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Ethnic Poles are fewer but some attend at Holy Cross

Churches of Broadway-VII
Born of Schism, Polish National Endures

About 100 years ago, when Poles were as thick as
Belgian blocks on the streets of Fell's Point and most
attended St. Stanislaus Kostka Church on Ann Street, a
falling out among parishioners from diverse sections of
Poland carried their dispute into schism. The separatists
set up their own service, and soon turned to an alterna-
tive Catholic entity headquartered in Scranton, Pa., the
Polish National Church. Its affiliates tended to appear in
industrial cities where Polish immigrants found work.
The local group built the Holy Cross Polish National
Church at 210 S. Broadway, whose spire still dominates
that block today.

Dan Koc of Fleet Street recounted the history of that
congtegation, one of his relatives having been a mem-
ber. Koc led an ultimately failing effort to have St, Stans,
after it closed in 2000, become a museum church. Its
diminished congregation already had been twinned
with St. Kasimir's in Canton. The building now is to be
expanded for the Mother Seton School next door. That
building in turn would come down to make way for
townhouses.

The Holy Cross congregation also is diminished and
indeed it put the church on the real estate market two
years ago. The church leader did not respond to an
effort to discuss the situation. But the agent who had
attempted to sell the building said the church took it off
the market a year ago following a decision to keep the
congregation going. Small numbers continue to meet

there.

$3 Million Props Rec Pier Project

Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. and Compuroller William
D. Schaefer brought $3 million is state historic tax
credits for redevelopment of Rec Pier to a waterside
press conference last month that underlined public
support for a private effort to convert much of the ven-
erable building into a boutique hotel. J.J. Clarke, lead-
ing the development team, had said the state funds
were critical to the project even though they are a small
portion the investment needed in the mult-million-
dollar undertaking,

Restrictions on the historic credits program imposed
by the last legislature limited the total amount available
to city projects to $10 million and Rec Pier was one of
two to receive the individual maximum allowable, $3
million. Ehrlich and Schaefer criticized this blunting of
what they said was a broadly successful development
tool for the city. Ehrlich invoked an earlier waterfront
performance by then-Mayor Schaefer, who as part of
his successful pursuit of the Acquarium two decades
ago took a dive into the Inner Harbor. This time, with-
out a splash, Ehrlich handed sometime Fell's Point res-
ident Schaefer a commemorative rubber duck on
Thames Street.

Clarke has indicated that the initial phase of the proj-
ect, rebuilding the deteriorated underpinnings of the
pier, could begin this fall. Restoration of the ballroom
above the pier's massive ground-level arch would fol-
low. The 145-room Kimpton Hotel is to use the ball-
room but also to make it available for community
activities. During much of the reconstruction phase,
Moran tugs are to relocate.

Cardin's Bills to Provide
Funds for Cleaner Harbor

Congressman Ben Cardin announced e of leg-
islation tgcf improve the quality of Ch@apeaﬂzsl%% watg;s,
indluding the harbor. He cited $6 million for a regional
pilot program to help in removing nutrients such as fer-
tlizer runoff. Also included was his request for addition-
al funds for the Environmental Protection Agency’s pro-
vision of grants to local organizations to build citizen-
based stewardship of the bay, such as the Baldmore
Harbor Watershed Association.

Last year, 93 projects received from $5,000 to
$50,000. "Finally, I am also pleased that the Parks &
People Foundation will receive $197,000 in additional
funding to help restore the Baltimore urban watershed,"
said the Third District Democrat.

The BHWA is working with the City to establish a
ilot trash interception project at Harris Creek, where it
ﬁows into the harbor below Boston Street. Trash enter-
ing the underground creck from storm drains will be
captured in netting at the oudet and hauled away by
truck. Construction is to begin this fall at City expense
and the Association is to assume maintenance expense

after the first year.

Dantinis Dignity Was Contagious, Even Magical

About this time my college colleagues started fre-
quenting the old Peabody Book Shop & Beer Stube, a
musty, cluttered second-hand bookstore at 913 N.
Charles St. In better times it was a speakeasy and hang-
out of H.L. Mencken, Baltimore's acerbic sage. Dantini
performed at the Peabody several dmes a night, seven
nights a week, with a 15-minute magic act that never
changed during his nearly 15-year run. Many who fre-
quented the Peabody could recite every word from his
act; I was one of those.

The show always started with Dantini making a lic
cigarette vanish in a handkerchief. Following this was a
series of sleight-of-hand manipulations with a golf ball.
Next, Dantini presented a popular conjuring effect
known as the “Miser’s Dream,” whereby an endless
stream of coins—his own tokens-—-appeared and van-
ished at his fingertips.

Dantini thoroughly entertained the crowd with his

Continied from page 1...
card sleights and flourishes. Just before the close of his

act he invited a young lady from the audience and seem-
ingly pulled a scarf through her neck. He finished with
the dlassic Chinese Linking Rings, which mysteriously
connected and disconnected. After a polite round of
applause, the gentle-faced magician proceeded around
the room, collecting tips in a small pan. Usually he
retired to a small table in a dark corner for something to
eat and drink while waiting for another performance
later that evening,

The Peabody drew legions of college students, busi-
nessmen and traveling celebrities. Local artists found in
Dantini’s baleful expression a source of inspiration and
he was immortalized on canvas by students of the
Maryland Institute. His portraits by prominent
Baltimore artist Joe Sheppard hang in Los Angeles and
Wiashington. In March of 1976 the Fell's Point Gallery
featured a showing of Dantini portraits

Schedules

Trash

Place trash outside in cans or, after
6AM on collection day, in plastic bags.
Mondays and Thursdays but no holi-
days.

Recycling

Place outside by 7AM on collection
day. Glass, metal and plastc in blue
plastic bags. Mondays, Sept. 12,19,26.

Paper and cardboard in paper bags,
cardboard boxes or tied with string.

Fridays, Sept. 9,16,23,30.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Wednesday of
every other month at the Polish
National ~ Alliance,1637  Eastern
Avenue, 410.563.1297.

Fell's Point Antique Dealers’ Associ-
ation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organization:
Second Mondays, 7PM, Fell's Point
Visitor Center, 410.276.5471.

Fell’s Point Development Corp.: 9AM
every Tuesday, Max’s on Broadway.
Open to all. 410.675.8900.

Fell's Point Homeowners Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Berthas 2nd
Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: Second
Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor Center,
410.675.6750 ext 10.

Society for the Preservation of Fell’s
Point and Federal Hill: Call
410.675.6750.

The Fell's Pointer is published
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s Point
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. Questions,
input and participation in patrols
and this newsletter are welcome.

Phone 410.342.7354
E-mail fpcop@verizon.net
Online www.fpcop.com
Write to PO. Box 6137

Baltimore, MD 21231




