
 As the Orioles played out their first winning 
season in 15 years, orange and black joined purple 
as the fall colors along the bricks of Fell’s Point. 
On Saturday, Sept. 29, the team’s neighborhood 
rally caravan, “BUCKle Up!”, ballyhooing master 
Manager Buck Showalter, drew about 150 fans in 
orange for an hour outside Stuggy’s on the Square. 
No players attended--they would be on the field 
that evening. And many would show up early to 
help unveil a statue of Brooks Robinson, 75. But the 
rally was up-beat, led by Camden Yard’s announcer 
Ryan Wagner, with the Bird cavorting.
 One ‘Pointer wore Toronto Jays blue, and 
when Wagner noted that, the crowd booed. Then 
he pointed out that Toronto was playing the Yan-
kees. The crowd cheered. Within a few hours, the 
Jays beat the Yanks. It’s been that sort of summer, 
and it set a couple of the grizzled older attendees, 
wearing Robinson shirts, to reminiscing.  
 A couple of bittersweet items involving 
younger fans, whose team can be as eccentric as 
their own neighborhood:
 On the lower rail of the upper deck for the 
Sept. 13 day game against Tampa Bay, a hand-
lettered sign said, “Matusz’s Maniacs,” and behind 
it bobbed 150 grade schoolers from Fell’s Point’s 
Wolfe Street Academy charter school. A notice 
on the hectic center-field scoreboard introduced 
them to the crowd. As so often the case, the game 
went extra innings, and the bus taking the young-
sters back had to leave after nine. Among them 
was Edwin Rivera, young son of Ernesto Rivera, 
who works at Sal’s Seafood in Broadway Market. 
Edwin was thrilled to learn from his dad that the 
Os won 3-2, in the 14th. 
 Academy Principal Mark Gaither, asked about 
the venture, explained it was part of Orioles Out-
reach, with students and chaperones receiving a 
ticket, cap and shirt, a hot dog, soda and chips.  
“There was actually no direct contact with [pitcher 
Brian] Matusz. It just so happened that he was the 
one sponsoring our trip.” 
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Happenings

 About 500 neighbors took eve-
ning walks through Patterson Park 
on Oct. 2 to a meeting at the old 
Casino called by Councilman Jim 
Kraft after the City released a pro-
posal to carve a road and 96 parking 
spaces out of their beloved green 
acres. The attendees’ boisterous 
response: Keep the cars out. About 
5,200 signed a website petition with 
the same message and community 
groups including Fell’s Prospect and 
FPCO rallied members to the cause. 
Bill Vondrasek, acting director of 
Recreation and Parks, explained 
that the City wants to locate a se-
niors center in the Casino, now the 
Virginia S. Baker Recreation Center, 
expanding what until recently was a 
small seniors center there. 
 Also attending were State Sen. 
Bill Ferguson, Del. Pete Hammen, 
Dels. Luke Clippinger and Brian 
McHale. Kraft, who had learned of 
the plan only when it was released, 
opened the session by declaring 
that the issue is cars, not how the 
Baker Center might be used. Von-
drasek stressed that it was just a 
proposal but he defended it with 
arguments, starting by noting that 
some vehicles--mostly associated 
with Parks & Rec--already occupy 
park land, and underlining that the 
elderly couldn’t walk to the site. He 
then asked for hands on how many 
had walked, or driven, to the meet-
ing. The responses belied his case.
 Vondrasak and the head of the 
Health Department then fielded 
written questions, which over-
whelmingly reflected hostility to-
ward the City’s proposal. Long-term 
neighbors’ comments tended to 
reflect skepticism dating back to 
Rec and Parks’ failure to maintain 
the once storied walkways beneath 
the trees down through the last 
century--the park dating to 1827. 
Leadership of Its current revival, 
including restoration of the Pagoda 
and Boat Lake and the tree canopy, 
can be attributed more to formation 
of Friends of Patterson Park in 1999 
than to City initiatives. 
 The Mayor stated the next day that 
she was ordering Rec & Parks and 
Health to work with Kraft and com-
munity leaders toward a master plan 
for the park. Kraft, clearly feeling the 
park’s neighbors had won the first 
round, called off follow-up rallies.

 The prestigious American Planning Associa-
tion “singled out Fell’s Point, one of America’s most 
important Colonial and Civil War seaports, for its 
historic maritime role, character and charm, archi-
tecture, and preservation efforts” in naming it  one 
of the year’s top 10 neighborhoods in the nation. At 
the Oct. 3 Residents’ Assoc. meeting in Bertha’s, at-
tendees met the nominator for the award: recently 
arrived resident Stuart Stainman, an Urban Ranger 
for the Baltimore National Heritage Area and APA 
member. He is leading Ranger tours from the Visitor 
Center on weekends at 11AM and he prepared his 
submittal by culling the archive of the Preservation 
Society. Charles Village won the award in 2008 and 
another this year is New York’s 5th Ave.

