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Happenings
What’s not happening in August 
is publication of The Fell’s 
Pointer. The staff takes August 
off. The next issue should be on 
the street Sept. 8.

SECRIME BLOG FINDS NICHE 
WITH NEIGHBORS

In a meeting with Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol members 
and others concerned with 
security, Sgt. F.J. Dillon of 
Southeast District introduced the 
replacement for Officer Melvin 
Penn, who retired in February 
after 12 years as neighborhood 
liaison in Southeast Baltimore. 
She is Agent Maggie Duffy. 
Dillon is head of Southeast’s 
Neighborhood Services Unit. 
He and Duffy praised FPCOP’s 
nascent blog, SEBaltimoreCrime.
org, as a means of facilitating 
dialogue between undermanned 
police and often discouraged 
residents. Her phone is 410-
637-8848 and email is margaret.
duffy@baltimorepolice.org

Frustrations with the police 
include recurrent accounts of 
operators receiving 911 calls 
who seemingly are determined 
to avoid dispatching officers. 
Trouble frequently is from a 
chronic source, for example 
a drug vendor with a violent 
history, yet when an officer does 
respond he has no knowledge 
of that history and seemingly 
skeptical that anything is amiss. 
Dillon acknowledged an officer 
shortage: “I had six officers in 
my unit. I now have three.” He 
said he does now have two bike 
patrollers but their purview is 
the entire district, from President 
Street to Dundalk.

Police staffing problems have 
become an issue in the mayoral 
race, with some indications 
that a broader assessment of 
police performance could be 
forthcoming. At a meeting with 
candidates last month, ostensibly 
to hear their positions on historic 
preservation, candidate Frank 
Conaway said, “We’ve got too 
many dirty cops, and we’ve got 
to get rid of them.” He currently is 
clerk of the Circuit Court.

BLOG ORGANIZES RENTERS

Residents at the newly opened 
Crescent luxury apartments 
on Fell Street at the harbor 
have organized a blog to 
help pursue matters with the 
management when they feel it 
is unresponsive. “We find that 
now that the residents have a 
blog where the world can listen, 
management is much more 
willing to correct issues,” said 
Donovan West, who moved here 
from Northern Virginia. He also 
informed The Fell’s Pointer. A 
spokeswoman for the Crescent 
declined to comment on the 
blog, which is crescentfellspoint.
net The building’s website, 
crescentfellspoint.com 

VISITOR CENTER VOLUNTEERS

The Preservation Society seeks 
volunteers to operate the Visitor 
Center during the week. Call 
Ellen VonKarajon at 410-675-
6750, ext 142. Also needed, 
volunteers to establish a Robert 
Long Garden Club. Call the Rev. 
Jack Trautwein at 410-746-7494 
or email pjtowncrier@excite.com 
He reminds all that the deadline 
for nominees for the annual 9/11 
Selfless Community Service 
awards is Aug. 10.

City No Longer Sees Through-Traffic Problem as Two-Way Street
By Robert C. Keith

“The City does not plan to eliminate the parking on Fleet of Aliceanna Streets. The City’s position has 
been and remains that Fleet and Aliceanna Streets as well as Eastern Avenue will remain in two-way 
operation”  –FROM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR GEORGE BALOG IN A 1993 LETTER SEEKING COMMUNITY SUP-

PORT FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF BOSTON STREET, WHERE FLEET AND ALICEANNA CONVERGE.

Last month, Public Works’ assurances dissolved. In 
a series of neighborhood meetings, DPW’s spin-
off, the Department of Transportation, floated 
proposals that would introduce “One-way traf-
fic Flow on Fleet and Aliceanna” west of Boston 
Street and “establish peak-hour parking restrictions 
on Eastern Avenue” as well.

The DOT recommendations were triggered by 
its own traffic study, long-sought by community 
activists, that measured the cumulative 
impact of developments along the corridor 
approved by the City in recent years. The 
conclusion: If you think commuter traffic 
in the corridor is heavy now, brace yourself 
for 2020: “Over 20,000 projected new pri-
vate vehicular trips in the critical PM peak 
hour,” and “Over 22 of 34 critical intersec-
tions projected to operate at failing level 
of service by 2012 without any improve-
ments” (emphasis theirs).

DOT’s proposals have fallen as flat as a 
Chinese tire. The Fell’s Point Community 
Organization, which is especially active in 
the mixed commercial/residential blocks 
of Aliceanna Street, opposed them unani-

mously at a June meeting. Residents and business 
people alike express fear of the changes in quality 
of life when neighborhood streets are dedicated 
primarily to movement of through traffic—pos-
sibly turning them into what some urban plan-
ners refer to as “traffic sewers,” and imposing an 
around-the clock burden seven days a week to ad-
dress a problem that arises for a few hours morn-
ings and evenings, Monday through Friday.

