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Happenings

Notable Non-Happening: The
Fell’s Pointer goes on vacation in
August, with the next issue due to
appear on Saturday, Sept. 13.

FPCO Surveys Crime,
Finds Police Upbeat

By Colleen Doering
The Fell’s Point Community Organization

met June 9 on crime, with police, concerned
citizens and Councilman Jim Kraft in atten-
dance to review progress since a similar ses-
sion in January. Robberies remained the larg-
est concern but the numbers are still down
from last year, police said. Property crimes
have decreased due in part to the arrest of sev-
eral key suspects, they added. A police squad
dedicated to nothing but robberies now works
nights because that’s when the robbers do.

Also, ticketing of illegal through trucks has
increased, drawing the praise of residents feel-
ing less of the house-shaking traffic.

Future goals were discussed at the meet-
ing and a police walkabout two weeks later.
A bar on Aliceanna Street requires attention
due to rowdy and after-hours patronage.
Seemingly chronic larceny of autos remains a
problem. Police encouraged everyone to call
911 regardless of how pessimistic they are
about retrieving stolen items, or catching the
perpetrators. “All callings provide a certain
level of code,” said the Southeast commander,
Maj. Roger Bergeron, who outlined how one
call can add part of a larger puzzle. The
walkabout ended with an arrest of a nuisance
vagrant during a tour of alley hangouts.

‘Susan Clings to Pier

A greeter from the Fell’s Point station of the
Canton Kayak Club takes in the U.S. Navy Ship
Antares, arriving June 14 at its new station on
the old grain pier in Locust Point. The 900-foot
ready reserve cargo vessel is to have a twin beside
it, dominating the seascape that Fell’s Pointers
are accustomed to see from the harbor Promenade.
The lower shot from Belt’s Landing, taken as a
rainbow sought out the Antares, illustrates the
new vista.

Photos by Lew Diuguid

You’re With Hopkins?
But I’m With Hopkins

Fell’s Point has its own take on the age-
old division, enshrined in literature, between
town and gown—the latter represented by
myriad offshoots of Johns Hopkins University,
most of them affiliated with its medical cam-
pus just up Broadway. They total about 550
people, preeminently professionals. Relations
seem amiable but a bit vague, with residents
often ignorant of what a given office is or does.
Employees of one Hopkins installation can be
equally uncertain about others down the
street—unless they meet on the shuttle bus or
at a consultation. With that in mind, the
‘Pointer in this and subsequent articles hopes
with the help of Hopkins officials to facilitate
introductions all around.

To start with the largest unit, the Johns
Hopkins Program for International Education
in Gynecology and Obstetrics employs 275
people occupying 59,063 sq. ft. of space in
Browns Wharf. JHPIEGO operates programs
in 50 countries, with offices in 30 of them, and
is celebrating its 35th anniversary. Also in the
building are a neurology clinic and mental
health office.

Just west in Bond Street Wharf, 184 em-
ployees occupy two floors: public affairs, The
Hopkins Magazine, bladder cancer research
and other offices sum 45,729 sq.ft. (Continued)

Scavenger Hunt For Promenade
The Promenade Committee of

the Waterfront Partnership offers
a scavenger Hunt on Saturday,
July 19 at 10AM, not for objects,
but clues in search of answers to
tricky questions—small teams will
meander the waterfront to locate
items of interest related to the
community, history and port.

The starting line is at Harris
Creek Park, across Boston Street
from the Safeway and once home
to Major David Stodder’s Shipyard.
The USS Constellation was built
there in 1794-7. After years of
minimal care, Harris Creek Park
is now the focus of a neighborhood
revitalization effort. Proposals will
be available so you can express
preferences. You will then follow
clues as far as Canton’s Water-
front Park. Rain Date July 20. Cost
is $10, children under 12 free, to
benefit the Park. Prizes for winning
team. Reservations required:
410.522.4991 or c.boitnott-
@verizon.net. Hunts also are
planned for Fell’s Point and Key
Highway.

Graffiti Comeback
After a lengthy break, graffiti

is back—in time for the tourist sea-
son—making our historic neigh-
borhood resemble a slum. Busi-
ness owners and residents are
angry and feeling rather helpless
to stop it. The short-term remedy
is Goof Off, to remove it, ASAP.
This isn’t just an act of beautifica-
tion. It demonstrates that our
neighborhood won’t tolerate de-
structive behavior. As everyone
knows, one “tag” begets another
and another. Goof Off also works
well on trashy stickers illegally
slapped on lampposts and other
public property.

