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Happenings:
BROMO SELTZER

The New York Times reported 
on Sept. 28 that Bromo Seltzer 
is making a comeback, with the 
name’s new New Jersey owner 
banking on the tag line “Bromo 
burp” to effervesce with new 
generations “for whom Bromo 
Seltzer is just a name on a clock 
tower in downtown Baltimore.” 
The tower and the company 
belonged to Capt. E.E. Emerson.

Like Natty Boh, now brewed 
elsewhere, sales of Bromo 
Seltzer are bound to bubble up 
in Fell’s Point. NOTE TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT CORP.: Find a 
drug store magnate willing to 
seize the moment by placing 
an emporium on Broadway and 
crowning it with the tower’s blue 
bottle–returning it to public view. 
Sales will go through the roof.

AUDUBON BIRDWALK

On the last Saturday of every 
month at 8AM, the Audubon 
Society’s David Curson leads 
Friends of Patterson Park and 
others on a bird walk in the 
park—where he has identified 
138 species. In an interview, 
Curson was asked why he lives 
in Baltimore: “My wife and I 
came to live here because of 
Patterson Park–it’s like a  
green lung in the most built-up 
part of the city.” Walks depart 
from the Marble Fountain  
near the Pagoda. Register by  
the prior Thursday at  
(410) 558-BIRD. To join the 
Friends, call (410) 276-3676.

VOLUNTEERS: 

TREE CENSUS… The Baltimore 
Harbor Watershed Association 
seeks volunteers for a tree 
census of Fell’s Point street 
trees–dead, alive and missing. 
Report Sunday, Oct. 15 at 10AM 
in the Daily Grind for coffee, 
donuts and brief training. Confirm 
attendance, or willingness to help 
in census if unable to attend, at  
david.nizamoff@verizon.net or 
(410) 522-0123. BHWA is a  
www.baltimorewaters.org

& PUMPKIN PARADE AIDES
The Friends of Patterson Park’s 
Great Halloween Lantern Parade 
on Oct 28 needs volunteers to 
be marshals and wranglers. 
Training is on Thursday, 
Oct. 19 at 7PM. Call Lesley 
Gardiner, (410) 276-3676 or 
lesley@pattersonpark.com

LANTERN PARK PARADE

The Oct. 28 parade, teaming the 
Friends and Creative Alliance, 
gathers at the Pulaski Monument 
on Linwood and Eastern Aves. 
at 7PM and winds up Pagoda 
Hill by 7:30 for an animated story 
based on Poe’s “The Raven.” 
Lantern Making Workshops at the 
Alliance, 3134 Eastern Ave., are 
Sundays, Oct. 15 and 22 at 10AM, 
12, 3PM and 5. Registration is 
required for groups over five.  
Free but donations welcome. 
(410) 276-1651.

YET MORE HALLOWEEN

Children in costume are 
welcome free at many venues 
on Halloween. Among events in 
the Square: at 6PM, children’s 
costume judging; at 9:30PM, 
adults’ costume judging; at 7PM, 
Ghost Walk Tour; at 6:15 and 
8PM, Haunted Harbor Cruises.

A new Web site is in town, and with it the Fell’s 
Point Citizens on Patrol hopes to expand capa-
bilities of fighting crime and grime in Southeast 
Baltimore. The site, www.SEBaltimoreCrime.org, 
is the product of several Web-wise residents who 
are concerned with security issues—and it is a di-
rect response to Southeast Liaison Officer Melvin 
Penn’s request to bring police/community commu-
nications into a regular forum.

The Web site promises to do just that. This in-
teractive, real-time community blog will provide 
free space to anyone who wishes to comment on 
a recent crime or grime issue, and to solicit public 
feedback. The site will also offer advice on how 
best to report real-time incidents to the police or 
other city agencies in order to get an appropriate 
response—and what to do if you feel your re-
sponse was inappropriate. Regular feedback from 
Penn is to be included on a bi-weekly basis.

The goal: to shine a bright light on current and 
chronic offenses and to facilitate improved reac-
tions from police and city responders for those 
who feel embattled by trash dumping, quality-of-
life offenses, street crime and perception of police 
inaction. FPCOP formed a decade ago to address 
these issues, initially focussing on evening patrols 
by members, most of whom learned from Penn 

what to watch for. A monthly newsletter helped 
spread awareness.

