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Happenings
 For Fell’s Pointers who would see a sign, the 
latest on streets wide and narrow are white bikes, 
lying there as if steamrollered into the pavement, 
with arrows urging them forward. They are shar-
rows, “bike with arrows,” according to Nate Evans, 
bike and pedestrian planner for City Transporta-
tion, and they signify implementation here of the 
2006 biking master plan. Cities across the country 
have similar plans afoot. “This sharrow indicates 
that cyclists and motorists share the same lane,” 
said Evans. “We only use these when full 5-foot 
bike lanes cannot fit on a street.” 
 That is indeed the case throughout this com-
munity of strait streets and alleys. Still, resident bik-
ers can only appreciate the added attention. The 
1900 block of Lancaster St., by quirk of its breadth, 
actually has 5 feet reserved for bikers--marked in 
yellow, not white, because cars must infringe oc-
casionally. But the block does not connect to the 
through bike routes, for instance the one a block 
north, Aliceanna St., that are to convey bikers east 
and west. The marked routes are judged safest to 
carry bikers to likely destinations here (see map).
 Evans, asked about bicycles on the Promenade, 
noted that it was unofficially opened to them un-
der Mayor Dixon in the Inner Harbor during slack 
hours for pedestrians, “although signs and policies 
prohibiting bikes remain in place. I have seen and 
get reports of enforcement. It is my opinion that 
the Promenade should be open to bikes, but with 
added caution. Bikes should travel at low speeds, 
no more than 10 mph, ALWAYS yield to pedestrians 
and have a bell or horn to alert pedestrians when 
passing . . . There’s no reason to speed on the Prom-
enade. Take your time and enjoy the view.”   
 The City is funding setup of bicycle networks 
in Southeast and Park Heights after two years 
of planning, said Evans. “These bike routes will 
connect neighborhoods, parks and commercial 
areas between Brewer’s Hill and Downtown in the 
Southeast and from Mt. Washington to Gwynn 
Oak and Park Heights in the northwest.”  Maps are 
available on the city’s website. 
 Evans’ pitch: “Implementation of the Bike 
Master Plan is part of a world-wide trend in creat-
ing safe bike facilities in urban areas.The presence 
of bike facilities--lanes, sharrows, signed routes, 
trails--encourages more people to choose biking 
over driving.  With more people biking, the city ex-
periences less traffic congestion, better air quality, 
smaller carbon footprint and less dependence on 
fossil fuels. Those biking experience better health, 
cost savings on auto expenses and faster commute 
times, considering they don’t have to hunt for a 
parking space. The city benefits from the social 
effects of cycling as there are more eyes on the 

Cars and bikes cohabit Lancaster St. approaching Wolfe St., while cyclists have a lane--and a “sharrow” 
to themselves--heading west. Map shows preferred bike routes affecting Fell’s Point.

Grant for Leeke’s Old School
 The Preservation Society has 
received a $3,000 grant from Pres-
ervation Maryland that will be used 
to match $3,000 from the Main 
Street Facade Improvement Grant 
program for improvements to the 
front of 1627 Aliceanna St., said 
Director Ellen Von Karajan. Funding 
for the rest of the project has been 
provided through mortgage and grant 
programs of the Maryland Historical 
Trust and the Maryland Heritage Area 
Authority. “This circa 1797 property 
was once owned by the Dashiell Sis-
ters and has an estimated completion 
date of Feb. 1,” she said. 
 The house is said to have been 
the Leeke Academy, where school-
master Nicholas Leeke opened the 
first school for boys in Baltimore. 
It became famous in the diaries of 
Frederick Doug-
lass, and was 
deeded to the 
Preservation So-
ciety. “We will be 
doubly thankful 
when the restora-
tion is complete 
and the property 
rented as a resi-
dential unit,” said 
Von Karajan.
 On Dec. 21, 
the public is invited to the Society’s 
annual meeting for a lecture at 6PM 
in the Visitor Center by Dr. Obert 
Selig, sponsored by the Maryland 
Humanities Council, on French and 
American troop movements through 
here during the Revolution. The Rev. 
Jack Trautwein will give a response. 
And on Jan. 2 at 3PM, also at 1724 
Thames St., the Children’s Mandolin 
Orchestra led by Laura Norris will 
offer a recital.

Harbor Ball at Shiny Site

 Although free Charm City Circula-
tor buses popular downtown have 
yet to reach the ‘Point, a free shuttle 
substitute is on the way. Starting 
Dec. 13, the mini-buses will run 
7AM-7PM, Monday through Friday, 
following the route of the eventual 
Green Line Circulator: City Hall to 
Harbor East to Thames, to Hopkins 
Hospital and return on Broadway, 
then back to City Hall along Al-
iceanna and President Sts.  

