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Happenings
FIRST A NON-HAPPENING: 

The Fell’s Pointer voluntary staff 
takes vacation in August. Its 
next issue will appear Sept. 9.

PRIVATEER DAY AUG. 12

The Development Corp. will 
celebrate Privateer Day in a 
maritime way on Saturday, 
Aug, 12, from noon to 5PM, 

urging attendees 
to deck out in 
period costumes 
in the “Seaport 
Village With a 
Past” and telling 
of past derring-do. 
Daytime events 
for the young at 
Thames Street and 
Broadway include 
talk with living 
history characters, 
sea chantey 
singers, the story 
of pirates on the 
Chesapeake from 
Captain Billy Baye 
and the town crier 
report of news from 
the front in the War 
of 1812. Celebrants 
can sail from 
Broadway Pier on 

the Clipper City and sample food 
from local pubs and restaurants. 
From 6PM to 2AM, aging pirates 
can join a grog crawl, with 
tickets and maps available in the 
square from noon to 9.

ENEY, ECLECTIC ELEMENTS 
HONORED

Baltimore Heritage presented 
Robert Eney of Fell’s Point its 
award for leaders of preservation 
advocacy in Baltimore. A battler 
to save the neighborhood 
from demolition for a highway 
in the 1970s, he “instigated 
and oversaw a nomination for 
National Register of Historic 
Places which was critical” in the 
effort. Now he is in the effort to 
save Saint Stanislaus Kostka 
buildings from demolition.

Also awarded was the 
restoration of half a block of 
South Broadway by Susan 
Singer and Steve Shulhoff 
to create Eclectic Elements 
furniture store.

HARD TIMES—NO HARD CRABS

With the closing of Crabby 
Dick’s, ‘Pointer will have to 
fi nd hard crabs in Canton this 
summer. Patrick Russell of 
Kooper’s had vowed to take up 
the slack but wriggled off the 
hook, saying he had not enough 
room in his three restaurants on 
Thames Street.

JAZZ IN THAMES PARK JULY 20

The Greenspace Action 
Partnership with a grant from 
the City is offering jazz in the 
gazebo of Thames Street Park 
on Thursday, July 20 at 6-9PM. 
Peabody musicians will play in the 
‘Point’s central park, which GAP 
has taken up as an improvement 
project. Plans for a major overhaul 
will be displayed during the 
concert. Picnickers welcome.

9/11 NOMINEES DUE AUG. 10

9/11 Selfl ess Community Service 
Award submissions are being 
accepted until Aug. 10 by Jack 
Trautwein, 1704 Lancaster Street.

TT
A revised development team still headed by J.J. 
Clarke has announced a new set of major changes 
in the plan accepted by Fell’s Pointers for rede-
velopment of Rec Pier. Whereas the “boutique” 
hotel promised two years ago was to have 145 
rooms—increased last March to 176—the latest 
fi gure is 185. And while the original vow was for 
off -site valet parking except 25 spaces leased to 
Moran tugs, the new “spa” hotel now is to occupy 
the street level of the historic structure with 77 
parking spaces.

Clarke’s original partner, HRI Properties of New 
Orleans, dropped out after Hurricane Katrina 
and has been replaced by Focus—which devel-
oped the downtown Hampton Inn two years 
ago. Th e other equity partner is Sylvan Cornblatt 
of Belt’s Landing. Baltimorean Clarke initially 
assured that the Kimpton group would operate 
the hotel but he told Th e Sun last month that 
no hotelier has been chosen. Although the Task 
Force of community groups named a committee 

under Jennifer Etheridge as liaison with Clarke, 
it has not met for months. Eff orts were underway 
to give him a hearing.

Clarke still predicts repair of the City-owned Pier 
will begin in the fall and public spaces including 
the ballroom-
hotel lobby will 
be forthcom-
ing. He said in 
January that he 
and Cornblatt 
would take title 
from the City in 
April. Th at hasn’t 
happened but an 
offi  cial told Th e 
Sun that the City 
remains confi -
dent “this deal is 
going to move 
forward quickly.”

Rec Pier Now to Become ‘Spa’ Hotel, With 185 Rooms
–And Space Devoted to Parking 77 Cars 

Rebuilt Market Proposed In Revival of Broadway
A pair of local developers are circulating plans 
for resurrection of the bedraggled 600 block of 
South Broadway that would center on restoring 
the Broadway Market building between Fleet 
and Eastern to its stately pre-fi re height of three 
stories and resurrecting street-level commerce on 
its fl anks. Apartments would occupy the mostly 
vacant upper fl oors of the aged row houses that 
characterize the block.

