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Happenings
WATCH ON REC PIER

Despite Housing Commissioner 
Paul Graziano’s prediction in 
last month’s Fell’s Pointer, the 
disposition of Rec Pier remained 
unresolved as this issue went 
to press. Graziano had said he 
expected completion early in 
September of an agreement 
to pass the property to a team 
including J.J. Clarke and H&S 
Properties for redevelopment as 
a 130-room hotel.

Clarke said on Oct. 1, “He’s 
had our much-negotiated land 
disposition agreement in his 
inbox since April 30.” A request 
to Graziano for an update drew 
no response. Clarke said he 
remained hopeful “that we’ll 
have a deal ready for the Board 
of Estimates this month.” The 
accord is three years in the 
making, despite Graziano’s 
call for urgency at the outset 
because of concerns for the 80-
year-old pier’s underpinnings.  

39 YRS. OF BEANS & BREAD

On Oct. 16, 9AM-2PM, guests 
can participate in a service meal. 
The center serves about 400 
persons daily. On Oct. 17, 3:30-
5PM, it offers a homelessness 
forum, and on Oct. 18, 8-11AM, 
breakfast tours. The center 
is a branch of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. RSVP to 
svdp@vincentbaltimore.org

PARK’S LANTERN PARADE

Patterson Park’s Halloween 
Lantern Parade will wind up 
Hampstead Hill on Saturday, Oct. 
27. Lantern-making workshops 
will be held on Sundays, Oct. 
14 and 21 at 10AM and 12, 2:30 
and 4:30PM. Workshops are 
free but advanced registration 
is required. Contact Creative 
Alliance at info@creativealliance.
org. Friends of Patterson 
Park seek volunteer marshals 
and wranglers. Email 
amanda@pattersonpark.com.

HISTORIC SHIPYARD DAYS

The Frederick Douglass-Isaac 
Myers Maritime Park, at the 
water on the west end of Thames 
Street, offers a festival of boat-
building on Friday, Oct, 26, 10AM 
to 3PM, and Saturday, Oct. 27, 
11AM to 4PM. Living Classrooms 
honors the Chesapeake Marine 
Railway and Drydock Company 
founded by Isaac Myers in 
the 19th century. Like the ex-
slave Douglass, Myers began 
as a caulker. For the festival, 
shipwrights, blacksmiths, 
storytellers, basket and barrel 
makers will invite you to try your 
hand at their crafts. The park 
includes a maritime railway dry 
dock. Free tickets are available 
in the museum box office. For 
more information, 410-685-0295 
or www.douglassmyers.org.

MINIATURES AT THE GALLERY

The 24h Annual North American 
Miniature Art Exhibition 
continues through Oct. 28 at 
The Art Gallery, 1716 Thames 
St., including paintings by the 
‘Pointer’s cartoonist, Maria 
Cavacos. The gallery was 
damaged and closed briefly last 
month when a parker hit the gas 
instead of the brake, but it is 
back in business. 

When It Comes to Town Crying, 2 Voices Are Better Than One

Stalwarts in the Square on Sept. 11 for the annual 
exemplary awards ceremony did a double take—
two town criers in colonial garb were ringing bells, 
and only one of then was Pastor John Trautwein. 
This was also the graduation ceremony for his ap-
prentice town crier, Michael Lisicky. In an epoch 
when most communities are bereft of any town 
crier, Fell’s Point is blessed with a pair.

PJ, now 69, told the spare crowd that “the town 
crier is starting to get a little tired.” Baltimore-
born, he came to Fell’s Point in 1974 and took up 
criership in 1988, during a joint ‘Point-Federal 
Hill celebration of the 200th anniversary of the 
Constitution. He will continue, now with help, 
the house blessings at Christmas, readings of bulle-
tins from the front during the anniversaries of the 
War of 1812, and blessings of visiting ships that 
have kept him in costume through the years.

