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Happenings
HARBOR BALL COMEBACK—
AFTER 30-YEAR ABSENCE

The Residents’ Association (ex-
Homeowners’) is sponsoring 
the revival on Friday, Oct. 5, 
of a tradition missing for 30 
years, the Harbor Ball. Funds 
raised through the $50 tickets 
will benefit the Preservation 
Society in the renovation of its 
Merchant House at 1732 Thames 
St. Past balls were held in the 
Rec Pier Ballroom—lately open 
only to movie makers—but the 
revival will be in a tent at Living 
Classrooms’ Maritime Park at the 
west end of Thames, from 9 until 
midnight. A VIP reception in the 
Douglass-Myers Founders’ Room 
costs $200. Tickets through 
www.missiontix.com.

As for the Preservation Society, 
it is offering the New-Old 
Theater’s “Stage Struck Yankee” 
in period costume and accent in 
the garden of the Robert Long 
House on Sept. 20-22 at 8:30PM. 
Tickets available through  
www.newoldtheater.org, from  
$5 to $12.

Oh yes, the Society’s major 
fund-raising event, the 41st Fun 
Festival, will be Oct. 6-7 from 
11AM to 7PM.

“PIRATES IN THE PARK”

For the youngsters, “Pirates in 
the Park—A Children’s Event” in 
the ever-changing Thames Street 
Park on Saturday, Sept. 15 from 
9:30 to 11:30AM. The toy store at 
1623 Thames St. is the sponsor 
and will have an entertainer on 
hand, not to mention a pirate 
costume contest, face painting, 
bean bag toss and a “green”’ 
table. The latter will offer 
information on the design for the 
children’s area of the park, being 
renovated by Greenspace Action 
Partnership in conjunction with 
the City and cosponsors.

LINDY IN PATTERSON PARK

At the Pulaski monument in the 
southeast corner of Patterson 
Park, join Charm City Swing on 
Sundays from noon until 3PM, 
Sept 16, 23, 30 and Oct 14, 21., 
To learn how to swing dance, 
swing by the DJ booth and ask 
for a 5-minute lesson.  
www.charmcityswing.com.

On Saturday, Sept. 15, 9AM- 
3PM (rain date Sept 16): 
Bargains, Art, Music and Food.   
www.butchershill.org. For more 
information on the Friends of 
Patterson Park, go to website at 
www.pattersonpark.com or call 
410-276-3676. 

“ANNA” AND ART AT CORNER 
THEATER

Running at the Corner Theater 
from Sept. 21 to Oct. 21 is  
“Anna in the Tropics,” 
accompanied by a lobby art 
show featuring the work of Jeff 
Middlebrooks. The theater is  
at 251 S. Ann St. Tickets $20, 
$17 for students and seniors. 
Reserve at 410-276-7837.

Graziano Says Rec Pier Disposition Is at Hand,  
and as for the Movies . . .

Housing Commissioner Paul Graziano, respond-
ing to questions from The Fell’s Pointer, said last 
week that disposition of Rec Pier to the develop-
ment team represented by J.J. Clarke is imminent. 
If so, announcement may come before the Sept. 
8 publication of this newsletter. The Clarke team 
intends to convert the pier, with its deteriorated 
underpinnings, into a 130-room Aloft Hotel.

For obscure reasons, Rec Pier comes under  
Housing. Graziano was asked in an e-mail “to  
explain for our community readership why 
nothing apparent to us has occurred concerning 
redevelopment of Rec Pier—three years after you 
chose developer J.J. Clarke for the job because you 
said he would be quickest at attending its urgent 
needs. Clarke, with his latest partners H&S, says 
he has delivered to the City all asked of him to 
allow transfer of the property.”

Graziano replied, “While there have been some 
unfortunate setbacks like the loss of the New 
Orleans partners due to Hurricane Katrina, I 
am happy to say that I am sitting down with 
Joe Clarke and his new partners before the end 
of [last] week and expect to wrap on the deal.” 
Actually there have been two other sets of partners 
since Kimpton of New Orleans bowed out. Clarke 
predicted last December that the property transfer 
would occur early this year and the project would 
be completed in ‘08.

