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First Lady Salutes Students
In Preservation Society Effort
First Lady Michelle Obama designated The
Preservation Society as a Preserve America Steward on Aug. 2 for its efforts to reclaim two historic
properties on Aliceanna St. with the help of 15
student volunteers. Acting as the figurehead of
a federal initiative called Preserve America, Ms.
Obama honored several organizations that
sought recognition for their initiatives in sharing
“knowledge about the nation’s past, strengthened
regional identities and local pride, increased local
participation in preserving the country’s cultural
and natural heritage assets, and support for the
economic vitality of our communities.”
The Preservation Society singled out the work
of 15 volunteers who are preserving the 18th
century wooden Leeke Academy and the adjacent
19th century Captains Hotel, 1727-31 Alliceanna St.
Both were deeded to the Society by the Fell’s Point
Museum and Cultural Program Inc., founded by the
Dashiell/Marine family. The Dashiell sisters
were instrumental in
saving Fell’s Point during the road fight. They
traced their lineage to
Nicholas Leeke, who
five generations back
allegedly ran the first
school for boys in the
wooden structure now
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under restoration.
Student chips away inside.
The Academy was
made famous in the diaries of Frederick Douglass,
who as a slave walked his master’s son to school
there. The adjacent brick Captains Hotel, said the
application, was once the “best whore house in
Fell’s Point, which was noted for its many whore
houses, with its carved oak bar downstairs and 8’ x
12’‘working girls’ rooms on the upper floors.” Both
properties were in bad shape and were given to
the Society as “preserve of last resort,” since the
Museum had neither the energy nor the funds to
restore them.
Ten of the 15 volunteers are archaeology students from the University of Maryland Baltimore
County, and practice their archaeology on the
properties most Fridays. “They ‘give back’ to the
Society by performing ‘grunt work’” as well, said the
application, which was prepared by Jerome Bird of
the Society board. Five volunteers are Community
Service workers who scrape wallpaper and paint
with primer on Fridays as well. Executive Director
Ellen VonKarajan, who developed the project,
said, “This is preservation in the raw.” The Society
is seeking volunteers, materials donated in kind,
and funds to complete the restorations.

Leeke Academy making comeback.

Monthly Publication
of the Fell’s Point
Citizens on Patrol

11 September 2010
Volume 12 Number 8

Happenings

Assistant Towne Crier Lisicky with honoree Trautwein.

9/11 Award Goes to Trautwein,
Personification of Its Values
Assistant Towne Crier Michael Lisicky, administering this year’s 9/11 Selfless Community Service
Award, will present it today, Saturday, Sept. 11, in
the Square at 6:15PM to The Rev. John Trautwein-the civic historian and conscience who initiated
the award eight years ago following the attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001. He is also the original towne crier,
seasonal worship services provider and annual war
correspondent on the Square with dispatches from
the War of 1812.
Preacher Jack has attended an undoubted
record number of community meetings since the
road fight and contributed more volunteer hours
to the Preservation Society than there are Belgian
blocks on Thames Street. Apprised by Lisicky that
his nomination received overwhelming support
from the selection committee, Trautwein replied:
“Michael, I am very reluctant about this decision since it was an award that I instituted and since
there are several qualified candidates. It must be
said that the people of Fell’s Point have given me
far more than I am capable of ever giving back.
To say the least, I am very gratified that there was
such a response. In light of this response I am still
reluctant but honored to accept the Award.”
Last year’s winner was civic leader Jennifer
Etheridge. P.J. will receive a medallion and his name
will be inscribed on a plaque at the Society’s Visitor
Center--where he and others of a historian turn are
preparing to help commemorate the 200th anniversary of Fell’s Point’s role in the War of 1812-4.

War of 1812 From Dartmoor Prison
By David Johnson
One hundred and ninety-five years ago, 285
Baltimoreans remained wretched prisoners of
war in Britain’s notorious Dartmoor prison, even
though a treaty had been signed ending the War
of 1812. A report to Parliament in 1815 showed
that Marylanders made up 8.1 percent of the 6,560
Americans jailed there, many captured fighting
for America on the high seas as privateers--176 of
them African-American, twice the ratio of black to
white overall there.
While languishing in that cold, dark prison, 271
American mariners died for this country. Forgotten
for years, today they are honored on English soil
by a U.S. flag and marble monuments in a small
American cemetery outside the main prison. Also
in an inscription on stained-glass windows of a
church the prisoners helped construct. The windows are a gift of the American Daughters of 1812.
The list of Dartmoor dead includes 13 (Continued)

