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Happenings
BLOG PERSISTENCE PAYS AT 
SEBALITMORECRIME.ORG

FPCOP’S SEBaltimoreCrime.
org is paying dividends to 
persistent bloggers. Responses 
on the site show how neighbors 
can add their own observations 
to cases reported on the site. 
And the police are weighing 
in as well. A case of apparent 
unresponsiveness to a 911 call 
triggered some investigating that 
revealed Baltimore City does not 
have the same policies that some 
other counties do regarding 
responding to 911 calls. In Anne 
Arundel County, for instance, it is 
policy that every 911 call gets a 
follow-up. In Baltimore City, there 
are triage and time-out policies 
that may prevent some calls from 
getting a response at all, based 
on perceived severity, officer 
availability, and whether or not 
a response was issued within a 
standard 20-minute time period. 
Find the full account on the site.

FLEET STREET=BANK STREET

Fleet Street is becoming the 
Bank street, one might say 
the Wall Street, of Fell’s Point. 
Mike Davis of BB&T Bank of 
Winston-Salem, N.C., came 
before the Task Force on Nov. 
29 to announce plans for a 
4,000-square-foot branch at 
1510-12 Fleet St. after extensive 
renovation of the two properties. 
BB&T is seventh largest bank 
nationally but has only five 
branches in Baltimore and 
a regional office on Pratt St. 
downtown. The Development 
Corp. suggested it could help 
the bank attain a $5,000 facade 
improvement grant through the 
Main Streets program to help fix 
up the buildings.

JOSEPH CENTER SPIRIT 

Although the Joseph SeniorLife 
Center at 430 S. Broadway 
closed in 2005 after 24 years 
of serving low-income seniors, 
other services continue for 
a predominantly younger 
clientele through the Hispanic 
Apostolate’s Immigration Legal 
Services at the same address. 
And in another touch from the 
past, the St. Joseph Medical 
Center mobile unit is still often 
parked out front, offering 
assistance as well.

The Center closed when its 
population of often European 
elderly immigrants dispersed 
or died. But the other resident 
Catholic charity, which for 11 
years has offered mostly Latin 
immigrations free or low-cost 
legal assistance, has found its 
workload increasing. “More have 
come,” said health services 
staffer Evelyn Rosario, “our 
community is growing.” A  
prime function is to teach 
English as a second language 
and she said volunteers are 
needed. The staff has one paid 
teacher but 30 to 60 potential 
students daily, with flexible 
hours. The Center’s phone is 
(410) 522-2668.

Adding to cosmopolitan feel  
of Broadway are neighbors 
of the Center: The Tibetan 
Buddhist Cultural Center Thrift 
Shop at 514 and the Karmic 
Connection at 508.

What with Santa having arrived last Saturday by 
tug and the boats having paraded well lit, the De-
velopment Corp. has devised a sequel of holiday 
cheer for this Saturday, Dec. 9, that includes the 
all- day annual Eggnog Contest for shoppers mak-
ing their rounds and Gingerbread house-making 
from 10AM to 1PM at the Visitor Center, 808 S. 
Ann St.

Dickens Carolers stroll from 4 to 6PM and start-
ing at 7 tonight the Chancel Handbell Choir of 
Towson Presbyterian Church will play and Comp-
troller William Donald Schaefer will read “’Twas 
the Night Before Christmas” at the Waterfront 
Hotel, 1710 Thames St. A reception follows. Seat-
ing is limited and charitable donations are request-
ed. The Development Corporation is a non-profit 
dedicated to making Fell’s Point “a vital and 
unique place to shop, visit, tour and live.” More 
information is at www.fellspointdevelopment.com 
or (410) 675-8900.

The Rev. Jack Trautwein’s celebrations include, 
on Christmas Eve at 11PM, a candlelight carol 
service at the Vagabond Theatre on the Square. 
On Christmas at 11AM he will be town-crying 
through the streets, and on Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
he offers Christmas Blessing of the Homes (Call PJ 
to make appointment, (410) 746-7494). John Patti 

of WBAL Radio will have a special Christmas in 
Maryland show, on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, that will lead with recorded PJ town-crying 
last year.

