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Happenings
SEBALTIMORECRIME.ORG 
FINDS BLOGGERS

The website a.k.a. crimewatch 
site, www.SEBaltimoreCrime.org, 
is drawing bloggers, readers 
and includes feedback from the 
police (first response from police 
should be posted within a week). 
As one supportive sharer, also 
known as “Anonymous”, said, 
“Thank you for giving me a place 
to vent my frustrations. I believe 
this will be, if not already, 
a great site for residents to 
communicate and come together 
on issues.”

The Fell’s Point Citizens on 
Patrol site for airing crime and 
grime in Southeast Baltimore 
offers an insight on what is 
bothering your neighbors and 
provides a forum for all–using 
proper names or anonymity. 
So far, the trend is toward the 
latter. The news there is as up to 
date as you make it–responsive 
in ways that the monthly Fell’s 
Pointer cannot match. See you 
at the site.

THANKSGIVING SERVICE

On Sunday, Nov. 19 at 7:30PM, 
Rev. Jack Trautwein will offer 
Thanksgiving Service at 
Vagabond Theatre on the Square.

MEISSNER TO LIGHT TREE

Santa will arrive by tug on 
Saturday, Dec. 2 at 9 AM and 
Olympian figure skater Kimmie 
Meissner of Bel Air will light the 
Christmas Tree in the Square 
at 5 PM after all-day events 
sponsored by the Development 
Corp. At 6 PM: the Parade of 
Lighted Boats. 

PROUD PARK BY SEPTEMBER

In a joint meeting with the 
Homeowners, the Greenspace 
Action Partnership and its primary 
supporter, Struever Bros., laid 
out a work schedule designed to 
complete renovation of Thames 
Street Park by James Rouse 
Day next September. Struever 
Development Director Larry White 
outlined how contractors will 
fulfill the community’s design–put 
together by GAP’s landscape 
architect after meetings with 
residents and City Parks. White 
estimated the company’s 
expenses until now at $50,000.

GAP President Kay Hogan said 
the group is soliciting funds for 
expanded play equipment, some 
of which will be incorporated in 
a full-scale footprint of the Pride 
of Baltimore. Kate McShane 
of Streuver called for a “mini-
James Rouse Day” in the spring 
for neighborhood and Struever 
volunteers to do plantings that 
will make possible completion 
by the fall. Rouse was a 
visionary City developer.

WATERFRONT PARTNERSHIP

Laurie Schwartz of the 
Waterfront Partnership explained 
to the Homeowners how the 
currently volunteer association 
of harbor-side property owners 
are pursuing creation of a 
community benefits district, with 
taxing authority, to maintain and 
enhance the Promenade. She 
will be discussing the pros and 
cons with waterfront businesses 
and meeting with them on 
whether they wish to join.

Developer J.J. Clarke came before the Task Force 
late last month to announce major changes in his 
team attempting to restore City-owned Recreation 
Pier as a destination hotel–now to be an Aloft 
Hotel. His new equity partner is H&S, which 
had combined with Struever Bros. in a failing bid 
for the project two years ago. Clarke indicated 
that Struever would now be the contractor but a 
spokesman for the Locus Point company said it 
was negotiating with H&S for an equity role.

Clarke said H&S helped obtain Starwood to 
operate the hotel, now projected to 
have 130 rooms instead of the 185 
foreseen when he introduced Focus 
Development as a partner earlier 
this year. That combination failed 
and its proposed on-pier parking 
is abandoned in favor of the earlier 
promised off-site valet service. The 
original proposal foresaw a Kimpton’s 
boutique hotel. Starwood’s W Hotels 
chain is introducing a less expensive 
line with big rooms called Aloft that 
is targeted for the pier.

Negotiations on another original 
proposal, docking on the pier of 
Pride of Baltimore II, have failed, 
Clarke said, adding that a restau-
rant still is in the plans. Bob Keith, 
author of “Baltimore Harbor,” said, 
“We have lots of restaurants on 
Thames Street but we don’t have the 
Pride.” The boat is modeled on a 
schooner built in the ‘Point and was 
commissioned here, but it docks in 

the Inner Harbor. At the Homeowners’ meeting 
Nov. 1, Clarke said he would make another effort 
to bring home the Pride.