Any notion that graffiti is ar-
tistic license to deface property is
simply delusional. Taggers are of-
ten lonely or disturbed, seeking
recognition or control. Multitudes
of tags usually are a sign of gang
activity. No neighborhood can ef-
fort that kind of image. Neighbors
should call 311 to report incidents
of Graffiti and request that police
keep a closer watch during the wee
hours when taggers operate. If you
can’t remove the graffiti yourself
you can be put on city’s graffiti re-
moval list, providing you own the
property or your landlord concurs.

   —Concerned

Films on Broadway Pier
Every Wednesday at 8:45PM,
watch free movies on Broadway
Pier, starting with “Batman” on
July 16, sponsored by Su Casa,
The Sound Garden, The Develop-
ment Corp. and Missionmedia.
Bring your chair.

The Black-Eyed Susan had its three-year
lease on Broadway Pier dockage renewed
without added restriction by the Board of Es-
timates on July 2, despite a hearing with the
owner at the Task Force in which representa-
tives of numerous community groups reiter-
ated objections to the presence of the stern-
wheeler. A City Real Estate official acknowl-
edged evidence that the boat owner had vio-
lated terms of the lease prohibiting vehicles
on the public pier.  The Preservation Society,
Residents’ Association and others have found
the ‘Susan blocks the historic pier’s water
views and has no place in the maritime tradi-
tion, which started with sail in the ‘Point and
turned later to side-wheeler steam boats in the
Inner Harbor.



The Fell’s Pointer is pub-
lished monthly by volunteers
of Fell’s Point Citizens on Pa-
trol, Inc. Questions, input and
participation in patrols and
this newsletter are welcome.
E-mail fpcop@verizon.net.
Online www.fpcop.com.
Write P.O. Box 6137, Balti-
more, MD 21231.

thanks!
The Tortilleria Sinaloa at 1716

Eastern Ave. responded to a plea
for help on printing bills with a sec-
ond contribution.

Printing expenses for this
month’s newsletter were donated
by John Steven Ltd., 1800
Thames St., 410.327.5561, and
Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell
Street, 410.522.7777. Design and
layout contributed by Tina Fleming
of Warren Communications,
warrencommunications@comcast.net.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Asso-
ciation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organiza-
tion meets at Louisiana Restau-
rant, on second Mondays at 7PM,
443.791.1717.

The Fell’s Point Development
Corp: Board meets first Tuesday
of month at 8AM, FPDC office,
1730 Bank St.  410.675.8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s
2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor
Center 410.732.8232.

Society  for  the Preservation of
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: Call
410.675.6750.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Wednesday
of every other month at the Polish
National Alliance, 1637 Eastern
Avenue, 410.563.1297.

Trash
Place trash, in cans only, for pickup
after 6AM on Mondays and Thurs-
days.

Recycling
Place all recyclables -bottles, cans,
plastic (#1-7), paper and card-
board, in bins or boxes, not bags,
on second and fourth Fridays only.

Schedules

A year after the death of ‘Point resident Steven Brown, 45, his family gathered on June 24
to plant memorial flowers in the Thames Street Park where he and a Springer spaniel found
respite during his 20 years here. A stock broker and sportsman, he had celebrated 15 years of
sobriety through Alcoholics Anonymous when he died of a heart attack.

His sister Nancy McCamish of Annapolis said, “He loved to have me and the kids down to
Fell’s Point” and “taught my daughter to love animals.”

The family is discussing with Greenspace Action Partnership inclusion of a dog clean-up
station in the park at their behest and dedicated to Brown.

Cat Feeding Spills on Streets

Flowering Memorial to Responsible Dog Owner

Only in Fell’s Point - XI:  Those Were the Times, Mr. Miller
By Mark Walker

In the 1970s there was a character well
known here as Ralph Miller, although his real
name was Ed Lawrence. While no one can
explain the Ralph, we do know he was al-
ways drinking Miller Beer. He was a gifted
carpenter and his work on the Constellation
was much appreciated. A brilliant man with
a photographic memory, some said he was
also “the first real Fell’s Point character.”
According to Town Crier P.J. Trautwein,
Ralph was the guy who could approach a
couple along the street, run up and kiss the
lady, then say to the gentleman, “You have
great taste.” He had the personality to get
away with it.

