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Regards to Broadway
When Hecht’s was ‘50 Feet From the Market’

As South Broadway, the commercial core of Fell’s
Point, awaits revival with the project known as
Marketplace, we recall a more buoyant time when
Hecht’s reigned--and also note a current upturn of
shops that peddle to pedalers.
By Michael J. Lisicky

Author of “Hutzler’s: Where Baltimore Shops,” Lisicky is a
member of the Baltimore Symphony, resident of Wolfe St.
and a Towne Crier.

For almost 150 years, the name Hecht was synonymous with Baltimore retailing, and eventually
with a chain that at its peak included more than 80
stores from Langhorne PA to Wilmington NC. But
Baltimore was the hometown of founder Samuel
Hecht Jr., and he started it all in Fell’s Point.
Like many immigrants who settled here in the
1840s, Hecht left Bremen, Germany, for the “land of
prosperity.” He arrived in 1844 and in 1857 opened
a small second-hand furniture store on Aliceanna
St. Business grew slowly but in 1870 Hecht moved
to larger quarters at 412 S. Broadway, and named
it Broadway Furniture Stores. In 1879, Hecht went
into the clothing business opening Hecht’s Reliable

Bikes Plug Into Sites
Up and Down Avenue
Two wheelers were coming and going this
spring, their romps often electrifying or at least
electrified. South Broadway suddenly has competing stores across from each other: Joe’s Bike
Shop at 723 offering sales and rentals, and Green
Rider at 714 selling and renting electric scooters
and pedal hybrids with auxiliary electric motors.
Their truly long-running competitor three blocks
to the north, Broadway Bicycles at 415, continues
to offer sales and, impressively, service and parts,
for 35 years now.
Leaving the immediate scene is Segways in the
City, which took up headquarters here four years
ago. They rode off to Little Italy on their plug-in
platforms. Gaggles of the somewhat goose-like
conveyors still turn up, though, as Fell’s Point
remains the major destination of the company’s
Web-fed tour business. “Fell’s Point was all right,”
said Australian owner Bill Main of the shop formerly at 2003 Fleet St. But he bought a property
more to his liking at 207 S. Albemarle St. The rentals
still cost about as in 2006, from $45 oer hour. Another destination is the Inner Harbor, (Continued)
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The store that dominated the street is now a grocery.
Stores at 519 S. Broadway--core of the building that
survives there, still beneath the Hecht name.
Son Moses was instrumental in the success of
Hecht’s Reliable. At 15, he served as manager, expanded offerings and created a “credit department
store” that charged the same price to everybody.
No more haggling. The store was an immediate
success and in 1883, Hecht’s Reliable acquired Desche’s Hotel at 521 S. Broadway. By 1890 a “deferred
payment plan” became a hallmark of all of Hecht’s
businesses.
Hecht’s Reliable was an important anchor for
Fell’s Point’s business center. The family opened
Hecht Brothers furniture store on Pine St. in west
Baltimore in 1885 and the Hub clothing store at
Baltimore and Charles Sts. in 1897. Hecht’s Reliable
continued under separate management and in
1914 acquired 517 S. Broadway, enlarging to the
surviving building’s current size. A unified brick
facade was built to cover the store’s four floors. The
motto was “50 feet from Broadway Market,” actually
half a block away from the main market building as
seen today. Hecht’s Reliable was an early version
of a “rent-to-own” store. Ads featured “per weekly”
prices. In 1920, a player piano was advertised at
$3.50 a week and Victrolas were up to $1 a week.
A Victor Record Club permitted customers to select
$10 worth of records for 50 cents a week.
The Hecht family opened other retail businesses throughout Baltimore, as well as Washington and the Eastern Shore, but continued to
view Hecht’s Reliable as a separate entity. By the
late 1940s, it offered “everything to wear for men,
women, boys and girls, also nationally known
radios, electric washing machines and tires.” The
store stayed open Mondays until 9PM.
In 1951, the company consolidated all of its
store names in Baltimore as “the Hecht Co.” but
the Fell’s Point stores still were separate. To avoid
confusion, Hecht’s Reliable was renamed Broadway
Reliable Stores. The original furniture store at 412
S. Broadway closed in 1956. Two years later the
Hecht Co. announced that it was being purchased
by Baltimore’s downtown May Co., but Broadway
Reliable was not part of the deal. Fell’s Point was
no longer the strong shopping area it had been.
By the time the store closed in 1958, Broadway
Reliable was contributing less than 3 percent the
total sales for all Hecht Co. stores.
In the early 1960s, the 39,000- (Continued)
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Happenings
Keith Memorial Glasses
For Foot of Broadway?
Lois Perschetz of Lancaster St.
proposed that the Residents’ Association install a coin-operated
binocular stand, with plaque, at the
end of Broadway Pier as a memorial
to the late captain of the Half-Shell
Buy Boat and chronicler of the harbor, Robert C. Keith. Members at
the June 2 meeting quickly agreed
to pursue the project. Lois said initial
research indicates that a couple of
companies install and maintain the
stands on collection-sharing bases
and President Arthur Perschetz
indicated any earnings from tourists
could be donated to Keith’s causes,
such as those reflected in the Preservation Society. Keith, 78, died
Feb. 23 at his Bond St. home.
Transit in the Long View
The Baltimore Metropolitan Council will hold an Open House Community Meeting to discuss the region’s
transportation future at the Southeast Anchor Library in Highlandtown
on June 16 at 4-7PM.
For Comment: Zoning Rewrite
The city Planning Dept. is seeking
public comment on its draft zoning code, a years-long makeover,
on Tuesday, June 15, at 6PM in
Cristo Rey High School, 420 S.
Chester St. Carolyn Boitnott of the
Waterfront Alliance has alerted her
committee of the Promenade Partnership that the draft code falls short
of expectations for properties on the
harbor. The draft and opportunity
to comment are available at www.
rewritebaltimore.org. Deadline for
comments is Sept. 10.
Park Ranger ‘Point Tours
National Park Service rangers
from Fort McHenry will be conducting free afternoon tours of Fell’s
Point Monday through Friday, beginning June 14, in partnership with
The Preservation Society. Tours
will depart from Broadway Square.
Fell’s Point is part of the newly designated Baltimore National Heritage
Area and is one of many sites on
the Star Spangled Banner National
Historic Trail. Mariners and artisans
here played a major role in defense
of Baltimore and on the high seas
during the War of 1812. For information, call 410.675.6750 ext 16.
Corner Plays Up Business
“In the Shadow of Lushan” by
local playwright Kathleen Barber opens June 25 at the Corner
Theater, 251 S. Ann St. --only 45
seconds from Broadway. The play
deals with challenges facing American manufacturers and employees,
especially those in manufacturing,
and takes up the very nature of
the country, according to a press
release. Performances are Fridays
and Saturdays at 8PM ($17) and
Sundays at 7 ($15) until July 18, with
$10 seats for Thursdays July 1 and
15. For tickets, visit www.fpct.org.

