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Happenings
Enrollment at Wolfe Charter

W olfe  Stree t Academy, a  C ity
P ublic C harte r S chool a t S . W olfe
and G ough Sts., is enrolling new
s tu d e n ts .  A ll l iv in g  w ith in  its
zone— P ratt St. to the  north, E ast-
e rn Ave . to the  south, S . Broad-
way to the  west and S .P atte rson
P a rk Ave .  to the  E a st— ha ve  a
seat wa iting and are  encouraged
to ca ll to schedule  an appointment
to registe r for the  2008-9  school
year. All students living outside  the
z one  a re  e ncoura ge d to a pply.
T hey will be  part of a  lotte ry for
re m a ining se a ts. T he se  a pplica -
tions must be  in by M arch 18  for
the  lottery on M arch 20 . Interested
families should ca ll the  school a t
410 .396 .9140  or 9232 .

Chilly Police Walk-About Egg Hunt in Patterson Park
O n S a turda y, M a rch 2 2 , a t

10AM  on the  P atte rson P ark ma in
playground, the  D owntown Ba lti-
more  F amily Alliance  and F riends
of P a tte rson P a rk w ill o ffe r a n
E aster egg hunt, prizes, food/bev-
e ra ge s, puppe t shows, a rts a nd
cra fts, face  pa inting, and the  E as-
te r  B u n n y.  To  R S V P,  E a s te r-
e gghuntrsvp@ gm a il.com .

Easter Sunrise Service
T he  R ev. Jack Trautwe in will

offe r E a ste r se rvice  on S unda y,
M arch 23 , a t 7AM  on Broadway
P ier. “D ress warmly,” admonishes
the  Town C rie r.

Corner Theater Turns a . . .
T he  F e ll’s P oint C orner T he-

a te r in the  middle  of the  200  block
of S . Anne  Stre e t ce le bra te d 2 0
ye a rs of pe rform a nce s,  a cce p-
tance  of title  to its building from
the  city, and two pages of cover-
age  in T he  S un’s Today section on
F eb. 18 . T he  name comes from a
merger in 1987  of the  C orner and
Fell’s P oint companies, which took
re nt-fre e  re side nce  in a n e x-fire
house . N ext a t the  much improved
theater is “T hree  D ays of R a in” by
M icha e l G re e nbe rg,  w hich w ill
pour for a  m onth sta rting M arch
1 4 .  L o b b y  a rt is t  is  D e b o ra h
S te v e n s o n .  To  re s e rv e ,
410 .276 .7837  or www.fpct.org.

An ambitious Southeastern District police
initiative, aimed at strengthening officers’ ties
to the community, popped up in February—
climaxing in a 16-site security walk-about that
fell on the very cold night of Feb. 21. Publicity
had been hasty and a small sampling of the
sites suggested turnout was minimal. But Ma-
jor Roger Bergeron’s intentions caught the at-
tention of some Fell’s Pointers long concerned
with crime issues.

Officer Simmons and an assistant were as-
signed to Perkins Homes, where a residents’
meeting already had been scheduled. A mod-
est turnout included a long-timer who said,
“People aren’t feeling too good about dealing
with the police” on security after past efforts
foundered for lack of follow-up or support.
Simmons said, “This is the reason for commu-
nity night. The major wants to build the trust
back up.”

A mother in Canton told the Southeast
Crime Watch blog, “My sons (3 years and 20
months) and I walked down to express con-
cerns about the speed of drivers on O’Donnell
Street and the increase in rowdiness on
O’Donnell about 2 blocks from the square by
the library between 11PM and 3AM. We
missed ‘walking the beat with the officer’ but
we addressed our concerns to another officer
that was there [O’Donnell and Linwood]. He
seemed nice enough but not sure if he really
took my concerns seriously. I guess there are
bigger problems in the city.”

Colleen Doering of East-
ern Ave., who oversees the
Crime Watch, offered this
assessment: “It’s a GREAT
idea. A lot of good can come
of it. While some weren’t
motivated, Major Bergeron
seems genuinely so. I was in
a closed meeting with him
and FPCO last month and he
seemed very concerned with
petty, quality-of-life crimes
that have usually been a low
priority for his predecessors.
When I voiced my opinion
on the ragged response to
911 issues, he again seemed
genuinely interested.”
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Officer Will Phelps and Butch made a welcome
if now rare addition to the Square on Feb. 8.

Citizens’ Advice for Red Line
Has No Impact on MTA

By Robert C. Keith
Fell’s Point Task Force Representative
on  the Red Line Citizens’ Advisory Council

The Maryland Transit Administration’s
Red Line plans for Fell’s Point took a drub-
bing at the joint meeting at Henderson’s Feb-
ruary 13 sponsored by the community’s Resi-
dent Association, Community Organization
and Development Corporation.

