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Happenings
DEVELOPMENT CORP 
CELEBRATES; CHIEF QUITS

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp., created in late 2004 out 
of the worn-down Business 
Association, reached a 
culmination on May 24 with a 
well-attended public meeting 
at the Louisiana Restaurant to 
celebrate past triumphs and 
future aspirations. The next day 
its president, Jeremy Fennema, 
announced his resignation to 
take a position in North Carolina.

Fennema ran a web business 
here and his leadership post was 
voluntary, inherited from Susan 
Singer of Eclectic Elements. 
She devised the rebirth of the 
Business Association to become 
an associate member of the 
city’s Main Streets neighborhood 
improvement program. The 
Development Corp. recently 
achieved full Main Streets status 
with the hiring of Executive 
Director Jason Sullivan.

“I’ve enjoyed my volunteering for 
the FDPC (for the most part) and 
I’m glad of the wonderful things 
we’ve been able to accomplish,” 
said Fennema. At the meeting, 
board member Ted Losin handed 

out checks to three businesses 
for facade improvements with  
20 others in process. The 
Privateers Day effort last week 
netted $3,000 for the corp. and 
crowded the ‘Point with visitors, 
said Fennema.

PATTERSON PARK CONCERTS

Produced by WYPR 88.1 and 
Friends of Patterson Park, 
concerts begin at 6:30PM on 
Pagoda Hill. Rain dates on the 
following Wednesdays. June 17 
Sin Miedo; June 26 Charles “Big 
Daddy” Stallings; July 8 Squeeze 
Bayou; July 24 Stryker’s Posse; 
Aug. 5 Marianne Matheny-Katz; 
Aug.14 Zim Zemarel; Aug.19 
Good Deale Bluegrass.

For more information about 
Friends of Patterson Park 
visit www.pattersonpark.com, 
call 410-276-3676 or email 
friends@pattersonpark.com.

LIBRARY DEDICATION TODAY

The long-awaited Southeast 
Anchor Library, at 27,000 square 
feet and costing $16.2 million, 
is now open and operating and 
is being dedicated at the 3800 
block of Eastern Avenue today, 
June 9. It is the regional answer 
to the closing six years ago of 
the Fell’s Point branch on South 
Ann Street and other small 
neighborhood libraries. The Fell’s 
branch now houses EBLO. 

17 YEARS ON CHAPEL STREET-II

#10 Rider Reminisces on Living Elbow to Elbow
By Donna Zebe

When I came to Baltimore I spent hours on the 
weekends walking everywhere, discovering the 
crannies of my new home turf. It was fun getting 
to know the shop owners. But I was disturbed by 
the poverty that was around me, the sad, forgotten 
and aimless men hovering in doorways on rainy af-
ternoons, often filthy and often drunk. For a single, 
younger, woman it was a little intimidating. I do see 
less of the disturbing scenarios but I wouldn’t say 
they’re gone, maybe just moved to other locations.

The morning bus journey across town to the train 
for my rail commute to DC now is a real eye-
opener. Friendly, talkative, smiling strangers fill 
the crowded #10, moving along Eastern Avenue to 
some schedule unknown even to the drivers. Many 
of the passengers now are Latinos heading to work. 
[Ed. note: Ever the communicator, Donna took 
Spanish at EBLO—and then wrote about that in 
The ‘Pointer to encourage others.]

I’m moving to a Florida neighborhood, but not 
like this one. It’s a city where you drive every-
where, so I’ll be putting a lot a miles on a car that 
has only known weekends. A neighborhood with 
big yards that create space around the homes, but 

that also separate the people. I think living elbow 
to elbow has made me more patient, more accept-
ing, as well as less patient, less accepting! But I 
think I know now which is appropriate.

I’ll adjust, get used to the new way of life, accept it 
and be involved. I’ll certainly miss the camaraderie 
of the wonderful people that have befriended me, 
the great restaurants you can walk to, the waterfront 
in rain and shine.

As for advice on getting things done in the City, 
I researched what I was trying to do to be well 
informed on the issue. Do use the proper avenues 
working with agencies so that the process is the 
best it can be in a City that often stumbles on 
its own statutes. Look for common ground with 
neighboring community associations and at least 
keep them apprised of what you’re doing so no 
one’s blind-sided.

Love where you live, feel strongly about your 
home, whether you rent or own it, get involved in 
the things that you can change, and if you  
have a dog, please pick up its poop and dispose of 
it properly!

CLEANER HARBOR?

The stink of a fish kill rose 
from the harbor this week, 
adding to the irritation 
of promenaders already 
tired of a visual hangover 
from Tropical Storm Isabel 
almost three years ago. 
This house boat has stood 
vigil as the city extended 
the Promenade around 
expensive new housing 
on Fell Street to a bridge 
abutting Thames Street, a chronic flooder. Cranes came and went driving new 
piles and still the craft cocked its snoot. There is talk of imminent removal of 
the orphan, along with a submerged tug—whose stack pokes out at ebb tide—
and remnants of a pier that reputedly was used to ice down produce carriers.

Back Street Tribute to a Blue Lady, Jazz Singer Billie Holiday

An ensemble of jazz fans seeks to honor the 
memory of Billie Holiday by enshrining the three 
alley houses on Durham Street where the singer 
lived as a youngster in the 1920s. Born in Balti-
more about 1915 and named Eleanora Fagan by 
her mother, the hard-living vocalist took her last 
name from her musician father. She left for New 
York as a teenager and soon was singing with such 
dignity and empathy that jazz great Lester Young 
dubbed her Lady Day.

