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3 Groups Align on Route
For Red Line -- by Tunnel

By Robert C. Keith
Leaders of three Fells Point organizations

are joining forces this month to mobilize
community response to the Maryland Transit
Administration’s proposals for the cross-town
Red Line. Public hearings are due in
November.

The Fell’s Point Historic District is
vulnerable to planners because its through
streets, Aliceanna, Fleet and Eastern, offer the
shortest distance between I-83 downtown and
I-95 and I-895 to the east. The MTA’s Red Line
proposal includes surface alternatives that
would make two of the streets one-way and
devote a lane in each direction to light rail
trains—passing every 10 minutes.

Many old-timers feel these alignments
pose the greatest threat to this historic district
since the great road fight of the 1960s. MTA’s
consultant engineers concede the problems but
Transportation Secretary John Porcari has
rebuffed requests to pull them off the table
before final decisions are made.

The City Transportation Department
appears comfortable with them as well. In
these circumstances, Joanne Masopust,
president of the Community Association,
Arthur Perchetz, president of the Residents
Association, and Jason Sullivan, (Continued)
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Oct. 12-16:  From Dinghies
To Great Schooner Race
The 19th Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner

Race to benefit the Bay begins with a dinghy
race at Douglass-Myers Maritime Park on Sun-
day at 1PM. Crews of two will maneuver
around a mark, with this handicap: the
oarsperson is blindfolded and must row fol-
lowing directions called out by his or her cox-
swain. On-site provisions are by the sponsor,
One-Eyed Mike, at $5 per head.

More than 30 schooners will be docking in
Fell’s Point and on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 7PM,
there is music at the foot of Broadway by
Schooner Time bluegrassers and Them
Eastport Oyster Boys. Boats are on view
Wednesday and at 5PM is the Parade of Sail
around the ‘Point and Inner Harbor. The or-
der is by class according to placements last
year—hence with the Virginia out of Norfolk
ahead of Pride of Baltimore II in leading Class
AA. That night, local businesses host crews at
the Latin Palace, jointed by residents at 9:30.

On Thursday, crews will cast off about
9AM to form up south of the Bay Bridge for
the race to Portsmouth. The boat owners pay
to race, with proceeds to date put at $104,600
to support children’s education programs of
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

The Preservation Society’s 42nd Fun Festival and
scale schooner Lion were blessed by big crowds
and blue skies on Oct. 4 and 5.  The Development
Corp. complained about parking (to be continued).

National Show at Gallery
The 25th Annual North American Minia-

ture Art Exhibition is running through Oct.
27 in the Art Gallery at 1716 Thames St., fea-
turing 119 submittals from more than 20 states
(and one Canadian province—an entry from
Iran had to be returned). They fill the deco-
rated Gallery as though a scaled-down
Walters. An opening reception on Sept. 26
crowded the garden as well as the showroom
and featured ‘Pointer cartoonist Maria
Cavacos serving crab soup.

Prominent among the paintings and sculp-
tures entered and now on sale are those by
the collective Gallery’s more than 50 members.
The judge was Dolores Andrew, an artist and
designer and graduate of the Maryland Insti-
tute. Her best of show is “Beauty in Bloom,”
by Gail MacArgel of St. Peters, MO.

You are probably aware that The
Fell’s Pointer is written and distrib-
uted by volunteers and paid for
with donations from supporters.
Twenty-six volunteers deliver it
door-to-door each month. The or-
ganizer of this effort, Jacquie Greff,
recently received word that a few
people were receiving two copies.
Always trying to minimize waste,
she produced a color map worthy
of National Geographic to clarify
each route. Problem solved!

With so many routes it only
takes each volunteer a few min-
utes each month, but with so many
volunteers, there is frequent turn-
over. Our volunteers claim: “It’s
nice to get out while doing some-
thing useful,” “People stop me on
the street to tell me how much they
enjoy it,” and “They rely on it so
much, they’ve asked me to ignore
the ‘no fliers, please’ sign on their
door.” If you can spare a few min-
utes each month to help in this
way, contact fpcop@verizon.net.

Marty King writes occasional
Promenader pieces for the ‘Pointer
and is Greff’s lieutenant on the dis-
tribution team.

Hopkins In the ‘Point - II
Major Magazine

Among the myriad Hopkins employees
occupying two floors of Bond Street Wharf are
the two editors, two writers, and two design-
ers who produce, five times a year, 145,000 is-
sues of a slick-stock news source for the school
family: The Johns Hopkins Magazine. Its edi-
tor, Catherine Pierre, also lives here.

