
 No sooner had a tug-snouted rockfish burst 
upon a graffiti-laden wall beside Tochterman’s 
tackle shop, 1919-25 Eastern Ave., than four shabby 
storefronts eastward to Washington St. went up for 
sale. Tony Tochterman, who lives across the street, 
is diplomatic about the mural but enthusiastic 
about the future of the long-vacant structures: 
A local redevelopment team plans to restore 
the facades, demolish the rest, and rebuild es-
sentially new houses designed to sell for at least 
$750,000. 
 The team is led by Schultz Development LLC at 
3235 Eastern Ave. Joe Schultz, 55, lives on Butchers 
Hill. Co-developers Gordon and Dena Pollak are in 
Pikesville but their families ran kosher meat stores 
for generations that helped give Butchers Hill its 
name. Architect Kuo Pao Lian, who lives around 
the block on Fleet St., came to the city 8 years ago 
as an instructor at Maryland Institute. Builder Josh 
Parker is a Baltimore native on Wolfe St.
 The four developer-owned, 3-sto-
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HappeningsDonkervoet Dies--Helped
Save Robert Long House Another Point in Time Packs In

 For the last 15 years, Joe Frank, 
68, would threaten to close his an-
tiques emporium, most recently at 
1708 Fleet St., each time the city 
imposed another license fee, or 
raised street parking rates. When 
the meters hit $2 recently, he put 
his Another Point in Time building 
up for sale. A liquor store across 
the street sought to buy it, incurring 
the opposition of neighbors with 
whom he had dealt over nearly 
4 decades. Now he has another 
buyer, anonymous until the deal is 
final, “but you can tell them it’s not 
a liquor store.” The shop closed 
just before New Year’s, after a 
mark-down sale that cleared a few 
shelves.
 Joe was the engine of the An-
tique Dealers Assoc., which has 
dwindled in recent years. He and 
co-owner/wife Charlotte, asked 
to recall a time above all others, 
concurred that it was in the 1980s 
when filming of “Homicide” oc-
cupied Rec Pier and procurers for 
the sets showed up often for odd 
items. “They needed mannequins 
to stuff in body bags, said Joe, 
“and I happened to have bought 
164 of them from a guy going out 
of business. But the show needed 
them to lie out flat and mine were 
all in pieces, with arms and legs 
attaching for odd poses.” He invited 
fellow dealers to an assembly bee 
but provided too much beer. “We 
never could get them to lie flat.” 
They drove a carload to the set, 
scattering hands and feet along 
the way. The crew rejected them 
all. But that was another period 
in time. The Franks retire to their 
home in the county.

New Hope for Saving Rec Pier 

By David Gleason, FAIA
Preservation Society president, 1982-85
 One of the most significant historic struc-
tures in Fell’s Point, the Robert Long House, 812 
S. Ann St., will be 250 years old in 2015. Saved by 
The Preservation Society from destruction  in the 
1970s, the colonial-era house blossomed under 
the leadership of Carolyn Donkervoet as execu-
tive director of The Society from 1980 to 1993. On 
Dec. 15, at 85, she died of dementia at Broadmead 
Retirement Home.
 Carolyn came to the Society just as planning 
for reconstruction of the house began. Although 
not a preservationist, architect or historian by 
training, Carolyn brought strong management 
skills and dedication that aided in restoration of 
the house, furnishing it with appropriate furniture 
and creating programs to highlight it.
 Married to architect Richard Donkervoet, 
a partner in the Baltimore firm of Cochran, Ste-
venson and Donkervoet, Carolyn understood 
architecture and attention to detail. During the 
reconstruction she helped fulfill the 
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The tackle people on Eastern have caught a rare rock, and await neighbors.
Photo by Lew Diuguid

Sidewalks Are Slippery Slope 
 A resident in his 70s who suf-
fered a couple of injuries in last 
year’s snowfalls reminds readers 
they are responsible, subject to 
fine or a suit, for quick clearance of 
the sidewalk between their house 
and the curb. He was tripped up by 
snow-hidden pavers around street 
trees, pushed up by their roots. 
Residents are likewise responsible 
for fixing such pratfall-inducing 
impediments. A lawyer advised him 
to sue but he demurred. 