Clarke said he has told the City that the team, 
including Sylvan Cornblatt of Fell’s Point, will 
be ready to take possession of the pier early next 
year and to complete it early in ‘08. He estimated 
the cost at about $50 million, with the amount of 
time and money needed to rebuild damaged pil-
ings still unknown.

H&S Joins Rec Pier Team: 130-Room Aloft Hotel, Off-Site Parking

boats for the Constellation in the heavy-timbered 
waterside machine shop. But a joint grant also 
enables the individual boat building, which at least 
initially is to make use of high-quality kits–with a 
touch of lottery tossed in.

Describing a potential arrangement with salty 
enthusiasm, Pettingill said five would-be  
builders could form a team and buy, say, a kayak 
kit for about $1,000. An Annapolis firm sells a 
wide variety of kits at about that price. The team 
members would sign a binding pact and pay about 
$50 each for shop time and instruction. Upon 
completion of the boat a drawing would desig-
nate a sole owner, who would buy out the others’ 
stakes. They, having gained the experience, then 
might choose to buy and build their own kit  
Pettingill said he already has 30 prospects and 
hopes to start classes in January. The most appeal-
ing way to find Pettingill is to stop by the shop 
most afternoons, or 410.685.0295 ext. 486 or 
mpettingill@douglassmeyers.org

Fell’s Point was thick with shipyards in the epoch 
of sail. The Maritime Park honors Douglass, 
who was a caulker in his time here, and Meyers, 
whose caulking shipyard just west of the Park was 
uniquely black-owned. Living Classrooms and its 
students also will operate a sail-era version of a 
drydock, a marine railway to pull craft as large as 
its Lady Maryland out of water for repairs.

Fell’s Point is about to get back into boat building. 
Residents yearning to paddle their own canoe, or 
kayak, or maybe a dinghy, can take part at the new 
Frederick Douglass-Isaac Meyers Maritime Park on 
the west end of Thames Street. In the ground floor 
of the gloriously restored waterfront building–the 
oldest on the harbor–Marc Pettingill of Living 
Classrooms and the Constellation Museum plans to 
hold boat-building classes evenings and weekends.

Pettingill spent a career in the Coast Guard, 
specializing in wooden ships, before joining Living 
Classrooms eight years ago and helping build boats 
with students there. The primary job for him and 
shipwright Bruce McKenzie is to construct ship’s 

Maritime Park Brings Back Shipbuilding, Scaled Down

Marc Pettingill can put a kayak in your future. 



Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
Garbage Bags Are No
Longer Allowed

TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! Crews are picking 
up bagged leaves on the 
second trash day of the week 
through Jan. 27.

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization will meet on 
Tuesday, Nov. 14 at 7PM at the 
EBLO, 606 S. Ann St. to discuss 
speeding, running of red lights 
during rush hours, enforcement 
of truck traffic rules, expansion 
of residential parking and 
update of the proposed MTA 
Red Line. President Floyd 
Sowell will report on the 
October Task Force meeting. 
FPCO welcomes residents and 
property owners within Eastern 
Avenue to the water and 
Washington, and Caroline Sts. 

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at 8AM 
on first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. On third Tuesdays, 
the Board meets at 8AM in Tea-
ology, 1705 Eastern Avenue, 
followed by an Open Business 
Forum at 9AM, also in Tea-
ology, with all business  
owners welcome.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’ 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 675-6750.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!

LETTER FROM MAINE-I

Turbulent Times Recalled in Organizing the ‘Point
By Steve Bunker

The May and June issues included pieces on ex-Fell’s 
Pointer Steve Bunker, written by Mark Walker in his 
series on local characters. Bunker, who moved to Gray, 
Maine, in 1999, addressed this response to Mark:

Many thanks for your kind articles. It is nice to 
be remembered, but I should correct a couple of 
things regarding the fractious times in the commu-
nity in the ‘80s and early ‘90s.

Although the Owners, Renters, and Residents 
Association, ORRA, had been around for several 
years, by the late ‘80s membership declined to 
about a dozen, most of whom were in the renovat-
ed area west of the square. A few members decided 
that Fell’s Point needed to clean out the riffraff 
and to set a new upwardly mobile tone. The once 
primarily social group now veered toward activism.

