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Happenings
MARYLAND BOTTLE BILL

Delegate Pete Hammen and at 
least 17 other sponsors are to 
propose legislation in Annapolis 
on March 7 to require deposits 
on drink bottles as a means to 
diminish litter in the streets—and 
ultimately in the harbor and 
bay. Sellers of the drinks would 
collect a 5-cent deposit, which 
purchasers could redeem by 
returning the empties. Collection 
points would be set up in each 
jurisdiction.

Hammen has worked closely 
with the Baltimore Harbor 
Watershed Association, which has 
encouraged the city to test a trash 
interception system where Harris 
Creek enters the harbor under 
Boston Street. It is removing tons 
of trash, including plastic bottles, 
after rains flush storm drains that 
empty into the creek.

Eleven states have adopted 
bottle bills despite opposition of 
bottlers, who say they are costly 
and inefficient.

Another initiative encouraged 
by Hammen and BHWA involves 
screening storm sewer inlets 
along streets upstream to 
prevent trash from tumbling in. 
The hope is that if storm water 
floods the streets because of 
blocked inlets, residents will 
curtail littering and turn to trash 
receptacles.

A VERY LOCAL INITIATIVE

Volunteers are needed for the 
BHWA’s annual clean-up in 
partnership with the Alliance 
for the Chesapeake Bay at the 
Living Classrooms campus 
at Caroline and Lancaster 
Sts., on April 14 from 10AM to 
noon. The cleanup becomes 
a sport since the collector 
vehicles are paddle boats. Email 
msines@baltimorewaters.org to 
register.

JAZZ IN PARK BACK

The Greenspace Action 
Partnership, dedicated to 
enhancing Thames Street Park, 
has received a $300 Believe in 
Your Neighborhood Grant from 
the city’s office of Promotion 
and the Arts for an afternoon 
jazz concert in the park to 
accompany the Preservation 
Society Mothers’ Day Historic 
House Tour on May 13. GAP 
initiated Jazz in the Park last July 
with a trio from Peabody,

GAP also seeks volunteers for 
the city’s Shape Up Parks Day, 
April 14. Call Kay Hogan,  
(410) 732-8232.

PJ’S SERVICE, COURSE

The Rev. Jack Trautwein will 
perform Easter Sunrise service 
on Sunday, April 8, at 6AM on 
the end of the Broadway Pier. 
His six-session course, “Secrets 
of a Seaport”—on the history 
of Fell’s Point, will be offered 
on April 11, 18, 23, 25, 30 and 
May 2, 7:30-9PM. All sessions 
at the Preservation Society’s 
Conference Center on Ann St. 
Cost $50, or $10  
per session. For Reservations,  
Call Barbara Cromwell, (410) 
675-6750 Ext 12 or 16. Trautwein 
continues recruiting town criers 
and is reachable at (410) 746-
7494 or pjtowncrier@excite.com

FPCOP Calls for New Leaders To Revive Organization
By Michael Arida, FPCOP President

This community has changed and prospered since 
my wife and I first patrolled for The Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol a decade ago. Along the way 
its founders and many of its stalwarts have moved 
on. For the last several years the organization has 
been surviving in name only, except for The Fell’s 
Pointer newsletter, and the time is overdue for new 
leadership—or for those remaining to step back as 
this endeavor shall have run its course.

One new hope has taken form recently with 
SEBaltimoreCrime.org, the electronic crimewatch 
blog—under the leadership of various FPCOP 
personnel—that has proven to be beneficial for 
residents and city/police services alike. However, 
the maintaining of the site needs support. If you 
feel you can offer a small amount of time, please e-
mail Colleen at dcdoyle@erols.com for details. As 
for the newsletter, as long as its tiny staff, includ-
ing deliverers, stay on the job, and supporters pay 
the printer, it intends to continue. For the longer 
term, though, it too needs more participation by 
the neighborhood.

If you are willing to take a part in reviving FP-
COP, please e-mail or write to the addresses on 
page 2. If you are willing to help with The ‘Point-
er, also send a message or talk to the staff: Lew 
Diuguid, Jacquie Greff, Colleen Doering, Maria 
Cavacos and Mark Walker.