Although the pier has been judged risky for com-
munity use, it has been the site repeatedly of movie 
making and was again this month. Accordingly, we 
put the matter to Graziano: “The pier is again in the 
hands of a movie maker whose mass of trucks oc-
cupies half of Thames Street and makes a mockery 
of the pedestrians’ Promenade. It would be some 
consolation to residents if you could show that 
some of that income from the movie contract finds 
its way back to Fell’s Point, besides the spending by 
actors.” On that one he declined to comment.

Photo by Lew Diuguid
Movie makers occupied most of Thames Street  

in most of August.

Continued on Page 2

Public Academy, at Wolfe and Gough, Turns a Corner
By Mark Gaither,  
Principal, Wolfe Street Academy
It was most likely an August day like recent ones 
when the doors opened on the first school in 
Southeast Baltimore at the corner of Gough and 
Wolfe Streets. Students would have come from all 
around the city to learn their letters and numbers. 
They were excited even though they had to put 
their school clothes back on and say goodbye to 
the freedoms of summer.

Although many things were the same, many were 
different when that school opened in the mid-
1800s. It served Southeast Baltimore until 1889, 
when it was torn down and replaced with Public 

School #23. The 19th century was coming to a 
close but cars were still to be invented. It wasn’t 
until disco was king that another new school 
opened at Wolfe and Gough. In 1975, the current 
building opened as General Wolfe Elementary 
School. Through 125 years, innumerable teach-
ers, families, principals, and students have sought 
personal improvement at this corner.

Now we again start anew at the corner. Wolfe 
Street Academy, one of Baltimore’s newest schools, 
has opened for the 2007-8 year. Wolfe Street 

Needed: Volunteers to Keep The ‘Pointer Door-to-Door
By Lew Diuguid, Editor

As The Fell’s Pointer resumes publication after 
vacation in August, its minuscule volunteer staff 
cannot help but notice--we need more volunteers. 
The shortage is acute of people willing to devote an 
hour or less each month to delivering the newsletter. 
Circulation Manager Jacquie Greff bears the brunt 
of posting the 2,000 copies to volunteers with short 
routes who go door to door--at a minimum, the 
doors of neighbors on their own block. A few good 
intermediary lieutenants are needed, too.

Lately, stalwart carriers have moved on, leaving 
too much effort to too few. We are to the point of 
eliminating delivery to blocks that have no volun-
teers. If not enough volunteers step up, we must 
reduce the number of copies and distribute them 

solely through stacks laid into apartment houses 
and commercial sites. We think not many residents 
want that, and we look forward to affirmation of 
that through volunteers’ calls or e-mails to Jacquie: 
410-675-0591 or jacquie@TonalVision.com.

On the editorial side, there is a chronic shortage, 
too, of residents willing to send in stories, or even 
ideas of potential stories. The more of that, the 
more community-minded will be the ‘Pointer. 
Our acquisition of staff writer Mark Walker is 
a stellar example of what restless new mind can 
add to a mix still too dependent, frankly, on 
me. I would prefer to edit, and promise plenty 
of that if you doubt your writing is up speed: 
lewkaydiuguid@earthlink.net or 410-732-8232.



Printing expenses for this 
month’s newsletter were 
donated by John Steven 

Ltd. and Henderson’s 
Wharf. Readers Robert and 
Melissa Willingham of the 
Tortilleria Sinaloa at 1716 

Eastern Avenue contributed 
$100. Design and layout 

were contributed by Doyle 
Communications. 

Schedules
TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! 

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization meets at Lemko 
House, 603 S. Ann St.,  
on second Mondays at 7PM.  
(443) 791-1717.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at  
8AM on first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. Office,  
(410) 675-8900.

Fell’s Point Resident’s 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 732-8232.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is published 
monthly by volunteers of  
Fell’s Point Citizens on Patrol,  
Inc. Questions, input and 
participation in patrols and  
this newsletter are welcome.  
E-mail fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. Write  
to P.O. Box 6137, Baltimore,  
MD 21231

thanks!

“Public Academy…”  continued from page 1

Academy is a Baltimore City Public Charter 
School that serves 165 elementary students, 
mainly from Fells Point. We seek to prepare all of 
our students for the 21st century and we set one 
expectation that will guide them in the myriad of 
decisions that will face them: Wolfe Street Acad-
emy Community members will be respectful and 
responsible at all times.

