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Happenings
The Mayoral Clean Sweep
 Not running for reelection, the 
mayor nevertheless set out for a 
clean sweep, directing mechani-
cal sweepers previously confined 
to downtown onto trashy neigh-
borhood streets such as in Fell’s 
Point. New York, an innovator in 
this, devised elaborate signage 
barring cars from parking on pre-
set weekdays so the sweepers 
could sweep, first one side then 
another. Stephanie Rawlings-
Blake forsook the signs and 
requisite tickets, asking residents 
to honor their day—first Wednes-
days here on the odd-numbered 
sides of the streets, second 
Wednesdays on the even— and 
move off their cars voluntarily. 
The result so far: confusion. Move 
the cars where, all eligible spots 
habitually being taken? Then 
too, overhead banners reminding 
motorists somewhere else said 
the big days were Thursdays. 
But no. The start-up weeks were 
enough to make a parker wish 
he had a phone app to call up a 
legal parking space and indeed 
an electronic wizard in Canton is 
advertising that he has devised 
exactly that.

Dead End Finding Its Way

Hepner’s Garden Blooms Anew
 Fifty friends and family of Jean Hepner gath-
ered on June 1 at the Preservation Society’s Robert 
Long House to dedicate the colonial garden she 
created there decades ago with a plaque to her 
memory. The garden was radiant thanks to efforts 
of her fellow inspired volunteers. Attending were 
four founding members of the Society who led the 
Road Fight against a planned Interstate exchange 
here almost 50 years ago.
 Jean, of Fell St., died at 91 in a Beltway auto 
accident on Feb. 1 that killed her companion Ben 
Carlson of Shakespeare St. as well. The service 
also honored Carlson’s wife Lee, who before her 
death from cancer in 1990 had toiled in the gar-
den with Jean. The Carlsons are donating to the 
Society’s garden maintenance fund and dedicat-
ing a commemorative bench. The service began 
with wine and cheese provided by Hepner’s close 
friends, the Norrises of Bertha’s restaurant, which 
she frequented. President Kay Hogan described 
Hepner’s importance to the Preservation Society 
and introduced the Point’s towne crier, the Rev. 
Jack Trautwein. He detailed Jean’s pulling of weeds 
and investigations of native plants that grew when 
the Long House was built. Its 250th anniversary will 
be celebrated next year. 
 Trautwein offered this account: 
 As we are surrounded by the flowers and garden 
of the Robert Long House, I am reminded that Audrey 
Hepburn once said, “To plant a garden is to believe in 
tomorrow.”  This is what this garden is all about. We 
may look around us and see a by-gone era of colonial 
Fell’s Point but it was the vision of the future, the vision 
of tomorrow, which Jean Hepner had in mind when 
she first conceived of it. In going through Preservation 
Society records I found that the original application 
to the Maryland Historic Trust was for The Robert 
Long House AND Garden. . . . Knowing that Jean was 
an early member of the Society and for years a board 
member, there is no doubt in my mind that Jean was 
instrumental in having her vision of a colonial garden 
included. . . . . It would live on because she believed 
in the historic preservation of Fell’s Point for all of its 
tomorrows.
 In 1980 she enlisted the help of the Perennial Gar-
den Club of Baltimore [and] became privy to Charles 
Carroll’s letters, notes, and drawings of the gardens 
at Mount Claire. Bob Eney led her to other resources 
about colonial gardens and discovered how they 
served some of the basic needs of the (Continued)

Original Defenders of Fell’s Point in the garden 
by the plaque to Hepner:  Bob Eney, Romain 
Somerville, Richard Gatchel and Tom Ward.

Candidates’ Goals for Point
 Five Democratic candidates are standing for 
the three House of Delegates seats from this 46th 
District in the June 24 primary election, and The 
Fell’s Pointer asked each to respond briefly to this 
question: What should the Fell’s Point neighbor-
hood be focused on in the coming term? The 
responses:
Brooke Lierman, lawyer, of Lancaster St.— “In this 
exciting time in our history we have a great mix of 
long-time residents, new young families, and in-
betweens. We must ensure that as all of Southeast 
Baltimore continues to grow, new developments 
work for all residents and local businesses. We need 
to ensure that we are preserving green space and 
expanding our public transit, bike and pedestrian 
infrastructure because our roads and parking spots 
are full!” 
Bill Romani, doctor, now of S. Charles St. but 
resident of the Point in the late ‘90s while at the 
University of Maryland — “Fell’s Point, more than 
most neighborhoods, needs a balance among the 
community, our hospitality businesses, and our 
boutiques.” He cited the need for infrastructure 
and pointed to the Broadway Marketplace as an 
example with potential.
Luke Clippinger, incumbent and prosecutor, of 
South Baltimore — “Over the next four years, we 
will oversee the beginning of $1.1 billion in im-
provements to our schools. We must continue to 
develop new opportunities to generate renewable 
energy, particularly rooftop. We must also improve 