(Continued)

Baseball Spills onto Bricks
500 Demand Car-Free Patt. Park

(Continued)

Pride of Baltimore II uncustomarily tied up at Ann 
Street Wharf Oct. 2-4, raising hopes of those wish-
ing it would quit Inner Harbor home dock for here. 
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‘Point on Top-of-Mark List

Alonso at Home in the ‘Hood
By Lew Diuguid
 The head of Baltimore’s public schools, Andres 
Alonso, 55, resident of the ‘Point’s condo gulch, is 
candid to a fault, admitting in a breakfast interview 
at Jimmy’s, as the Os battled for first place, that he is 
a Yankee fan. He also expresses an abiding love for 
this neighborhood and makes a compelling case 
that the schools in or near it are sound and on the 
rise. His pleasure comes in living by the water, and 
in walking the bricks on, say, a Wednesday evening, 
when the pace and feel is of a live community. 
He shares the fears of over-development--”You 
see the cranes”--but feels its mix of historical and 
picaresque will prevail.
 Dr. Alonso came from Yankee Land in 2007 to 
be chief executive officer of the City school system. 
He lived first in Otterbein, then bought a house in 
Fell’s Point but moved to a high-rise when street 
parking got him down. Discussing the proclivity 
of young families here to leave when their young-
sters reach school age, he saw signs of “a reverse 
migration” here and citywide--student population 
up in each of the last 5 years and 13,000 more pre-
kindergartners than 10 years ago. Once they start 
they tend to continue. “We’re competitive with the 
parochial schools now.” But federal funding of pre-k 
programs tends to limit them to the poor, so ‘Point 
parents’ access is limited.
 The Wolfe Street Academy charter 

Out of Mists of the Past
 The owner of The Black-Eyed Su-
san dinner boat, Leonard Schleider, 
returned to the Residents’ meeting 
Oct. 3 seeking support for perma-
nent docking for his sternwheeler 
on Broadway Pier. It tied up there 
during the Dixon mayorship but 
withdrew to Canton after her convic-
tion. Discussants raised again the 
inappropriateness of a Mississippi 
River boat, however authentic, to 
this historic port of sail. The Associa-
tion voted not to support Schleider. 

•



     The Preservation Society’s 46th Fun Festival 
weekend started early, on Friday, Oct. 5, with 

an evening of 
m i c r o b r e w -
ery sampling 
in the Square 
that according 
t o  a c c o u n t s 
proved worthy 
of repetition. 
 S a t u r d a y ’ s 
traditional beer 
gardens, vend-
ers,  puppetr y 

and music took place under sun and drew many 
thousands. Overnight, the tents of several venders’ 
stalls were said to be slashed. Sunday started in 
rain and the Ravens on TV and Orioles at the Park 
resulted in far thinner crowds. The Society relies on 
income from the Festival to underwrite preserva-
tion of Fell’s Point’s heirlooms and history.

 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The Fell’s Pointer thanks its three 
sustaining sponsors, One-Eyed 
Mike’s, 708 S. Bond St., 410.327 
0445; Duda’s Tavern, Thames and 
Bond Sts., 410.276.9719; as well 
as Howie B Properties, commercial 
and residential real estate in Fell’s 
Point and Baltimore, 410.375.4200 
or howiebproperties.com. 
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming Warren of 
warrencommunications@comcast. 
net. Additional graphics support 
byJacquie Greff, TonalVision.com. 
The ‘Pointer also is grateful to its 
volunteer distributors, tipsters and 
writers, and welcomes all submit-
tals, questions and complaints at 
the addresses below.

             Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup are Tues-
days and for recycling are Thursdays. 
Residents are limited to setting out three 
32-gallon cans of waste between 6PM on 
Mondays and 6AM on Tuesdays.
   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Antique Dealers’ Association: Call 
410.675.4776.
Community Organization:  Second 
Tuesdays at 606 South Ann St., 
443.791.1717.
Main Street: office, 1730 Bank St.  
410.675.8900.

Residents’ Association: First 
Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday of 
each month at Bertha’s, dlh411@
gmail.com.

Preservation Society: 410.675.6750 
ext.16 or preservationsociety.com.   