Setting this expectation clearly in front of our 
families, students, faculty and neighbors, we seek to 
provide the tools with which everyone will be able 
to make decisions that will enable them to succeed.

So far, the members of the Wolfe Street Communi-
ty have met their goals. Through hard work, strong 
relationships, and perseverance, we, as a commu-
nity, have met every academic and attendance goal 
set by the Maryland State Department of Education 
for two years running. This allowed us to make 
Adequate Yearly Progress and be removed from the 
state list of schools in need of improvement.

Now that we have proven 
what we can do when we 
work together, this year holds 
the promise of continued 
strong instructional methods, 
expanded fine arts program-
ming, physical education, field 
trips, community service and 
the development of a caring, 
supportive community that 
will help all students reach the 
highest goals.

The power of the community 
to raise children lies in the 
care shown for the details of 
those young lives. We welcome 
you all to be a part of this. 
For more information, please 
call 410- 396-9140 or visit our website www.
wolfestreetacademy.org.

ONLY IN FELL’S POINT-I

After a Nip, Knapp Took a Bite Out of Britannia

Hard to believe this year marks the 15th anniver-
sary of Jeff Knapp’s death, although many a glass 
has been raised. In case you’re not up on your Fell’s 
Point lore, he tended bar at the Cat’s Eye Pub in 
the 1970s and ‘80s—and perfected practical jokes. 
Jeff loved libations and died in 1992, one week 
before the Fun Festival banned drinking on the 
streets. Ever since, Knapp devotees have conducted 
an annual pub crawl in his honor. This year’s is on 
Saturday, Sept, 29. See Alicia Horn at Birds of a 
Feather for details.

As the anniversary approaches, Denise Whitman 
of the Preservation Society and Fell’s Point icon 
Steve Bunker reminded me of this Knapp story:

A few years back there was a real uproar over an 
export tax for British gin, which was driving up 
bar prices. To protest this, Jeff and Kenny Orye, 
owner of the Cat’s Eye Pub (see January 2007 
Fell’s Pointer), collected a slew of empty gin 
boxes—Boodles, Tanqueray, Bombay—and carried 
them over their heads to protest “taxation with-
out representation.” Accompanied by a marching 
band, they paraded them through the streets. It 
happened that a British ship was docked by Broad-
way Pier.

The day was hot and after Jeff and Kenny threw 
the boxes into the water, they cannon-balled into 
the harbor, too. They also tossed in an effigy of 
Maggie Thatcher. Jeff and Kenny were Irish and 
Thatcher was their prime villain. And for a very 
long time the Cat’s Eye didn’t serve British gin.

Jeff and Kenny had their quirks and some residents 
certainly didn’t approve of the vomiting contests 
on the bar steps or the microwave cremations of 
Barbie & Ken dolls. Others found humor in the 
mock Norwegian invasions, with boats and charac-
ters decked out as Vikings. Fifteen years now, and 
Knapp is still the name you hear when bar talk 
turns to Fell’s Point funk.

9/11 Honorees Are Preservationists vonKarajan and Eney
Pastor John Trautwein announced for this is-
sue that the winners of this year’s 9/11 Selfless 
Community Service Awards are Director Ellen 
vonKarajan of The Preservation Society and, for 
past service, architectural historian Robert Eney. 
A presentation ceremony will be held on Tuesday, 
Sept. 11 in the Square at 7:30PM.

This is the fifth year that PJ has fostered the 
awards, and the second year in which two are to be 
presented. Last year’s winners were writer Robert 
C. Keith and Interstate battler Lucretia Fisher. 
VonKarajan has worked with the Preservation 
Society Board through tumultuous period that 
began with a major fire at the historical Robert 
Long House and saw major donations of property 

to the Society. Through it all was the challenge of 
working with the Maryland Historical Society to 
create the now endangered Maritime Museum on 
Thames Street. Her donated hours through this 
run are beyond the bookkeeping capacities of the 
Society. She was nominated by George Geary, the 
board president.

Eney was one of the founders of what became the 
Preservation Society during the battle against plans 
to route Interstate 95 through Fell’s Point. His 
documentation of often deteriorated houses slated 
for demolition was instrumental in the survival of 
many of them. His efforts continue in an attempt 
to preserve a historic property among those to be 
demolished on Aliceanna Street at St. Stan’s.

CAVACOS