Asked to assess waterfront publishing,
Pierre, responded: “On the one hand, we’re
farther away from the Homewood campus,
which is where we used to be. That makes it a
little more complicated and time consuming
when it comes to campus meetings, lectures,
etc. On the other hand, we’re closer to other
campuses, like the East Baltimore medical,
which the magazine also covers.

”Because we’re in Fell’s Point, colleagues
tend to be very willing to come to our offices
for lunch. And the view from our fifth-floor
office is great! A good wintertime sunset gets
a large audience.”

By Marty King
Melissa and Robert Willingham

round out 100,000 tortillas a week
in their shop on Eastern Avenue,
yet she still finds time to deliver
The Fell’s Pointer monthly and
they have contributed to it finan-
cially as well—part of their com-
munity endeavors. Enter their
Tortilleria Sinaloa anytime between
7AM and 7PM (6PM on Sundays),
and you’ll find it filled with fanci-
ers of tacos, tamales, quesadillas,
tortillas, and soups at reasonable
prices–a welcome change in the
current economy.

The Willinghams are lifelong
Baltimoreans. They started out in
his family’s business, ultimately
manufacturing half the Girl Scout
uniforms sold in this country.
When clothes making moved
abroad for cheaper labor, they
combined their business expertise
with their love of Mexican food by
opening at 1716 Eastern Ave.
Don’t let the size of the storefront
fool you. After six years they now
also supply other restaurants and
stores in Baltimore. Customers
from all over Maryland and beyond
drop in for a meal or ingredients
to assemble at home.

I recently tried their new “Phelps
Point Taco” featuring tilapia
brushed with Old Bay, butter, and
tarragon sauce. Like its namesake,
a winner! In their “spare” time,
Melissa and Robert are yoga in-
structors and generous with
causes besides the ‘Pointer. For
example, Robert gives free classes
in yoga each week to MS patients
in Towson.

Saucy Couple
Touts Hot Tacos

Spreading the News



The Fell’s Pointer is pub-
lished monthly by volunteers
of Fell’s Point Citizens on Pa-
trol, Inc. Questions, input and
participation in patrols and
this newsletter are welcome.
E-mail fpcop@verizon.net.
Online www.fpcop.com.
Write P.O. Box 6137, Balti-
more, MD 21231.

thanks!
Printing expenses for this

month’s newsletter were donated
by John Steven Ltd., 1800
Thames St., 410.327.5561, and
Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell
Street, 410.522.7777. Design and
layout contributed by Tina Fleming
of Warren Communications,
warrencommunications@comcast.net.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Asso-
ciation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organiza-
tion:  Tuesday, Oct. 14, 7PM at
EBLO building, 606 S. Ann St. on
Halloween, entertainment bill, up-
date on Red Line, 443.791.1717.

The Fell’s Point Development
Corp: Board meets first Tuesday
of month at 8AM, FPDC office,
1730 Bank St.  410.675.8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s
2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor
Center 410.732.8232.

Society  for  the Preservation of
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: Call
410.675.6750.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Wednesday
of every other month at the Polish
National Alliance, 1637 Eastern
Avenue, 410.563.1297.

Trash
Place trash, in cans only, for pickup
after 6AM on Mondays and Thursdays.

Recycling - Revised
All recycling material should be
placed in a recycling bin, card-
board box, paper bag or any con-
tainer of choice, as long as it is
clearly marked “recycle”. Do not
use plastic bags. Place outside by
7AM on 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
month, except holidays.
Acceptable: aluminum, tin and
steel containers, cans; plastic nar-
row-neck and screw-top bottles
and jars with recycling symbols 1-
7; glass: bottles and jars; paper
and cardboard, including maga-
zines, mail, shredded paper,
books, newsprint.

Schedules

Only in Fell’s Point-XIII: Neighborhood Pinnacle Was Halloween ‘85
By Mark Walker

Alicia Horn at Birds of a Feather kept tell-
ing me I had to come down here on Hallow-
een night. So I did, on October 31, 1985, per-
suading brother Scott
to tag along.

My friend George
Goebel owns A.T.
Jones Costume Shop
on Howard Street, so
I could have worn any
costume of my desire.
But we decided on
something all-pur-
pose and inexpensive,
the Beagle Puss. For
the costume chal-
lenged, that’s a pair of
black Groucho Marx
glasses with a big
nose, mustache and
hairy eyebrows.

As we arrived to
take in the sights, I
barked, “Look how
they decorated Fell’s Point for Halloween!”
Scott growled back, “You idiot, they’re film-
ing a movie down here.” Indeed, a crew was
making a TV film called “Liberty,” with
George Kennedy, to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Statue of Liberty dedica-
tion in 1886.