The understudy, Lisicky, on receiving bell vowed 
to be “an ambassador of good will for this village.” 
His Czechoslovak grandparents came to Baltimore 
from Bratislava in 1904. He plays second oboe in 
the Baltimore Symphony and he and his wife have 
two children. As PJ pointed out, “He is also now a 
tour guide for the Secrets of the Seaport Tour’ that 

Trautwein fashioned for the Preservation Society. 
PJ, by the way, is on the lookout for yet another 
crier to train as backup.

The other ceremony in the Square honored Ellen 
vonKarajan of the Preservation Society and Robert 
Eney of the preservation cause, as chronicled in 
the September Fell’s Pointer.
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Apprentice Michael Lisicky joins his mentor  

P.J. Trautwein in the square. 
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Tunnel Vision in Latest View of Fell’s Point Mass Transit
By Robert C. Keith

The Maryland Transit Administration unveiled a 
proposal for a light rail tunnel under Fell’s Point 
at the first meeting of the 15-member indepen-
dent Citizens’ Advisory Council Sept. 29. The rail 
line would originate at Bay View Hospital, travel 
alongside Haven Street past Highlandtown and 
Canton Crossing on unused Norfolk Southern 
trackage, and enter the tunnel on Boston Street 
in the vicinity of American Can and Safeway. The 
tunnel would serve a stop in Fell’s Point and an-
other at Harbor East/Harbor Point at the foot of 
Central Avenue, and continue through downtown 
to the west side.

The tunnel plan is one of several alternatives the 
MTA has promised to explore in a series of five 
open house workshops the MTA has scheduled 
for sites along the study corridor in November, 

including Harbor East on Nov. 14 and Bayview 
Nov. 15, 5-8 p.m.

Alternatives proposed for consideration by several 
Advisory Council members focus on creating 
closer tie-ins with the Charles Center and Shot 
Tower stops of the existing Green Line subway. 
The importance of easy-transfer tie-ins at these 
two stops is that passengers on one rail line must 
be able to reach destinations served by another. 
Proponents see this as the key to attracting riders 
who now use their cars because the existing dis-
connected Baltimore systems won’t conveniently 
get them to where they need to go.

Another east side alternative, proposed for consid-
eration last year by several organizations includ-
ing the Fells Point Task Force, would extend the 

City Seeks to Revive COP—and Why It’s Moribund
By Michael Arida 
President, Fell’s Point Citizens on Patrol

The Mayor’s Office on Criminal Justice has 
expressed interest in reviving FPCOP as part of 
a city-wide effort to improve security through 
volunteer efforts. Elise Odell, Operation Crime 
Watch Liaison, said, “A large part of my job is to 
support the groups that exist and try to revive ones 
that did at one time.” She then asked. “What is the 
status of the Fell’s Point COP?”

For several years I have served long past my term 
as president of FPCOP because no replacement 
could be found. Activities of the group beyond 
producing The Fell’s Pointer have ceased for lack 
of volunteers. The mayor’s call can be seen as a 
last chance for a potential leader, or some group 

such as the Residents’ Association, to step into the 
void. Here is an abridged version of my response 
to Odell:

“There are several reasons for the decline in our 
COP. The founders [of more than a decade ago] 
have for the most part retired, moved away, passed 
away. Among those of us remaining, work/family 
has taken away most of the time needed to make 
this a viable organization. Another reason is the 
perception that since most of the crime (larceny, 
aggressive pan-handling, burglary, assault, drugs, 
vandalism) does not involve homicide, police 
response to issues is slow or nonexistent. Finally, 
normal COP patrol hours can’t cover the times 
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Printing expenses for this 
month’s newsletter were 
donated by John Steven 

Ltd. and Henderson’s 
Wharf. Design and layout 

were contributed by Doyle 
Communications. 

Hammen Addresses 
Residents’ 
Association
Del. Pete Hammen brought 
to the Oct. 3 meeting of the 
Fell’s Point Residents’ Assoc. 
issues ranging from through 
trucks on residential streets 
to the activities of the Fell’s 
Point Task Force, He was 
joined by Southeastern 
Police Lt. Tony Brown in 
describing collaborative ef-
forts to ticket harbor-bound 
trucks that violate long-ig-
nored postings on through 
streets. The campaign 
initiated by Hammen drew 
applause from attendees.

