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City Abets Moran Tugs’
Departure From ‘Point

Mike Maraziti with poster of bestseller.

Cookbook Is Splash at Festival
The 43rd Preservation Society Fun Festival offered a new item on Oct. 3-4 and it stole the show-”A Taste of Fell’s Point Cookbook, which rang up
about 100 sales at $20 a copy at the information
booth on the Square. Board member Mike Marziti
of One-Eyed Mike’s on Bond St. headed a committee including Claudia Etheridge and her daughter
Jennifer that collected 296 recipes of residents and
restaurants in 250 pages. More copies are available
at the Visitor Center.
Thames St. artist Robert McClintock’s cover
for the book proved poignant, as it captures the
tugs at Rec Pier--City Pier--that soon are to depart.
Another notable aspect of the crowded Festival
was its attraction of unusual numbers of pleasure
boats, as well as the Saturday presence of Pride of
Baltimore II. A weekend harbor master collected
dockage fees from the visitors, all the while eyeing
the Broadway Pier berth occupied by the BlackEyed Susan. He was aware that its lease calls for
the dinner boat to move off for festivals but was
unable to reach the owner.
Fair weather brightened prospects for a boost
in income from the Festival, the Preservation Society’s prime source of income.

Only in Fell’s Point-XXIV:
Duda’s Tavern Couched Bleary
By Mark Walker
In 1982, the year I discovered Duda’s, Antoinette and John Flury were renovating. The bar even
lost its Formica. Among the few hangovers were
Allied Signal’s liquid-lunch gang and an antique
coin-operated player piano that had migrated from
the old Wharf Rat.
A sign outside said, “Duda’s Longshot Bar &
Packaged Goods” and a jockey was atop a racehorse. At least one habitue contends the horse
was the Bobtail Nag of Camptown Races and the
allusion was to “Doo-da, Doo-da,” but the family
will have none of that. Back to the sign. The corner
of Thames and Bond is windy as well as wet, and
one day a chain broke and the sign was dangling.
A crew from Allied at the bar included a goodnatured employee named George, who called his
office for a company utility truck.
George’s boss passed by as the repair job was
underway. He was livid over this and went directly
to the top at Allied. The next day George was called
before six men in suits around a large table. Asked
why he used a company vehicle to do this, he told
them he’d stopped for lunch and was worried that
the sign could fall and hit someone. (Continued)

The City’s Board of Estimates resolved a 5-year
impasse over restoration of Rec Pier on Oct. 1
by arranging the permanent removal from Fell’s
Point of the Moran tugs that have docked here for
decades, constituting the community’s last link to
the maritime industry of its storied history. Thus
the City failed to honor a prime request from community groups when it put the troubled pier up for
sale: that the tugs would return from temporary
dockage elsewhere after restoration of the pier’s
underpinnings.
That understanding was reached just after the
City rejected the community’s choice, selected by
ballot, of a developer on the basis that the time was
of the essence and a team led by J.J. Clarke could
start most promptly on the underwater structural
repairs and conversion of the pier into a hotel. That
was in 2004. In the interim, the Board of Estimates
also overrode the community’s stance against lease
of permanent dockage on the adjacent Broadway
Pier to the Black-Eyed Susan sternwheeler.
It now is apparent that the main impediment
to starting the pier project was Moran Tugs, which
has achieved what must have been its initial aim
of moving down the Patapsco and closer to deepwater shipping. Clarke said the Loft hotel chain
with which he is working also preferred that the
tugs stay. The City and Clarke’s group each are to
contribute $300,000 to move Moran to new dockage and soon a building on Clinton St. in Canton.
At a critical juncture in the negotiations the City
already had renewed Moran’s lease.
On a lesser nautical note, another (Continued)
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Happenings
50 Schooners Expected
For Race, Carryings-On
The schooners are coming for
the 20th Chesapeake Bay Race,
perhaps 50 of them and all docking
in Fell’s Point, Oct. 11-15. Festivities
start with a highly Pointian Blindfolded Dinghy Race on Sunday at
1PM off the Maritime Park, where
Thames St. reaches the water on
the west side. Sponsored by OneEyed Mike’s Tavern on S. Bond
St., the fund-raiser benefits the
Bay--venue of the Great Schooner
Race that runs from the Bay Bridge
to Portsmouth on Thursday. The
two-person dinghy crews pay $25
to run a marked course, with the
rower blindfolded. A cookout follows
the frolic. For more information,
443.631.1027.
As early schooners arrive on
Tuesday, the crews and fans will
gather in the Square at 6:30PM
for Schooners and Crooners, to
hear bands including crew from the
Martha White out of Chestertown
as well as Them Eastport Oyster
Boys from the Maritime Republic of
Eastport. On Wednesday at 5PM is
the Parade of Sail around the harbor. Some carry contributors. The
Pride of Baltimore II and Virginia are
among the contestants in the race
initiating here, allegedly at 9AM on
Thursday. The race, with leaders
here and in Portsmouth, has contributed $114,600 to children education programs of the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation, according to the
website: www.schoonerrace.org.
Car Wash, Weeds and Trash
When you wash your car on the
street, the dirty water, with traces
of antifreeze, gas and oil, ends up
in waterways as a lethal coating for
bird feathers and fish gills. By law,
automatic car washes trap their runoff, treating is as sewage or recycled
on site so the toxic stuff goes to a
landfill. Also, while a garden hose
uses about 30 gallons of water in
5 minutes, the car wash uses that
amount to wash an entire car.
Due to all the rain, weeds are
growing like little forests in sidewalks
and gutters. Don’t use pesticides as
these wash down storm drains and
into waterways causing mutations
and death to aquatic life. Solution:
table salt dissolved in water or white
vinegar can be sprayed to check
the weeds without serious environmental damage. Just be sure not to
spray close to plants or trees.
Now that the city is down to one
garbage collection day per week
it makes sense to compost your
garbage in a closed container; or,
you can freeze scraps of food waste
until just before you put out your garbage. Since the garbage now waits
for days you need to use a lidded
can. Even if you don’t care about
getting a citation, you’re setting
the stage for rat infestation and the
spread of disease. -- Anonymous