The Fell’s Point Corner Theatre is presenting “The 
Six Jewels,” by the Challenged Ensemble, a song-and-
dance journey “to find the jewels within each of us.” 
Also, a Bazaar will be held before and after perfor-
mances featuring gifts, baked goods, refreshments 
and auction opportunities to benefit youth programs.

The ensemble began in 1995 under the 
guidance of Barry Feinstein, creating 
plays that express the creative talents 
and aspirations of its members. This 
program provides opportunities to 
challenged individuals of all ages. 
Participants are involved in all aspects 
of theater, Featured as well are many 
talented and experienced Baltimore 
actors of all ages. Performances are Fri-
days at 8PM, Saturdays at 3 and 8PM, 
and Sundays at 7PM through Dec. 17. 
Call (410) 276-7837 for reservations. 
Seniors/Students $12, children 12 and 
under $8.

And here is The “Pointer’s first annual 
gift tip for the locally attuned: “Balti-
more’s Patterson Park” by Friends of 
Patterson Park Director Tim Almaguer. 
The 130-page book covers the history 
that started in the 1660s. It includes 
over 180 park pictures. The $25 price 
for a special signed edition includes 
shipping, handling and taxes.  
Proceeds benefit the park. To reserve  
a book, go to www.patterson-
park.com or call (410) 276-3676. 
For more information email  

‘Point’s Christmas Traditions Bear Repeating

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XVI

When We Horsed Around as 45s Spun at a Smoky Shrine to Elvis
By Mark Walker

I met my future wife on a blind date at the Horse 
You Came In On, and we married 11 months 
later, on Valentine’s Day 1992. My bar-hopping 
life was on a rocking roll. The following year, my 
brothers and my new wife gave me a surprise 40th 
birthday dinner party in the Brewing Company, 

at 2112 Fleet Street (now Tyson’s Tavern), where 
National Brewery got its start.

The owner asked us if we wanted to see something 
unusual in the basement: a tunnel he’d discovered 
dating to the Civil War era that gave slaves an 

photo by Jacquie Greff 
Santa tugged in Dec. 2 and Kimmie Meissner lit the tree.

continued

It beats landing reindeer on a rooftop deck!



Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
Garbage Bags Are No
Longer Allowed

TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans! Crews are picking 
up bagged leaves on the 
second trash day of the week 
through Jan. 27.

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization will meet on 
Monday, Dec, 11 at 7PM 
in Lemco House at 603 S. 
Ann St, to discuss through-
truck problems with Del. 
Pete Hammen and a police 
representative.

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealers’ 
Association: Call (410) 675-4776.

The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp. Board meets at 8AM 
on first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. On third Tuesdays, 
the Board meets at 8AM in Tea-
ology, 1705 Eastern Avenue, 
followed by an Open Business 
Forum at 9AM, also in Tea-
ology, with all business  
owners welcome.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’ 
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center (410) 675-6750.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!

LETTER FROM MAINE-II

Cooperation Overcame Divisions in a Troubled ‘Point Period
By Steve Bunker

This concludes the reminiscence of former com-
munity leader Bunker, triggered by Mark Walker’s 
profile of him in the May and June issues. Last 
month, Bunker gave his account of the formation 
of the Owners, Renters, and Residents Association.

Thanks to Rick Vaughn and Jackie Watts, we pub-
lished the ORRA Fell’s Point newsletter for several 
years, and tackled local concerns. We wanted 
ORRA to represent working people’s interests 
and to continue the work of the late Dick Faint 
and the Fell’s Point Improvement Association. We 
joined forces with the Business Association and 
reached out to our surrounding neighborhood 
groups to form the Waterfront Coalition to defend 
our area from the waterfront condo-mania.

We were substantial financial contributors to the 
coalition, thanks to the financial stewardship of 
ORRA treasurer John Horn. We fought for lower 
heights and density, historic preservation, and eco-
nomic fairness. Our battles got nationwide atten-
tion, and even brought the President’s Council on 
Historic Preservation to Fell’s Point and Canton.

We won awards and most of our battles in spite 
of the opposition of the developers and both the 
governor and mayor. The Homeowners’ Associa-
tion was not initially a member of the Waterfront 
Coalition but eventually joined. I felt that the 
name ORRA carried baggage and didn’t reflect 
the new cooperative spirit in Fell’s Point. At the 
suggestion of Dolores Deluxe, it became the Fell’s 
Point Community Organization. I was president 
of FPCO for several years.