Schedules
TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! 

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization meets at Lemko 
House, 603 S. Ann St.,  
on second Mondays at 7PM.  
(443) 791-1717.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at  
8AM on first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. Office,  
(410) 675-8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 732-8232.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of  
Fell’s Point Citizens on Patrol,  
Inc. Questions, input and 
participation in patrols and  
this newsletter are welcome.  
E-mail fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. Write  
to P.O. Box 6137, Baltimore,  
MD 21231

thanks!

ONLY IN FELL’S POINT—II

How Do You Solve A Problem? With Maria!
By Mark Walker

In the early 1980s a German restaurant called 
Fritz’s opened on Thames Street at the site that 
now is Koopers—just another turn in the endless 
game of musical stools that is this community’s 
food and beverage business. Since my father was 
of German heritage and the food was touted as 
authentic, our family of seven put it to the test.

Fritz’s wasn’t into ambiance, or service. Our waiter 
was pleasant but disappeared for over an hour after 
taking our order and serving us drinks. The place 
accordingly wasn’t crowded, even though the even-
tual food was good. I decided that was probably 
my last visit.

Months later my brother Scott asked, “Have you 
been to Fritz’s lately?” I hadn’t, but he said we 
must return—“You’ll find out why!” This time the 
crowd was so big we barely made it in the door. 
Behind the bar, fondling the house whiskies, was 
Maria—the most gorgeous woman I had ever seen. 
I’m a man of many words but when we went up to 
order drinks, I was speechless. My brother ordered 
for me.

Unlike the subject of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
“How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria?” this 
Maria was no Austrian novitiate, nor Julie An-

drews. For Halloween, she dressed as a Playboy 
bunny and rumor had it she received 100 marriage 
proposals that night. I probably would have made 
it 101 if I had ever reached the front of the line.

Eventually Maria left and Fritz’s fizzled. The owners 
probably thought people had tired of German cook-
ing. It later reopened near the Shot Tower as Shotz-
ies but that soon closed, too. If only Fritz’s realized 
what Maria could have done for lederhosen.

“Tunnel Vision…”  continued from page 1

Green Line eastward and bring it out of the ground 
in the vicinity of Chester Street. One version of 
this plan would use the Norfolk Southern right of 
way to bring Metro service as far into southeast as 
Canton Crossing. Under this scenario, the Boston 
Street corridor would likely be served by a streetcar 
operating in traffic, with numerous stops. This line 
could perhaps continue north to the new Highland-
town Library and continue east on Eastern Avenue 
through Greektown into the Bayview campus.

You can study the alternatives and let your own 
views be known at the workshops. A Draft En-
vironmental Impact Statement, analyzing the alter-
natives, is scheduled for release late next spring, 
followed by a formal public hearing. The MTA 
will decide on its preferred alternative after that.

The writer, who follows the Red Line for the Task 
Force, was appointed to the Citizens’ Advisory  
Council by Senate President Mike Miller.

when there is a lot of crime here, i.e., when the 
bars close and the drunks hit the streets and make 
their way through the residential districts.

“There are regular police patrols on the Broad-
way Square but patrolling around the rest of the 
community isn’t frequent or visible enough to be a 
deterrent or to encourage people to participate. The 
311 call system has been a wonderful idea, but it is 
overwhelmed with issues, and since most users only 

call that number when they find their car broken 
into or drug dealing going on around them, the 45-
minute or more police response time—if they come 
at all—to these “quality of life” crimes has many 
thinking the system doesn’t work.

“We are very open to suggestions and assistance. 
We have put out pleas in the past as well as held 
meetings and the response in the community has 
been dismal and disheartening…” 

“COP Revival…”  continued from page 1

Photo by Lew Diuguid
Pirates and their parents crowded Thames Street Park on Sept. 15 for “Pirates in the Park—a Children’s Event”  

designed in part to give a look at on-going renovation of the community’s main green space.