our outdated trans-
portation system by 
ensuring GPS systems 
on every bus and . . . 
continue to modernize 
and reform our city’s 
Liquor Board.”
Liam Davis ,  liaison 
for City Council Presi-
dent Jack Young and 
resident of Greektown 
— “I will balance mov-
ing the 46th District 
further into the 21st 
Century while also be-
ing sensitive to Fell’s 
Point’s rich history. My 
top three goals are 
improving Baltimore’s 
transpor- (Continued)

 When a team led by Fell’s 
Point developer Larry Silverstein 
bought the Dead End Saloon 
on Fell St. three years ago and 
gutted the dusky interior, it was 
widely assumed that it would 
reopen, fancied up, in time to 
greet upscale renters of Union 
Wharf apartments—built on Sil-
verstein’s land just across Wolf 
St. from the rear entrance to the 
Dead End (and belying its name). 
But that building opened last 
summer and is filling up, and no 
Dead End yet.
 “We simply took a while to get 
a plan for the design and then 
the permits took a while,” said 
Silverstein. “We just got the per-
mit approved by CHAP [the city’s 
Commission for Historical and Ar-
chitectural Preservation] a month 
or so ago. We should be wrapped 
up this fall.” 
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Duda’s Looks Back to 1853
 Duda’s Tavern celebrated its 
65th birthday on June 3 by plac-
ing a plaque beside its door 
at Thames and Bond Sts. The 
plaque told how historic that 
building is: “The Association of 
Maryland Pilots, June 3, 1852. 
At this tavern, then known as the 
Union Hotel, a group of some 90 
State-licensed Bay Pilots met at 
the hotel lobby to form the Asso-
ciation . . . . [It] met here, upstairs, 
for 35 years.” The Association 
rallies annually at the pub. Owner 
Antoinette Flury and family, com-
memorating, offered all comers 
plates, oysters and Natty Bohs.
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Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Hepner’s Garden - cont. from front

Judges Take Stand at Bertha’s
 In a quadrennial reenactment of 
an electoral ritual, the seven sitting 
judges of the Circuit Court stood 
before the Residents’ Association 
meeting at Bertha’s June 4 and 
asked that they be returned to their 
nonpartisan benches in the June 24 
primary election. A sole contender 
was not present nor was his name 
mentioned. A turnout that crowded 
the upstairs room heard Main Street 
President Mike Maraziti call for sug-
gestions to enhance his group’s most 
recent major project, managing the 
Preservation Society’s Fun Festi-
val—with the 48th due in October. On 
June 19, the group is initiating a new 
fund-raiser on the Square, a crab fest 
with beer and music, 5-9PM.

With a folio of photos, including this one at St. Pat-
rick’s, Fell’s Prospect President Victor Corbin wrote 
to City Council members starting: “Vagrancy in 
Fell’s and Upper Fell’s Point has reached a criti-
cal mass, mainly along the Broadway corridor.  
Daily, we have overly intoxicated people passed 
out on sidewalks and church steps . . . from Bank 
St. to Pratt St. late afternoon and evening.  It’s not 
only unsightly but highly disrespectful to those of 
faith.  This problem has gotten so bad it is begin-
ning to spill over into Patterson Park.  We are ask-
ing for your help.”

