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Happenings

Bar Owner Stankowski Dies

A Newspaper You Could Fold,
And Read Deeply, ‘til it Folded
By Lew Diuguid
 For the decade ending in 1987, this neigh-
borhood of new arrivals, old hands and players 
on the margins had a full-blown, broadsheet 
Gazette monthly newspaper to help them under-
stand tumultuous issues resulting from the city’s 
initial decision to ram through a super highway--
condemning properties in the right of way. After 
the battle against the intersecting Interstates was 
joined and won, the settling of accounts on those 
properties in limbo proved newsworthy as well, 
and the Gazette also took up issues that sound 
familiar here still—dirty streets, development 
projects, drunken bars, trees, preservation, parks 
and parking. Street crime would not be a focus of 
the Gazette, on the basis that while ever-present 
it is mostly minor.
 A staff never larger than 10 laid out a spritely 
four pages with pictures, cartoons, letters, sus-
taining ads and free classifieds, for a $5 annual 
subscription and a press run of 3,000, aiming at 
5,000 in the widest geographic interpretation 
of Fell’s Point--which ran without apostrophe. 
Editorials were an abiding strength, the first, in 
December 1977, declaring, “We will attempt . . . 
to convey facts in an objective way and to inspire 
confidence in our readers. While attempting to 
fill a communications gap, this newspaper will 
also present an editorial viewpoint as is typical of 
the democratic process.” The gap derived from a 
City Hall ill-disposed to respond to residents but 
perceived to over-accommodate developers, bar 
owners and property flippers.  
 The founding editor was Norman Perrin. His 
staff included Nancy Conrad, who 20 years later 
would found the monthly Fell’s Point Citizens on 
Patrol Newsletter and help it evolve into The Fell’s 
Pointer. Nancy, who moved to Baltimore County to 
care for her mother, recalled Perrin’s brief tenure: 
“Norm had been a priest at St. Patrick’s who left 
temporarily, bought a house on Bond Street and 
started trying to make it livable while living there, 
then got married and divorced, and went back into 
the priesthood. He died much too early of prostate 
cancer.”  
 A stand-out staffer, Jennifer Multihopp, 

(Continued)

 Sun writer Jacques Kelly on 
June 25 recorded the June 17 
cancer death at a Towson hospice 
of Walter “Lucky” Stankowsky, 89, 
who owned the Canton Liquor 
House until he sold it six years 
ago. Despite the name, the family 
bar was at 1822 Fleet St. in Fell’s 
Point. He was born on Eastern 
Avenue and lived in Highlandtown. 
In WWII, he landed at Normandy, 
receiving two Purple Hearts. Danc-
ing was the bar entertainment on 
Saturdays and daughter Margaret 
Harrison said, “My father could 
dance a mean polka.”

Speaker Redlines Red Line 
 Del. Pete Hammen, fresh from 
re-nomination in the June 24 pri-
maries, introduced at the next eve-
ning’s meeting of the Task Force 
a speaker who calls for drastic 
revision of the Red Line light rail 
plan long proposed to tunnel under 
Fell’s Point en route east to Hop-
kins Harborview. Johns Hopkins 
doctoral candidate Marty Taylor, 
a resident of Canton, assailed 
the East-West project as flawed 
in design and said its current cost 
estimate of $2.65 billion is close 
to $1 billion short. “City taxpayers 
will be forced to make up that dif-
ference” because of limits on state 
and federal funding, he added. 
 Taylor is a founder of the Right 
Rail Coalition, which argues that 
the tunneling from downtown un-
der Fell’s Point will be prohibitively 
expensive and less efficient than 
modern streetcars in traversing 
Fleet and Boston Sts. Canton 
residents have long opposed the 
Red Line because its trains would 
emerge to pass through that com-
munity along the already clogged 
Boston St. Taylor said streetcars 
proving popular in Portland are 
lighter, cheaper and faster than 
the panned vehicles here. Ham-
men, in backing the Right Rail 
Coalition approach, joins state 
Sen. Bill Ferguson, also of the 
46th District, in challenging the 
Maryland Transit Authority’s ap-
proach on the 14-mile project that 
is a key element of the governor’s 
program. In the June 24 voting, 
Ferguson and Hammen’s winning 
Democratic ticket included Fell’s 
Pointer Brooke Lierman in her first 
race, and incumbent Luke Clip-
pinger.  

