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Happenings

By David M. Johnson
Fells Point Resident
 This summer, my wife Jill and I went to prison. 
We returned home to Fell’s Point with a mission: to 
stimulate public support for a long overdue monu-
ment here to the privateers of the War of 1812.
 The prison is called Dartmoor, in the cold, 
damp moors near Princetown in Devon, England. 
Even the English don’t visit there, much less Ameri-
can tourists. But we did, in search of Fell’s Point 
privateer history.
 Nearly 200 years ago, Dartmoor was crammed 
with over 5,700 captured American mariners, many 
of them privateers. It was cold, diseased, prisoners 
were flogged, sometimes shot. Of 271 who didn’t 
make it out alive, 24 were from Maryland and most 
likely sailed from our town’s docks. Fourteen are 
recorded as from Baltimore itself.
 Our local mariners spearheaded the privateer 
fleet. During the War of 1812, Fell’s Point sent out 
more letters of marque ships, 58, than any other 
U.S. port. Our privateers accounted for close to 
40% of the British merchant ships captured. Their 
relentless attacks on that island nation’s sea-going 
commerce are credited with helping force England 
to come burn Washington and try to do the same to 
Baltimore. Failing that, their merchant class, stung 
by mounting losses to the privateers, prodded the 
government to quickly sign a peace treaty.
 Today both the U.S. Navy Reserve and Mer-
chant Marine claim the privateers as their ances-
tors. And several monuments honor them 5,000 
miles from Fell’s Point near Dartmoor prison. For 
our visit there, we booked a private tour of the 
locked and now closed Princetown Church of St. 
Michael and All Angels. Started by French prison-
ers, it was finished by the Yanks, so both nations’ 
flags fly inside. A stained-glass window bears the 
inscription, “In memory of the American prisoners 
of war who were detained in the Dartmoor War 
Prison” and especially those who died there. It was 
donated in 1910 by the American Society of the 
Daughters of 1812.
 We also saw the American cemetery just 
outside the walls. You have to book a special tour 
to be allowed that close to the work-

Point’s Privateers:  Honored 
On Moor but Not Our Shore

Patterson Park’s battery marks the line where Fell’s 
Pointers helped fend off the British. In this issue, 
how parks are weathering the winter.
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Atop Historic Hampstead Hill
 As Fell’s Point looks to the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812, an affinity for Patterson Park--which 
many ‘Pointers seem to find distant--takes on 
historic substance. While privateers from this sail-
ing ship harbor carried the war to Britain’s waters, 
those still ashore here helped man the defensive 
line a 15-minute march away on Hampstead Hill to 
fend off royal invaders. That hill now is climbed by 
Patterson Park Ave. and capped by the all-seeing 
Pagoda. 
 The Friends of Pat-
terson Park group that 
has revived the park 
is using the winter to 
plan for still more ways 
to use it. Director Tim 
Almaguer, asked how 
the park will commem-
orate the defenders of 
1814, said, “Hampstead Hill had 12,000 volunteers 
then, and we have 250 now,” all of them improving 
the grounds or programs, and some of the latter 
will be devoted to the war. A line of cannon on the 
crest already marks where ex-mayor, and senator, 
Gen. Sam Smith, devised the ramparts that fended 
off the British. A National Parks Service trail is to 
lead tourists to the site and Almaguer foresees a 
wayside there with descriptives of how the British 
bent on burning out the ‘Point’s “nest of pirates” 
came acropper. 
 Friends of Patterson Park got its start in the 
1980s on a bedraggled Hampstead Hill. Almaguer 
explained how two Butchers Hill community 
groups collaborated to start with salvation of the 
rotting 1891 Pagoda, in theory a responsibility the 
city’s Parks Department. Then-state Sen. Perry Sfi-
kas and Del. Pete Hammen came up with $620,000 
in state funds to restore Charles Latrobe’s 60-foot-
high Pagoda. Nancy Supik, a leading volunteer, 
became director of the nascent Friends in 2002 
to assure maintenance of the gleaming structure. 
The Friends took on new challenges: restoration 
of the boat lake, planting of 800 trees across the 
135 acres, summer recreation programs for 250 
youngsters, Audubon bird watchings. 
 Almaguer, another volunteer at the outset, 
replaced Supik in the paid director job in 2006 
and wrote the book “Baltimore’s Patterson Park” 
for the Images of America series. Its text and pho-
tos display the glorious spring in the park, from 
William Patterson’s first gift of land in (Continued)

The Parks In Winter

A tree well in the ‘Point’s urban 
park, the Square at foot of Broad-
way, has stuck out like a sore toe 
since the fall, when Forestry work-
ers failed to remove a major stump. 
A recent call to 311 evoked a vow of 
a team on scene Feb. 23.