Bikes Cont. from front
with a substation at the Science Center. Phone
410.276.7347 or see www.segwaysinthecity.com.
The owner of Joe’s, Joe Traill of Loch Raven,
said that with the opening here six months ago
he became a chain, well-oiled of course. His initial
shop remains at 5813 Falls Rd. in Mt. Washington.
He sells all variations of Trek and Fisher bikes, and
the rentals are just getting started. It is open daily,
443.869,3435 or www.joesvbikeshop.com
Electric bikes at Green Rider mostly are small,
including the “umbrella” bike by Pedego. The parts
come from Taiwan and are assembled in California.
President Ray Carruer said, “Electric bikes are very
easy and comfortable to ride, and give riders the
option of riding them with gears like they would on
ordinary bikes to get more exercise, or to instead
use the electric motor to bike to work without
breaking in a sweat.” He is a French Canadian once
active in human rights diplomacy who now lives
in Charles Village. The shop is closed MondayTuesday, 410.522.5857, www.greenriderusa.com
Writ larger across the city, bike options are
getting air, not flats. Recent legislation mandates
a three-foot safety zone around bikers which auto
drivers are bound to respect. More are biking to
work and rallies for the fun of it turn up weekends
at the Square or in Patterson Park.
A visit to Broadway Bicycles on the morning
after Memorial Day found a dozen bikers awaiting
service, and they soon found it. The double-width
building smells of inner tubes and the walls are
lined with parts. When owner Stuart Gorman asked
a random waiting customer what he thought of the
shop, the peddler replied, “You’re good company.”
Hours are 10AM-6PM, 11-5 Sundays, 410.276.0266,
broadwaybike.com.
The shop is next to the vacant lot where a drug
store burned down about 10 years ago, Gorman
said five parties own the property and want $5
million for it.

Goodwill Opens on Broadway
The Goodwill had a splashy opening on Broadway April 22 and the customers were buying in.
The new venue at 715 South has a sales floor of
rainbow squares, racks of mostly used but also
some new clothing, and an enthusiastic sales staff.
Goodwill’s status as vendor of goods donated to
charity churned a wave of initial concern among
community groups that have been waiting years
now for the Marketplace project to upgrade shopping in the two blocks immediately north. There
was talk of challenging the lease but no basis for
that was forthcoming.
Rick Smith, a sales
manager, said surveys
find the median income
of Goodwill customers
is $75,000, and demographic research indicated Fell’s Point as a
likely site for its efforts.
Goodwill Industries
started 90 years ago, he
pointed out, with the
purpose it pursues today, “to train and place
people with barriers to
employment.” It started Rick Smith at opening.
out Methodist but is no
longer denominational and it has added a focus on
jobs for ex-offenders. Now international, Goodwill’s
regional headquarters in Rockville operates stores
in Washington, near Frederick, and a boutique at 1
N. Popleton St. in West Baltimore.
The store here is open 11AM-7PM daily and
until 8:30PM on weekends. Donations are accepted
through the front door only, in deference to residents of narrow Regester St. in the rear.
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Sidewalk astronomer Heyn back on bricks.