Duda’s

The boss said, “That’s the kind of employees we
need, who take the community to heart.” At least
that’s what George recounted as he drank his next
lunch.
Years ago it was common for taverns to rent
upstairs rooms to weary travelers. The tradition still
exists in England. Duda’s was a rooming house for
many years. Back in 1976 a boarder started a fire
that destroyed most of its third floor. Neighbors ran
electric cords out their Bond St. windows so Duda’s
could remain in business during the restoration.
Renter Doc Carroll Pate, a merchant seaman
named after the doctor who delivered him, once
offered Antoinette some of his homemade peach
brandy. When he went up to his room and returned
with a jar, she noticed a few floating roaches. She
said she’d pass on the drink because of the roaches
and Doc replied, “Well, they’re dead, ain’t they?”
Doc was the first seamen to rent a room from
Walter and the last renter there.
John remembers a living room, complete with
a couch, on the second floor. If someone got drunk,
he would let the customer sleep it off on the couch.
Eventually it became known as the “drunk couch.”
John, 58, said he had to put an end to it, though,
when folks were calling for reservations.
Not least of the characters paying their bills is
Bob Keith, captain emeritus of the Bond St. Navy,
with this view from the bridge: “Duda’s has been
my home a half-block away from home for over
20 years. John’s soups are legendary. He has been
cooking them at home while recovering from recent heart surgery, but is encouraging innovation
from his kitchen staff. Duncan Cameron introduced
a “fresh mozzarella salad” in mid-August, featuring
four warm crisp wafers drenched in cheese and
tomato bruschetta and riding on a bed of field
greens. It has the promise of becoming another
Duda’s classic, along with Thursday night N.Y. strip
and fresh shellfish at half-price on Saturdays.”

Historic tavern rounded the corner 60 years ago.

Tugs

Park Lantern Parade Oct. 24

Continued from front

Continued from front

fleet has quit the harbor--the amphibious Ducks
full of tourists with quaking horns who passed
regularly through ‘Point streets in recent years.
The drivers’ sometimes whimsical recounting of
history irritated many residents, particularly those
on the route up Ann St. across from St. Stan’s. They
petitioned the City and turned up a rare win for
residents a year ago, when the Ducks agreed to divert to the more commercial Wolfe St. Last month,
though, the syndicated Ducks said Baltimore Harbor was not sufficiently lucrative and pulled out.
The Sun indicated another factor could be that the
drivers were forming a union.
The one business still afloat at the foot of
Broadway, of course, is the Water Taxi, with new
piers. Even so, it no longer offers non-stop service
to--or from--the Inner Harbor.

