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Lithuanians’ Gift to Honor
Guitarist Zappa in ‘Point
One of the most prominent tourist attractions in Vilnius, Lithuania, is the Frank Zappa
Monument and the Baltimore-born guitarist’s
fans in that Baltic nation are about to deliver
a gift copy of his bust to Fell’s Point. At a Main
Street meeting Feb. 4, Lithuanian Roma
Matiukiene-Kursviette explained her
country’s affinity for Zappa, whose parents
were Italian-born. He died at 53 in 1993 of cancer after making 60 albums, mostly his own
rock but a bit of jazz and classical.
Roma, now married to a third-generation
Lithuanian in Baltimore, said Zappa was a
symbol of freedom for Lithuanians as they
were seeking to end Soviet domination. Fan
clubs had formed. Sculptor Constantas
Bogdanas designed the memorial, erected in
1995. The 14-ft. stainless steel shaft and bronze
bust were renovated in 2006 and the fans had
it replicated for the gift to Baltimore.
In 2007, Mayor
Sheila Dixon proclaimed Aug. 9
Frank Zappa Day,
citing his musical
accomplishments
and defense of the
First Amendment.
Wikipedia says he
was “a strident
critic of mainstream education
and organized religion” and “passionate advocate
for freedom of
Zappa in Vilnius
speech.”
Kim
Domanski of the city’s Office of Promotion &
the Arts said he was born in the Liberty
Heights areabut the Public Arts Commission
chose Fell’s Point as a more “conducive” site,
with its “free-spirited artists.” The gift includes mounting on public land, with an eye
on Broadway Square.
Co-developer Dave Winner of the Market
Square project who attended the meeting,
noted that community efforts at refurbishing
the square are underway. He said (Continued)
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Happenings
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Chilean artist made a scene north of the market.

Mural, Mural, on the Wall
The mural on the bank at Broadway and
Fleet St. is colorful, commentators agree. Some
are enthusiastic. But as with most public art—
for example, the ambi-sexual sculpture at Penn
Station—not much about the recently completed $20,000 project of the city’s Office of
Promotion & the Arts has found consensus.
The main criticism is that the selection process allowed little community input. “The artist should have been local,” said Floyd Sowell,
an illustrator and artist on Aliceanna St.
Artist Maria Cavacos, a member of the Art
Gallery collective on Thames St, and ‘Pointer
cartoonist, joined a small panel assembled by
what was then the Development Corp., now
Main Street, in collaboration with the city office. “The selection process was announced by
e-mail to some people but the response was
terribly small,” she recalled: three “locals” and
three from the city-Main Street team made the
selection. “We sat around a table and were
shown possibly 10 or 12 entries, pre-selected
by the Promotion and Arts person,” community arts coordinator Shawn James. Cavacos
suggested engaging local artists in dialogue
with the finalists but was told time was at a
premium.
The list was winnowed to three and the
winner was Nelson Rivas, a Chilean who lives
in Brooklyn, N.Y., and has painted in various
cities of the world. The artists’ names were not
revealed during the selection process. Neither
Director Jason Sullivan of Main Street nor its
president, Claudia Towel, re- (Continued)

Harbor Ball Swings March 21
The second coming of the revived Great
Harbor Ball is Saturday, March 21, 7PM to 12,
at the Douglass-Meyers Maritime Park, 1417
Thames St. With the Residents’ Association
again sponsoring the dress-up affair, profits
will benefit the Preservation Society. Living
Classrooms’ restored warehouse becomes a
ballroom, enveloped by harbor lights. The $75
advance tickets include music by the
Crawdaddies (see related Happening) and
Kathy Watson’s Jazz Band, Kali’s horsd’ourves, beer, wine, and silent auction. At the
door: $80.
In the ’60s battle to stave off the Interstate,
a Harbor Ball at Rec Pier became a staple fundraiser for Preservation but was done in by the
city closing the pier. In the October 2007 revival, the Residents turned out a big crowd
and collected about $15,000 to help revive the

Monthly Publication
of the Fell’s Point
Citizens on Patrol

historic house at 1732 Thames St. The chairs
again are Danielle Dutreix and David Martz.
For tickets, seek out Residents or see
www.harborball.com.