Signs of Bike Renaissance

street.” He put the cost of bike routing at $10,000 
per mile, compared to $100 million per mile for rail 
transit projects such as the Red Line.

Circulator Bus Shuttle

 The Residents Association, meet-
ing on Dec. 1, learned from Harbor 
Ball Chairman Cindy Plackmeyer 
that the soiree will be Mach 19 in 
the first floor of the new Harbor Point 
glass building that houses Morgan 
Stanley, at no charge thanks to H&S 
developers of the area. She also 
said tickets will be $75 and food 
will be provided by Nancy Longo of 
Pierpoint. The Association is donat-
ing $500 to the Southeast Police 
District holiday food drive. Residents 
complained to the attending police 
officer that graffiti is on the rise this 
season.

 Kraig B. Greff and his wife Jacquie, of Tonal Vision 
at 1607 Lancaster St., accommodate his mountain 
bike along with a grand piano and two Dobermans 
in their living room. Like the dogs, Kraig’s bike gets 
out and about. Here are his tips for safe cycling in 
this neighborhood quirky for pedalers:
• Make sure you can be seen and you can see.  Buy 
some reflective clothing. Go to a bike shop--there 
are two on S. Broadway (see June ‘Pointer)--for 
high-quality front and rear lights. Don’t hold back 
the funds here, they can save your life.
• Stay out of bad neighborhoods--you can get 
robbed or hurt. Watch out for dogs, which can be 
dangerous. Consider carrying mace (at least 10% 
Oleoresin Capsicum) or an asp (steel baton), to 
protect yourself.
• If you have a racing or road bike with thin tires, 
stay on the smooth streets that have the new bike 
lanes. The back streets, some sidewalks and alleys, 
and gravel areas are best left to mountain bikes. If 
you are buying a bike, consider a mountain or at 
least a commuter model. If you have a bad back, 
like me, front and rear 
shocks are really nice. 
Watch out for the Bel-
gian block streets like 
Thames and Bond. Even 
a mountain bike can be 
shaky and a road bike 
nearly impossible. Cross 
diagonally so you don’t 
become rut bound. 
Cross railroad tracks at 
90 degrees, especially when wet.
 There is an active debate on whether bike hel-
mets are useful (see “Bicycle helmet” in Wikipedia). 
Whether you choose to wear a helmet or not, get 
out there and ride. Bikes are great exercise, fun, 
and good for the environment.

Rider’s Guide to Cycling



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The Fell’s Pointer thanks its 
three sustaining contributors for 
covering our nearly $150 monthly 
printing bill: Henderson’s Wharf, 
1000 Fell St., 410.522.7777; an 
anonymous fellow sustainer; and 
Duda’s Tavern, Thames and Bond 
Sts. Also, in time for Thanksgiv-
ing, readers John Bagach of Belt’s 
Landing and another reader asking 
anonymity contributed kind words 
and $100 each to the newsletter. 
We are most grateful. Such support 
makes publication possible, as do 
volunteer distributors. Recruits are 
most welcome via e-mail below.
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming of Warren 
Communications, warrencom-
munications@comcast.net. We 
welcome donations by readers 
but more importantly submittals, 
questions or complaints. 
  Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Asso-
ciation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organiza-
tion:  Second Tuesdays at 606 
South Ann St., 443.791.1717.

Fell’s Point Main Street: office, 1730 
Bank St.  410.675.8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian 
Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St. 

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday 
of every other month at Bertha’s, 
dlh411@gmail.com.

Editor Aborts Brief Career 
As Footbridge Designer

Meters Bagged on Weekends
 Baltimore Main Streets announced that the 
city Parking Authority is allowing free weekend 
2-hour parking in Fell’s Point through December. 
From 8PM Fridays to 8PM Sundays meters and 
boxes are to be bagged.