Friends of Patterson Park will
lead the 10th Halloween Lantern
Parade on Saturday, Oct. 24, at
dusk, with a new route, 1.200 paper
lanterns, stilt-walkers, constellation
stars and floats, plus the Bone
Band. Come early for a festival.
www.lanternparade.org. If you
would like to be a parade marshal,
email lesley@pattersonpark.com.

Schedules

Ellie Kaszak and son Ryan uphold family tradition.

It’s All in the Family,
Once a ‘Pointer, Always . . .
In 1907, Polish immigrant George Zaworski
paid $600 cash for a trim brick 2-1/2 story row
house at 220 S. Ann St., and his offspring have
lived there ever since. The family held onto receipts, which document scrapbook histories that
the current matriarch, Ellie Kaszak, is compiling
on the coffee table. For instance, there is a 1949
certificate guaranteeing that the Formstone put
on that summer would last 20 years.
“I guess we got our money’s worth,” said Ms.
Kaszak, but it’s developing cracks “and I can’t afford
to remove it.” She was born here, and her younger
son, Ryan, 27, also lives in the house, but otherwise
the Zaworski descendents have departed the city.
The last to leave, an aunt who is 92 and also born
here, is in a nursing home in Dundalk after medical
troubles. “She wants to come home when she gets
better,” said Kaszak, who has worked for 10 years at
the University of Maryland’s Shock-Trauma Center.
The family’s longevity in Fell’s Point came to
attention through a Baltimore Heritage Centennial
Homes program. Its executive director, Johns Hopkins, attributes inspiration to Councilman Jim Kraft,
who in campaigning through the city’s southeast
sought a means of recognizing long-term residents
who have lent their neighborhoods stability. On
July 31, The Sun featured the first honoree, John
Pente, 99, whose grandparents bought his house
on High St. in Little Italy in 1904.
The immigrant Zowarski had lived on Wolfe St.
before the 1907 purchase on Ann, where records
indicate the house dates at least to 1878, said
Kaszak, although she thinks it is older still. Her sally
port accesses a garden with a pool where she once
kept turtles. The long block includes the Corner
Theater, almost across from her in its middle. She
has fond childhood memories of the firemen helping neighbors when that building was a fire station.
Built in 1959, it became a rec center in 1972 and
theater in ‘86.
“Our block never had a fire until the year after
they left, and then there were two,” she recalled.
The big differences are reduced numbers of
children--and parking spaces. “I cannot handle the
parking,” said, citing as an example a house rented
to three young women, all with cars, who soon
were joined by three young car-owning young
men. Her great-grandfather had to put up with
passing carriages.
Baltimore Heritage continues to accept nominees for centennial recognition, at 410.332.9992.
Also see www.baltimoreheritage.org.

Grant for Thames St. Park
The Main Street business association has applied
for a $50,000 Community Legacy Grant to underwrite Greenspace Action Group’s completion of the
Thames St. Park. It would buy play equipment for
the newly fenced-in children’s play area.

Trash and Recycling
Current days for trash pickup
are Tuesdays and for recycling are
Thursdays. Residents are limited to
setting out three 32-gallon cans of
waste between 6PM on Mondays
and 6AM on Tuesdays. The cans
must have tight-fitting lids; those
who don’t comply will be subject to
a $50 fine.
An unlimited amount can be recycled on Thursdays in any sturdy,
clearly marked containers but not
plastic bags. Residents should set
out their recycling where they now
set out their trash. If a holiday occurs
on Tuesday or Thursday, Saturday
will be the automatic make-up day.
Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday
of every other month at Bertha’s,
dlh411@gmail.com.
Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 410.675.4776.
Fell’s Point Community Organization: Second Tuesdays at 606
South Ann St., 443.791.1717.
Fell’s Point Main Street: office,
1730 Bank St. 410.675.8900.
Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s
2nd Floor.
Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St.
410.732.8232.
Society for the Preservation of
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: Call
410.675.6750.

thanks!

Printing expenses for this
month’s newsletter were shared
by Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell
Street, 410.522.7777, and a major
contributor who prefers to remain
anonymous. We welcome donations from readers to augment our
tightened operating margin. Questions, complaints and submittals
are also welcome.
Design and layout contributed
by Tina Fleming of Warren Communications, warrencommunications@comcast.net.

PRINTER AD
The Fell’s Pointer is published
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. Questions, input and participation in
patrols and this newsletter are welcome. E-mail fpcop@verizon.net.
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O.
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