Fleet St. Organic Market

Alonso at Home - cont. from front

Baseball - cont. from front

By Diana Soliwon
 One might not have pegged Claudette Tor-
bey as the type to open the Fleet Street Market, 
the new neighborhood grocery at 2001 Fleet 
St. Torbey, 35, lives five blocks away from the 
humble, bodega-like shop across from Ale Mary’s 
saloon. In the last five years she’s lived in Chicago, 
San Francisco and Baltimore, residing in Butchers 
Hill for the last two. “Fighting for a living” is what 
Torbey said she left behind, having practiced fam-
ily law and criminal defense while in the Windy 
City. 
 Now the Vanderbilt and University of Wis-
consin graduate’s attention belongs to a vision of 
community and business. The idea was born of 
her disappointment in the “food desert” phenom-
enon that plagues much of the City. Fell’s Point 
might have tasty pubs and kitchy storefronts, but 
it has lacked a go-to food market within walking 
distance since the Broadway Market began to 
implode more than a decade ago. Most residents 
likely make the trip to Safeway in Canton, Whole 
Foods in Harbor East, or, in summer, to the Farm-
ers’ Market in Broadway Square. Indeed, she also 
looks for produce there to resell.
 Since the corner shop’s opening on June 9, 
Torbey has heeded customer feedback. She said 
she’s aware some of her products are expensive, 
and has tried to balance the books in the patrons’ 
favor. The quality of food and the treatment of 
animals are guiding principles, she said. For ex-
ample, a staple such as farm-fresh eggs can cost 
as much as $6 a dozen, but Torbey has added 
organic, cage-free eggs at $3 as an alternative. “I 
do what I have to do to get by [while] trying to 
figure out what customers want.” 
 Torbey said she has devoted herself to pro-
viding products unique to and beloved by Balti-
moreans. In the bakery section, she has Berger 
Cookies, Old Man Dave’s chewy cookies, breads 
from Hamilton Bakery and delights from Dirty 
Carrots Bakery, at Wolfe and Fleet Sts. Fresh pro-
duce abounds at agreeable prices, with butternut 
squash from One Straw Farm in White Hall and red 
organic onions at 88 cents/lb. Garlic is 89 cents/
lb. and Burton Farms tomatoes $1.49/lb. There’s 
Toto’s Blue Crab Salsa, Vanns Spices, Zeke’s Coffee, 
Michele’s Granola, Casa di Pasta from Little Italy 
and Gunpowder bison sausage. The bulk station 
has dried fruit, nuts, rice and lentils. Her cheeses 
include varieties from Cherry Glen Farm, Hawks 
Hill Creamery and Chapel’s County Creamery.
 “Ironically … I’ve never eaten worse in my 
life,” Torbey said. The visionary grocer said she 
splits her time between the business and her 

Claudette Torbey runs 
a sweet green market.
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 Since resident developer Dave Hol-
mes presented plans 6 yeas ago for 
rebuilding Broadway Market and its 
surroundings, the image of the project 
has been restoration of the building’s 
burned-off second floor and plucky 
cupola. Now, among the facing shop 
facades, stapled in place by massive 
girders, Holmes has announced that 
he can find no prospective tenant for 
the market’s second floor. It will not be 
rebuilt til one appears. The teardown 
of all but the facades along the 600 
block is also a rupture of the original 
project, which called for rehabbing the 
storefronts, with apartments upstairs 
and out back. 
 Holmes told the Task Force he is 
“excited” by response to reopening 
of Marketplace’s south shed, and 
he noted that rehabbing of the main 
building will include removal of the 
false front on Fleet St.  

Marketplace Cupola Crashes

family--two babies and 
her husband, a research-
er at Johns Hopkins. The 
shop has three part-time 
employees.
 Long-running prop-
erty owners in Fell’s Point, Nelson and Lily Adlin, 
have massively renovated the building, capping it 
with a cornice that approaches artwork. The deep 
structure recently had been an antique shop and 
a Segue rental center. Today there are also offices 
on the first floor, and apartments on the second 
and third.
 Torbey said she hopes to serve sandwiches 
on the fly in the future, but for now offers three 
pre-made items daily, at 2001 Fleet St., Mon.-Fri. 
10AM to 8PM, and Sat.-Sun. 9AM-7PM. 

 Sept. 24 was a day-night doubleheader against 
Toronto, and a family took the front seats of the 
Water Taxi for a breezy ride en route to Orioles Park-
-the young son bedecked for his team. Off Maritime 
Park, though, a gust blew his Smiling Bird cap into 
the water, eliciting muffled laments from other 
riders. The captain spun about. His crew woman 
leaned down from the portal for the gangplank 
and snared the floating cap. A grateful future third 
baseman thanked her and held it, tightly, in the sun 
to dry. The sign on the upper deck read “Machado’s 
Heroes,” for Manny the rookie sensation at third. 
The Os won the first game.

school at Gough St., nearest to most ‘Pointers, “is a 
very good school,” said Alonso. “If I had a 6-year-old 
I would send him there.” He does have an adopted 
son, but in his 30s and in New Jersey. “The charter 
schools have been a huge asset.” The Academy 
draws heavily from the Latin community, to the 
point that it is truly a bilingual school, he said. “I’ll 
talk to [Principal] Mark Gaither about promoting 
that.” He also praised the Hampstead Hill Academy. 
500 S. Linwood Ave., with more than 500 students 
preK-8th, where Mark’s brother is principal, and the 
Patterson Park Charter. Both have waiting lists. 
 Alonso praised Councilman Jim Kraft, the Ra-
vens and Orioles for supporting the school system, 
and when I told him about my encounter with 
Wolfe Streeters at Camden Yards [see accompany-
ing article], he replied, “I was at the game, too!” He 
was born in Cuba, where he still has family. Leaving 
there in 1969, he was educated at Columbia and 
Harvard. He has not gone back but not given up 
the possibility. “Cuba is one of the few things that 
can make me cry,” said the oft-criticized, oft-praised 
administrator. “When I get fired here, perhaps I’ll 
return for a visit,” he smiled.

•

Fun Festival in Sun and Rain