After a few years the patrols dwindled and the news-
letter, now called The Fell’s Pointer, evolved into a 
more general news publication. In part this reflected 
crime rates far below those in much of the city. But 
crime and other lawlessness remain core issues here 
as the neighborhood gradually evolves. On Oct. 4. 
for instance, Black Olive restaurateur Stelios Spilia-
dis came to the Homeowners’ Association meeting 
asking for neighbors’ help after a particularly har-
rowing encounter with the police.

Called when burglary alarms sounded at the Bond 
Street site, the arriving police seemed to speculate 
that the intruder was gone a little prematurely. 
After some debate with police regarding their as-
sumptions on how the intruder came and went, 
Spiliadis himself lead another search—this time 
with lights on—to find the intruder hiding under 
a table. Followthrough after finding the intruder 
was less than ideal as well. Spiliadis lives near the 
restaurant and said he now fears for his safety on 
this classic restored neighborhood street.

The new site will also be a source for praise of 
police action, as well as a resource for sharing about 
chronic offenders. Case in point: repeated threats to 

Web Site for ‘Point’s Crime, Grime–www.SEBaltimoreCrime.org– 
Provides Forum for Community and Police
by Colleen Doering

Nick Filipidis started having Fell’s Point in for 
breakfast 25 years ago, and the coffee’s still hot. 
Politicians, movie crews and TV cameras come 
and go. Filipidis, the father of Jimmy and the 
engine of Jimmy’s, keeps his eye and his business 
on the Square.

“You see Shakespeare Street? I remember when it 
was so clean nobody dared toss a butt on it,” said 
Filipidis, taking a cigarette break in front of his 
restaurant. “The old ladies of Shakespeare Street 
wouldn’t let them.” He can remember the name 
of every stand that prospered or succumbed in the 
now sagging markets just up Broadway.

Jimmy’s has been in the family for 60 years. A 
White Marsh resident, Filipidis bought it from 
his father-in-law, Peter W. Angelos (no relation 
to the personal-injury lawyer), who purchased it 
from Nick’s father, James (Jimmy) Filipidis. Nick 
is still there daily, and his wife Lydia is still in the 
business, but his 31-year-old son Jimmy took over 
last November.

In the ‘40s the property belonged to Mamie Brill. 
The store was about a quarter of the size it is now 
and it was basically a fish stand. In 1946 James 
Filipidis made it a prototype of 7-11, stocking 
everything from school supplies and nylons to 
hamburgers and subs.

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XIV

If This Is Jimmy’s, You Must Be Nick
By Mark Walker

Photo by Lew Diuguid
Son Jimmy Filipidis with restaurateur Nick Filipidis. 

www.SEBaltimoreCrime.org
Photo by Lew Diuguid

Pride II Comes to Fun Festival          

The Pride of Baltimore II pulled in with the sun to the 
Preservation Society’s Fun Festival last Sunday, along  
with city fireboats. The Black-Eyed Susan sternwheeler  
was notable by its temporary removal from leased  
dockage on the pier. This week the foot of Broadway is 
hosting entrees in the annual schooner race.
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Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
Garbage Bags Are No
Longer Allowed

TRASH

Place trash outside in cans  
after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Garbage bags are 
no longer allowed, except in 
trash cans!

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month 
except holidays.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

Fell’s Point Community 
Organization has no October 
meeting.

Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every 
other month at the Polish 
National Alliance,  
1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique 
Dealers’ Association: Call 
(410) 675-4776.

The Fell’s Point 
Development Corp. 
Board meets at 8AM on 
first Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. On third 
Tuesdays, the Board 
meets at 8AM in Tea-
ology, 1705 Eastern 
Avenue, followed by an 
Open Business Forum at 
9AM, also in Tea-ology, 
with all business  
owners welcome.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’ 
Association and 
Greenspace Action 
Partnership will meet 
jointly on Wednesday,  
Nov. 1, at 7PM, Bertha’s 
2nd Floor, to hear Struever 
Bros.’ plans for helping 
complete the renovation 
of Thames Street Park.

Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill: 
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net.  
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

thanks!

Armed Robbery–Once in the Blue Moon
By George Zokle

Nothing quite hits the spot after a night on the 
city like a plate of hash browns, and where better 
than in the Blue Moon Café on Aliceanna Street? 
After midnight on a Saturday last month, they 
came with a side order of hoodlums.

Just after 3AM, with a staff of two and about ten 
customers on hand, three young men arrived wear-
ing baseball caps, sunglasses, bandanas and black 
pants. One waited outside while the other two 
occupied the doorway and main floor of the café. 
“This is a holdup!” shouted a 16-year-old, waving 
a firearm. Customers began to empty their wallets 
to appease the gunman. The two employees were 
able to slip away.