As Thames Museum Closes, New Restaurants Queue Up
After four money-losing 
years, the Maryland His-
torical Society has quit the 
effort to anchor its Maritime 
Museum—dedicated to 
Fell’s Point’s era of sail—in 
the 1700 block of Thames 
Street. The Preservation 
Society, owner of the historic 
ex-horse trolley barn hous-
ing the collection, has lost 
money too and is consider-
ing rental of the building to 
a high-end restaurant. This 
comes as two other store 
fronts on the block are being 
converted to eateries, point-
ing toward a veritable restau-
rant row in the once diverse retail block that, with 
Rec Pier, forms the face of the neighborhood.

A survey starting east from Broadway shows what 
is happening. The first building actually flanks 
Thames. It includes Maggy Moo’s ice cream at 
ground level and a bar belonging to Patrick Rus-
sell upstairs. Russell’s Slainte Irish Pub is at 1700 
Thames and his Kooper’s Tavern is at 1702. Trixie’s 
Palace clothing is at 1704 and the block’s fenced-
off missing tooth, once a union hall that burned 
more than 15 years ago, is at 1706-8. Next is the 
Waterfront Hotel bar and restaurant, followed by 
Urban Posters at 1712.

Celie’s Waterfront Inn and Wind River Clothing 
share 1714 and the Art Gallery collective is at 1716. 

The long-shuttered store front at 1718 is being 
rebuilt as a bar-restaurant, with license pending for 
entertainment as well as beer, wine and liquor. Next 
is the Daily Grind. The closing Maritime Museum 
is at 1724-6. The Maryland Historical Society has 
expressed the hope that the Preservation Society 
could continue to operate it, but the latter’s strait-
ened finances make this unlikely. Its neighbor, the 
Strictly B’more Shop at 1728, has closed and the 
three-story building is being gutted to become a bar 
and restaurant with entertainment.

The venerable Cat’s Eye Pub is next and then the 
Visitor Center on the first floor of 1732, a historic 
house given to the Preservation Society by Lucretia 
Fisher on condition that it be restored. One hope 
is that the collection in the closing museum could 
be housed upstairs in 1732. But these expenses 

CAVACOS

Brick Banter
“Now we’ve filled the 

missing tooth!

Photo by Lew Diuguid
As the 
Promenade in 
the Inner Harbor 
faces the issue 
of commercial 
encroachment. 
Canton offers an 
example closer 
to home. This 
building onto the 
City’s easement 
is at Bay Cafe, 
off Boston Street. 
A committee of 
the Promenade 
Partnership 
has alerted City 
authorities.
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Printing expenses for this 
month’s newsletter were 
donated by John Steven 

Ltd. and Henderson’s 
Wharf. Readers Robert and 
Melissa Willingham of the 
Tortilleria Sinaloa at 1716 

Eastern Avenue contributed 
$100. Design and layout 

were contributed by Doyle 
Communications. 

Park to Swing 
Anew
The trio led by bassist 
Gary Thomas, director of 
jazz studies at Peabody, is 
returning Thursday, July 26 
to Thames Street Park for a 
free concert from 6 to 9PM. 
This is the third concert 
sponsored by Greenspace 
Action Partnership, which is 
revamping the park, and the 
City’s Recreation and Parks 
Dept. 

Schedules
TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! 

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization meets at Lemko 
House, 603 S. Ann St.,  
on second Mondays at 7PM.  
(443) 791-1717.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at  
8AM on first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. Office,  
(410) 675-8900.

Fell’s Point Resident’s 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 732-8232.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-CONCLUSION

Fabled Series Ends—Another to Begin, with Your Help
By Mark Walker

For two years I’ve shared recollections of Fell’s 
Point luminaries, with the help of friends. Draw-
ing for the most part on two prime decades for the 
characters: 1975-95. In The Fell’s Pointer’s next 
issue, September, and now as staff writer, I will 
launch a new series—It Could Only Happen in 
Fell’s Point. These stories will have their share of 

characters, too, but will tend to look at happenings 
big and small that have salted the stew that is this 
neighborhood.

What will be truly new in this venture, if I am 
to succeed, will be active participation by other 
writers, particularly our long-time residents and 
friends. Do you know a story that ought to be 
told, current or out of the ‘Point’s past? We will be 
glad to read it and respond. E-mail is our favored 
idiom but any will do, at the addresses herein. If 
you are out of practice at writing but have a story, 
Editor Lew Diuguid or I will be glad to put your 
wandering prose back on track. Want to discuss 
a topic with me? Call 443-287-8572 or e-mail 
mwalker1@jhmi.edu.

