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Happenings
BILLIE HOLIDAY TRIBUTE

Today, April 7, is the 92nd 
birthday of the late Billie Holiday, 
Baltimore-born jazz singer and 
a resident of Durham Street. 
A group seeking to honor 
her memory is hosting a free 
celebration tonight from 6 to 9 at 
the Reginald Lewis Museum.

WATER TAXI COMMUTER

The Water Taxi commuter run 
has resumed at the same price 
as last year: $80 for frequent 
floater year’s pass plus $3 per 
boarding. The weekday morning 
run departs Fell’s Point at 7:45, 
Tide Point at 7:50, Harbor East at 
8, Rusty Scupper at 8:05, Harbor 
Place at 8:10, Rusty Scupper at 
8:15, Harbor East at 8:20, Tide 
Point at 8:30 and returns to 
Fell’s Point at 8:35. To check on 
weather cancellations, call  
(410) 563-3901.

Canton was dropped because 
it had only one commuter and 
he moved. Canton now has a 
welcome floating dock for routine 
taxi service. 

MAYOR DIXON MAKES POINTS

Mayor Sheila Dixon made a 
surprise visit to the Homeowners’ 
Meeting at Bertha’s on March 
7. She laid out her program 
and took questions. Two weeks 
later she returned to Jimmy’s 
to reassure residents that a 
flier declaring the ‘Point under 
late-hour curfew was a hoax. 
Last week the mayor responded 
to Preservation Society’s Kay 
Hogan’s plea to extend historic 
tax credits: “City Council 
President Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake introduced” a bill backed 
by the mayor with a hearing 
scheduled for April 12. “…if the 
bill passes, the tax credits will be 
extended until 2009.”

PIRATES ASHORE APRIL 28

The Development Corp. offers 
strolling entertainers, knot 
tying, games, story telling, 
costume contests for children 
and adults and sailing vessel 
tours and cruises on Saturday, 
April 28, Privateer Day. Come 
as barkeep or wench. It starts 
at 11AM with 22 vendors of 
food, pirate gear, art works and 
crafts on Broadway Square and 
Pier. The annual event is hosted 
by the non-profit Fell’s Point 
Development Corp.

PAGODA SPRING CLEANING

Friends of Patterson Park seek 
volunteers for a spring cleaning 
of the Pagoda on Sunday, April 
15 at 10AM, It’s urgent because 
the Pagoda reopens at noon. 
Docents also are needed.  E-mail 
lesley@pattersonpark.com.

HELP REVIVE THAMES PARK

Struever Bros. is already 
undertaking Stage 1 of the 
redevelopment of the Thames 
Street Park, initiated by 
Greenspace Action Partnership 
with the help of the City’s 
Recreation and Parks. Volunteers 
are needed 9AM to noon on 
Saturday, April 14 to help. To 
register, go to volunteermatch.
org, input zip code: 21231, click 
on “Shape Up Parks: Thames 
Street Renewal”, and click on “I 
want to help”.

One-Eyed Mike Vows to Plump Up Broadway’s Sagging Market
With plans afoot to restore the Broadway Market 
to its once majestic height, the currently vacant 
stalls in the downtrodden building suddenly have 
a shot at reopening with a flare this summer—un-
der Michael Maraziti and Shane Fullerton, the 
proprietors of One-Eyed Mike’s bar and restaurant 
on Bond Street.

Maraziti was in the news last month because his 
dog Duke, long the bar’s greeter, drew an eviction 
notice from the Health Department. The restau-
rateurs have leased the 1,500 square feet of space 
to revive the market’s full butcher and produce 
stalls and supplement them with a deli-sandwich 
bar and cheese, olive, soup and salad bars. “We’re 
aiming at the grab and go crowd,” Maraziti said, 
adding that he hopes to work with Sophia’s exist-
ing bakery stall to amplify its offerings.

Sophia’s Polish deli counter and the fish monger 
are two of the handful of stalls still operating in 
the once buoyant market. Maraziti hopes to add 
One-Eyed Mike’s Galley at Marketplace by June 
1, investing more than $10,000 and extending the 
market hours to 8PM to catch the carry-home-
dinner crowd. He said he sees great potential in 
the plans of Dan Winner and Dave Holmes for 
Marketplace at Fell’s Point, including rebuilding 
the north market, but he thinks that will take 
longer than they project. He noted their lack of 
financing for the building or concurrence yet of 
the city’s market board.