As it happened, several patrons were off-duty 
military. The teen-aged gunman let his guard 
down for an instant by turning his back on them. 

In one more elapsed second he was floored–and 
the perimeter secured. A shot fired in the fracas 
burrowed harmlessly in a wall, but ten feet from 
a customer. The stakeout and the doorman fled. 
Someone called 911 and police arrived within 
minutes to detain the young man. Customers were 
taken to the police station for interviews.

Are there lessons here? The café now keeps its 
doors locked during the late-night shift and asks 
customers to knock for entry. As in most places in 
the city, customers need to be aware of their sur-
roundings: look at nearby alleyways and parking 
lots for suspicious individuals.

By no means would this deter me from late nights 
at the Blue Moon. For all concerned, though, it 
is important to remember that most people take 
their hash browns seriously.

Artscape for Mike on Fleet Street
Michael Sibert, who died on the streets in April, has found a home 
on Fleet Street in the art of another street person, a Russian named 
Yuri. This painting at 1731 Fleet Street sold for $500, said the Antique 
Man, Bob Gerber, who has a larger portrait by Yuri for sale at the 
main store, 1806 Fleet. Gerber befriended both men and objects to 
the nickname “Mad Mike” that the ‘Pointer used for the habitue of the 
Daily Grind, saying he was known by his peers as the Bitch Man for 
the word he favored in his Tourette rages.

During the late ‘60s Jimmy’s focused on the res-
taurant business. Since the store had no waitresses, 
customers placed orders and toted their own food 
and drink to the counter. Nick’s father-in-law 
added microwave ovens, dishwashers, daily specials 
and platters. Fell’s Point evolved from blue collar 
to a tincture of upper middle class but Jimmy’s still 
caters to workaday Joes and Janes.

Still, it is memorable for the celebrities who come 
to a breakfast of politics. Stars from such films as 
“Liberty Heights” and “Sleepless in Seattle” were 
Jimmy’s customers, as were TV luminaries of “The 
Wire” and “Homicide.” Jimmy’s long-time friend, 
William Donald Schaefer, had his own table when 
he was mayor. He bought a house around the cor-
ner. Last month, actor Bill Cosby paid a visit.

A few years ago, Nick’s father-in-law received a call 
from the White House. Hillary Clinton wanted 
to host an important all-day meeting at Jimmy’s. 
At first, Nick thought it was a prank. Prior to 
Hillary’s visit came bomb-sniffing German Shep-
herds and CIA agents. This was about the only 
time Jimmy’s closed to its public.

For almost a decade Jimmy’s has been featured on 
WJZ TV every Monday morning. This started 
when Nick received a call from Marty Bass, who 
wanted to beef up the station’s early morning news 
ratings. His idea was to get local people on the street 
to sing either “Monday, Monday,” a Mama’s & the 
Papa’s classic, or Dolly Parton’s “It’s just another 
manic Monday.” The latter became the signature.

Bass intended to visit around the city but couldn’t 
find enough people to do this during the wee 

hours of the mornings. Since Jimmy’s opens every 
day at 5AM, WJZ decided to have Ron Matz host 
at Jimmy’s every Monday morning. Eventually 
WJZ decided to invite groups to come sing. Once 
a live band played as patrons were trying to eat 
their breakfast.

Some of Jimmy’s employees have been with him 
since the store opened. They put 4,000 eggs, 300 
pounds of potatoes, 100 pounds of sausage and 
120 pounds of bacon on the tables every week.

Nice plans…but 
where’s the butcher?

…and the vegetables?

Ladies, do you 
know where 
there’s a nearby 
pharmacy?

BRICK BANTER

CAVACOS

neighbors by a prostitute and her partner is begin-
ning to result in stronger police action through 
persistent reporting by residents. It is this sort of 
response that the Web site hopes to better facilitate.

SEBaltimoreCrime.org welcomes input from the 
entire Southeast community, and suggests frequent 

visits to the site to keep apprized of the goings-on. 
FPCOP is seeking to coordinate this service with 
the long-standing Southeastern District Police 
Community Relations Council and its president, 
Melissa Techentin (www.sepcrc.org), and with 
other groups sharing security concerns. Techentin 
termed the effort “…a terrific idea.”

“Web Site…” continued from page 1

“If This is Jimmy’s…” continued from page 1