On ballots distributed at the meeting, the
MTA’s proposal for conversion of Fleet and
Aliceanna Streets into a one-way pair, to ac-
commodate light-rail trains, was opposed 53
to 2. The whole concept of eliminating travel
lanes or masses of curb parking spaces to cre-
ate dedicated transit lanes was opposed 46 to
10. Even the MTA’s alternative plan to put the
light trains in a tunnel under Aliceanna and
parts of Boston Street failed to win a majority:
support 22, oppose 31.

The only “support” majorities were for
two proposals from the Fell’s Point Task Force:

Extension of the Green Line subway from
Hopkins Hospital to Bayview Medical Center
and Canton Crossing, where this premium
service could intercept incoming traffic as well
as serve major destinations (support 39, op-
pose 7), Inclusion of Camden Yards as a Red
Line destination, with a direct “escalator” con-
nection with the Green Line at Charles Center
by subway.

So, how do we get the MTA to give timely
consideration to this community input? Last
June, after a meeting in the Baltimore office of
Rep. Elijah Cummings with a small group of
us—three months before the Citizens’ Advi-
sory Council held its first meeting—
Cummings wrote MTA Administrator Paul
Wiedefeld thanking him for Deputy Admin-
istrator Henry Kay’s participation in the meet-
ing, and for indicating “that the MTA would
examine certain alignment alternatives pro-
posed by Mr. Ed Cohen and Mr. Bob Keith.”
Rep. Cummings also expressed hope that once
the Council begins to meet, it “will be able to
serve as an effective interface between the
MTA and the community to ensure the issues
can be resolved as they arise.”

Eight months later the studies are com-
mencing. The MTA has enabled me to have
some professional maps prepared by our good
neighbor, Whitman Requardt, and the serious
evaluations are being scheduled. Meanwhile,
the MTA has been rolling down the track, so
to speak. In March it enters a critical phase in
the planning process: fine-tuning its Draft En-
vironmental Impact Statement for the Federal
Transit Administration, its target source for
half the funding, on April 11. The modes and
alignments selected by MTA for inclusion
form the basis for all Red Line planning. Any
potential alignment NOT shown cannot be
considered.

In a memo to me Jan. 10 Kay advised that
the “community alternatives. . .will not be in-
cluded in the [environmental] document, but
I have committed that we will evaluate them.
If they turn out to be better than the alterna-
tives we already have, we have the option of
including them in a supplemental document.”
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Only in Fell’s Point-VII: Bar Smoke Goes the Way of Pall-Malls

F e ll’s P oint Antique  D ea lers’ Asso-
cia tion: C a ll 410 .675 .4776 .

F e ll’s P oint C ommunity O rganiza -
tion meets a t Lemko H ouse , 603
S . Ann St., on second M ondays a t
7P M , 443 .791 .1717 .

T h e  F e ll’s  P o in t D e ve lo p m e n t
C orp: Board meets first Tuesday
of m onth a t 8 AM , F P D C  office ,
1730  Bank St.  410 .675 .8900 .

Fell’s P oint R esidents’ Association:
F irst W ednesdays, 7P M , Bertha ’s
2nd F loor.

G re e nspa ce  Action P a rtne rship:
S e cond Tue sda ys, 6 P M , V isitor
C enter 410 .732 .8232 .

S ocie ty  for  the  P reserva tion of
F e ll’s P oint and F edera l H ill: C a ll
4 1 0 .6 7 5 .6 7 5 0 .

Neighborhood Meetings
D ouglass P lace: Third W ednesday
of every other month a t the  P olish
N a tiona l A llia nce , 1 6 3 7  E a ste rn
Avenue , 410 .563 .1297 .

Trash
P lace trash, in cans only, for
pickup after 6AM  on M ondays
and Thursdays.

Recycling
P lace a ll recyclables - bottles,
cans, plastic (#1-7), paper and
cardboard - in bins or boxes, not
bags, on second and fourth
Fridays only.

ured it was a matter of time before we headed
in that direction. Scott did feel the government
could have waited until April—business is
slower during the winter anyway. And patrons
are forced to smoke outside in the cold. Delay
could have eased the pain. Other bars say their
staffs in particular are pleased by the change.

Bertha’s and Birds of a Feather have been
smoke-free for months. Bernard Lyons at
Bertha’s said it was owner Tony Norris’s idea
“to ban smoking here in November 2006, so in
a way we preempted the recent smoking ban.
Because of this, our customers didn’t freak out
when this state-wide smoking ban went into
effect. So far, we haven’t seen a large drop-
off.”

Several Hopkins co-workers would not en-
ter smoke-filled pubs because they didn’t want
to leave reeking of nicotine. While I have vis-
ited the Whistling Oyster, One-Eyed Mike’s
and the Cat’s Eye, their cigarette smoking was
a limitation. Now Clear-Eyed Mike Maraziti
says business is holding up fine. And now I
can visit places I’d avoided. Others will feel
the same way.