Ralph was a friend of Kenny Orye, who
owned the Cat’s Eye Pub. As documented in
my Point’s Prime Characters profile in Janu-
ary 2007, Kenny lived life to its fullest—
known to close his saloon, for instance, so his
biker friends could brawl out of public view.

About 1975 Kenny, who claimed to be a
gun-runner for the Irish Republican Army,

and Ralph, who came upon a European-style
coffin, started scheming. In those pre-Internet
days, when world news traveled slower, the
two claimed that a well-known I.R.A. leader
died and in his will requested a funeral at the
Cat’s Eye. They sent out a press release, which
The Sun swallowed, about the coffin being
shipped from Ireland and when it would ar-
rive.

City officials were alarmed. The Liquor
Board told Kenny he couldn’t have viewings
at his bar and threatened to shut him down.
Kenny replied, “Well, you just have to shut
us down then.”

On the day of reckoning a big crowd gath-
ered at the foot of Broadway—among them
the press, bagpipers, a priest and Kenny—all
tense. At the predicted hour, the pipes took
up and a wee 14-foot aluminum boat came
around the corner of Rec Pier bearing a cof-
fin. Sitting atop it was Ralph, drinking a
Miller. The coffin and effigy within were car-
ried to the Cat’s Eye and put on display in
the back room for a week.

By Cammie Kane
As a true animal lover, I am quick to con-

gratulate cat lovers who have taken time and
money to neuter and immunize feral neigh-
borhood cats. If someone would set up a fund
for it, I would contribute. However, spread-
ing unchecked is the feeding of these cats on
the sidewalks.

First, it was one person who put out dry

Dog and Other Pet Peeves
By Anon Watcher

•Dog owners who don’t pick up their dog’s
feces and properly dispose of them, and own-
ers who let their dogs run off leash, and/or
use the children’s park space as a dog run.
(Councilman Jim Kraft vows to have police fine
such violators.)

•City garbage trucks that leave deposits of
crushed glass and metal in the streets after

Jazz for Park Lovers
Greenspace Action Partnership and John

Steven bar-restaurant again offer jazz in
Thames Street Park, on Thursday, July 17 from
6 to 9PM with a trio led by bassist Gary Tho-
mas, director of Peabody jazz studies.Also of-
fering live jazz, on Broadway Square, is the
David Bach Consort Thursday, July 24, 6PM.

Families settled in for June 19 Jazz in Thames Street Park.

food in a dish for
an hour in the
morning and then
removed that dish.
Then it became
dishes of dry and
canned food, left
out all day. Next
we moved to dry
and canned food
put on newspapers
on the sidewalks
and street curbs,
left out all day.

Now we have
dry food poured
onto the sidewalks, canned food dumped in
the street and under cars—and left there to
collect flies, feed rats or dogs, and rot in the
sun. It looks disgusting and I’m dismayed at
the insensitivity of this practice. The streets are
starting to look like some ratty old trailer park.
New trailer parks would not permit this. Be-
tween my own street and the street where I
work we are constantly cleaning up these
messes. Actually, there are too many. Much
of the food doesn’t even get eaten.

Is there some reason why neighbors can-
not feed these cats in their own yards? It is
illegal to leave this food on public sidewalks.
Citations and inspections can result. Organi-
zations work tirelessly to clean the streets.
Please be aware of the impact of this practice.

every col-
l e c t i o n ,
thereby en-
suring flat
tires.

•People
who leave
an uninvit-
ing trail of
s l u r p e e
cups and
f a s t - f o o d
w r a p p e r s
curbside on
their way to
work.

Hopkins   cont. from Page 1
To the north on Lancaster

Street, in the Union Box Co.
building opposite the Thames
Street Park, are 18 working in
psychiatry as well as 12 in
AIDS and tuberculosis re-
search. On Ann Street Wharf is
a clinical trials unit employing
12. In medical administrative
offices at 925 and 947 Fell Street
are about 30 more.

So 550 Hopkins people
work in the community, in
19,000 sq. ft. of prime rented
space. The institution has con-
tributed funds to local causes.

“Nature and Geometry: New Works by
Michael Marshall, David Peterson and
Brendan Murphy” is the inaugural exhibition
at the newly re-formed Definition Gallery, the
former DBSK Gallery at 1800 Fleet St. Show
runs through Aug. 30.

New Art on Fleet St.


