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Happenings

How Os, Yanks Began: Here!
By David Johnson
Fell Street 
 You can’t drink in baseball history any more 
intoxicating than what you will find at 1800 
Thames St. in Penny Black Tavern. Local historians 
recently unearthed documents that indicate the 
old tavern could be the birthplace of not one, 
but two legendary teams: the original Baltimore 
Orioles and, incredibly, their arch rivals, the New 
York Yankees.
      Back in 1863, baseball was a popular local 
pastime but not an organized national sport. Fell’s 
Point historians recently discovered documents 
showing that in that year the family of John H. Von 
Der Horst, of German descent, started this tavern. 
John ran one of Baltimore’s largest breweries, the 
Eagle Brewery and Malt Works, on Belair Rd. just 
above North Ave. His son Harry (Henry R.) became 
the brewer. And a cousin, also named John, signed 
the lease on the tavern where it’s a good bet Van 
Der Horst family beer flowed freely.
 In 1882, the American Baseball Association 
was formed and a franchise issued to Baltimore 
for the princely sum of $50. That summer, the Von 
Der Horsts purchased that new franchise and be-
came owners of the first pro baseball team in this 
city—calling it the Orioles after Maryland’s official 
orange and black birds, the colors of the Calverts. 
John’s son Harry built the first ballpark for the fam-
ily’s new team and sold his brewery’s beers there 
before, during, and well after the season ended. 
He built a total of three ballparks in the city, the 
last of which was a double decker.
      The team didn’t fare well for well over a de-
cade. The elder Von Der Horst, disenchanted with 
baseball, died before the Orioles hit their stride. 
In 1892, Harry hired Ned Hanlon to manage and 
run his team, which was then part of The National 
League. That’s when the “Birds” took off. They won 
the pennant in 1894, repeated the feat in 1895 and 
’96, when they swept Cleveland to win the Temple 
Cup. In 1897 they finished second but took the last 
Temple Cup Series, defeating the pennant-winning 
Boston Beaneaters.
      Then the story took an out-of-town twist. Due 
to a cut in size of the National League, the Os were 
one of four teams to be eliminated. Hanlon and 
Von Der Horst traded the team to a New York syn-
dicate for stock and remained in control. Both men 
moved to New York but Hanlon’s heart remained 
in Baltimore. He tried in vain to return the team to 
their beloved hometown. Instead they eventually 
became today’s New York Yankees.
      The historic Fell’s Point tavern that (Continued)

Easter Service, and a Concert
Green 2-Kiosk Square,
More Damp Than Wet 

 Although consultations about city designs to 
renovate Broadway Square date back to 2009, with 
meetings then to elicit community preferences, 
many attendees sensed that the Department of 
Transit—why DOT?—already knew what it wanted 
to do. And it had the money, $3.3 million. The 
motivations turned out to be buttressing of under-
ground utilities, such as electricity to fuel events 
on the bricks, reduction of runoff, and meeting 
flood-plain demands to keep the lemonade kiosk 
dry. And DOT wanted a water feature. Isn’t that the 
harbor? asked the skeptics.
 Meetings were suspended for the Great Reces-
sion but DOT revisited community groups last year 
with now essentially complete plans: two kiosks (in 
the hands of the city’s Markets Authority, with still 
no suggestion of who might occupy the second 
one), benches, as many trees as now but more 
apt—and a street-people-proof spouting water 
feature so modest that youngsters can run through 
it, day hours only. 
 At the March 2 Residents’ meeting, an archi-
tectural team hired by DOT again walked through 
the plans and stirred lively debate on acknowl-
edging that the two new kiosks are to be about a 
third bigger and higher than the current pretzel 
stand. Suggestions from the crowded floor varied 
from foregoing the second kiosk, to praise of it, to 
abandoning the current stand as a model in favor 
of trying something new and innovative.
 No one lamented that the more florid granite 
corner pieces from the last Square makeover are 
to go. A fairly recent resident at a prior meeting 
asked if the refurbished Square shouldn’t focus on 
a monument, perhaps a sculpture of Admiral Fell. 
Titters followed among the old guard, knowing 
that the admiral of the Fell Hotel is as mythological 
as a consensus at a community meeting, and could 
never be on the Square.
 Construction will require closing off the Square 
but DOT promises it will not start until after this 
October’s Fun Fest and will be completed by the 
time of the next. Fates of the interim farmers’ and 
flea markets are in flux. Michael Recigliano, first printed in May, 2012

 From the waterside, Rec Pier cur-
rently looks like a gift box, wrapped 
in white, waiting to be opened before 
Christmas. The fabric shields work-
ers repointing brick for Sagamore 
Development’s future hotel. As for 
the three cannons found beneath 
the pier, state archaeologists dis-
claim them after lengthy research. 
Greg Hermandorfer of Kevin Plank’s 
company said, “We were just recent-
ly notified that the cannons belong 
to Sagamore. We have a specialist 
now starting the restoration, which 
apparently can take up to a year.  
The specialist believes each can-
non is from a different time period, 
but won’t have more info for us until 
they can get more of the debris off 
the cannons. Our interior designer is 
looking for the best places to display 
the cannons in the hotel.”

