
By Mark Gaither
Principal, Wolfe Street Academy
 While there has been a school at 
the corner of S. Wolfe and Gough 
Sts. since 1852, Wolfe Street Acad-
emy has occupied the space since 
2005.  On Dec. 17, the Baltimore 
City Public School Board of Com-
missioners will vote on the recom-
mendation to grant the Academy, 
a public school with Charter Status 
operated by The Baltimore Curricu-
lum Project, its third charter that will 
govern the school until 2020.
 The process started nearly two 
years ago, with many steps--includ-
ing a School Effectiveness Review 
conducted by the school district 
that found, after an extensive docu-
ment review and a two-day onsite 
visit, the grade school to be highly 
effective. This is borne out by data 
provided by the prestigious Abell 
Foundation showing that the Acad-
emy over nine years has moved from 
being the 77th highest performing 
elementary school in the city to its 
current position as No. 2—next to 
Roland Park Elementary, the most 
affluent in the district.  Our student 
body, now exceeding 200, rises from 
far lower prospects.
 Abell Foundation looks at the 
data of the Maryland School Assess-
ment scores in reading and math 
and puts them on a spreadsheet 
with various indicators, including 
Free and Reduced Meals (poverty) 
percentages. The results are of-
fered not as a scientific study but 
as a data point to consider. We have 
consistently advanced over our nine 
years. And we did this with our de-
mographic population remaining 
basically the same--about 96% Free 
and Reduced Meals and an increase 
from 72% to 78% of students taking 
English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages. Poverty and 

By David Gleason FAIA
President of Preservation Society 1982-5
 Just around the corner from crowded Thames 
Street is the Robert Long House at 812 S. Ann 
Street, the very image of a well-maintained 18th 
century colonial residence. However, this is only 
the most recent phase in the long and varied 
history of this treasure. Celebrating the 250th an-
niversary of its completion in 2015, the house tells 
the stories of the rise of Fell’s Point as a major East 
Coast port, the growth then decline of American 
industrial technologies, the diverse and multiple 
waves of immigration for over 180 years and now 
the rise of a modern, vibrant historic seaport 
neighborhood.
 The Preservation Society is sponsoring a year-
long series of free lectures and panel discussions 
to highlight the history of Fell’s Point through the 
lens of the house. Tours will explore the themes 
of the lectures. The opening event,  to announce 
and underwrite the lectures and tours, will be 
a fund-raising, $100 per person reception with 
food and drink on Thursday, Jan. 22 at the Visitor 
Center, 1724 Thames. Tickets can be purchased 
at RLH250.eventbrite.com. Sen. Barbara Mikulski 
will serve as honorary chairman of the anniversary 
celebration.  
 The initial lecture, on March 26, focuses on the 
early economic development of Fell’s Point and will 
feature recently retired State Archivist Edward C. 
Papenfuse Jr. On April 30 Helena Hicks will speak 
on the African-American experience in Fell’s Point 
from 1760 to 1860. Jean Baker, former dean of the 
history department at Goucher College, will give 
the last lecture on Oct. 15 that will detail the his-
tory and impact of immigration on Fell’s Point from 
1870 to 1930. As the last free event of the year, the 
Society is sponsoring a Nov. 12 panel discussion 
on the role of preservation in revitalizing historic 
neighborhoods. 
  The house, through its architecture, has re-
flected the fortunes of the neighborhood. Initially 
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In 1960, the house had a third floor and wore a red cap. The post-1985 restoration photo is by Charles Norton.

the 1765 structure served as the residence and of-
fice of a prosperous merchant, who used the port 
for importing and exporting goods to a national, 
then international, market. In the 1870s the colonial 
architecture of the house changed to mirror the 
need for more space in a dense neighborhood to 
accommodate the growing immigrant population. 
The result: removal of its gable roof and dormer and 
construction of a full third floor with an Italianate 
cornice. Then, to mark the long decline of Fell’s 
Point, the surviving 18th and 19th century interiors 
were radically altered to create open assembly space 
for a neighborhood political club in the 1950s. By 
1965 there was little market for this greatly changed 
and deteriorating structure that then reflected an 
economically distressed neighborhood.
 By the 1970s the fortunes of the house 
changed again. Fell’s Point became the center 
of a renewed interest in historic neighborhoods 
and the rise of the preservation movement in 
Baltimore. The threat of a federal highway going 
through this neighborhood galvanized early sup-
porters of preservation, becoming the basis for 
the formation of the Society for the Preservation 
of Fell’s Point and Montgomery Street, 
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 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer thanks its 
four sustaining sponsors, One-Eyed Mike’s 
Tavern, 708 S. Bond St., 410.327.0445; 
Duda’s Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real estate 
in Fell’s Point and throughout Baltimore, 
410.375.4200; and Jimmy’s Restaurant, 
801 S.Broadway, 410.327.3273.  
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warren-
communications@comcast.net. Addi-
tional graphics support byJacquie Greff, 
TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

30 Yrs. Later, Massey 
Memories Linger

Robert Long House - cont. from front

 More than 300 mostly young 
Olde Tymers defied rain predictions 
last Saturday at 9AM to greet St. 
Nicholas arriving by Moran tug—
the 9th reenactment of what has 
become a Main Street tradition. 
This year’s St. Nic looked more like 
a shopping mall Santa, however, 
dispensing with the medieval robes 
and scepter favored by the origi-
nator of the event, Mark Walker. 
As the new-age Mr. Claus, Buddy 
Carpenter of Joppatown, posed for 
photos during breakfast at pier side, 
the crowd drifted into the Square, 
which was crowded with stalls 
selling food, coffee and unusual 
giftware. By afternoon, the rain 
came but seemed less important, 
attention having shifted to eggnog 
and pub crawls. The Moran tug, an 
ex-resident of Rec Pier, had long 
since puffed off to Canton.