The Phelps Phenomenon
As swimming megastar and recent ‘Point resident Michael Phelps
reportedly exits the Crescent
townhouses off Fell St. in favor of
The Silos in Locust Point, news
accounts of his travails have
quoted him as saying he was harassed by gawkers and bell ringers at his townhouse on the Promenade. So far, The ‘Pointer has
found no witness to corroborate
this. If anyone has seen such a
scene, please let us know at one
of the addresses herein.
Kraft Addresses Residents
Councilman Jim Kraft told the
Feb. 5 Residents’ Association
meeting that 40% of the city’s entertainment licenses are in his district and he will chair six hearings
on a bill proposing changes in
administration of those licenses.
The nearest session will be March
18 at 6:30PM in Christo Rey Hall,
Eastern Ave. and Chester St. After a shuffle at City Hall, a new liaison with the mayor was introduced: Ian Hines, His purview
embraces the 21231 zip. Contacts,
410.926.2367 or ian.hines@
baltimorecity.gov. Also at the
meeting, Neil Tabor announced
that residential parking permits
can be picked up at Max’s, 737
S.Broadway, 6-8PM. Bring completed receipt. www. baltimoreprefparking.com.
Tonal Vision Hammond’ Eggs
Lancaster
St. musician
Kraig Greff
came
out
swinging in
January with
“Hammond’
Eggs,” jazz on a B-3 organ with
bass, drums, percussion and guitar. Wife Jacquie Greff designed
the cover. Kraig also wrote two
songs, including “Bytely & Ginger,”
the two major dogs that, along with
a Steinway and audio-video studio, envelop their well-tempered
historic house.
Usually Kraig, in tune with the
times, plays keyboards with the
more eclectic Crawdaddies—as at
the coming Harbor Ball. But
Jacquie said the new CD results
from his deciding that the Count
Basie-like jazz on a Hammond
was his favorite medium, and a
friend came along to pay for the
recording time. The Tonal couple
provide audio engineering, mastering and design services.
Jacquie’s volunteer work includes
creating and maintaining an allembracing website for Fell’s Point
and assuring survival and circulation of The ‘Pointer, with the aid of
Kraig and the dogs. Order the album
through
www.TonalVision.com, which won two D.C.
Peer Awards and three Emmys
last year. $15.

Only in Fell’s Point-XVII:
When Broadway Had
Belly Dancers, Gyros
By Mark Walker
When I started coming to Fell’s Point 35
years ago it was more ethnic, a veritable disunited nations, Poles predominating but a fine
Spanish restaurant, and lots more Greeks than
now, particularly along Broadway’s 700
block—anchored by the Acropolis where
Max’s is now. What the Acropolis had was good
Greek food - and a belly dancer who served up
sexuality as if it was a spiced entree.
Tony Norris, the proprietor of Bertha’s, recalls that when he moved here in the early ’70s
the east side of that Broadway block definitely
had a Greek accent. He rented an apartment
above Bertha’s to a young woman who bellydanced at the Acropolis. According to Tony,
that restaurant had a unique pay system. She
was on salary and all tips were secretly handed
over to the band, its sole income. He recalls
the redoubtable Spiro Agnew hosting a
fundraiser there.
The Greek presence persists, of course,
with John Paterakis’ H&S Bakery and development ventures. Nick Filipidis, son of the
Acropolis owner, hosts Jimmy’s on the square,
and Stelios Spiliadis is proprietor of the Black
Olive on Bond St. But such influences are dispersed and mostly upscale, while the 700 block
was concentrated, and pungent. Men took the
sun on the stoops, as if on out islands of the
Greek archipelago—a smaller version of what
now can be found along Eastern Ave. and
Oldham St. in Greektown. Crews washed
ashore from freighters in the harbor.
According to Nick, “After the 1973 oil embargo, fewer and fewer merchant seamen
came to Fell’s Point. The place quieted down
and some of the older establishments, like
Uncle Pete’s and Chios, changed hands. Fell’s
Point started to attract a different type of clientele: college students. Taverns like
Leadbetters, The Horse You Came In On,
Bertha’s and Turkey Joe’s opened.”
Although there might have been some rivalry between the Greeks and the Polish, for
the most part everyone seemed to get along.
At least no rifts were evident to customers like
me who came for a good time. There was a
store that sold Greek foods, and not just grape
leaves. The front window featured a lamb culinary item called gyros. That was 36 years ago
and the saucy gyros were about as foreign to
us city slickers as Mexican tacos.

Mural on the Wall

Randy Brown Dies
Philip Rand Brown,
58, resident of
Henderson’s Wharf
and passionate sailor
in the harbor, died
Jan. 25 of cancer.
“Randy” guided the
R e s i d e n t s ’
on
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zoning matters. Although he retired from
Hopkins’ School of Medicine last year as an
associate professor of surgery, his early
training was veterinary. He also earned a BA
in business at Hopkins and was active in the
Air National Guard.