Preservation Society Soiree
Sept. 26 at Palace on Dallas
The Preservation Society will
honor Fell’s Point’s own 20th
century “defenders” at a historic
garden party benefit on Sunday,
Sept. 26, 3-7PM at the “Palace on
Dallas.” Honorees include Lu Fischer, Jean Hepner, Bob Eney and
Tom Ward, just to name a few who
came together 42 years ago during
the famous “road fight” that saved
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill from
demolition by interstate highway.
Kay Hogan, president of The
Preservation Society, said preparations for this event began when
residents, volunteers and local
businesses came together and
pledged to help the organization
build its fund-raising capabilities
so that it can better serve the
community, now that Fell’s Point
is the nexus for four National Park
Service trails--including the defenders’ trail leading to sites marking
the 200th anniversary of the War
of 1812-14--in which Fell’s Pointers
stood guard against the British.
Besides period music and living
history characters, the benefit will
feature A Taste of Fell’s Point. Restaurants and taverns including OneEyed Mike’s, Duda’s, Alexander’s,
Bertha’s, The Point, Sam’s Kid,
John Steven’s and Whistling Oyster
have agreed to supply heavy hors
d’oeuvres along with wine and beer.
Awards will also be presented at
this gathering. Due to space limitations, only 100 tickets will be sold,
at $100. Interested parties are asked
to call 410.675.6750, ext. 14.
Also on the agenda for the Preservation Society: its annual Fun
Festival: Saturday and Sunday,
Oct. 2-3, 11AM-7PM.
5K Runners Vs. Leukemia
On Saturday, Sept. 25, the
Preservation Society is jointly
sponsoring with the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society of Maryland
a 5K Run/1-Mile Walk, starting at
the Red Center in Patterson Park
below Baltimore St. at 8AM. The
race is a memorial to H.R. Read,
a founder of the Society who died
of leukemia in 2006. Register at
www.active.com (search cells):
$30 for runners, $20 for walkers.
410.558.0388
“Fool for Love” at Corner
The Corner Theater’s season
opens on Friday, Sept. 17, at 8PM
with a month-long run of Sam Shepard’s “Fool for Love,” known as “the
western for our time.” Twenty-four
years ago, the Corner’s opener
also was “Fool For Love,” then as
now directed by Barry Feinstein.
To mark the occasion, tickets for
the opening weekend are $12. For
the rest, $17 or less on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sunday matinees and
some Thursdays. The theater is
at 251 S. Ann St. To reserve, visit
www.fpct.org.

New Century School: Chinese, Spanish for Prodigies

About 60 students, ages 2 to 8 are taking
Mandarin Chinese and Spanish in the brightly
renovated former Mother Seton School, now The
New Century School, on the St. Stan’s property at
724 S. Ann St. It is “the first language immersion
Montessori Primary and Elementary School in Baltimore.” said Roberta Faux, a founder of the operation relocated from a Patterson Park site to handle
expanding enrollment. The top current class level
is third, but another grade is to be added annually
through sixth.
Faux, also mother of a student, Christine, 2,
explained at an Aug. 28 open house that the school
found its new site through St. Stan’s developer
Larry Silverstein’s son having enrolled last year. A
resident of Bolton Hill, Faux expects about 30% of
the students will live close enough to be walked
to class. She and cofounder Jennifer Lawner, of
Butchers Hill, intend to use the “diverse community
of Southeast Baltimore as part of our extended
classroom” to “gain an appreciation of diversity,
social engagement and community awareness.”
The private school, with tuition just under
$11,000, follows in the spirit of traditional Montessori principles but with a twist, said Faux, an alumna of St. Johns in Annapolis. The staff includes five
Mandarin speakers from China and three whose
first language is Spanish. The school “will expose
students to Spanish and Mandarin Chinese through
partial immersion and enrichment programs, as
well as provide cutting edge technology in their

Wolfe St. Academy:
Serving Neighbors
By Mark Gaither
Principal, Wolfe Street Academy
Now in our fourth year as a city public school
with charter status, Wolfe Street Academy is larger
than ever--and reflective of a strong, vibrant community. Approaching 190 students, with waiting
lists in most grade levels, the Academy, at Gough
St., remains a largely neighborhood school--most
students coming from Fell’s Point, Upper Fells Point
and Butchers Hill. As we work with students from
pre-school through grade 5, and their families,
the Academy stresses development of strong relationships with our geographic neighbors as well
as those who might be slightly farther away but
like-minded when it comes to providing a quality
childhood: safe streets, healthy neighborhoods
and quality education.
This year the students will pursue a sixth
consecutive year of meeting every academic and
non-academic expectation set by the Maryland
State Department of Education. You might see
them--hopefully with their Academy shirts on-walking to Patterson Park for Audubon programming or through Fell’s Point
for a program at the Living
Classrooms Foundation. We
stress quality instruction in
reading and math, coupled
with opportunities such as
field trips and gardening
projects to use the acquired
skills.
Look for our soccer team
this fall in Patterson Park,
in the second year of its Elementary Soccer League. We
will compete with students of
Patterson Park Charter School
and Hampstead Hill Academy - - connecting neighborhoods.
Please learn more at
www.wolfestreetacademy.
org or visit the school.