3 Briny Cannons Await Hotel 

 The Rev. Jack Trautwein will con-
duct Easter Sunrise Service on March 
27 at 6:30AM on Broadway Pier.
 Also, Lithuanian-born Agne G, a 
14-year-old soprano classical/cross-
over singer from Chicago—winner of 
Carnegie Hall’s International prodigy 
youth classical award—will sing 
Sunday, April  2, at 7PM in the Scot-
tish Rite Temple, 3800 N. Charles 
St., to benefit its Children’s Speech 
and Language Center. The 1933 
temple is one of Baltimore’s historic 
landmarks. Tickets from $15 to $50; 
sponsorship, with reception, $100-
500. On-line sales: www.mdscottish-
rite.org/concert-tickets/ Direct sales: 
410.243.3200, Mon.-Fri., 10AM-3PM. 
More info:pjtowncrier@gmail.com.



 Lawyer Matt McDaniel, 27, of Canton is a 
Republican in the crowded contest to replace re-
tiring District 1 City Council Jim Kraft--even while 
acknowledging that the last GOP councilman city-
wide was 73 years ago. His explanation: “Though it 
may be easy to look at [the city’s] statistics and try 
to demonize people’s ideas, I want the district and 
the city to focus on the future. No one person or one 
party should be guaranteed to have your vote.”  And 
there are two more Republicans among the nine 
candidates! Liz Copeland of Canton is a city govern-
ment administrator and the sole African-American 
contestant. Jennifer Susan Dudley of Bayview is a 
school guidance counselor.
 McDaniel expresses firm affiliation with 
GOP Gov. Larry Hogan and 
puts business growth and 
crime control high on his 
agenda. He describes his 
law practice as defending 
businesses in lawsuits. He is 
single, a graduate of Loyola 
and University of Baltimore 
Law School. Asked about 
Fell’s Point issues, he said, 
“Regarding traffic clogging, especially in Fell’s, we 
are dealing with over 40 years of poor planning by 
elected officials. The people in the area have been 
making their concerns known, but no one is listening 
at City Hall. 
 “I am committed to finishing Central Ave. and 
making the bypasses around Historic Fell’s Point 
more accessible to commuters. The only way we can 
get real reduction in traffic, mostly coming from out-
side the neighborhood, is to make it less appealing 
to drive through Fell’s Point. Completing bypasses is 
the first step to getting some much-needed relief.”
 Regarding bars and restaurants, “We live in an 
area where we want people to come and experience 
the culture of our community but we also need them 
to respect that people live and make their homes in 
Fell’s Point. Local bars and restaurants, in conjunc-
tion with community leaders, should act to promote 
a ‘Point where people can come and have fun, but 
also stay safe and responsible. This is actually good 
business sense as people who enjoy themselves will 
keep coming back and helping the local economy.”
 Addressing citywide issues, McDaniel focuses 
particularly on the city government’s audits, find-
ing them infrequent, inadequate or absent: “Any 
program, institution or department that gets over 
$1 million annually from the General Fund should 
face continuing audits.”
 Copeland, 38, brings an unusual perspective 
to the southeast. In an extensive interview with The 
Guide, she describes herself as an ex-Democrat who, 
working in Housing, then the Liquor Board and now 
for the Department of Social Services, concluded 
that the decades of Democratic dominance here 
have devolved into a government often corrupt, 
recirculating programs that have failed in the past. 
“I believe in making sure the pothole gets filed,” she 
said. Describing early years as an adoptee as a child, a 
single mother, now married with three children and 
education that includes an MA in policy manage-
ment from George Washington.

