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Schooners Evade ‘Susan

‘Point Heavyweights
Facing Off in a Feud

Two major non-profits, the Preservation
Society and the Development Corp., are squar-
ing off in the Square over issues clustered
around the Society’s annual Fun Festival but
also fanned by conflicting personalities. Both
groups have acute internal problems that are
chronic among Fell’s Point organizations:
trouble recruiting active board members and
hence funds they could attract for programs.

One despairing long-timer who has served
on both boards indeed puts the conflict in
terms of two leaders, President Claudia
Towles of the “upstart” Corp. and Fun Festi-
val Director Denise Whitman of the “en-
trenched” Society. Towles owns Amuse toy
store on Thames St. (and another in the county)
and brings a business perspective to the five-
year-old, business-oriented Corp. It replaced
often fractious business associations with a
federally funded Main Streets approach.

Whitman has guided the logistical night-
mare that is the two-day Festival for most of
its 42 years as the prime source of operating
funds for preserving historic structures. As she
brings vendors onto spaces constricting local
shops, conflicts arise and even her many ad-
mirers acknowledge that she can be curt.

Towles, asked to comment, said: “There
are many instances in which our perspective
as the Main Street organization is ignored or
deemed irrelevant by the Preservation
Society’s actions . . . . we pointed out in a let-
ter addressed to the Festival Coordinator the
failure on their part to live up to the commit-
ments made in various meetings to commu-
nicate efficiently, [and] coordinate efforts
where businesses may be impacted.”

The letter in question went out over the
signature of Jason Sullivan, executive direc-
tor of the Corp., and he copied it to every party
conceivably interested in the dispute. He is an-
other facet in the conflict of personalities,
widely perceived among the old corps of ac-
tivists as aggressive to a fault. His letter,
mostly focused on Festival parking restrictions
that the Society negotiates with the City, ac-
cused the Society of “disrespect for the local
business community.” Two dissident board
members, who say they generally are not kept
informed, conclude that Sullivan takes no ini-
tiatives except on behalf of Towles. “After all,”
said one, “he was in the Peace Corps.” As for
communication, the Society says meetings
were called, which Sullivan failed to attend.

The Task Force, under Del. Pete Hammen,
took up a conciliatory role without result so
far. The two groups’ memberships are an is-

The City Transportation Dept.
announced that it will initiate in
July three free shuttle bus routes
through and around downtown,
including a Green Line that will run
through Fell’s Point. It will start at
City Hall, run east on Baltimore,
south on President, east on
Aliceanna, south on Caroline, east
on Thames along the water, north
on Ann, west on Fleet, north on
Broadway to a loop through the
Hopkins medical campus, return
via Broadway to Aliceanna, west
to President anew to City Hall.

The route will intersect a Red
Line at Aliceanna and Caroline that
generally runs east and west along
Pratt and Lombard. The service is
to be financed with parking taxes
and is designed to link the center
with fringe commercial parking fa-
cilities charging cheaper rates.

Rec Pier Still Idle, But . . .
For four years, Rec Pier has rested uneas-

ily on its deteriorated underpinnings, await-
ing resurrection as a hotel, and now the im-
passe comes down to this: the Moran tugs
docked there with the blessings of the com-
munity want accommodations from the City,
and developers led by J.J. Clarke, that they are
not prepared to provide. Moran has a 10-year
lease and the major hurdle has been to accom-
modate the tugs elsewhere while the pier is
redeveloped.

Clarke said, “We have yet to find a reloca-
tion formula with return for Moran . . . . We
have a deadline to finish this work this year in
our Land Disposition Agreement,” by which
he and his partners, H&S Properties and Syl-
van Cornblatt, are to purchase the property
from the City. The responsible official, Hous-
ing Commissioner Paul Graziano, has refused
to comment since he said a year ago that the
deal was imminent. The developers indicate
that Moran’s terms have created an impasse.

”That is untrue,” said Paul Swenson, who
heads the Moran Tug installation on the Pier.
He would not comment further, citing a de-
sire not to enflame the negotiations that he
hopes are approaching solution. Christopher
Janian of H&S, at the Oct. 29 Task Force meet-
ing, acknowledged the difficulties with Moran
but added, “We fully intend to restore the in-
credible historic character of this amazing
structure in a timely manner as soon as we re-
solve this last issue.”

As currently configured, the eventual 130-
room Aloft Hotel would include public spaces,
a restaurant and would rely on off-site valet
parking. Moran employees park on the Pier
and this is believed to be one of the issues.