The split between ORRA and the Homeown-
ers group was painful and damaged a number 
of friendships. I even received obscene mail and 
phone calls. A home-made firebomb was thrown 
against Celie Ives’ house in what later turned out 
to be an unrelated matter. ORRA was character-
ized as “a bunch of Bolsheviks” by a city official. 
Some saw it as a battle of “the snobs versus slobs.”

But the process was worth the price. When the 
Homeowners and FPCO joined forces in the 
Waterfront Coalition, many of the old resent-
ments were forgotten. With the help of groups in 
Canton, Highlandtown, Upper Fell’s Point and 
Butchers Hill we halted several high-rise towers 
and harbor-front developments that would have 
destroyed our urban village. We sent unworthy 
City Council representatives packing and elected 
new leadership from the community. As long as 
the administration and the real estate profiteers 
could exploit our divisions we had little impact. 
We learned to listen to each other and made our 
voices heard downtown and in Annapolis. We 
knew our waterfront would change. We simply 
wanted a fair voice in the process.

Fell’s Point taught me the meaning of commu-
nity. I arrived as a drifter, but left as a citizen. 
I am grateful for those lessons and for the dear 
neighbors who were my teachers. I hope you folks 
will be as kind to your new Spanish~speaking 
neighbors as you were to me. And Fell’s Point will 
always have my heart.

LETTER FROM LANCASTER STREET

Image, and Meaning, of Mike

You reported about the sale of the painting of 
Mike Seibert by Bob Gerber, “The Antique Man.” 
Every night in Baltimore City, approximately 
3,000 individuals are homeless. Individuals 
who are seriously mentally ill, as Mike was, are 
particularly vulnerable on the streets. I bought the 
painting because I wanted Mike’s life to stand for 
something—I couldn’t bear the idea that Mike 
would become just another anonymous homeless 
person dead and forgotten. So, figuratively speak-
ing, I took him home with me.

I work for the State health department, am 
staff to the Governor’s Interagency Council on 
Homelessness, and am working on my disserta-
tion examining the impact of homelessness on 

emergency rooms in the City. Along with many 
others, I am working to help make “the system” 
a better one for people like Mike, but it’s a hard 
battle to win. Seeing Mike every day personi-
fied in that painting is an inspiration for me to 
continue working toward social betterment. The 
injustice of being ill and living on the street is 
not something anyone should experience in this 
wealthiest of nations.

I’d like to thank Yuri, the artist who so beautifully 
captured Mike on canvas. Bob has a few of Yuri’s 
other paintings of Mike if anyone is interested. 
Please help support a local artist.

Barbara DiPietro, Lancaster Street

“When We Horsed Around…” continued from page 1

escape route. I didn’t think the evening could get 
any more interesting until we continued east on 
Fleet to Port Street and confronted a 12-by-15-
foot mural of Elvis Presley–next to a galley bar 
called Bonnies.

Lavonda “Bonnie” Hunt was an Elvis fanatic and 
every narrow inch of her saloon was dedicated 
to him: photos, figurines, Elvis painted on black 
velvet. The juke box blared 45 r.p.m. records of the 
King of Rock and Roll. Over the years, Bonnie’s 
Elvis shrine suffered feuds with neighbors, run-ins 
with the Liquor Board, and general misfortune. 
While her place would leap up during holidays, it 
lacked a regular clientele. Then, too, Bonnie was 

a chain smoker. The gasping faithful at the shrine 
left reeking of nicotine.

Bonnie was born on a farm outside of Savannah. 
Married five times, she moved to Baltimore in the 
early ‘50s and worked the waterfront as a barmaid 
until she bought her place in 1981. On my 40th, 
the joint was jumping. A year later, Bonnie died 
at 62. The building eventually was replaced by an 
upscale yuppie palace.

As for the Horse my wife and I came in on, owner 
Howard Gerber, who opened it in 1972, sold it at 
auction last month for $1.57 million. The buyer 
was Ioannis Korologos of Ellicott City, owner of 
Double TT Diners, who told The Sun he intends 
to keep the saloon the way it came into him.