stepped in as editor and guided the Gazette 
through its decade. “Justice was her concern,” said 
John Beam, cartoonist and writer from the outset, 
also a musician and still on Lancaster St.--where 
he retains a full set of the Gazette, giving copious 
duplicates to the ‘Pointer. He came here out of the 
Army in 1970, and Jennifer and her husband Rolf, 
also a staffer, came soon after Peace Corps service 
in South America. He was a conscientious objector, 
noted ex-GI Beam. “Jennifer was the one who kept 
us all on our toes,” said Conrad. Multihopp’s day job 
was librarian of the Enoch Pratt branch that then 
graced Ann St.
 Beam, describing Jennifer’s organizational 
approach, said, “We all understood what we were 
doing, so there were not a lot of staff meetings. We 
trusted her.” Most did attend the many community 
meetings, however. Artist Beam laid out the pages. 
There was even a small office, on Fell St. Conrad 
had her technical job, too: “A graphic artist, Yvonne 
St. George, and I went to Diamond Press [at Wolfe 
and Preston Sts., now defunct] and they taught us 
how to use their new computer system to tell the 
presses how to format the type.  Everyone contrib-
uted reporting and raising money.” The Arundel 
Corp. then on Wolfe above Fell St. anchored the 
income with a monthly 2-col. display ad. Sheep’s 
Clothing and other merchants displayed ads as 
well. Issues nominally sold for 10 cents across 
counters but how much was collected, or how 
many mail subscriptions actually sold, is proving 
hard to pin down today.
 Homely features were a forte. “Around the 
Square” chased monthly rumors. “Ask Mr. History” 
had answers, even if the questions were his own. In 
June 1980, Ida Sworn of Thames Pond Estates asked 
Mr. History, “Is it my imagination or has the Rob-
ert Long House gotten shorter?” The anonymous 
authority responded, “The third story . . . has been 
kidnapped and is being held for ransom at some 
as yet undisclosed location. . . . Various neighbors 
heard the crime in progress but assumed that 
it was just another city house falling down. . . . 
Restorers of the famed olde building are trying to 
pull themselves together so that they can attempt 
to deal with the bricknappers.”
 Maryrose Whelley, also still of Lancaster St. and 
on an early masthead, explains the name:  from the 
Baltimore Town & Fell’s Point Gazette, published in 
800 block of S. Bond St., 1796-98.
 As Conrad noted, “There were some people 
who did not take to the Gazette. It was considered 
too edgy at times.” That descriptive recurs, includ-
ing among those who remember it 

 The Fell’s Pointer volunteers 
collect their one guaranteed 
compensation, a month’s vaca-
tion, in August. The next issue 
is due on Sept. 13, according 
to another routine--the second 
Saturday of the month. Thanks 
to the merchants listed on Pg. 2, 
the newsletter remains free.

August Is Pointer-Free



violation notices and 
neighbors’ complaints. 
The Gietkas live in Ber-
lin on the Eastern Shore 
and have exhibited no 
affinity for the current 
dwellers in their old 
neighborhood.
 The most affected 
neighbor, the imme-
diate one, Jeannette 
Belliveau at 203 Ann, 
has a list of grievances 
starting with a common complaint of row house 
residents sharing a wall with a vacant, in this case 
her north wall: “My house has been cold since they 
left in 1995.” Belliveau, 60, a now independent edi-
tor who has worked for The Sun and The Washing-
ton Post. She has a potted garden—from eggplant 
to spinach--on her roof deck, as do nearby houses. 
She says all this would suffer from the dust of a de-
molition even if it were achieved without structural 
damage to her adjoining wall.
 Belliveau and Ellery Joyeau of 1807 E. Pratt 
contended in a letter to Deputy Housing Commis-
sioner Michael Braverman that the city issued the 
demolition without proper notification of affected 
parties or requisite posting of the property itself. A 
neighborhood contractor, appraising it, found no 
justification for demolition instead of restoration. 
Bidders failed to offer the $170,000 price sought by 
Gietka. Belliveau sought to take it on as a project 
but said she could find no bargaining room. 
 A  new issue arose when the owner alluded to 
the desirability of a curb cut along the Pratt St. flank 
that could allow parking for the property. Belliveau 
obtained support of the Upper Fells Association in 
opposing a cut, noting that none now exists along 
the busy street, and creating one would diminish 
street parking already in high demand. Like price, 
parking almost always is an issue.
 The saga of the one-time candy store has 
gained a bit longer leash, lawyer Lane-Kunz re-
ported. The demolition permit due to expire in 
May has been extended into August. 

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer thanks its 
four sustaining sponsors, One-Eyed Mike’s 
Tavern, 708 S. Bond St., 410.327.0445; 
Duda’s Tavern, Thames and Bond Sts., 
410.276.9719; Howie B Properties, 
commercial and residential real estate 
in Fell’s Point and throughout Baltimore, 
410.375.4200; and Jimmy’s Restaurant, 
801 S.Broadway, 410.327.3273.  
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warren-
communications@comcast. net. Addi-
tional graphics support byJacquie Greff, 
TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

A Newspaper - cont. from front

5-Stop Sign Option Advances
 A proposal to relocate the newly 
placed, oft-ignored stop sign on 
Thames St. at Ann St. Wharf—
proposed by David Nizamoff of 
the Residents’ Association and 
publicized in the May ‘Pointer—is 
gaining support. The sign, hidden 
by autos parked head-on along 
Thames, went up with others at 
all corners formed by the five-
point intersection of Thames, Ann 
and Fell Sts., long a pedestrian 
nightmare. The sign is missed or 
ignored often.  
 On June 14, Councilman Jim 
Kraft, in a breakfast in Highland-
town with constituents, was asked 
about the corner. He described 
approvingly Nizamoff’s remedy: 
posting the sign on a car-deep ex-
tension of the wharf’s sidewalk into 
Thames. But, the June 25 Guide 
reported Kraft as adding, “We’re 
actually in an argument right now 
with the Department of Transporta-
tion” over it. 

