
 The fun continues. Dead End just celebrated 
National Kazoo Day. Every drink came with a ka-
zoo.  A few weeks prior was Rubber Ducky Day. 
They sold the ducks and donated the proceeds 

to the Johns Hopkins Children’s 
Center. Their latest excursion into 
banishing boredom is to affiliate 
with the Charm City Pedal Mill. 
Some 17 feet long by 9 feet high, 
this 16-person, bicycle-powered, 
covered caravan is a party on 
spokes.  Friends sit across from 
one another and pump as a com-
pany-designated driver bar hops, 
capping off at the Dead End.  
      To support the arts, the pub 
hosts a reception and hangs a 
local artist’s display for an entire 
month.  The staff of eight in-
cludes artist Debbie Lynn Zwie-
bach, who has my chit for Miss 
Fell’s Point, having served in local 
local bars since the early ‘70s. On 
the rim of the tree well out front 
are brass memorials to luminaries 
of the Saloon’s past. I frequent 

the back bar for the billiards--as the ‘Pointer sug-
gested in a cartoon several years ago, Phelps was 
attracted to the Dead End by the pool. A juke box 
offers music from my generation--the 1960s. An 
antique Beerador vending machine resembles an 
oversized bottle of Natty Boh.   
 Grela also owns a Dead End Saloon Fish Fac-
tory Grille along the Intracoastal Waterway at 
Southport, N.C., serving Maryland crab cakes. A 
third, in Cardiff, Wales, is now closed. The website 
here is www.deadendsaloon.com  
 Immediately across Wolfe St. from the back 
door, Bozzuto is building 280 high-end apartments. 
Does this mean changes at the Dead End? No, said 
Donna, but the battered back door does have the 
Saloon’s name newly painted on it.

British Navy Quest - cont. from front
with His Majesty’s Enemies.” A second restricted 
America’s transshipment trade under the title: 
“Third Country Ships Trading with the Enemy and 
with Great Britain.” The third restricted the sale of 
ships built in the United States to neutral nations. 
A subsequent Order specified the ports of entry 
into European waters.
 Royal Navy commanders had then initiated 
attacks on American merchant vessels as they en-
tered these waters with valuable cargoes. HMS 
Nonpareil was one of many Fell’s Point-built vessels 
captured between 1807 and June 1812, that is, 
before Madison decided he had no choice but war. 
Builder William Price’s Baltimore schooner was taken 
into the Royal Navy and dismantled for study, as all 
previous efforts by Britain’s builders to duplicate its 
formidable sailing characteristics had failed.
 The Thomas Kemp-built Arrow out of Fell’s 
Point was captured in European waters with a 
valuable cargo in May 1812. She was renamed HMS 
Whiting and joined British Adm. George Cockburn’s 
squadron at Cumberland Island, Georgia, in 1814, 
and was in Adm. Alexander Cochrane’s invasion 
fleet at New Orleans in 1815. Her Royal Navy 
commander grounded Whiting onto Doom Bar, 
which is her permanent grave, while standing in 
Padstow’s harbor, Cornwall, in 1816 during a flood 
tide. The Royal Navy captured and modified the 
merchant ship Hannibal during the winter of 1812. 
The Price shipyard had just delivered the 800-ton 
vessel to William Brune of Baltimore in November 

1811. She was commissioned as HMS Andromeda, 
a sixth-rate frigate that served in the Royal Navy 
through the war. These were just three of the many 
seized as war approached.
 Ironically, there were more Fell’s Point-built 
warships on the Royal Navy Register than serving 
in the American Navy in 1814. All of the Baltimore 
schooners on the U. S. Navy Register when war was 
declared were converted to square-rigged brigs 
and subsequently captured by the enemy–except 
the lucky USS Enterprize, which fought three suc-
cessful battles against Royal Navy warships. 
 NEXT: What happened in March 1812, as ‘Point-
ers felt certain about war.   


