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Happenings

 The Bozzuto Group entertained 
neighbors, politicians and employ-
ees with a ribbon-cutting, fireboat-
showering and reception on Nov. 
23 at Union Wharf, the 280-unit lux-
ury apartment building that takes 
up the entire east side of the 900 
block of S. Wolfe St. The crowd of 
about 125 applauded when Presi-
dent Toby Bozzuto announced that 
the on-site restaurant space will be 
occupied by the owners of the Fork 
and Wrench, a recent success on 
Boston St. in Canton. They plan a 
new concept. In a chill wind blow-
ing over the Michael Phelps-length 
swimming pool, Toby’s father, 
Chairman Thomas Bozutto, told 
the shivering Mayor Rawlings-
Blake, “Here are more homes for 
Baltimore,” addressing her “vision 
of 10,000 new Baltimoreans in the 
next decade.” He said this was 
the 15th residential development 
by his company in the city. She 
responded, “This place is hot,” 
noting that all completed units are 
already leased.

Maraziti: Festival Flourished

Moving Day at Union Wharf

Latin Palace Seeks New Status
 The operator of the Latin Palace 
at 509 S. Broadway, Enrique Rib-
adeneira, came to the Task Force 
of community leaders on Oct. 22 
seeking support before the Liquor 
Board. He wants to convert the 
night spot’s current status as a 
quasi-private club into a licensed 
bar-restaurant with live entertain-
ment until 2AM. The Palace is 
known for its show girls--and the 
posters advertising them that pa-
per Broadway. Customers drawn in 
effectively join the club by paying at 
the door. Enrique, who has been at 
the club for 15 years, blamed the 
sometimes odd hours of the “danc-
ing lessons” on the strictures of the 
club license. It seems they were put 
in place initially as a compromise to 
keep the Palace open despite prior 
violations. Ribandeniera agreed to 
meet with the close-by community 
leaders to see if a memorandum 
of understanding can be reached 
before he sees the Board.

EPA Sniffs at Air Testing
Above Harbor Point Site After a month to recuperate from having 

directed the Fun Festival for the benefit of the Pres-
ervation Society, Main Street association President 
Mike Maraziti now leads a near consensus of Fell’s 
Pointers in declaring the revised 47-year-old fund-
raiser a success. The turnout over the now 3-day 
first October weekend was large and amiable, 
good weather helped, and Main Street’s business 
constituency applauded.
 “For nine months it was a second full-time job 
for me,” said Maraziti of the run-up to the festival. 
He also operates One-Eyed Mike’s tavern on S. 
Bond St.--beyond the reach of the festival. The 
figures are not all in but he predicted profits will 
double last year’s $50,000 under the Society, which 
was hampered by a rainy Sunday. A major change 
eliminated the “big beer” garden on Harbor Point in 
favor of parking. Beer sales in smaller sites allowed 
visitors to stroll with open, licensed containers. It 
worked “flawlessly, with not one police incident,” 
he said, praising the large police presence even 
while lamenting the cost of their overtime wages, 
plus hiring of private security.
 “It remains to be seen whether Main Street 
made any money, but our job isn’t necessarily to 
make money,” said Maraziti. “If we do good for the 
local businesses and for the Preservation Society 
we’ve done our job.” Chief among the complaints 
he has fielded was shortage of entertainment for 
youngsters, which he vows to correct. A couple 
of sites for tumbling and rope walking fell afoul 
of the insurer, who turned out to be expensive. 
Some long-standing vendors were disappointed 
on being displaced from their customary sites. “We 
spread it out more,” he said, even while having to 
compensate for the loss of the market 600 block of 
Broadway to construction. Removal of trash and of 
illegally parked vehicles proved to be problems.
 A few residents felt the new format bordered 
on a pub crawl, said Maraziti, who dissented on 
that. His crowd estimate ranged up to 150,000 on 
Saturday to a quarter of that on Sunday and fewer 
but still ample on Friday evening’s kickoff music 
in the Square. “I spent more for music,” he said, 
aiming at a wider demographic spread. He con-
sidered setting up a big TV screen for the Ravens 
away game on Sunday but found it costs $10,000, 
including royalties for the league and the team, 
and anyway fans checked in at the bars--whose 

Vagabond Auditions Nov. 11-12
 Director Steve Goldklang of the 
forthcoming “The Foreigner,” a 
comedy by Larry Shue, will hold 
auditions Nov. 11 and 12 at 7PM 
at the Vagabond, 806 S. Broadway. 
It is a not-for-pay production, April 
18-May 18. Rehearsals late Feb-
ruary. Experienced actors sought 
for: a good-natured British military 
man, a spoiled southern heiress, 
a seemingly dedicated southerner 
of the cloth, and a redneck bully. 
For more information, steve.goldk-
lang@gmail.com or 443.799.0850. 
Currently playing: Stephen Sond-
heim  musical “Company,”through 
Nov. 17. Tickets: www.vagabond-
players.org. 