     “I share that experience 
because I am s feminist 
and I believe that women 
are powerful and have the 
ability to bring in such posi-
tive change,” She calls for 
community policing. “My 
conservatism isn’t rooted 
in theology, I am pro-choice 
and pro-marriage equality. . 
. . The First District is able to 

put party affiliation aside and choose the candidate 
based on the person.”
 Dudley, 50, the school counselor, told The Sun 
she is a moderate Republican, with the priority of 
increasing police presence in the community. While 
The Sun noted heavy spending by several of the 
Democratic candidates—three of them collecting 
more than $100,000 (Feb. 17), the Republicans seem 
lower key, heavily reliant on Facebook as a medium. 
The primaries are April 26.

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. 
Bond St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s 
Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real es-
tate in Fell’s Point and throughout 
Baltimore, 410.375.4200; and Jim-
my’s Restaurant, 801 S.Broadway, 
410.327.3273.   
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast.
net. Additional graphics support by 
Jacquie Greff, TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid
410.732.8232

PRINTER AD

Trash and Recycling  
Schedules

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

How Os, Yanks Began - cont. from front

3 Republicans Contest
For Kraft’s Council Seat 

‘Venus in Fur’ at Corner March 11
 “Venus in Fur,” a sex comedy/
mystery by David Ives, opens 
Friday, March 11 at the Corner 
Theater, 251 S. Ann St., running 
through April 3. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, $20, at 8PM. Sundays, 
$15, at 2. Tickets www.fpct.org. 
Pay What You Can Thursdays, 
March 17 and 24.

Vagabond Offers ‘The Normal 
Heart’ Through March 20
 Now at the Vagabond Theater, 
806 S. Broadway, weekends 
through March 20 is “The Normal 
Heart” by Larry Kramer, a Tony 
Award winner about the early 
years of the AIDS epidemic, tar-
geting the silence of the govern-
ment, media, and public. Directed 
by Howard Berkowitz. Fridays 
and Saturdays 8; Sunday 2. Tick-
ets www.vagabondplayers.org or 
at the door, $10-$20.

Matt McDaniel

Liz Copeland

the Van Der Horst family owned, where early Ori-
oles players and fans alike must have shared beer 
and strong drink, is also rumored to be haunted. 
Odds are it is the ghost of manager Ned Hanlon 
trying to return his old team to their hometown. 
The tavern stayed in the Von Der Horst family name 
until 1908 and has had several owners since. Her-
bert and Leonard Zientak owned and ran it as the 
Five Point from the early 1950s until 1976, when 
Chuck Doering bought and ran it as John Steven, 
named after his son’s teddy bear. In 2007 he sold 
the business but retained the property.
       Last year, Chuck and his family returned and 
reopened it as Penny Black on July 21. That is 133 
summers since the saloon came to bat in what per-
haps even then was known as inside baseball. The 
Orioles tweeted along in the minor International 
League until 1954, when a local consortium, hav-
ing bought the St. Louis Browns, brought them to 
Baltimore as the again airborne Orioles. 
 Here’s to the four-bagger, ex-Five-Point tavern: 
Os Opening Day is April 4!

History at Risk, the Baltimore-based web series 
that began in Fell’s Point, has started its biweekly 
2016 season. The first episode is on the Baltimore 
Tattoo Museum.  The second, Gangs of Balti-
more, is based on an interview with Fell’s Point 
restaurant manager Jeff Bejima. The third, on 
Edgar Allen Poe, will air this weekend.  Episodes 
can be viewed at http://www.historyatrisk.com 
a web site provided by Fell’s Point video produc-
tion company Tonal Vision. The History at Risk 
web site also hosts electronic issues of The Fell’s 
Pointer and lots of other Fell’s Point information. 
—Jacquie Greff of TonalVision and of the Pointer

Ray Weber of Ann St. Dies at 84
 Ray Weber, born and raised in Fell’s Point, died 
at 84 on Feb. 13 at his Ann St. home. He represented 
the second generation running the Weber Funeral 
Home at the corner of Ann & Aliceanna Sts. until his 
retirement several years ago. Ray will be remem-
bered holding court on his marble steps, where he 
dished out opinions and discussed the Orioles and 
Ravens, politics, permit parking, and closing of St. 
Stanislaus Koska Church across the street.  Ray and 
his wife Gloria were active in the parish. He lamented 
the loss to time of the founding congregation, point-
ing out that he had buried most of them. The couple 
put on a wonderful crab feast every summer in St. 
Stan’s great hall, also departed. Ray appeared in sev-
eral episodes of HBO’s Homicide: Life on the Streets 
as funeral director, with his ‘59 Cadillac hearse. He 
is survived by Gloria, a daughter, son-in-law and a 
grandson. --Dan Kuc, Aliceanna St.