Free Buses Coming in July

Thirty-eight schooners from up and
down the eastern seaboard returned Fell’s
Point to the era of sail on Oct. 12-16,
crowding docks with a forest of masts and
mizzens, but failing to dislodge the
Mississippi sternwheeler Black-Eyed
Susan—tied to Broadway Pier under a
lease from the City. Adding to the irony
is the stated purpose of the 19th Great
Chesapeake Bay Schooner (Continued)Virginia maneuvers to lead parade.

sue. The Corp. says it has over 60 members,
but one who formerly was active suggests half
of those paid dues once and failed to re-up. A
typical board meeting is said to draw three or
four. The Corp.’s biannual public meeting is
this Monday, Nov.10, at 6:30 PM in
Henderson’s Inn.

The Society’s active board members are
fewer than 10 and general membership has
plummeted. President George Geary has taken
a role that some call balanced and others pas-
sive. Society Director Ellen VonKarajan actu-
ally was a founder, with businesswoman Su-
san Singer, of the Corp.

The dispute has reached Councilman Jim
Kraft, who said, “Both the Preservation Soci-
ety and Development Corp. provide valuable
services to the community. Their work should
be complementary and not adversarial.”

Happenings

New Bike for Officer Fasano
The Residents’ Association,

meeting Oct. 1, voted to buy a new
bike for $643 to facilitate patrol-
ling by Officer Larry Fasano, who
was present. Member Ann Cieslak
of Lancaster St., who made the
motion, said she and her husband
were buying a second one for the
police in hopes that it, too, will be
used for patrol in this community.
But as it turned out, the $643
bought only a bare bike, and the
necessary “extras” doubled the
price. Result: one deluxe bike with
thanks to the Cieslaks.

‘Point Duckpin Champ Dies
Edward Wojnowski, 89, brought

up in Fell’s Point, a machinist and a
duckpin champion at Patterson
Lanes on Eastern Ave., died on Oct.
20 of cancer and was remembered
in a major obituary by Frederick
Rasmussen in The Sun. Although
he lived 50 years in Lutherville he
remained active in the ‘Point Polish
community and worked for creation
of the Harbor Promenade.

Found: Commemorative Brick
A brick engraved with the name

Stash Federowicz was found on
the sidewalk in the 1600 block of
Lancaster St. near Broadway.
Carolyn Boitnott of Butcher’s Hill,
an honorary Fell’s Pointer and
keeper of the Promenade, has the
brick and can be reached at
c.boitnott@verizon.net



The Fell’s Pointer is pub-
lished monthly by volunteers of
Fell’s Point Citizens on Patrol,
Inc. Questions, input and partici-
pation in patrols and this news-
letter are welcome. E-mail
fpcop@verizon.net. Online
www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. Box
6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
Printing expenses for this

month’s newsletter were donated
by John Steven Ltd., 1800
Thames St., 410.327.5561, and
Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell
Street, 410.522.7777. Design and
layout contributed by Tina Fleming
of Warren Communications,
warrencommunications@comcast.net.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Asso-
ciation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organiza-
tion:  Tuesday, Nov. 11, 7PM at
EBLO building, 606 S. Ann St.
Follow-up on Halloween. Did clos-
ing side streets to all but residen-
tial autos help the police control
crowds? Recommendations for
continuing to work with police and
FPDC next year. Setting ‘09 goals,
443.791.1717.

The Fell’s Point Development
Corp: Board meets first Tuesday
of month at 8AM, FPDC office,
1730 Bank St.  410.675.8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s
2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor
Center 410.732.8232.

Society  for  the Preservation of
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: Call
410.675.6750.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Wednesday
of every other month at the Polish
National Alliance, 1637 Eastern
Avenue, 410.563.1297.

Trash
Place trash, in cans only, for pickup
after 6AM on Mondays and Thursdays.

Recycling - Corrected
All recycling material should be
placed in a recycling bin, cardboard
box, paper bag or any container of
choice, as long as it is clearly
marked “recycle”. Do not use plas-
tic bags. Place outside by 7AM on
2nd and 4th FRIDAYS of month.
Acceptable: aluminum, tin and steel
containers, cans; plastic narrow-
neck and screw-top bottles and jars
with recycling symbols 1-7; glass:
bottles and jars; paper and card-
board, including magazines, mail,
shredded paper, books, newsprint.

SchedulesOnly in Fell’s Point-XIV: The Crime Scene, Once Over Lightly
By Mark Walker

Her morning came on like Breakfast at
Tiffany’s, there at the parking machine just in
front of Jimmy’s on Broadway. Before she
could deposit a coin, up piped: “That’s okay,
I got it.” Her benefactor inserted a credit card
into the E-Z Pay, pushed the four-hours but-
ton, and added, “You can just pay me a dollar
instead.”

After the lady handed the man a banknote,
she thought something was amiss and told
Jimmy’s proprietor, Nick Filipidas, about it.
Nick has seen a scam for every brick in the
square. He called 911, whose receptionist
asked too many questions. Over an hour later,
an officer appeared. By then, the card player
had conned more parkers and disappeared.
In the tradition of ‘Point petty crime, he re-
turned with his stacked deck of stolen credit
cards a couple of weeks later, only to be ar-
rested. He had three outstanding warrants.