By Mark Walker
 The latest Harry Potter installment, “Harry Pot-
ter and the Deathly Hallows (part 1),” is breaking 
box office records at cinemas across the nation. 
My guess is that if Harry Potter was indeed a real 
character he would feel right at home in the Empo-
rium Collagia at 1732 Thames St. In the eye of this 
sleight-of-hand man, the shop is surreal, magical. It 
evokes the old conjuring depot that Potter visited 
to select his sorcerer’s wand.
 Open for only seven months, owner Luana 
Kaufmann has transformed a rather bland retail 
space--albeit in an historic 1812-era residence 
donated to the Preservation Society by Lucretia 
Fisher--into something unique, with her offerings 
of art, treasures and sundries. None of this should 
come as a surprise as Kaufmann focused on mod-
ern dance, cultural history and literature while 
attending Sarah Lawrence College. After living in 
New York City for three years, she moved to Balti-
more in 1983, where she compiled multi-media 
dance theater elements over the next decade.
 Kaufmann then had an epiphany, her magic 
moment, discovering unlimited possibilities of 
fusing found imagery. This led to creation of the 
sort of three-dimensional collages that festoon 
her emporium. I told her that if my house wasn’t 
a shrine to the paraphernalia of magic and Punch 
& Judy, I’d probably buy out her shop to decorate 
my place. In describing how she creates these 
clever collages, Kaufmann said, “A couple of im-
ages gravitate to each other and suddenly state 
the impending theme. What was unknown and 
spontaneous metamorphoses into the known and 
deliberate.”
 Is it an art shop, a gallery, or perhaps a combina-
tion? Visitors find furnishings, glassware, botanicals, 
soap, candles, books, stationery, meditation-card 
decks, talismans and scents for the home, all chosen 
and displayed by a master merchandiser. Her store is 
open Sunday, Monday and Thursday 10AM to 7PM, 
and Friday and Saturday noon to 10PM.

By Lew Diuguid
 No sooner had I launched my idea in last 
month’s ‘Pointer of arching a footbridge over the 
Inner Harbor than The Sun offered a page-one 
profile of the man who for 36 years has headed 
the state’s Office of Bridge Development. Earle 
Freedman, 80, with 2,500 bridge jobs in his port-
folio, is celebrating his 60th anniversary with the 
Highway Administration. I asked him to comment 
on my dream of a lesser Gateway Arch to carry 
Promenaders between here and Locust Point--also 
thus offering them a platform for watching, say, the 
Parade of Lighted Boats or tall ships below. This was 
his gracious response:
 “I certainly appreciate your ingenuity and 
creativity. However, a pedestrian bridge over the 
harbor would need to be high enough to satisfy 
the tall ships that visit the harbor. A structure at 
this height above the water will be so high that the 
landings at its ends, at the harbor walkway eleva-
tions, would create grades for the bridge that are 
not acceptable. The maximum allowable grade is 
8% with landing requirements every 30 feet.
 “In addition, for this kind of financial invest-
ment, how many pedestrians would be accommo-
dated, and how many would be willing to use the 
facility are very questionable. Keep thinking out 
of the box; it’s that which has made our wonderful 
country so great.”

Train Toots in Highlandtown
 Model railroads will have the run 
of the Fire House at Eastern Ave. 
and Conkling St. on weekends 
1-5PM until Christmas.

Luana Kaufmann primps ever-blooming collagia. 
Photo by Lew Diuguid

“What Was the Question, Mark?-III
Collagia: Magic in 3 Dimensions

Viola and Sophie Edwards of Canton were among 
200 who welcomed St. Nicholas ashore from a tug 
at 9AM Dec. 4. Youngsters and shoppers spent the 
day around the decorated Square. A wind-resis-
tant, minimalist tree was lit at sundown and the 
Parade of (eight) Lighted Boats took over.

Rec Pier, Another Year
 The Rec Pier project, dormant as far as the eye 
can see, remained so for a sixth year. The only vis-
ible change was the departure of the Moran tugs. 
Their relocation was the last obstacle to sale of 
the city-owned 1914 structure to the developers 
chosen to make it into a 130-room hotel. They in-
clude H&S and Joe Clarke, who said the sale would 
follow promptly. The tugs left May 1, the sale was 
consummated and the now utterly idle pier looks 
sadder than ever.
 Asked to explain the lack of progress on what 
the city once described as an “urgent” underpinning 
of the deteriorated pier, Clarke said, “We are final-
izing schematic design, which we agreed to submit 
to the city for approval before we begin contracting 
for pier work. Once submitted, we expect approval 
in a matter of weeks. Then we can begin looking 
for bank financing. Loans for hotel development 
are among the hardest to negotiate in the current 
environment so we do not know how long it might 
take. We continue to meet with city and federal 
preservation authorities to assure them that our 
plans meet their standards.” 

Carols on Eve; Christmas Walk
 On Christmas Eve, the Rev. Jack 
Trautwein will offer a Candlelight 
Carol Service at 7PM in the Visitor 
Center, 1724 Thames St. On Dec. 
25, the two Towne Criers will take the 
Christmas morning walk through the 
streets, starting 11AM at Broadway 
and Shakespeare St. 