My goal, then, is to bring in other writers and their 
tales to leaven the offerings I turn up for the next 
series. If you have enjoyed these stories so far, pass 
them along to a new generation—and add your 
own. And if by chance one day you happen to see 
an old Punch & Judy man on a street corner of this 
historic district, please introduce yourself.

Photo by Jacqueline Greff
Causes come and go but Mark Walker  

keeps a hand in puppetry.

could also be too much for the Society—which 
earlier made its own unavailing effort to attract 
more visitors to the Museum. The block ends with 
the nearly complete historic renovation of Miss 
Irene’s as a bar and restaurant.

If current plans are fulfilled, and if the Museum 
joins the trend, eight of the 17 properties along 
the 1700 block will be selling alcohol (and one 
strong coffee). Those who saw the Museum as a 

more substantial attraction seek financial support 
for its survival but none has appeared.

Across the street, Rec Pier continues to deteriorate. 
Developer Joe Clarke said he had addressed all is-
sues raised by the City last April and he awaits sale 
of the property to his group. The City said almost 
three years ago that it chose Clarke because of the 
urgent need to restore the pier’s underpinnings.

The proposed disruption of traffic patterns within 
the waterfront historic district is designed to ex-
pedite the movement of single-occupant vehicles, 
that account perhaps 90 percent of the commuter 
traffic. Other strategies may be available to target 
these vehicles, such as viable public transit, higher 
parking taxes downtown, and car pooling encour-
aged by employers.

Some relief is in sight with the coming of the No. 
11 bus line into Southeast next February. Service is 
expected to originate at a park & ride facility near 
Canton Crossing and connect the corridor with 

downtown and the attractions of Charles Street as 
far north as Towson. Talks are underway as well 
to secure permanent financing for a bus shuttle 
linking Shot Tower, Harbor East, Fell’s Point and 
Hopkins Hospital, and for expanded water taxi 
service. A Red Line mass transit option is dis-
missed for now as too distant.

For residents, the sacrifice of friendly street pat-
terns to accommodate an upsurge of single-occu-
pant passers-through, like that Chinese tire, won’t 
hold air.

“Thames Museum…”  continued from page 1

“Through Traffic…”  continued from page 1

Apart from property taxes, few things raise the hackles of 
city residents like the ever shrinking number of on-street 
parking spaces or the spotty enforcement of the permit 
program intended to give residents relief.

Now, consider this: Two neighbors were grousing about 
a “Warning Notice” each received from the City Parking 
Fine Section warning of penalties for unpaid citations. 
Neither had received the citations in question. A close 
comparison of the mailed copies revealed that they were 
issued on the same date, two minutes apart, at almost 
the same location—on a street that neither resident had 
ever seen.

A phone call to the Parking Fine Section suggesting 
a possible transposed number glitch in their system 
instead confirmed that the make of the vehicles and their 
tag numbers were a match. That could lead a judge to 

conclude the citations were valid. Then a third neighbor 
also produced a “Warning Notice”  issued on the same 
date and for an equally implausible infraction.

If each just paid the ticket, as many do to avoid 
additional penalties or hours waiting to defend 
themselves in traffic court, no one would be the wiser. 
And that is what the writer of bogus citations was 
counting on. The fact that each was written on the last 
day of the month suggests a need to fill a quota. Who 
knows how many other neighbors were victimized?

Calls have been made to the head of the city Parking 
Fine Section and we are awaiting word as to how this 
situation will be resolved. If you should receive a Parking 
Citation or the subsequent Warning Notice, don’t pay 
the ticket without first scrutinizing it for accuracy or even 
plausibility. And, as always, talk to your neighbors. 

Letter from Anonymous: Beware of Bogus Parking Citations

Veggies Sprout on Broadway
By Susan Singer

Eclectic Elements on Broadway is now a pickup 
site for One Straw Farm, an organic farm that is 
a Community Supported Agriculture program. It 
sells freshly picked vegetables to “shareholders.” 
One share is eight varieties of vegetables, fruits and 
herbs per week, enough to feed a family of four. 

Many people share a share with a friend. You can 
sign up at the website, onestrawfarm.com, or call 
410-343-1828 and talk to Joan Norman. We will 
also be glad to answer questions at Eclectic Ele-
ments, 723 S. Broadway, 410-675-5107. Pickup is 
on Tuesdays, 1 to 7:30PM.