 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
the state’s equivalent regulator sent back submit-
tals by the redeveloper of Harbor Point on Nov. 
1, complaining about the equipment used and 
results from the testing of air above the capped 
site of a one-time chromium refinery. Michael Be-
atty’s Development Group was to start a 22-floor 
headquarters for Exelon Corp. there this fall. EPA 
indicated its demands need not result in lengthy 
delays, but they added to concerns by primarily 
Fell’s Point critics of the project, voicing environ-
mental concerns.
 Harbor Point, a 27-acre project already ap-
proved by the City, embraces the original Fell’s 
Point on the west. Ironically, one of EPA’s proposed 
remedies for problems with air-quality measure-
ment involves putting the waterfront heart of Fell’s 
Point, that is, historic Rec Pier, into the regulation 
picture. Beatty is the current majority owner of Rec 
Pier and leader of a 10-year effort to convert it into 
a hotel. EPA found faults with Beatty’s placement of 
harbor air-quality meters atop the Aquarium and 
the Science Center in the Inner Harbor and speci-
fied Rec Pier as a new site. A spokesman for Beatty 
at mid-year vowed that restoration of the vacant, 
deteriorating building would begin in January. 
 EPA said the submittal by Beatty contained 
“artificially high” chromium readings, appar-
ently because of methods used and equipment 
for which no equivalent replacements could be 
found. The agencies’ lengthy response was delayed 
by the financial meltdown in Washington. Much of 
the content concerns minor corrections, scarcely 
understandable by the layman and encrusted with 
the acronyms of science and governmentese. 
 A meeting scheduled earlier to give neighbors 
access to Beatty’s team and the environmental 
agencies was postponed to Nov. 14 at 7PM in the 
sole new structure in Harbor Point, the Morgan 
Stanley building at 1300 Thames St. Councilman 
Jim Kraft assured that meeting is still scheduled, 
and the EPA gives it new impetus. 

owners had railed against big beer for years. All 
told, Maraziti is tired. He’s taking a vacation.  The 
community moved on to the next event, Hallow-
een, which again was blessed with the weather 
widely deemed desirable--in this case rain. 



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.
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thanks its four sustaining sponsors, 
One-Eyed Mike’s Tavern, 708 S. Bond 
St., 410.327.0445; Duda’s Tavern, 
Thames and Bond Sts., 410.276.9719; 
Howie B Properties, commercial 
and residential real estate in Fell’s 
Point and throughout Baltimore, 
410.375.4200; and Jimmy’s Restau-
rant, 801 S.Broadway, 410.327.3273.  
 Design and layout are contributed 
by Tina Fleming Warren of warrencom-
munications@comcast. net. Additional 
graphics support byJacquie Greff, 
TonalVision.com.

Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.

Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.

Main Street: info@fellspointmain-
street.org or 410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings

Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Block Party for Billie Holiday

At Corner Theater, “Orphans”

 The Billie Holiday Project, in the 200 block of 
S. Durham St. of Upper Fell’s Point where the jazz 
singer lived in the 1920s, is memorializing her with 
murals, a mosaic, and painted screens--which will 
be featured in 10-minute guided tours during an 
“open block” on Saturday, Nov.16, 1-3PM. Visitors 
are welcome at either the Pratt or Gough St. entries. 
The art, completed and in progress, is in glass and 
in paint, on walls, window screens and T-shirts. The 
event is free and light refreshments will be offered, 
said block resident and project originator, Steve 
Schwei. 
 A project manager, Schwei said he moved here 
five years ago from Milwaukee and only after set-
tling onto Durham, more alley than street, did he 
hear of his illustrious predecessor. Soon a fan, he 
devised the project and won a $30,000 PNC Bank 
Transformative Arts Grant. The project is about half 
complete, forming a mini-arts district. The wall for a 
third mural, now being painted by Bridget Cimino, 
is at the rear of the misnomered Corner Theater 
that faces on Ann St. at mid-block.
 Holiday was born in 1915 in Philadelphia and 

  Playing through Dec. 8 at the 
Corner Theater, 251 S. Ann St., 

is “Orphans,” 
by Lyle Kessler 
and directed by 
Steve Goldk-
lang. I t  tel ls 
o f  two  men 
whose lack of 
families while 
y o u n g  p r o -
duces “aston-
ishing conse-
quences.” Fri.-
Sat. at  8PM, 
Sun. 2PM, $20. 
Thurs., Nov. 14 
& 21, $15. For 
t ickets,  v is i t 
www.fpct.org. 