City Councilman Jim Kraft presented to the Land 
Use and Transportation Committee on Feb. 28 the 
product of a two-year effort by a Task Force that 
he led: a revised zoning map of Fell’s Point and 
Washington Hill. Kraft is vice chair of the com-
mittee. An audience of perhaps 100, including 
leaders of residential and commercial groups con-
sulted in the revision, filled the City Hall room.

The hearing was to have been a joint one and to 
have considered also Fell’s Point membership in 
the city’s Commission for Historical and Archi-
tectural Preservation as well as disposition of the 
1975 Urban Renewal Plans for the area that have 
complicated zoning. Because of a scheduling error, 

these aspects were postponed and the committee 
took no action on the revised zoning. Kraft said a 
vote should be taken on March 12.

The most contentious issues included proposed 
zoning of the St. Stanislaus “hole in the doughnut” 
property that as originally proposed could im-
pede a pending partial replacement of the former 
church properties with town houses. Also in 
dispute was a change made by the Planning Com-
mission that would widen the scope of commercial 
uses in the first three blocks of South Broadway—
a change sought by vocal commercial interests 
there but denounced by nearby residents as an 
opening to more bars and check-cashing parlors.

Catholics, Protestants Share Historic Church and Are Reaching Out
The Rev. David B.G. Flaherty is pastor of First 
United, a faith community of the United Church 
of Christ, at 1728 Eastern Ave. He also a priest 
who leads the St. Sebastian Independent Catholic 
Movement. Same address.

The building that the two groups, of about 30 
each, share and are jointly repairing began as the 
German Evangelical and Reform Church in 1851. 
It offered services in German and English. “Ger-
man” was excised from the name during World 
War II, said Flaherty. The Independent Catholics 

date to that time, too, in Holland as a back-to-the-
scriptures Movement.

The current two groups conjoin some aspects of 
their liturgies, which Flaherty said are remarkably 
similar. Some services are held together, others 
separately. Each group draws principally from the 
neighborhood and both seek new participants. 
Neither has been able so far to draw in the area’s 
expanding Hispanic population, in contrast with 
many of the churches along Broadway.

The congregations are reaching out to the broad 
community in two specific ways: a commodious 
downstairs room is open to public events on all 
but Wednesday nights (already booked for a soup 
kitchen, which draws about 100), and the church 
will be doubly open to the public for the Historic 
House Tour of Fell’s Point on Mothers’ Day, May 
13. A coming attraction is to be use of four duck-
pin alleys in the basement. They await sprucing up.

Flaherty is from Syracuse and has been on the jobs 
for three tight-budget years. He said performance 
of weddings is a prime source of income. The  
sanctuary, with balcony, seats about 300. His  
enthusiastic tour includes a bright chapel.

Photo by Lew Diuguid
The Rev. Flaherty leads two congregations,  

and can set duck pins.

Kraft’s Committee Takes Up Contested Last-Stage Zoning Bill



Schedules
TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! Crews are picking 
up bagged leaves on the 
second trash day of the week 
through Jan. 27.

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

CORNER THEATER—”BURN 
THIS.” 

March 16-April 15, 251 S. Ann 
St. Fridays, Saturdays at 8PM, 
Sundays at 2. $15, seniors/
students $12. For reservations, 
(410) 276-7837.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization meets at Lemko 
House, 603 S, Ann St.,  
on second Mondays at 7PM. 
(443) 791-1717.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at  
8AM on first Tuesdays at  
True Restaurant. Office,  
(410) 675-8900.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’ 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 675-6750.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

With all the development along the Canton wa-
terfront over the last couple of years, there is one 
curious object of neglect–the old abandoned pier 
extending from the north shore of the Patapsco 
River behind the Anchorage townhouses along 
Boston St. Ever tweaking the curiosity of passing 
Promenaders, the pier covers about a third of an 
acre. It apparently was constructed in the late 19th 
century and once berthed a tugboat company. But 
It has been denuded of any structures and unused 
for any purpose for more than 25 years.