To transport the ‘Point back to that era,
the crew put Thames Street between Broad-
way and Ann into a costume worthy of Jones’
finest—out of a Hollywood movie set, you

might say. Hay and wooden barrels littered
the street. Carts and wagons in the middle
transformed it into a vintage marketplace.

Debbie Lynn
Zwiebach, a mixed-
media artist and
sometime bar ten-
der—currently at the
Dead-End Saloon—
covered every store
sign in the block to fit
the epoch. Sailing
ships including the
Pride of Baltimore,
docked along
Thames, added salt to
the air. Pre-”Homi-
cide” Rec Pier, in its
first starring role,
served as Ellis Island.
Down by the old

Bond Street Wharf
was a mighty replica
of Miss Liberty’s arm,

with the torch. The French had, after all, de-
livered their gift statue for local assembly. The
crowned head hung around Henderson’s
Wharf, which was then a charred shell of its
previous and present glory.

Fell’s Point NEVER looked more magical
than that evening—one of those rare times
you just didn’t want to see end. As we left
for home I told my brother beagle, “If I die
tonight, I’ll die a happy man.”

Happy Halloween!

Red Line Pact (Cont. from front)
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Miss Liberty’s head at charred Henderson’s.

executive director of the Development Corp.,
have issued a “Community Statement” that
decries the surface alignments but supports a
tunnel alternative—if it does not go south of
Fleet. The MTA tunnel option puts it under
Aliceanna—in the flood zone, and in ground
partly landfill and oyster shells.

Residents are encouraged to participate in
the hearings. The first recipient of the
Community Statement was Mayor Sheila
Dixon, whose planned “walk-through” in
September was delayed, at community
request, because it was tied to a ceremony
heralding the signing of the Mayor’s “Red Line
Community Compact.” The leaders advised
her in a Sept. 25 letter that “we need more
assurance that our community needs will be
met before we can sign on to the Compact.”
The Preservation Society has written to the
mayor opposing the surface alignments too.

MTA’s Draft Environmental Impact
Statement confirms the loss of curb parking:
up to 258 spaces for a Fleet/Aliceanna couplet,
and up to 269 spaces for a Fleet/Eastern
couplet. It calculates slowed traffic on those
streets at up to 12 minutes. The Community
Statement, supporting a tunnel under Fleet
with a station at Broadway Market, said “it
would contribute to the economic vitality of
Baltimore as a whole, by encouraging greater
numbers of tourists to visit Baltimore and the
historic district.”

MTA is accepting public comments
through Jan. 5 at www.baltimoreredline.com,
which includes the draft. The closest of four
hearings will be Nov. 12, 4-9PM, at United
Auto Workers Hall, 1010 Oldham St., 21224.
The writer is a Maryland Senate appointee to the
Red Line Citizens’ Advisory Council, representing
the Fell’s Point Task Force.

The New Old Theater will offer a staged
reading of “The Vampire,” or “the Bride of the
Isles,” by J. R. Planche in 1820, at the Preser-
vation Society Visitor Center on Saturday, Oct.
25 AT 7:30PM. It was the first vampire play,
affirms the Society, and it will chill you like
no other. See the undead prey among the liv-
ing, and discover his fatal flaw. Thrill to the
text and songs from the original English-lan-
guage version, featuring actors and singers.
The play was adapted from a story by John
Polidori and is set in the castles of Scotland
and Fingal’s Cave.

New Old revives theater works that pro-
vide a window into the life styles of our an-
cestors. For tickets, visit www.newold-
theater.org.

Most Venerable Vampire

Seaport Secrets Oct. 13-29
The Rev. Jack Trautwein is of-

fering Secrets of a Seaport, the
‘Point’s history distilled in six lec-
tures, on Mondays and Wednes-
days starting Oct. 13, 7:30-9PM,
in the Visitor Center, 1724 Thames
St. Fees: $10 each or $50 for all.
Reserve at Visitor Center,
410.675.6750 ext. 16.
 

By Jannette Barth (abridged)
We were new to Fell’s Point and making new friends,
We discovered new things around all the bends.

We dined at each restaurant to find the best
We tried Meli, Black Olive, Pierpoint and the rest.

We just couldn’t decide which one we preferred
So we keep trying them all — I like to be served . . .

The wine bar called V-no is not to be missed
And Bonaparte next door is hard to resist.

The old places like Cat’s Eye and Leadbetters too
Are fun to stop by and toss down a few.

The parks and the waterfront give Fells Point charm
As its history and people go arm in arm.

Brick buildings and Belgian block are a delight
Thanks to those who persevered in the big road fight . . .

Ode to Fell’s Point

Our new life in Fells Point feels like a vacation,
This little community is the best in the nation.