Hopkins in the ‘Point - V:
Waterfront Epidemiology
By Aynur Unalp-Arida
For six years an extension of the Johns
Hopkins School of Public Health has nestled
at the end of Ann Street Wharf, where it survived inundation during the 2003 Tropical
Storm Isabel, soon after moving in. The office
is a branch of the Epidemiology Department
and the Center for Clinical Trials.
Study teams at the office coordinate sophisticated research networks worldwide to
compare how new drugs or treatments compare with the performance of existing ones.
Typically, about two dozen staffers are in the
office, working with several hundred staff
members in the field.

Zappa Valentine

Cont. from front
he could provide sketches in possible locations, including public spaces between market buildings that are to be restored or added.
Main Street’s promotion committee is to coordinate the search. Winner said the square
renovation is the city’s purview in what he sees
as a $6 million effort. while the city is saying
$3.5 million. There is talk of a fountain near
the harbor.
Musician Kraig Greff particularly welcomes the statue: ‘My mom was from
Lithuania.” He speaks some Lithuanian. As for
Zappa, “He is one of my favorite composers.
Some find it strange that it was the Lithuanians
who commissioned the bust. I totally understand. I had the opportunity to spend a few
hours with him when I lived in Cincinnati. I
had listened, played, memorized and analyzed
his tunes.”

Cont. from front

sponded to efforts of The Fell’s Pointer to discuss the selection process. James, however, defended the city’s role. Funding came from the
national Main Street program for 20 murals
citywide. “I got the Development Corp. to find
a Fell’s Point site. I was assured all community groups were informed.”
While acknowledging more input could
have helped, he pointed out the logistical maze
he had to run dealing with so many sites. His
Request for Proposals went to publications and
to artists on a city list of 200 who had shown
prior interest, and 12 of the ‘Point entries came
that way, he said. “We had some hiccups—
CHAP was not notified. We are reassessing
and changing procedures,” said James. As the
site is in the ‘Point historic district, the Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation has jurisdiction but waived it.
One of the most satisfied parties is the
Bank of America branch, whose assistant vice

president, Karen Sadler, said her husband is
using a photo of the mural as his screen saver.
A few advocates and critics of the painting
have noted its Latin flavor, and indeed the
bank can be seen as at the portal to blocks of
Broadway that are predominantly Latin. Five
of the bank’s 13 staffers speak Spanish. Sadler
said the most notable effect of the project was
an up tick in complaints of lost parking spaces
on its lot in the months while the scaffolding
was in place. Bank participation, if any, was
handled in New York, she said.
Artist Robert McClintock, whose gallery
is in the flat-iron building at Thames and Fell
Sts., said, “I definitely like it—the color is right
on. I like his perspective—and the lamp.” Rivas
incorporated into the scene a lamp mounted
on the main wall, painting in a bearer. Sam
Scheulen, who works with McClintock, said
he watched the progress commuting from
Hamilton and found it “amazing.”

Zoning Code Rewrite
Laurie Feinberg of the Planning
Department urges residents to attend a meeting to provide input on
the “initial recommendations for
the Zoning Code rewrite,” The
document is available at
www.baltimorecity.gov/government/planning/ Look for TransForm Baltimore. The nearest
meeting is at Hampstead Hill
School, 500 S, Linwood Ave.,
Feb.18, at 6:30PM.

Schedules

Trash
Place trash, in cans only, for pickup
after 6AM on Mondays and Thursdays.
Recycling
All recycling material should be
placed in a recycling bin, cardboard
box, paper bag or any container of
choice, as long as it is clearly
marked “recycle”. Do not use plastic bags. Place outside by 7AM on
2nd and 4th FRIDAYS of month.
Acceptable: aluminum, tin and steel
containers, cans; plastic narrowneck and screw-top bottles and jars
with recycling symbols 1-7; glass:
bottles and jars; paper and cardboard, including magazines, mail,
shredded paper, books, newsprint.
Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Wednesday
of every other month at the Polish
National Alliance, 1637 Eastern
Avenue, 410.563.1297.
Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 410.675.4776.
Fell’s Point Community Organization: 443.791.1717.
The Fell’s Point Development
Corp: Board meets first Tuesday
of month at 8AM, FPDC office,
1730 Bank St. 410.675.8900.
Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s
2nd Floor.
Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian
Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St.
410.732.8232.
Society for the Preservation of
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: Call
410.675.6750.

thanks!
Printing expenses for this
month’s newsletter were shared by
Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell
Street, 410.522.7777, and several
contributing readers. Design and
layout contributed by Tina Fleming
of Warren Communications,
warrencommunications@comcast.net.
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