classrooms.” The
latter includes interchanges with
other like-minded
schools.
New Century
accepts applicat i o n s t h ro u g h out the year. For
i n fo r m at i o n o r
a tour, call Valerie Chng-Lim at
Photo by Lew Diuguid
410.537.0278 or
visit www.thenew- Instructor Liu Hanzi with cocenturyschool.com. founder Roberta Faux and
As for the rest daughter Christine.
of the plans to redevelop the former St. Stanislaus Kostka campus,
Silverstein has received broad civic backing to
build 12 townhouses on Aliceanna St. and later
eight on Regester. A community garden flourished
this summer. The church remains vacant.

Double-Parker to Take the Stand
From: Geoffrey M. Footner of Fell St.
To: Baltimore City Parking Fines Office
Greetings. I request to stand trial. The facts are
that I was unloading my car after my weekly trip to
the grocery. Since the weather was hot and I am
four score plus, and warned daily by the mayor to
be careful, I double-parked in front of my house to
unload my purchases, including perishables. I had
to double-park because all spaces were filled by cars
without two-hour parking permits. I brought this to
Officer Johnson’s attention and she said, “I had to
give you a ticket because somebody called in.” Hello?
I guess I have an enemy! Or is my enemy the city? Do
trucks that fill the streets daily receive summons for
obstructing traffic when making deliveries?
Us tax-paying residents are forced to doublepark on the 900 block of Fell St. since employees
of businesses park here all day. They seldom get a
summons. I must park my permit-bearing car blocks
away as owners of cars in front of my house are enjoying $100 meals while I sit here with my $77 ticket
for double-parking in front of my house.
See you in court.

Dartmoor

cont. from front

from “Baltimore” and 8 from “Maryland.” Although
most sailed from Fell’s Point, no marker here
honors them. Overall, 18,413 American mariners
were held in Dartmoor or other prisons, including
infamous hulk ships.
These facts are researched by the Fell’s Point
Maritime History Consortium--formed to help tell
the port’s 1812 story. It sent a delegation to Dartmoor this summer and received a special tour.

Promenade Again in the Dark
Mary Ellen Stepowany of the
Thames Street Apartments reported
in July that the lamps along the
harbor Promenade once again lit
the night. “It looks great,” she told
Larry Silverstein of Union Box Co.,
the responsible party as owner of
the land bordered by the lights. Alas,
the lights are off again, she reported
last week, and the street people
again are nesting on the benches.
Big Miniature Art Show
The Art Gallery cooperative at 1716
Thames St. will open its 27th North
American Miniature Art Exhibition
on Thursday, Sept. 30 through Oct.
30, with an upper size limit of 4”x6”.
The gallery is open noon-5 Tuesday
through Sunday. 410.327.1272 or
www.fellspointgallery.org.

Schedules
Trash and Recycling
Current days for trash pickup are Tuesdays and for recycling are Thursdays.
Residents are limited to setting out three
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday
of every other month at Bertha’s,
dlh411@gmail.com.
Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 410.675.4776.
Fell’s Point Community Organization: Second Tuesdays at 606
South Ann St., 443.791.1717.
Fell’s Point Main Street: office, 1730
Bank St. 410.675.8900.
Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.
Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian
Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St.

thanks!
The Fell’s Pointer thanks its
three sustaining contributors for
covering our nearly $150 monthly
printing bill: Henderson’s Wharf,
1000 Fell St., 410.522.7777; an
anonymous fellow sustainer; and
Duda’s Tavern, Thames and Bond
Sts. These make publication possible, as do volunteer distributors-recruits are most welcome via
e-mail below. 		
Design and layout are contributed by Tina Fleming of Warren
Communications, warrencommunications@comcast.net. We
welcome donations by readers
but more importantly submittals,
questions or complaints.
		
Editor Lew Diuguid

PRINTER AD
The Fell’s Pointer is published
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc.
Questions, input and participation
in patrols and this newsletter are
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com.
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O.
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