Beans & Bread Hashed
By Circuit Judge Ruling
Circuit Court Judge John Howard found for
litigants led by Douglass Place Neighborhood
Assoc. on a key aspect of its appeal against expansion of Beans & Bread’s homeless feeding station
next door. The judge demanded that the Zoning
Board produce transcripts of the hearing on the
long-running case, which the neighbors contend
was a travesty. The Board has failed to do so.
Deirdre Hammer, president of the Association,
said in a letter to all parties that the case goes back
to then-mayor Sheila Dixon’s steamrolling a plan to
enlist the St. Vincent de Paul Society. parent of Bean
& Bread, in a widened program for the homeless
without consulting the neighborhood. This has
cost “St. Vincent de Paul itself, the residents of Fell’s
Point and Baltimore City an inordinate amount of
money because of their unwillingness to work with
the community, forcing us to battle this expansion
for 1 1/2 years,” she said. “Slowly, through much
time and effort, St. Vincent de Paul is being made to
make the changes the community requested from
the very beginning, but at what cost? Baltimore
City is facing its worst budget crisis in decades. Is
this the proper way to be using taxpayer money?”
Her position has received widespread support from
‘Point groups.
One of those testifying for Beans & Bread
before the Zoning Board was Del. Carolyn Krysiak,
who did not identify herself as a member of the
board of St. Vincent’s. She announced last month
that she will not run for reelection.

Hechts Cont. from front
square-foot building began operating as part of
the John’s Bargain Stores chain. In 1976, Leo Shapiro purchased it for a Food Town outlet. He had
opened his first Food Town on Park Heights Ave.
in 1966. His son Melvin remembers the Fell’s Point
Food Town as “the melting pot of East Baltimore.”
In 1996, Shapiro sold the store to Save-A-Lot food
stores and it continued to operate until 2006. The
chain followed a strict merchandise offering and
found it unable to carry the proper merchandise for
the area’s burgeoning Hispanic community. Family
Food Mart currently operates in the building.
Remnants of Hecht’s Reliable survive. Scratch
and Dent resides in the original furniture store.
While the Reliable’s first floor is completely altered,
the second floor’s original tin ceiling is intact. Ornate lamps still light the third floor and the original
safe remains in place. The fourth floor contains fur
salon cabinets and the original employee break
rooms. On the south side of the building, a fading painted Hecht’s sign lingers from the 1920s.
And “Hecht’s Reliable Stores” is still etched in the
building’s cornice work--a reminder of Fell’s Point’s
past as a leading business center and a monument
to one of the more powerful names in American
department stores.
Special thanks to the Jewish Museum of Maryland for invaluable assistance. Lisicky’s Hutzler book
is on sale at the Visitor Center, 1724 Thames St.

Night Sky Reopens Above Square
Herman Heyn, the Sidewalk Astronomer, is back on the bricks of
the Square after a fling in the Inner
Harbor. Most weekends find him
offering Saturn on a shoestring with
his portable telescope. When his
friend Mark Walker asked if a comet
was imminent, the amiable Heyn
replied, “The only comet we know
of right now that will be visible to
the naked eye is Halley, due back in
2061. Any bright comet which shows
up between now and then is as yet
undiscovered. However, a good one
is bound to show up in the next few
years . . . if not tomorrow!”
On getting back to the ‘Point after
a couple of errant seasons, Heyn
said he was “happy because--despite the parking hassle--the people,
sights, and sounds are much more
fun than in Harborplace.”

Schedules

Trash and Recycling
Current days for trash pickup
are Tuesdays and for recycling are
Thursdays. Residents are limited to
setting out three 32-gallon cans of
waste between 6PM on Mondays
and 6AM on Tuesdays.
Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday
of every other month at Bertha’s,
dlh411@gmail.com.
Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 410.675.4776.
Fell’s Point Community Organization: Second Tuesdays at 606
South Ann St., 443.791.1717.
Fell’s Point Main Street: office, 1730
Bank St. 410.675.8900.
Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.
Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian
Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St.

thanks!

The Fell’s Pointer welcomes a third
regular contributor to the monthly
printing bill, Duda’s Tavern, in its 61st
year at Thames and Bond Sts. Also
sharing the nearly $150 expense are
Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell St.,
410.522.7777, and another major
contributor who prefers to remain
anonymous. These make publication
possible, as do volunteer distributors-recruits most welcome via e-mail below. Design and layout are contributed
by Tina Fleming of Warren Communications, warrencommunications@
comcast.net. We welcome donations
by readers but more importantly
submittals, questions or complaints.
Editor Lew Diuguid

PRINTER AD
The Fell’s Pointer is published
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc.
Questions, input and participation
in patrols and this newsletter are
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com.
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O.
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

