
TThe he FFeeellll’’s ’s ’s PPoointerinter Monthly Publication 
of the Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol

September 2006 
Volume 8 Number 8

Happenings
BHWA INVITES PUBLIC SEPT. 20

The Baltimore Harbor Watershed 
Association, dedicated to 
cleanup of the estuary, will hold 
its annual public meeting on 
Wednesday, Sept. 20, at 7PM 
in Living Classrooms, 802 S. 
Caroline St, The speaker will 
be Delegate Maggie McIntosh, 
chair of the Environmental 
Matters Committee. 
Coordinator of BHWA is Megan 
Sines, (410) 563-7300 or 
msines@baltimorewaters.org

PROMENADE BLOCKED

Celebration of the Promenade’s 
virtual completion turned out 
to be premature in the June 
‘Pointer. The 200 yards between 
Bond Street Wharf and the 
newly opened Maritime Park of 
Living Classrooms is fenced off 
because the new construction 
there has failed.

Richard Chen of the City’s 
Department of Transportation 
acknowledged that several 
months have passed since the 
sinking of the brick walkway 
began, but he said the lengthy 
process of obtaining funds to 
repair the damage is underway. 
The City paid for the breakwater-
walkway but a private contractor 
did the job. Chen said the job 
was done improperly but did not 
specify responsibility.

THE 40TH ANNUAL FELL’S 
POINT FUN FESTIVAL 

October 7-8.  There is something 
to delight every member of 
your family at the 40th Annual 
Fell’s Point Fun Festival. We 
hope to see you there! For more 
information, call (410) 675-6756      
or e-mail: fpfunfest@aol.com.

SWINGER IN THAMES PARK

For more than 150 attendees, 
jazz swung forth from the 
gazebo in Thames Street 
Park on the evening of July 
20 as the Greenspace Action 
Partnership presented a trio 
led by Gary Thomas, director 
of jazz studies at the Peabody. 
Young couples picnicking with 
toddlers predominated but aging 
jazz fans crowded the benches, 
too. With a City grant, GAP was 
celebrating completion of its 
interim efforts in the ‘Point’s 
sole park and publicizing plans 
for its full renovation. GAP 
seeks volunteers in that effort 
on James Rouse Day, Saturday, 
Sept. 16, at 8AM. Struever 
Bros. Eccles & Rouse is helping 
to redevelop the park and its 
employees will be volunteering 
that day as well.

TT
Th e Town Crier, Pastor John Trautwein, is sum-
moning the community to gather on Monday, 
September 11, at 7:30PM in the Square for pre-
sentation of the 9/11 Selfl ess Community Service 
Awards to Robert C. Keith and Lucretia Fisher. 
Th is is the fourth year of the award, which was ini-
tiated by PJ, and it is fi rst time that two have been 
selected–one for present eff orts and one for past.

Keith is the sea captain of Bond Street, a prolifi c 
volunteer on issues from parking to transportation, 
a persistent protester at hearings when Fell’s Point 
issues are in jeopardy, and author of the bible on 
the port, “Baltimore Harbor.” For most of his 
quarter century here he was associated fi rst with 
the skipjack Minnie V and then the buy boat Half 
Shell, making both available for education but also 
for neighborhood strategy sessions on calm waters.

Last year, Keith denounced the City’s having al-
lowed dockage of the commercial Black-Eyed Susan 
paddle wheeler on the public Broadway Pier as an 
anachronism and a violation of pier policy. When 
the City offi  cials admitted being unaware of such a 
policy, Keith produced it, brought it up to date and 
saw it put in place–although the ‘Susan remains.

Th e citation for Keith notes that “he has writ-
ten more letters of protest to Th e Sun than it has 
printed, which is considerable. But he has also 
infused that journal with the Fell’s point of view.”

Fisher has retired from the current confl icts but 
she is recognized for her key role as a resilient 
property owner in the road fi ght that saved the 
community almost 40 years ago. She was the fi rst 
president of the Preservation Society, she remains 
its inspiration, and she recently gave the Society 
her historic house at 1732 Th ames Street. It is to 
become a teaching site as a contemporary of the 
War of 1812.

Among past awardees were the fi rst, in 2003, 
Nancy Conrad, who is prime founder of Citizens 
on Patrol and Th e Fell’s Pointer, and last year’s, 
Jacquie Greff , author of “Images of America: Fell’s 
Point” and distributor of the volunteer ‘Pointer. 