(Continued)

Thames Park Needs Friends
By Amy McGroarty
President, Friends of Thames St. Park
 This is a crucial time for the group 
that for seven years has worked 
at revival of this community’s sole 
public park. It might now make 
sense for the group to be taken 
into Main Street or the Residents’ 
Association, since members of 
the original Greenspace Action 
Partnership, more recently known 
as Friends of Thames Street Park, 
have dispersed and no replace-
ments have come forward. 
 After devoting many hours to the 
group as a founding member, with 
the first president, Kay Hogan, I no 
longer have the time and neither 
do Kathy and Troy Broadbent, who 
live beside the park and who also 
were present at the start. Kay is 
now president of the Preservation 
Society. The group does still have 
an account with Parks & People, 
which collaborates with the city 
on maintenance. A P&P grant for 
$1,700 is being used for a “child 
friendly, historic” sign about the 
shipping industry in Fell’s Point. 
The Preservation Society is assist-
ing with content of the sign, which 
is also to be approved by the Parks 
and Recreation Dept. for spring 
installation. The money will also be 
used for a spring clean-up.
 No funds have been found for 
the youngsters’ schooner, a feature 
of GAP’s design.  It was to fit the 
“footprint” of the Chasseur, built  
just across Wolfe St., with a mast 
and decks for climbers.   
 Members are needed but leader-
ship is the most important. Since 
the renovation is complete but 
for the schooner, the group would 
need to decide what its role would 
be--arranging concerts, clean-ups, 
picnics? Complaints continue of 
dogs off leash and owners allowing 
them in the children’s fenced area. 
We recommend that people direct 
dog safety issues to 911 and park 
maintenance issues to 311 or go 
online to www.baltimorecity.gov.

Tim Almaguer



 The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and participation 
in patrols and this newsletter are 
welcome. E-mail info@fpcop.com. 
Online www.fpcop.com. Write P.O. 
Box 6137, Baltimore, MD 21231.

thanks!
  The Fell’s Pointer thanks its three 
sustaining contributors for covering 
our nearly $150 monthly printing 
bill: Henderson’s Wharf, 1000 Fell 
St., 410.522.7777; an anonymous 
fellow sustainer; and Duda’s Tavern, 
Thames and Bond Sts. Such support 
makes publication possible, as do 
volunteer distributors. Recruits are 
most welcome via e-mail below.
 Design and layout are contrib-
uted by Tina Fleming of Warren 
Communications, warrencommuni-
cations@comcast.net. We welcome 
donations by readers but more 
importantly submittals, questions 
or complaints. 
  Editor Lew Diuguid

Trash and Recycling  
 Current days for trash pickup 
are Tuesdays and for recycling are 
Thursdays. Residents are limited to 
setting out three 32-gallon cans of 
waste between 6PM on Mondays 
and 6AM on Tuesdays.   

Schedules

PRINTER AD

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ Asso-
ciation: Call 410.675.4776.

Fell’s Point Community Organiza-
tion:  Second Tuesdays at 606 
South Ann St., 443.791.1717.

Fell’s Point Main Street: office, 1730 
Bank St.  410.675.8900.

Fell’s Point Residents’ Association:
First Wednesdays, 7PM, Bertha’s.
Greenspace Action Partnership:
Second Tuesdays, 7PM, Obsidian 
Realty, 1816 Aliceanna St. 

Neighborhood Meetings
Douglass Place: Third Tuesday 
of every other month at Bertha’s, 
dlh411@gmail.com.

Privateer - Cont. from front

Photo by Joe Nash, Butchers Hill
This Chevy in-line 6 knows Butchers Hill.

“What Was the Question, Mark?-V
Say, Aged Chevy, Haven’t We Met?
By Mark Walker
 Do you believe in déjà vu? Let me repeat 
that. Last month I was driving to work here when 
I spotted an old, obscure yet occasional friend, an 
impeccable antique delivery truck parked across 
the street from Patterson Park. As it took firm grip 
of my curiosity, I soon realized I have been seeing 
it thereabout for nearly half of my 58 years.
 It’s funny how sometimes you pay little atten-
tion to these oddball things in busy times. But now 
that the truck had arrested me, I read the message 
on its side: Mark Supik & Company. I know Mark and 
Nancy. They live in Butchers Hill. I and my Punch 
& Judy puppets worked as volunteers during her 
leadership of Friends of Patterson Park. After a 
phone call, I had my answer on the length of my 
affair with that panel truck: 26 years. I don’t know 
many people who live in their homes for 26 years. 
Some trees don’t live that long.
 Nancy formally introduced me to their 1953 
Chevy, retired from the Yoe, Pa., Fire Department in 
1982. It had carried a generator and lights for night 
fires. When Mark bought the truck in 1982 it had 
5,800 miles. He is a member of the Inliners Interna-
tional, a car club devoted to inline engines. In ‘85 
he made it his delivery van. The Supiks’ company, 
at 1 N. Haven St. in Highlandtown, turns wood on 
wondrous lathes for architects, designers, builders 
and homeowners--columns, spindles and furniture 
parts. One of their recent special-order customers 
was the White House--the one in Washington, not 
in Patterson Park. Draft beer pulls are a major line. 
Driven by demand, the company also is casting as 
well as turning the pulls.
 While the truck is now kept in a garage at the 
workshop, it still plies the streets of Butchers Hill, 
making deliveries to the well-wooded interiors 
along the streets embracing Patterson Park. 