 Main Street, the business-oriented commu-
nity group, held its annual membership meeting 
at Henderson’s Wharf Inn on May 27 following a 
rainout. It drew about 35 to hear State’s Attorney 
Gregg Bernstein and Southeast Police Capt. Dan 
Garrity discuss crime, and Marco Rosenberg, vice 
president of Beatty Development, update the firm’s 
Harbor Point reclamation project.
 Bernstein, running for reelection, said that he 
came to the city job—municipal despite its title—3 
1/2 years ago after a career as a federal prosecutor 
because he was “frustrated with the crime, violence 
and dysfunctional police” rampant in Baltimore. 
“We have made great progress” since creation of 
a major crime unit that has convicted 200 repeat 
offenders, he said, but with 50,000 misdemeanors 
prosecuted in District Court, he now wants to divert 
petty criminals before they clog the court. Accord-
ingly he has assigned assistant attorneys regionally, 
including Lizette Ringgold for SE, reachable at 
statesattorney.org or 443.984.6000.
 Main Street President Mike Maraziti asked 
about a recent robbery of a shop late in May on 
Thames St. and Bernstein turned the floor over to 
the police chief. Garrity described the perpetrators 
as young snatch and grabbers and said three of the 
four suspects were detained. But comments from 
around the room reflected recurrent grave reserva-
tions about difficulties in summoning police, and 
their performance if they do arrive. Ron Furman of 
Max’s reminisced that back through the years he 
and other merchants knew the police, who knew 
the ways of Point crime, “but now we hardly know 
you.”
 Garrity acknowledged that “the bulk of my 
resources is deployed where there’s violence” and 
that this is unfair to property victims.” As have chiefs 
before him, Garrity advised residents to report to 
911 such suspicious behavior as bicyclers seeming 
to case cars and houses along quiet streets. Told 
that such calls are disparaged at 911, he said, “Tell 
them to put it through to me.” 
 Greenberg, noting the recent permission to 
begin construction of the Exelon Corp. headquar-
ters, said driving of 1,100 piles for the building 
now planned at 20 floors instead of 23, will start 
this month and take about half a year, with full 
occupancy in 2016—including 103 apartments. 
Honeywell’s current office, on the rehabilitated 
site of a heavily contaminated chromium plant for 
which it is responsible, will move into the first floor 
of the tower along with retailers. He estimated that 
total employment there will reach 1,000 and said a 
group is working on traffic issues for the overall 24-
acre site. Asked if the 9 1/2 acres of green space will 
include a dog park, he said it has been considered 
but is unresolved—noting that his family has four 
pups.
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Main Street Concern: Crime

family. They were the grocery store and pharmacy. 
With the research in hand, she then drew detailed 
plans . . . each plant’s location determined by its spe-
cific needs. By April 1981, the garage standing here 
was torn down. Her husband, Dr. Walter Ray Hepner, 
borrowed a heavy garden tiller and the hard work 
began, preparing a hardened and debris-filled soil. 
After many loads of mulch and soil conditioners . . . 
the first herbs, flowers and boxwoods were planted. 
 For the next two years, while the house was 
under restoration, the side garden continued. By 
1984, the back garden also was laid out . . . when 
the National Historic Trust visited. Jean oversaw the 
garden until she could no longer physically do it. 
Society Director Ellen VonKarajan then picked up the 
task. Jean battled intruder weeds, especially goose 
grass and bindweed, not only in these gardens but 
throughout Fell’s Point. They were not just a chal-
lenge but her personal enemy. In 1991 the Federated 
Garden Clubs of Maryland presented The Governor’s 
Silver Beautification Award to what they called the 
18th Century Garden. 
 But even a historic garden does not remain static. 
It is a growing, ever-changing endeavor to tell the 
story of the past. Jean knew this and would make 
changes along the way. When she was introduced 
to the Schooner Lion in the Garden she thought it 
was an appropriate way to continue to tell the rich 
history of Fell’s Point’s shipbuilding and privateering 
in the War of 1812 . . . a welcomed addition. . . . I know 
I speak for Jean in saying thanks to all those who 
have helped maintain this garden and will continue 
to maintain and nourish the seed once planted here 
by her. Therefore, today we dedicate the Robert Long 
House Colonial Garden in remembrance of Jean 
Hepner.

tation infrastructure, utilizing the state’s Program 
Open Space to improve our parks and recreation 
facilities, and banning any new incinerators from 
being built within city limits.”  
Pete Hammen, perhaps through communication 
breakdown, failed to respond to the Pointer’s ques-

tion. Incumbent lawyer 
Hammen heads the 
coordinating Task Force 
of community leaders 
in Fell’s Point. He lives 
in Highlandtown. 
     Incumbents Clip-
pinger and Hammen, 
plus Lierman in her first 
run, formed a ticket. 
Romani contested and 
lost 3 1/2 years ago. 

Del. Hammen at the 
helm of the Task Force.

 Jimmy Filipidis of Jimmy’s Restau-
rant on the Square, asked about the 
now months-old all-ways stop signs at 
the Five Point intersection of Thames, 
Ann and Fell Sts., acknowledged 
he hadn’t noticed the change until 
recently: “I almost ran over a good 
customer of mine crossing that corner!” 
The save-the-pedestrians experiment 
continues.

Stop, Look and Look Out