Keith and Fisher to Receive 9/11 Award in Square Monday

Photo by Lew Diuguid 
Bob Keith cadges lunch between signings of his “Baltimore 

Harbor” at Vane Brothers last year. 

If you’ve ever heard the Rev. John Trautwein speak, 
be it on the fate of the St. Stanislaus properties or 
the triumph of Fell’s Point in the War of 1812, 
the word that likely comes to mind is compassion. 
He loves this community’s eff ort to maintain its 
character under the siege of politicians, investors 
and businessmen with often personal agendas.

It was compassion cast with a larger net that 
caused Pastor Jack, or PJ, as he is best known, to 
create the 9/11 Selfl ess Community Service Award 
to commemorate the 2001 terrorist attack. 

Baltimore-born PJ, 68, learned his history at Get-
tysburg College and urban studies in Lutheran 
seminary. About 1974, he discovered Fell’s Point 
and soon opened P.J.’s Place on Lancaster Street, a 
Ma & Pa sort of shop with Christmas ornaments 
preeminent. In 1987, PJ became Town Crier. 
Federal Hill had partnered with Fell’s Point to cel-

ebrate the bicentennial of adoption of the Consti-
tution, and PJ happened to have a period costume.

Soon Trautwein was off ering Easter, Th anksgiv-
ing, and Christmas Eve services at the Vagabond 
Th eater or on the pier at the foot of Broadway. Th e 
most requested event is his Town Crier stroll to 
bless houses on Christmas morning in colonial garb 
and escorted by his dog Duff y. It began as a way to 
thank neighbors for their patronage. Th e emporium 
nearly was destroyed by a fi re in 2001. In turn, the 
neighbors pitched in to help PJ on his losses.

Ex-street dog Duff y, 12, helped save the historic 
but destitute London Coff ee House and George 
Wells House at Th ames and Bond Streets from 
demolition in 1998. Duff y was walking PJ and took 
him on an uncustomary route behind the build-
ings—where PJ spotted the demolition notices and 
sounded the alarm. (Th e full story is in Jacquie 
Greff ’s “Images of America: Fell’s Point,” at the 
Visitor’s Center.)

John carries history along on his rounds. Th e next 
time you see him, ask why Fell’s Point hardly has 
any mosquitoes. Each day through September 
17 you can fi nd him on the Broadway Square 
at 2PM giving news bulletins from Hampstead 
Hill and beyond as he reenacts the War of 1812. 
At other times of the year you’re apt to see him 
off ering proclamations and greeting visiting ships. 
When he isn’t preaching at his church in Howard 
County, he teaches tour guides and others about 
the history of Fell’s Point at the Preservation Soci-
ety, where he is a board member.

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XIII

Pastor Jack: Compassion Personifi ed in Period Garb
By Mark Walker

Pastor John Trautwein with the winner of last 
year’s 9/11 Award, Jacquie Greff.

Tenor Ian Sims and leader 
Gary Thomas give Thames 
Park a lift. Drummer Dan 
Marcellus is obscured.



Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
Garbage Bags Are No
Longer Allowed

TRASH

Place trash outside in cans 
or after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. All Trash must go 
in cans!

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Fell’s Point Community Fell’s Point Community 
Organization:Organization: Special meeting at 
7PM Tuesday, Sept. 12 at EBLO, 
606 S. Ann, to discuss with 
Preservation Society the future 

of the wooden 
houses on 
Wolfe St. 
Regular 
meetings 
will resume 
on second 
Tuesdays, 
same venue, 
starting in 
November. 

Douglass Douglass 
Place: Third 
Wednesday 
of every 
other month 
at the Polish 
National 
Alliance, 
1637 Eastern 
Avenue, (410) 
563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealerss Point Antique Dealers’
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

The Fell’s Point Development The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp.Corp. Board meets at 8AM 
on fi rst Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. On third Tuesdays, 
the Board meets at 8AM in Tea-
ology, 1705 Eastern Avenue, 
followed by an Open Business 
Forum at 9AM, also in Tea-
ology, with all business owners 
welcome.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center, (410) 675-6750 ext 10.

Society for the Preservation of Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill:
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net. 
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!thanks!

Some Improvements Seen in Police Response to a Problematic Duo
by Colleen Doering

A particularly troublesome duo in Fell’s Point at 
last are getting attention from police. Th e alleged 
prostitute and her “manager” have tormented 
residents for months with activities including pros-
titution, drug activity, loitering, threats of violence 
and fi ghting in public.