Olde Tymers Dodge Rain

By Michael J. Lisicky 
Assistant Towne Crier
 Many people remember Edith 
Massey for her work in John Waters’ 
movies. But in addition to her roles such 
as the Egg Lady in “Pink Flamingos,” Car-
lotta in “Desperate Living,” and Cuddles in 
“Polyester,” most long-time Fell’s Pointers 
remember her as a barmaid at Pete’s Ho-
tel, a punk rock singer with “hits” such as 
“Punks Get Off the Grass’” and “Big Girls 
Don’t Cry” and as the owner of Edith’s 
Shopping Bag. Edith’s small shop was 
best described as a “punk-junk” vintage 
clothing store, at 726 S. Broadway, which 
occupied the northern half of today’s 
Poppy & Stella store. 
     According to Tony Norris, Bertha’s owner and 
a business neighbor, Edith was a “pleasant, kind, 
yet spacey woman who sold things that nobody 
really wanted. But people never said an unkind 
word about her.” Her first store was in Mt. Vernon 
but she relocated to Fell’s Point in 1974. By the early 
1980s, Edith’s physical presence became more of 
a destination than her merchandise, as numerous 
fans came by for pictures and autographs. Fell’s 
Pointers recall her love for animals. She was often 
seen feeding pigeons and stray dogs. Animals 
“never hurt you, they never go to jail, they never get 
drunk on you. They’re just precious,” said Massey. 
She left for Los Angele, opening a smaller store in 
Venice Beach, then died there on Oct. 24, 1984, of 

Mark Gaither

lymphatic cancer at 66.
 In 1978, Edith was interviewed by the local 
Evening Magazine television program. While stand-
ing in front of her Broadway shop and using her 
distinctive mannerisms, Edith read an ode to Fell’s 
Point:

It’s a quaint little place where good people meet
Where there’s a lot of good places to eat and drink
And an art gallery and theaters that are so neat
It’s a Greenwich Village where people can meet
Never a stranger on the street
It’s a Fell’s Point, you see
So let’s all get together and be married
And have a good time with the people of Fell’s Point 
street.

now known as The Preservation Society. To provide 
standing in the legal action brought by the Society 
and other neighborhood groups against the city, 
the Society--with the advice and consultation of 
founding members and residents Bob Eney and 
Jack Gleason--purchased the derelict and greatly 
altered structure. Unknown to the Society, they 
had purchased the 1765 home of Robert Long, 
one of the few remaining colonial houses in Fell’s 
Point. 
 Once the road issues were resolved, the 
Society under the leadership of then president 
Geoffrey Mitchell focused on the restoration of 
the house. The Historic Structures Report, com-
missioned by the Society to set the course of the 
restoration, revealed the house was not mid-19th 
Century as thought, but a rare surviving structure 
from the colonial period.  Through architectural 
and document research, the date of beginning 
construction was set in 1764, with completion in 
1765. In 1978, plans were developed by preserva-
tion architect Michael Trostel FAIA to restore its 
1765 state.   
 As Society president in 1982, I oversaw recon-
struction with assistance of Geof Mitchell as chair 
of the Fund-Raising Committee. Merry Highby 
chaired the Interiors Committee responsible for 
appropriately furnishing the first floor. Executive 
Director Carolyn Donkervoet managed the expand-
ing activities of the Society associated with the 
project.  Over three years Geoff and his committee 
raised over $900,000. Under Merry’s guidance the 
interior first floor interiors accurately and beauti-
fully conveyed the domestic life of the rising middle 
class in colonial Baltimore. The completed project, 
however, owed its initial conception to Eney and 
Gleason who tirelessly championed the house and 
provided the initial research that set the tone.  
 In 1985, with the restoration finished and the 
house furnished, it opened to the public for tours 
and educational programs about the history of 
18th Century Fell’s Point. Over the last 30 years 

the house has become a recognized landmark. In 
December 1999 a fire—in a computer!-- damaged 
the second and attic floors, roof and windows. 
After a protracted period, the insurance claim was 
settled and the damage repaired. Today the house 
stands as a structure that has survived 250 years of 
change and reinvention. Its appearance has gone 
from its 1765 architecture to its conversion to an 
1870s Italianate house, to a rarely used and derelict 
shell in the 1960s, and now back to its original. Now 
a celebration not only of its 250 years, but also the 
unique and resilient character of Fell’s Point.

Wolfe St. School - cont. from front

ESOL designations are the 
two main indicators of a 
student at risk of failure. 
Yet we are achieving.
 In the coming five 
years Wolfe Street Acad-
emy plans on continu-
ing to offer the highest 
quality educational ex-
perience—with reading 
and math instruction as 
the foundation blocks for 
expanding student opportunities and experiences. 
We will continue to develop a top-flight teaching 
staff that fully engages all of our students. And we 
will seek to serve the entire community through 
partnerships and programs that enrich the lives of 
school families and our neighbors.  
 We don’t know for certain what the next five 
years will hold for education in the United States, 
or even Baltimore.  Much is in flux, including new 
capital projects throughout the city, new leader-
ship locally and at the state level, and new Com-
mon Core State Standards that every school will 
have to attain.  But with the programs, people and 
strategies that Wolfe Street has gathered around 
our children, we are optimistic about and eager 
for whatever the next five years bring.  Onward 
to 2020!