 A long-vacant corner house with a first-floor 
store, in Upper Fells, has conjured a conflict of 
interests that in many respects is classic for row 
house neighborhoods but with some unusual 
embellishments. At 201 S. Ann St., it is also astride 
Pratt St. and constitutes a veritable three-story 
sentry for an unusually long and attractively kept 
block of Ann as it heads south toward the harbor, 
becoming a main street of Upper Fells. But for at 
least 17 years, the Formstone-clad sentry box has 
been empty.
 Catherine Gietka, 84, owns the building and 
operated its mom-and-pop candy store, with a 
soda fountain ahead of its time half a century ago. 
A customer in those days recalls that sweets she 
bought for a penny elsewhere cost her two cents 
there. The family had a reputation for being gam-
blers and indeed daughter Bernadette won $80 
million in the lottery 11 years ago. The property 
has been unoccupied since—“except by the rats,” 
said a nearby resident. A contiguous vacant house 
on Pratt St., also owned by the family, collapsed 
and that lot stands empty. In January, Bernadette 
Gietka, acting for her mother, obtained a demoli-
tion permit for 201 Ann.
 The community has expressed grave concerns. 
President Jeffrey May of the Upper Fells Improve-
ment Association wrote the Housing Dept., “Were 
it to become vacant lot, the damage to the neigh-
borhood would be immeasurable.” He recalled past 
troubles along the Pratt St. corridor emanating 
from a nearby liquor store and conjured an image 
of drunks and drugs in the resultant empty lot. He 
encouraged Housing to facilitate sale instead of 
destruction, and neighbors stepped forward as 
willing buyers. But the problem, as usual, is price.
 Bernadette Gietka has refused to be inter-
viewed but her lawyer, Renee Lane-Kunz, said her 
client has tried for three years to sell the property 
at a fair price and concluded that a vacant lot, com-
paratively maintenance-free, would be preferable 
to the costly, recurrent repairs to meet housing 

Standing Vacant on the Corner
As Neighbors’ Hopes Go Awry

Jeannette Belliveau

most fondly. By June 1980, the editor looked over 
the initial three years and found it by then less 
negative, except “about antiquarians who’d have 
us live on the set of a B movie about the Federal 
Period”--and also “invading Washingtonians.” The 
editorial added, perhaps plaintively, “If you write 
about Fell’s Point, write in The Gazette.” That Octo-
ber, it even ran a list of the 13 top eateries, includ-
ing only three that are still here: Bertha’s, Sip and 
Bite, and Jimmy’s. A front-page story reported that 
the city had raised its cost estimate for restoring 
Rec Pier’s underpinnings to $1 million — now $20 
million. 
 Broadway Market was a recurrent topic. For the 
site’s bicentennial, the July 1986 Gazette looked 
back to a more colorful market past but told of its 
current “most colorful clientele of any of the city 
markets . . . , four or five languages can be heard 
in a stroll through the maker aisles. Sometimes a 
younger daughter is acting as interpreter for her 
old-country mother.” 
 With the ‘80s winding down and the conse-
quences of the road fight waning, the Point woke 
up to a loss in February 1987. The Gazette staff 
announced that the issue would be its last. “We are 
proud of what we accomplished . . . and grateful 
for what we have learned and the support received 
from the community,” said Multhopp. She went on, 
editorially: “The editorial tone was frankly critical, 
caustic, irreverent and insurgent. Opponents said 
it was ‘rabid.’ But like it or not, if you lived in Fell’s 
Point and read, you read The Gazette, talked about 

the issues it raised and looked to it for reasonably 
accurate information. 
 “The Gazette tried to describe the broad 
struggles that raged through Fell’s Point. It tried 
to assist the less favored groups—longtime resi-
dents, small merchants, marine businesses, and 
ethnic groups to become participants in deciding 
the shape and future of their neighborhood. . . . 
The expressway is a bad memory. Allied Chemical 
is a toxic community hangover. It is unlikely that 
industry will expand further into the neighbor-
hood. . . . Despite an oversupply of scoundrels and 
carpetbaggers, we still feel optimistic about city life 
in Fell’s Point.” 
 Jennifer is living in New England and her 
husband recently died there. A couple of abortive 
newsletter startups followed after The Gazette but 
none caught on until this one.
_ _ _
 As editor of this more modest Fell’s Pointer, I read 
back into the Gazette decade with admiration. We 
cover a smaller area with smaller circulation, 1,900 
sheets carried to the core neighborhood south of East-
ern Ave. plus 60 more electronically. It distresses me 
that the Gazette, too, clearly provoked little writership 
from its readership. A community publication is best 
served by the widest possible reader participation. 
With some welcome exceptions, I have found this 
urge to communicate laggard along the bricks and 
Belgian blocks. Perhaps the future is indeed electronic 
but who will generate it? In the 17th year of The Fell’s 
Pointer, this aging retiree editor has yet to find a 
potential successor. And so I add to my plaint: look 
what happened to The Gazette. 