But Holiday took to drugs early on, as she 
recounted in a 1959 autobiography, “The Lady 
Sings the Blues.” The title has confused her legacy 
since her forte was jazz not blues. A song attrib-
uted to her, “God Bless the Child That’s Got His 
Own,” doubtless reflects her hand-to-mouth ex-
istence along Durham Street. She died in a New 
York hospital under house arrest in 1959 but her 
recordings remain widely treasured in whatever 
the latest technology.

A group including entrepreneur Robert Goetz, 
artist Stuart Hudgins and longtime city jazz singer 

Ruby Glover, 77, has applied for historic status 
for the Durham houses and is seeking funds to 
purchase and restore them. Ellen VonKarajan of 

Jazz singer Billie Holiday is said to have lived in all  
three of these houses in the 200 block of South Durham  

Street when she was about 10.

Continued on Page 2

CAVACOS

Brick Banter

“. . . and here’s our Tomb of the 
Unknown House Boater!”



Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Wanted: Candidates
For PJ’s 9/11 Award
The Rev. Jack Trautwein, Fell’s 
Point’s Town Crier, is seeking 
nominees for his fifth annual 
9/11 Selfless Community 
Service awards.

Last year, two awards were 
given to Robert C. Keith as the 
active volunteer and to Lucretia 
Fisher as the emeritus winner 
for her leadership in the road 
fight 40 years ago. Winners will 
be honored in the square in 
September.

Nominations should be 
submitted by Aug. 10, along 
with a statement of the 
candidate’s contributions, 
to Jack Trautwein, Town 
Crier, 1704 Lancaster Street, 
21231, or by e-mail to 
pjtowncrier@excite.com

Schedules
TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! 

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization meets at Lemko 
House, 603 S. Ann St.,  
on second Mondays at 7PM.  
(443) 791-1717.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at  
8AM on first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. Office,  
(410) 675-8900.

Fell’s Point Resident’s 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 732-8232.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!
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LONG BOAT  
SHAPES UP

Marc Pettingil and 
his crew are building 
three long boats for 
the Constellation. Their 
shipyard is in Living 
Classrooms’ Maritime 
Park at the west end 
of Thames Street. 
The ships’ railway 
drydock at the site 
is now operable as 
well, although blocked 
for now by a sagging 
shore at the adjoining 
Harbor Point.

ANOTHER HISTORIC DISTRICT

With the filling in of yet another doughnut hole, this one in upper Fell’s Point, just about all of what passes 
under that neighborhood name now has some sort of historic status. The latest anointed is the area bounded 
by Broadway, Pratt Street, Patterson Park and Gough Street. Application was made by property owners under 
a state-federal program that makes available historic tax credits. Eddie Leon of the city’s Commission for 
Historical and Architectural Preservation said the commission had routinely reviewed the application, which 
could be extended to CHAP status if the applicants wished. They have not so indicated. He estimated that the 
area contains about 1,000 properties.

The waterside area generally referred to as historic Fell’s Point has acted recently to extend its National Register 
Designation, which fails to offer protection against demolition, The added CHAP status is now winding through 
the last turns of the city’s bureaucratic process.

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XXI

From the Gutter Clutter, a Clear Perspective on the Square
By Mark Walker

For those who contend that the Square of this com-
munity is dirty, consider the response of Mike Byrd, 
whose fate it is to do the cleaning: “Just imagine 
how Fell’s Point would look if I wasn’t here.”

Byrd, 47, has worked the last seven years for the 
city’s Solid Waste Department and is known in the 
trade as a hogeyman. He sweeps with a broom and 
trash scooper and is responsible for the square and 
sidewalks that surround it. His purview extends 
along Thames Street in both directions. He takes 
his duties seriously and most who share the Square 
with him are his friends.

Depending on situations, Mike works up to six 
days a week, starting as early as 6AM and quitting 
as late as 3:30PM. He’s always here on Monday at 
6 to make certain that the Square is sparkling for 
WJZ’s Manic Mondays TV broadcast of the scene 
outside Jimmy’s Restaurant.

Summertime is Mike’s most demanding season—
more tourists, students, cigarette butts and of 
course more homeless. Although he’s sympathetic 
to those who are less fortunate, Mike says it drives 
him crazy when street people remove the free peri-
odicals from the clustered stands beside the Water 
Taxi stop and use them as park bench bed clothes. 
Mike says all it takes is one good wind and his pa-
per can last all day. He exempts The Fell’s Pointer’s 
resders, however, saying they don’t litter—and so 
he rarely sees the newsletter.

Asked for his thoughts on the periodic cleanups 
fostered by the city, including the one last month 
led by the Residents’ Association, Mike said, “They 
definitely help. There are times when this place is a 
total disaster. Fell’s Point could sure use an evening 
cleanup shift, even if it was only for a few hours.”

Mike came to Baltimore from Alabama as a 
youngster when his military dad was transferred 
to Fort Meade. He lives in northeast Baltimore 
and used to work on Monument Street at the old 
Levenson & Klein.

Last year, I happened to be on the Square when 
Mike discovered an unopened beer in a trash recep-
tacle and hollared, “Does anyone want a free beer?” 
What happened next looked like a scene from the 
old horror film, “Night of the Living Dead.” Half a 
dozen prone homeless sprang to life and, arms out-
stretched, homed on the risen lager. For me, it was 
just another surreal Fell’s Point experience.

Bit by butt, Mike Byrd cleans the square and  
watches over its welfare.

The Preservation Society has helped with the fil-
ings and has available donated period furnishings. 
Help also has come from the Community Law 
Center. The current tribute to Holiday in her city 

is a statue where jazz used to thrive, and Glover 
still sings, on Pennsylvania Avenue. As the lyric to 
Holiday’s song says, “you can help yourself, but 
don’t take too much.”

Billie Holiday, Continued From Page 1