Parking Permit Renewals
 Current permits expire Feb. 28 
and can be renewed online begin-
ning Jan. 20 at: https://pabc.t2host-
ed.com/cmn/index.aspxhttp://www.
area30parkingpermits.com/  These 
renewals can be picked up at Max’s 
Taphouse, 737 S. Broadway on 
Feb. 24, 5:30–7:30PM. Also, after 
Jan. 20, at Parking Authority, 200 
W. Lombard St., Suite B (21201), 
8AM-5PM daily. Park free at 99 S. 
Howard St. New applications at 
same locale. Pickup at either site 
requires auto registration, proof of 
residency and photo ID. 

By Lew Diuguid
 Rec Pier, down and out in its 100th year, may 
have found yet another seeming salvation. Kevin 
Plank, founder of Under Armour prospering in 
Locust Point, is reliably reported to be considering 
a major investment in the property--cast off by the 
City 11 years ago for a promise that its endangered 
underpinnings would be repaired and it would be 
transformed into a boutique hotel.
 The City devised a developers runoff in 2003 
but rejected the one preferred by Fell’s Pointers--
confirmed in surveys and town meetings--in favor 
of a team including J.J. Clarke and Sylvan Cornblatt 
of Belts Landing--because it considered them more 
capable of a rapid undertaking. Various hotel chains 
took up the cudgel with them, only to drop it. The 
recession came and went, and John Paterakis of 
H&S Bakery stepped in, seemingly assuring prompt 
follow-through. Still boarded up, though, the pier 
devolved last year to an offshoot of H&S, Beatty 
Development Group. Busy in Harbor Point, it nev-
ertheless assured that the repairs--estimated at $7 
million for the pilings--would begin by Jan. 1. The 
conversion to a 125-room hotel has been estimated 
to cost up to $50 million, a seemingly modest un-
dertaking, partially offset by historic credits.
     Another promise, though, has been broken. Still, 

an associate of Plank did 
meet in December with a 
few ‘Point community lead-
ers to sound out receptivity 
of a role for the sports-wear 
tycoon, apparently person-
al rather than corporate. A 
few leaders tired of watch-
ing the waterfront asset 
wasting have speculated 
that Under Armour would 
welcome a first-class hotel 
here, with its ballroom still 
elegant post-”Homicide” 
and a high-class restaurant, 
accessible by yacht or wa-
ter taxi for clients of its Tide 
Point headquarters. 

Beside Tochterman’s, Fishy Tug 
Awaits 4 Upscale Town Houses
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 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The all-voluntary Fell’s Pointer 
thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. Bond 
St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s Tavern, 
Thames and Bond Sts., 410.276.9719; 
Howie B Properties, commercial 
and residential real estate in Fell’s 
Point and throughout Baltimore, 
410.375.4200; and Jimmy’s Restau-
rant, 801 S.Broadway, 410.327.3273.  
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warrencom-
munications@comcast. net. Additional 
graphics support byJacquie Greff, 
TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

 Paul Sorenson and his wife Emma of Gravel 
Springs Farms near Westminster have filled a tent on 
Saturday mornings with Main Street at the Square 
for three years, and that experience has spilled 
over into a winter offshoot--as purveyors here of 
eggs and potatoes instead of the summer heirloom 
tomatoes. As Paul puts it: 
 “During the last several weeks of the Fell’s Point 
Farmers’ Market this summer we asked those cus-
tomers who purchased eggs whether they would 
be interested in eggs from us if we were to deliver 
to the neighborhood in the winter. Many were very 
excited and about 20 are participating. Our chick-
ens continue to lay year round and much of their 
production is based upon day length, so although 
they lay fewer eggs during the winter we still have 
a nice supply.  
 “Customers sign up on our email list and 
we send a reminder on the Monday before our 
next delivery (Jan. 11). In the email is a link to our 
website at gravelspringsfarms.com or phone at 
410.881.0473, where folks can place orders, or they 
may send me an email, paul@gravelspringsfarms.
com, with a note of what they would like. Payments 
can be made online or upon delivery. Pick-ups are 
every other Saturday 10 to 10:45 AM on Broadway 
Square from our truck.
 “We also offer any other products we have 
available, such as potatoes and butternut squash. 
We continue until May, when we begin again in the 
market. There is no obligation, just purchase when 
you want, $5 per dozen for eggs, potatoes in the 
$2 to $3 per lb. range, depending on quantity, and 
butternut squash are $3 each.”
 “We have been so pleased to become a small 
part of the Fell’s Point community, as the beginning 
of the market occurred in the same year that we 
started growing vegetables for sale. We could not 
have continued without the support of the commu-
nity. We have many members of Community Sup-
ported Agriculture in the neighborhood and have 
built relationships with many of our customers that 
we now call our friends.” And like ‘Point bartenders, 
they tend to remember customers’ names.