These crimes so often take a twist, like
when a lady had her purse snatched while a
TV crew was filming an episode of “Homi-
cide.” When she cried out for help, two movie
extras in police costumes apprehended the
thief, holding him until the true men in blue
showed up.

The ’Point crime story to top that is for
the birds, and I’m indebted for the details to
Jackie Watts, editor of The Guide. One night,
police were on a call about a drunken fight,
Jackie recalled, “and they passed by this guy
who looked like the Michelin Man, with some-
thing stuffed in his clothes . . . and he was shak-
ing his leg like it was on fire. He looked really
uncomfortable,” so the police called an ambu-
lance and proceeded to the fight scene. “But
within minutes the radio was squawking
again—the ambulance calling for help.

“The Michelin Man is going nuts, spinning
like a top and flinging his arms around and
not letting the emergency team anywhere near
him. And frankly they don’t want anything to
do with him because they really don’t want to
find out what is in his clothes.”

So the police finally grabbed him, pulled
off his shirt “and all these seasick pigeons go
exploding into the air and take off,” said Jackie.
The early 1990s were big for racing pigeons
and those who raised them hung out at the
Exchange Feed Store—now a boutique—that
sold fleet birds at the corner of Ann and Fleet.
Jackie continued, “After much discussion, the
police ‘persuaded’ the guy to open his pants,
and five more pigeons come out of there.” The
police decided they had no reason to hold the
man but the next morning the Exchange Feed
called about his broken window and smashed
doorknob. Most of the sullied flock had re-
turned by then. They were homing pigeons.

By Claudia Costabile
In the Union Box Co. building, overlooking

Thames St. Park, work 16 people from two de-
partments of Johns Hopkins University. CRE-
ATE—Consortium to Respond Effectively to the
AIDS/TB Epidemic—funded by the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, has seven who ad-
minister clinical trials in tuberculosis in Brazil,
South Africa and Zambia. We’re all part of the
Hopkins Center for Tuberculosis Research. I am
the media and communications officer for CRE-
ATE. The other nine do genetic work in psychia-
try as part of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences.

One in my group recently became a resident
of Fell’s Point. We enjoy the area, compared to
the more hectic East Baltimore campus. We all
have to go to the main campus at least once a
week for lab meetings. We can take the Hopkins
shuttle service from Bond St. Wharf, take turns
driving or walk in the spring and summer. Our
group came here about four years ago.

For me personally, it is easier to work here
because both the University and Medical School
communications offices are also in Fell’s Point
and I often have to meet with them.

Hopkins In the ‘Point - III
TB Clinical Trials, Genetics

Leaves Collection
Place at curb in bags with trash on
Thursdays, through end of year.

PRINTER AD

38 Schooners (Cont. from front)

Line Drawn on Red Line
The Residents’ Association, Community

Organization, and Development Corp. modi-
fied their position on the proposed Red Line
rapid transit line, declaring that among vari-
ants outlined by the MTA, “the only option
acceptable to the Historic Fell’s Point commu-
nity is to tunnel under either Fleet St. or East-
ern Ave., with Fleet St. being our preference. 
A surface alignment would not be acceptable.”

Race: “to promote public awareness  of  the
Chesapeake Bay’s maritime heritage.”

After a spectacular parade around the
harbor on the 15th, with sails aloft and led by
The Virginia, which won last year’s race, the
boats cast off for the Bay Bridge and the 127-
nautical mile race to Portsmouth on the 16th.
This year’s winner in the AA class was Pride
of Baltimore II, followed by Living Classrooms’
Lady Maryland. “The Virginian had spar
trouble,” said Paul Schwaub, chair for the race
in Maryland.

Schwab also said he asked the Susan’s
owner, Leonard Schleider, to move his boat
off the pier, as the City lease provides, but he
did not do so. “It would have been much better
for us if he had,” Schwab added. Asked about
this, Schleider said he expressed reluctance to
move because of the expense at dockage
elsewhere, but vowed to do so if necessary.
As it turned out, the Susan clung to the Pier
and the majestic Mystic Whaler tied up at Bond
Street Wharf. The Board of Estimates renewed
the boat’s three-year lease this year despite
renewed community protests that it blocks
water views and is a sore thumb historically.

“Sisters Rosensweig” at Corner
The Corner Theater at 251 S. Ann St. offers

“Sisters Rosensweig,” by Wendy Wasserstein.
The Pulitzer-winning playwright follows three
Jewish sisters from Brooklyn as they gather in
London to celebrate the 54th birthday of the el-
dest. Directed by Steve Goldklang. Through Dec.
7, Fridays-Saturdays at 8PM, Sundays at 2. For
tickets, 410.276.7837. $17, Sunday $15.