After mention of the pair in a ‘Pointer article on 
police responsiveness last spring, accounts have 
poured in from the neighborhood–sparking calls 
to address the broader responsiveness issues that 
these two represent. While neighbors’ concerns 
grow, the police are indeed responding. Some ear-
lier had referred to them as “harmless” and others 
simply reported that there was nothing they could 
do. Th en Sgt. Frederick Dillon–head of the vice 
squad for the Southeast District–stepped in.

Residents in the 400 block of Durham Street have 
had a particularly hard time with the two. Fights at 
any hour occurred regularly in front of the house 
where one of the “partners in crime” is said to have 
lived with a relative. Sgt. Dillon confronted the 
homeowner and informed her of the possible con-
sequences of police deeming her home a “nuisance 
property.” With that, the “troublesome party” was 
evicted and her presence constituted trespassing, 
She was informed that she could be arrested if 
caught on the block.

Th is hasn’t stopped her “visits” entirely. But the 
situation is improving and the wheels are in mo-

tion for relieving those who have had to live with 
the repeated interruptions. Response by police 
continues to improve. When the other member of 
the duo was spotted leaving a building on South 
Ann Street after a break-in, neighbors were pleased 
with the reaction:

Th e police, who 
seemed to be tiring 
of the audacity of 
the criminal activity, 
located the suspect 
within hours and he 
left the scene in the 
back of the offi  cers’ 
vehicle. Patience 
and persistence 
paid. Residents 
are encouraged to 
continue to call in 
criminal activity. 
If the response is 
ineff ective, follow 
up with Offi  cer 
Melvin Penn, most easily reached at Melvin.
Penn@BaltimorePolice.org.

Th e Fell’s Pointer is leading eff orts for a web-based 
electronic network linking all parties in southeast 
Baltimore interested in tracking security concerns and 
police response. Watch for coverage in October. 

Although painfully slow and often irritating, the 
judicial process did produce satisfactory results for 
my two friends and me, who, as reported in the 
June Fell’s Pointer, were victims of a home inva-
sion almost a year ago.

In early August, the chapter largely closed with a 
long-awaited trial and two convictions. Th at violent 
evening produced a delayed investigation, seemingly 
haphazard gathering of evidence, and troublous 
general response by police. Th e victims’ resourceful-
ness helped produce a positive identifi cation of the 
three suspects. Th e third also awaits trial.

It is amazing how long a court case can drag on. 
For a devastating ordeal that lasted just over an 
hour, the aftermath left the lives of all aff ected in 
a frozen state. Th e victims felt relief when one of 
the perpetrators pled guilty in the spring and was 
sentenced to several years in prison. Th is was the 
fi rst sign that maybe things could fall into place 
and allow the victims to heal.

In early August, the second perpetrator received a 
sentence of 15 years after weeks of court appear-
ances and our having to testify. I remember sitting 
only a few feet from the defendant and talking 
nonchalantly as if this were like any other task I 

did that day. Yet my testimony was about to send 
somebody to prison for over a decade.

In the end, I wonder if the assailants ever thought 
it was worth it. Th reatening the lives of three 
strangers with weapons, stealing $1,000 and hu-
miliating the victims sounds like an act of despera-
tion that most people don’t even allow to enter 
their consciousness. 

We victims are now able to put these events in our 
past and learn from the process–the importance of 
maintaining vigilance in the city, contributing to 
crime awareness, and meeting with police to have 
access to resources. 

Convictions, and Lessons, in Armed Break-in
By George Zokle

Making a Point in St. Stans Debate
Owners of St. Stanislaus properties 
made a dusty beginning in July on their 
disputed project by tearing down the 
former rectory at Ann and Aliceanna 
Streets. Most of several buildings behind 
the shovel are to come down for new 
townhouses. The long-vacant church, at 
left, is to be converted into Mother Seton 
School. No further demolition had yet 
occurred at edition time. 

left, is to be converted into Mother Seton 

Preservation’s Read Dies
In a remembrance of the ‘Point’s past, the Sun 

reported on Aug. 31 the death two days 
earlier of H. Roland Read, 78, who was president 

of the Preservation Society 1973-5 and 
earlier conceived the Fun Festival as a means 

of paying for its efforts. “Fell’s Point would 
not have survived without Roland,” said Jack 

Lapides of Baltimore Heritage.

Read, like pioneer Lucretia Fisher (see story 
at top of page), bought properties to 

prevent their demolition–including the Port 
Mission. The Read family has asked that 

donations be made to the Preservation Society. 