The appropriate agencies were contacted and po-
litical pressure applied. Rowdy bars and hangouts 
were disciplined; underage drinkers were sent 
packing. Unfortunately, the activism didn’t end 
with the liquor trade. Soon restaurants were being 
visited by heavy-handed inspectors looking for 
the slightest infraction. Housing inspectors were 
demanding to see smoke detectors and fire escapes, 
even targeting elderly widows who rented a room 
as a mail drop for merchant seamen rarely in port. 
Even signage on small shops became targets.

All this attention would have been dismissed as a 
passing inconvenience, but for a chance remark by 
a newer resident who thought the village would 
be better when they ran off “the old people.” This 
impolitic comment spread through the community 
and people began asking questions. Inspectors who 
felt they were being used to settle personal squab-
bles revealed the names of three or four residents 
who were responsible for nearly all the complaints. 
They were from ORRA. What should have been a 
minor misunderstanding became a small civil war.

Since ORRA claimed to represent the interests of 
the area, a group of residents, bar owners and small 
shopkeepers decided to join. If I remember cor-
rectly, about 70 of us joined over the course of two 
meetings. Most of the old members didn’t want to 
continue their participation and left to form the 
Homeowners’ Association, this time adding highly 
restrictive membership qualifications. I was elected 
president of ORRA shortly afterward. We eventu-
ally signed between 200 and 300 members.

The organization was an open community group, 
which welcomed all residents, including immi-
grants, teachers, mariners, craftsmen, retirees and 
unemployed. Our meetings were open to everyone 
and I tried to encourage some of the disaffected 
members to return, albeit with limited success.

To be continued next month

Side Show to Tugboat Parade
Photo by Lew Diuguid

A sub-parade of downsized steamboats turned out to celebrate 
the 100th birthday of the steam tug Baltimore on Oct. 21. This 
sidewheeler, reflective of the harbor’s past, pulled out of the Ann 
Street cove, with Red Pier and the visiting Canadian frigate Toronto 
in the background. The weekend included a parade of aging tugs 
and a sailboat regatta.

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XV

Feathered Nest: Living Tribute to a Rare Saloon Bird
By Mark Walker

On New Year’s Eve, 1982, John and Alicia Horn 
bought a lesbian biker bar at 1712 Aliceanna 
Street and soon nudged it into a hangout for 
scotch-drinking jazz fans of a conservative bent 
who cared about their community. It became the 
Birds of a Feather that survives John’s death two 
years ago–cozy wall tables, fat sandwiches, a dart 
board in the back room and Alicia now in charge.

Since John Horn loved jazz, the music in the bar 
soon known as Birds attracted jazz birds. For a 
while, a city jazz organization met there monthly. 
And as John was a single-malt drinker, Birds ac-
cumulated more than 120 Scotches for adherents. 
John could be abrupt, but also funny–especially in 
his telling of a Fell’s Point history salted with the 
antics of Jeff Knapp, Steve Bunker and Dantini.

And as for his politics, Baltimore Guide Editor 
and customer Jackie Watts once wrote, “Long 
before Rush Limbaugh and Bill O’Reilly became 
popular, John Horn dispensed Republican  
political theory along with the Laphroaigs and 
Dalwhinnies. In younger days Birds became a  
refuge for that rare bird, the Maryland conserva-
tive. Over the cash register were lovingly rendered 
oil paintings of Ronald Reagan, Richard Nixon 
and Teddy Roosevelt.”

Born in Chambersburg, Pa., in 1945, John grew 
up in Baltimore, where his father, George W. 
Horn, was a painter and supervisor of art instruc-

tion for city schools. In 1968, John joined the 
National Guard and helped defend the armory 
and state office buildings during the riots that year. 
A decade later he helped build the subway.

As the bar evolved, John served as treasurer of the 
Fell’s Point Community Organization for nearly 
15 years. He actively opposed residential permit 
parking that he found unfair to business owners 
and some residents. Birds evolved into a FPCO 
situation room in that war of 1712 Aliceanna, 
even as John tinkered with his white 1966 Thun-
derbird out front. He’d say, “They don’t make cars 
like that anymore.” When John died of cancer in 
2004, we could say the same of bartenders. Alicia 
hosted a memorial service for John at Birds and 
the nest was never fuller the entire day.

Photo courtesy Alicia Horn/Jacquiline Greff
Horns occasionally catted the bar’s birds.