The impact of cigarettes on the language
won’t go up in smoke soon, even laying aside
the health and personal freedom aspects of the
habit. “Come on in,” they used to say, “the
smoke is free.” Now it’s simply smoke-free.

Schedules

The ‘Pointer suggested last month that
readers concerned about the city’s consider-
ation of renewing the lease with the Black-
Eyed Susan for permanent dockage on Broad-
way should write to Walter Horton of the
Comptroller’s Office, Elizabeth Foard of
Lancaster Street did so:

With regard to the issue of the Black-Eyed
Susan’s proposed lease renewal I’d like to reg-
ister my opposition.

As a 15-year Fell’s Point resident I’d like
to point out that the Mississippi-style paddle
boat makes a mockery of the nautical heritage
that Fell’s Point has worked so hard to pre-
serve. Both residents and merchants go to
great lengths to comply with the architectural
restrictions incumbent on those who live and
work in an area listed on the Historic Regis-
ter. Residents follow guidelines for paint col-
ors, window types, and height restrictions.
Merchants follow guidelines for outside
signage, lighting and seating.

By renewing the faux-boat’s lease, the city
is asking us to disregard our combined efforts
and turn a blind eye to the monstrosity which
floats smack in the middle of our town. I walk
by the Black-Eyed Susan each day and I am
reminded of the blatant disregard the city has
for the wishes of our community - that the
greed of a $25,000 annual lease trumps all.

Should the city . . . elect to renew the lease

Letter to the City
On Black-Eyed Susan

In the side yard of Sigars Used Furniture
at 1733 Eastern Ave., just east of Broadway, is
a close approximation of a junk yard sans dog,
see inset. Neighbors have complained of the ap-
pearance and unresponsiveness of the owner.
Efforts to elicit his response continue.

By Mark Walker
Fell’s Point experienced a milestone, some

would say millstone, one minute after mid-
night on Feb.1 when the state officially banned
smoking in bars and restaurants. If you con-
sider our forefathers were lighting up in the
old London Coffee House more than 200 years
ago, this indoor smoking ban truly is unprec-
edented and at least deserves a moment of
smoker’s-cough silence.

I’ve never been a fan of cigarette smok-
ing, beyond an occasional pipe and a few ci-
gars. When I was in college I smoked a pipe
once a week while watching Basil Rathbone
as Sherlock Holmes on Saturday night televi-
sion. Lighting up our calabash pipes, Mr.
Holmes and I always solved what he referred
to as a “two-pipe problem.” My brothers and
I occasionally smoked cigars at the Wharf Rat
and the Dead End Saloon while shooting pool.

Some pubs and restaurants, usually with
small rooms, would tolerate cigarette smok-
ing but not cigars. I could never comprehend
this discrimination.

Now that the smoke has cleared, so to
speak, some pubs and eateries will argue the
ban hurts business. But I believe they will even-
tually experience an uptick. Scott Curlee, who
works at Duda’s, agreed. He said that after
France and Ireland went smoke-free, he fig-

Photos by Lew Diuguid

HISTORIC
JUNKYARD?

I have a few thoughts. Why not create a rep-
lica of the Eiffel Tower and place it in front of
Jimmy’s on Broadway Square? The Great Wall
of China would look nice running along the
storefronts of Thames Street.  How about Rio’s
Christ the Redeemer perched on top of
Bertha’s? A roof could be put over the whole
community and we could call it Disney on the
Patapsco.

Please help us keep Fells Point’s nautical
heritage genuine. Do not renew the Black Eyed
Susan’s lease.

Cat’s Eye Customers Grieve Loss of Boss Cushing
The death of the Cat’s Eye owner Anthony

Cushing on Feb. 5 put a pall over his Thames Street
pub and music venue that only will diminish gradu-
ally with late-night playing of the blues. Cushing,
62, died of a heart attack, said a lengthy obituary
in the Feb. 7 Sun, which quoted his wife Ana: “He
was always providing people with shelter and
money and a free drink.” He opened in 1975 with
a partner, Kenny Orye, whose escapades still are a
prime font of talk across the many bars of Fell’s

Terri Rychlak, manager for 20 years, described
the breadth of the loss: “There was no greater tes-
tament to that than the turnout at the wake that
was held at the bar on February 9th. Friends and
family came in from various states and one friend
even flew in from Germany.” Cushing’s son Tony
is to assume the business and Rychlak said, “I hope
that I will be a part of it for another 20 years.” As
for the name, that too seemingly has to do with
the blues, a tune about a one-eyed cat peeking in a
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Anthony Cushing
Point. When Orye died in 1987, Cushing took over the busi-
ness, if not the antics, and became an amiable, egalitarian host.

seafood store, and given his condition, who knew if he was
coming in or going out?