The executive director of the market board, Casper 
Genco, has been consulting with both groups 
and said he is “tremendously excited” about the 
potential for positive change through both projects 
at the Broadway Market. He said the site’s prox-
imity to the water gives it a potential beyond the 
currently thriving Cross Street Market that the 
board oversees in Federal Hill. He also stressed the 
board’s obligation to existing vendors and shared 

broad community concerns about the fast-food 
offerings that characterize most of the market’s 
south shed.

Winner, asked to detail his market goal, said, “to 
come up with a plan that works best for the exist-
ing market merchants as well as one that ultimate-
ly is best for the public markets in Fell’s Point.” He 
put construction costs to add a floor, and cupola, 
to the building at about $2.5 million, which 
would be privately financed. “We are optimistic 
that we’ll be able to secure historic tax credits.” He 
said negotiation of a lease with the market board 

must await final approval of his Planned Unit 
Development, which is now before City Council. 
The PUD embraces renovation of the 600 block of 
Broadway and construction of a parking garage-
apartment tower one block west.

Maraziti’s plans are less complicated. Asked about 
the origin of his bar’s name, Maraziti and  

Task Force Suspects Thumb in Eye
While the Task Force of community leaders led by 
Delegate Pete Hammen had taken no formal ac-
tion on the proposed Planned Unit Development 
for the Winner-Holmes Marketplace project, sev-
eral of its larger constituent groups had approved. 
Still, all attendees at the March 27 meeting clearly 
were shocked when Planning Department liaison 
Laurie Feinberg informed them that demolition 
permits already had been issued, even though the 
PUD—while approved by the Planning Commis-
sion on March 22—had yet to be taken up by the 
City Council.

Feinberg fielded intense questions and said she 
would report back on the group’s dismay. Ham-
men, who was not present, prepared a letter to 
Planning indicating the action would be chal-
lenged. Daniel Winner said his group would not 

demolish any property prior to full approval of the 
PUD. At issue are several structures, mostly unoc-
cupied and in poor condition but some dated to 
the 1800s on Fleet Street and the alley streets on 
either side of Broadway’s 600 block.

Many Fell’s Pointers have charged a bias in favor 
of outside developers on the part of the City, as 
personified at Planning. This time the developers 
have local ties and some of their support rests on 
that relationship. But the abrupt action of Plan-
ning on the PUD raised hackles anew. Some felt 
the action was taken with a view to preempting 
the imminent approval of Fell’s Point for protec-
tion under the City’s Commission for Historic and 
Architectural Preservation, which could contest 
the demolitions.

Photo by Lew Diuguid
One-eyed Mike Maraziti, with both eyes closed, consults  

Duke on the deck after health inspectors issued a  
citation for the dog’s presence in the bar.

Richard Kirstel, Silent at 71
Photo by Jacquie Greff in Fell’s Point

Richard Kirstel, right, best known to residents as the costumed William Fell or the 
“anonymous immigrant” in street pageantry, died of a heart attack March 7 at 71 in 
Granada, Spain. He moved there three years ago. His sister-in-law Cameron Kane 
held a remembrance of him for about 50 at her Shakespeare Street home on March 
24. For years a photographer, he had turned to the stage 15 years ago. “He had one 
of those actor’s voices that was trained and clear,” Kane said in a Sun obituary. “It 
was a wonderful baritone.”

continued…



Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! 

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

CORNER THEATER—”BURN 
THIS.” 

Through April 15, 251 S. Ann 
St. Fridays, Saturdays at 8PM, 
Sundays at 2. $15, seniors/
students $12. For reservations, 
(410) 276-7837.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization meets 
at Lemko House, 
603 S, Ann St.,  
on second  
Mondays at 7PM.  
(443) 791-1717.

The Fell’s Point 
Development Corp. 
Board meets at  
8AM on first 
Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. Office,  
(410) 675-8900.

Fell’s Point 
Homeowners’ 
Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, 
Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 732-8232.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!

“One-Eyed Mike…” continued from page 1

THE PROMENADER

Harbor’s Glorious Spring Walk Fenced Off at Prime Point

When Living Classrooms’ Douglass-Myers Mari-
time Park opened last summer, the Promenade—
that widely acclaimed walkers’ necklace around the 
harbor basin—provided a newly completed segment 
that approaches the site from Bond Street Wharf. 
But that 200-yard section, funded by the City and 
built by a private contractor, began to sink as soon 
as it was built and soon was fenced off.