‘Harvey’ Plays the Vagabond
 The Pulitzer Prize-winning 
comedy “Harvey” by Mary Chase 
is running like a rabbit at the Vaga-
bond Theater, 806 S. Brosdway, 
through Feb. 9. Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8, Sunday at 2. Tickets 
online www.vagabondplayers.org 
or at the door ($10-$18); special 
rates for groups available on line. 
Friday night: $10 tickets for stu-
dents, all others $15.

From Heirloom Tomatoes
To Winter Egg Deliveries

Beside Tochterman’s - cont. from front

ry fronts are to rise to four stories at the rear-alley, 
with 2-car garages in the basement. They are 
to have 4 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths and inset back 
balconies. Buyers in advance have the option to 
customize. The team is working with the city’s 
Commission for Historic and Architectural Preser-
vation for credits. No photos of the 19th century 
row houses have been found showing them as 
all-residential, so CHAP is asking that restoration 
reflect the storefronts now extant (see drawing). 
There will be no commercial use, however, Schultz 
said. The current buildings contained 16 apart-
ments above the stores.
 Actually, the corner building is free-standing, 
but barely, requiring a zoning variance for full 
lot coverage. A hearing is scheduled for Jan. 14. 
The Tochtermans have made this block east from 
Chapel St. a landmark, or watermark really, for 
fisherman seeking the tools of their pastime. “My 
family began selling worms here before WWI,” 
actually 1916, said Tony, who has lived across the 
street since 1981.  
 Tony said a rocktug wouldn’t have occurred 
to him for the mural, which was painted by Stefan 
Ways, 26, of Station North in a campaign sponsored 
by American Express to foster small businesses. 
Most of the road-and-tackle crowd likes it, he said, 
and it has grown on him too. On the coincidental 
housing uptick neighboring him, Tony expressed 
respect for the recent small-scale developments by 
Shultz, mostly in Canton and Butchers Hill til now.
 Dena Pollak, new to the team, said, “You don’t 
often run into developers who care about the area’s 

architecture and 
the community.”
Schultz noted that 
buyers coming to 
his projects, who 
are multiplying, 
usually are from out 
of town. “Almost no 
one’s from Balti-
more.” He hopes to 
change that in Fell’s Point, and he 
intends to put the apostrophe in 
Fell’s from now on.

Behind stylized storefronts, fancy living quarters. 
 

Donkervoet Dies - cont. from front

design intentions of Michael Trostel, the architect 
for the project. Through her oversight of the con-
tractor and subcontractors, the result is one of the 
most well researched reconstructions of a colonial 
structure in Maryland.
 Carolyn, working with interior designer Merry 
Highby, brought to life the architecturally restored 
18th century rooms of the ground floor of the 
house. She oversaw painting of the interiors with 
colors true to the period, even organization of ev-
eryday 18th century books, prints, and accessories 
that suggested the Long family in residence. As 
completed in 1983, the house presented a docu-
mented look at the life of a prosperous merchant 
building a business here on the eve
of the Revolutionary War.
 While in Baltimore, Carolyn acquired a master’s 
degree in liberal arts at Hopkins. She lived in Bolton 
Hill. Over the years, she brought school children 
and tourists, architects and educators to the Robert 
Long House. Its survival is a fit tribute to her. 

Open-air photographer out and about on a stormy Jan. 2.
Photos by Dan Magus of Fleet St. (dan@magusphoto.com)