Barbosa-Lima at Bertha’s I Snubbed the Prince of Film
By Constance Methvin
Bertha’s Employee 1994-2008
 In the late 1970s I took an order from a young 
man, and after giving it to the cook, rejoined my 
co-worker at the register in Bertha’s. She said, “Do 
you know who you just waited on? Al Pacino!” I had 
spent seven years in Communist Czechoslovakia, 
where movies from the west were considered 
degenerate, etc., and were not shown. So I had no 
idea who Al Pacino was. He was here filming “And 
Justice for All (1978), “ as a lawyer in a tense trial 
staged in our Courthouse. Joe Rozinski, a Bertha’s 
regular, had a bit part but was edited out, much to 
his disappointment. As we did not treat celebrities 
any differently at Bertha’s [except Vincent Price--
see my account in the July 2011 Fell’s Pointer], Mr. 
Pacino could not have known that I did not recog-
nize him. He returned for dinner several times--he 
was interested in a very attractive bartender--and 
I think he always had steak or crab cakes or both. 

Muralist Cimino, at left, puts puts Billie 
and gardenia on Garden wall.

Photos by Lew Diuguid

came briefly to Durham as a youngster with her 
mother, who named her Eleanora Fagan. Her musi-
cian father’s name was Holiday. Billie is thought to 
have lived in two houses on the block. As a teen 
she left for New York for jazz, fame, and drugs. She 
was under house arrest when she died in 1959. Her 
autobiography, “The Lady Sings the Blues,” depicts 
a tough life but she carried a dignity that inspired 
tenor sax great Lester Young to nickname her Lady 
Day--ever with   gardenias in her hair. She is listed 
as writer of “God Bless the Child That’s Got its Own,” 
including the line, “You can help yourself, but don’t 
take too much.”
 Billie also is memorialized in Baltimore by 
famed Afro-American artist Romare Bearden’s mo-
saic in the Upton Station of the Metro and James 
Earl Reid’s sculpture at Lafayette and Pennsylvania 
Avenues. A separate group recently has attempted 
to celebrate the two of them in a series of events. 
However, the first, a jazz concert in Fell’s Point last 
month, was canceled after slack ticket sales. Yet 
another group for years tried to obtain historic 
status for 219 S. Durham, purchase it and create a 
shrine. 

 Carlos Barbosa-Lima, an elite in Brazil’s rich 
vein of guitarists, will perform tomorrow, Sunday, 
Nov. 9, upstairs at Bertha’s on the Square, 5PM. 
Admission, $20, includes wine. Carlos resides 
comfortably atop Brazil’s samba, classical and jazz 
schools. He is also a friend of Bertha’s owner Tony 
Norris, and hence the local opportunity to hear 
him. He also plays tonight, Nov. 8 at 7PM, with 
the Baltimore Mandolin Orchestra in the Fallston 
Methodist Church, 1509 Fallston Rd. No tickets, 
but a freewill offering. Laura and Tony Norris are 
stalwarts of the orchestra. 
 On Sunday, Nov. 17, at 1:30PM, Russian man-
dolinist Tamara Volskya (also pre-eminant player 
of the lute-like domre) and her husband Anatoliy 
will play with the orchestra at St. Marks Church, 
1900 St. Paul St. Donations welcome. She also will 
perform for Laura’s students, the Mando Kids, on 
Ann St.

Wikipedia.com
Carlos Barbosa-Lima 

Kraig Greff at Masonic Center
 The Preservation Society is collaborating 
with the Scottish Rite Masonic Center to present 
a fundraising Foods From Around the World plus 
the Christmas piano of Lancaster St.’s Kraig Greff on 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 2-5PM. The $20 tickets benefit the 
Society and the Childhood Speech and Language 
Center and are available at www.eventbrite.com/

org/3616015153. The temple is at Charles and 
39th Sts. Greff’s two Christmas albums, avail-
able through TonalVision.com.