 Fans on both sides of park land vs. lacrosse 
turned to the ex-brownfield of Harbor Point 
in November to contest for space and place in 
that redevelopment project led by H&S. Both 
sides expressed satisfaction with the outcome, 
resolved at the Planning Commission: the site’s 
most favored two acres, looking into the harbor 
on the northwest corner, are to be a green pub-
lic park--with community input-- instead of the 
initially proposed artificial-turf lacrosse field. That 
1.8-acre field will be shifted inland, still adjacent 
to an eventual museum-headquarters of the U.S. 
Lacrosse Association--the cultural component of 
the mixed-use 27-acre ex-Allied Chemical site. 
 In all, 8.3 acres are to be “open,” including the 
field, park, streets, plazas and the encircling Prom-
enade. Vice President Marco Greenberg of Harbor 
East Development Corp. has pointed out that U.S. 
Lacrosse is eager to replace its cramped facility at 
Hopkins Homewood, moving up the cultural site 
development timetable from years off to perhaps 
this year. The field, also for other sports, is to have 
no grandstand but berms to seat 1,200. 

Harbor Pt. Park:  Pride of Place Instead of Lacrosse Field
  Greenberg had sought support of community 
groups for modifications of the project, including 
the lacrosse matter. Negotiating for most Task 
Force community groups were President Carolyn 
Boitnot of the Waterfront Alliance, President Arthur 
Purschetz and member Kay Hogan of the Residents’ 
Association, and Fell’s Prospect President Victor 
Corbin. 

Whither Monument?
 If Fell’s Point is to honor its privateers, where 
might the monument rise? Probably beside, or even 
slightly in, the water. In redeveloping Harbor Point, 
Maritime Park, Bond Street green, Broadway Pier, Rec 
Pier, at a turn in the Promenade? And who should be 
the sculptor? E-Mail us your point of view: info@fpcop.

Hampstead Hill - Cont. from front
1827 through glass palaces and fanciful brick walks, 
until the leaves started falling in the last half of the 
20th century.   The Friends group has stabilized the 
park and is bringing it back--this in turn contribut-
ing to enhancement of the neighborhoods that 
surround it.  Friends now has 4 employees and a 
$250,000 budget. It works with the Parks Dept. on 
maintenance and comes up with added programs. 
Right now ice skating is big, basketball leagues 
and Zumba workouts. Come summer: swimming, 
concerts and Shakespeare under the stars. Fell’s 
Pointers, with more dogs than children, might, by 
joining, carry their case for a dog run to the park. 
It is a tough issue, said Almaguer, a dog owner. 
Contacts: www.pattersonpark.com; 410.396.9392, 
or 22 S. Patterson Park Ave, the White House.

Parking Sticker Distribution
 The Residents’ Association park-
ing czar, Neil Tabor, announced 
that stickers for the annual parking 
permits obtained from the city will 
be distributed on Wednesday, Feb. 
23, 5-7PM, at Max’s Taphouse, 737 
S. Broadway. Applications must 
be made through the city Parking 
Authority, 443.573.2800. 

 Officer Larry Fasano told the 
Residents that his ticketing of 
through trucks for prohibited use 
of neighborhood streets is being 
sustained overwhelmingly in traffic 
court. He called attention to a De-
partment of Transportation session 
on Tuesday, Feb.15, 6-8PM at the 
Pratt Library branch, 1303 Orleans 
St., to discuss truck routes. 

Halting Through Trucks

ing jail. A massive gate also was donated by the 
Daughters, plus an obelisk. By the early 2000s this 
cemetery was neglected. U.S. servicemen based in 
England fixed it up on their own time. With money 
from another U.S. 1812 society, two black marble 
monuments feature the names of the American 
sailors buried there. The inscription: “You have not 
been forgotten.”
 There’s the rub. While these memorials stand 
on our then-enemy’s soil, few can see them. We 
came home to Fell’s Point, the port that sent out 
more privateers than any other. Here, 
no stained glass, no obelisks, no in-
scribed names. Nothing. 
We think Fell’s Point 
might like to change 
that, especially with 
the bicentennial of the 
War of 1812, and of our 
privateer fleet’s brave 
role, soon upon us. 
So we’ve been taking 
this story out to the com-
munity to see if Baltimore 
is ready to support a proper 
monument to those mariners 
who guarded our freedom during the 
War of 1812. We’ll keep you posted.