A year later, the 200-yard segment with glori-
ous views of water and the Maritime Park is 
still closed. Richard Chen of the Department of 
Transportation said last year that the delay was 
due to attempts to fix blame but that the lengthy 
process of obtaining funds for repair had been 
launched. Last week he said initial studies con-
firmed the brick on the breakwater had sunk—an 
obvious observation to anyone peering through 
the fence—but more sophisticated studies were 
needed to see if sinking continued.

Most would conclude that the sinking ended when 
City water initially overflowing storm drains was 

cut off, and the walkway seems safe, if somewhat 
unsightly, pending repair. But Chen said the risk of 
suit by an injured walker was too great for the City. 
He estimated repair will take “another year.”

Promenaders diverted onto Thames Street remain 
likely to forego a visit to the Douglass-Myers Mu-
seum and Water Taxi owner Cammie Kane said 
the service is disinclined to initiate a stop there 
since the area is forbidding to potential riders.

Fullerton described how Mike had come here from 
Rhode Island in 2001 and bought the property. 
That summer he was assaulted and robbed twice, 
at 10AM on Lancaster Street and another time on 
Boston Street. Both times he was punched in the 
same eye and the police started calling him One-
Eyed Mike. He said he has always been attracted 
to markets and he looks forward to helping make 
a go of this one. He has studied Cross Street’s suc-
cess and noted that it offers beer with its raw bar. 
That’s something to consider but not of primary 
concern for now, he said.

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XIX

Helen Ran Tight Saloon, Lost Her Sailor to the Sea–& Hung Around
By Mark Walker
In 1916, J.B. Bochenski opened a saloon with a 
trough spittoon at Thames St. and Broadway. His 
daughter Helen was said to work the stools occa-
sionally as a bar girl until she took over the family 
business in 1935, naming it Helen’s Corner. Unde-
terred by Prohibition, she served hootch in coffee 
mugs. When ships came in, business picked up.

Helen married a merchant marine who shipped 
out on runs to South America. They had a daugh-
ter. Then came a voyage from which he failed to 
return. According to accounts across the bar over 
the years, word drifted back that he was abducted 
by a giant squid while swimming off a southern 
shore (A colossal squid was reported in The New 
York Times on Feb. 23 as having been caught at-
tacking a Chilean sea bass in Antarctica). In defer-
ence to the missing seaman, Helen kept his name 
of Christopher.

“In those days, Fell’s Point was a no-man’s-land 
for young women,” said Nadine McNeill Gussio, 
who was one of them. “When we needed a mother 
fix, we turned to Helen.” Nadine had a framing 
shop next to Helen’s Corner. A dozen years ago she 
moved east to Ann St. at Thames, where her Frame 
House is today. An authority on Helen, Nadine 
says the fabled assailant wasn’t a squid but a shark.

Helen raised the daughter, eventually retired and 
sold her bar to Michael Wettach, with the stipu-
lation that she was to live in the second floor 
apartment for free for the rest of her life. He sold 
the place in 1985 to Doug Woods, the current 

proprietor of what is now The Admiral’s Cup, and 
his father. They knew Helen came with the sale 
and scarcely had a problem. Doug even fondly 
remembers giving her rides to her favorite Chinese 
restaurant, The Golden Star, in Waverly.

In her later years Helen met up with Captain Bill, 
who worked on the old Curtis Bay tugboats. They 
were a pair—he on the third floor, she on the 
second—until his death about 1994. Helen died 
in 1999. Doug still wonders about the two tiny 
rooms on the third floor, with numbers on the 
doors, in other times. Were they rented to sailors? 
And to 
whom else?

Doug and 
his staff 
swear that 
Helen lives 
on at the 
Cup, as a 
ghost. Bar-
maid Lisa 
Desantis has 
spotted an 
apparition 
making its way up the back steps at closing time. 
Then, too, the bar TV sometimes turns on by 
itself after hours—perhaps Helen having fun with 
Doug for past unrest in her old haunt. The name 
of Helen’s father is still on the doorstep, and what 
with her picture above the bottles, she can still 
dominate talk across the bar.

Photo by Lew Diuguid
Promenaders are barred from the much-acclaimed  

Douglass-Myers Maritime Park.

Camden Dog Run

“Let’s hear it for poor old Duke-
Bow Wow Wow!”

Brick Banter

CAVACOS

Photo from behind the bar 
Helen Christopher had her own version of a life-time lease.