In 1982, it was designated as a separate lot in a 
subdivision plat for “The Anchorage,” filed by 
Lougra Associates, which included as other lots 
the land underlying Anchorage Towers, Anchor-
age Marina and the townhouses. Lougra—an 
entity controlled by lumberman Louis Gras-
mick—deeded the other lots away and deeded 
the waterside to Baltimore City for the Prom-

enade, but retained title to the pier. In doing so it 
retained easements for utilities to serve any future 
improvements but it did not retain vehicular access 
from Boston Street. Thereafter, Lougra apparently 
determined that the pier could not be feasibly 
developed, and real estate taxes on it mounted due 
to a high assessment placed by state authorities. 
Lougra allowed the property to go to tax sale on 
a couple of occasions but, like the proverbial bad 
penny, title kept reverting back to Lougra as the 
sales failed to be consummated.

In 2005, Lougra’s counsel, Stanley Fine, persuaded 
the state that the pier had no development poten-
tial, so the assessment was substantially reduced 
and back taxes were waived. Lougra then offered 
to deed the pier to the Anchorage Homeowners 
Association. But its board was unable to obtain 
approval of members. Lougra then offered it to 
Anchorage Marina, which is a cooperative as-
sociation. Its leaders concluded that they should 
not expose members to the risks and expense that 
could be involved. For instance, the pier surface is 
pocked with holes opening to the water below.

In early 2006, Lougra sold the pier to Adam 
Smolen, a resident of the Anchorage Towers. We 
are not aware of his intentions but his options ap-
pear limited. The pier is located in a “Critical Area 
Overlay District”–wherein development is severely 
restricted. Those interested should notify Laurie 
Fienberg, the City Planning Department’s contact 
for the Southeastern District.

Manley’s Wheelchair, and Tenor Splendor, Come to a Stop

Frank Manley, who won a St. Patrick’s 
Day contest with grace a few years back 
as a legless leprechaun, died without 
general notice in December and then 
came back last month to star in a 
photography exhibit showing the faces 
of Fell’s Point. He was an occasional 
poet in a sailor’s cap and a frail wisp of a 
prime Irish tenor.

The death of Manley, 70, on Christmas 
Eve was quickly noted at the Cat’s Eye, 
where regulars used to lift him in his 
wheelchair up the stairs to the bar, and 
at the Wharf Rat, where he’d wheel in 
on the way to or from his room at Lem-
ko House up the block. In the late ‘90s 
an after-midnight hit-and-run driver left 
Manley for dead on Ann Street, result-
ing in the loss of a leg. Then his other 
leg succumbed to diabetes.

Tony Cushing of the Cat’s Eye, who 
knew Manley well, said he was almost 
always reserved and friendly but suffered, too, from 
what was taken to be bipolar disorder. When some-
body got his Irish up “he’d run over your foot,” said 
Cushing, whose fondest memory was of his perfect 
pitch on an Irish lullaby. He was born and raised in 
Baltimore but made it more than once across the 
sea to Dublin.

Manley’s photo appearance was on Feb. 16, thanks 
to Dan Magus, who included him in “Wise and 
Otherwise, a Fell’s Point Character Study,” at 
Touchet Gallery, 1848 Fleet St. A large turnout 
included many of those shown on the walls. The 
crowd tended to congregate at the image of Frank 
as word spread of his demise. The show continues 
this month.

Charles Norton of Sheep’s Clothing on Shakespeare St. 
has designed and donated a series of cards on historic 
Fell’s Point for the benefit of the Preservation Society. 

They are on sale in the Visitor Center, from $1 to $3.50. At 
left is a sampler from the 1790s Fell’s Point Telegraph, and 

the John Steele House, c. 1788, at 231 Fell St.

www.magusphoto.com
Frank Manley rode over a few toes.

THE PROMENADER

Somnolent Pier Tied in Knots Off the Anchorage
By Dan Tracy

Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

thanks!
Photo by Dan Tracy

View from Boston Street town houses includes idle pier.