To help pay for the preservation eff ort and to 
move parking and service vehicles off  Broadway, 
the developers would build an 11-story parking/
apartments building on Bethel Street immedi-
ately to the west. Attendees at the June 28 Task 
Force meeting applauded all but the high building 
and pled for an alternative to that.

Dan Winner and Dave Holmes have been buy-
ing properties on both sides of the downtrodden 
block, including the vacant Crabby Dick’s. Th ey 
say they have committed about $14 million so far 
and have hired Design Collective architects. Plans 
include a green area between the markets and en-
hanced walks, now pinched by parking. Th e upper 
market, truncated after a fi re in the 1950s, would 
become the center of commerce.

Visiting ex-resident Steve Bunker said at the 
Task Force meeting that holding fi rm against the 
proposed 11-story building was critical because he 
foresees pressure soon for high-rise development of 
the current H&S Bakery property just to west.

ContinuedContinuedC

POINT’S PRIME CHARACTERS-XI

Night Watchman Brought Heavenly Bodies to Broadway
By Mark Walker

On a crisp November night in 1986 the Walker 
brothers inadvertently attended a star-studded 
premier at the foot of Broadway featuring Her-
man Heyn, soon to be known as the Street-Corner 
Astronomer. He had set up an eight-inch, $1,200 
telescope and was giving moonstruck onlookers a 
close-up of the heavens.

Underneath the tripod lay an inverted straw hat 
soliciting tips for his science, aff ability and entre-
preneurship. A sign requested $1 but the impecu-
nious could peep through the refl ex telescope free 
of charge. Soon the courtly Heyn became a con-
stellation in the Fell’s Point fi rmament. Lately he’s 

Photo by Lew Diuguid 
Afl oat to Defend Embattled Ann Street Site

With the mitered Mark Walker 
in the fore, opponents of plans for 

demolition of most of the ex-
St. Stanislaus Church property 

take to the harbor with a 
microphone and signs to oppose 
the sale by the Franciscan Order. 



Printing cost for this month’s 
newsletter was generously 

donated by John Steven Ltd.
and Henderson’s Wharf

…and by contributions from 
our readers. Design and 

layout contributed by Doyle 
Communications

Schedules
Garbage Bags Are No
Longer Allowed

TRASH

Place trash outside in cans 
or after 6AM on Mondays and 
Thursdays. All Trash must go 
in cans!

RECYCLING

Place outside by 7AM on 
collection day. Glass, metal and 
plastic in blue plastic bags on 
the second and fourth Monday 
of each month.

Paper and cardboard in paper 
bags, cardboard boxes or tied 
with string on the second and 
fourth Fridays of each month.

NEIGHBORHOOD MEETINGS

FPCO RegeneratesFPCO Regenerates: The Fell’s 
Point Community Organization 
has a new president, Floyd 
Sowell, and a rededication 
to causes along Aliceanna 
Street between Broadway 
and Ann. The group will meet 
on Tuesday, July 11 at 7PM 
at The Preservation Society, 
808 South Ann.  Dan Winner 
and Dave Holmes head the 
agenda with their proposed 
development plans for the 600 
block of Broadway and Sowell 
said the scope and particularly 
the height of the proposal are 
of major interest to the group—
along with imminent destruction 
of buildings at St. Stan’s.

A sign of FPCO’s renewal is 
posted along its streets in the 
form of residential parking 
permit notices that embrace 
eligibility for merchants.

Douglass Place:Douglass Place: Third 
Wednesday of every other 
month at the Polish National 
Alliance, 1637 Eastern Avenue, 
(410) 563-1297.

Fell’s Point Antique Dealerss Point Antique Dealers’
Association: Call 410.675.4776.

The Fell’s Point Development The Fell’s Point Development 
Corp.Corp. Board meets at 8AM 
on fi rst Tuesdays at True 
Restaurant. On third Tuesdays, 
the Board meets at 8AM in Tea-
ology, 1705 Eastern Avenue, 
followed by an Open Business 
Forum at 9AM, also in Tea-
ology, with all business owners 
welcome.

Fell’s Point Homeowners’
Association: First Wednesdays, 
7PM, Bertha’s 2nd Floor.

Greenspace Action Partnership: Greenspace Action Partnership: 
Second Tuesdays, 6PM, Visitor 
Center, 410.675.6750 ext 10.

Society for the Preservation of Society for the Preservation of 
Fell’s Point and Federal Hill:
Call (410) 675-6750.

The Fell’s Pointer is 
published monthly by 
volunteers of Fell’s Point 
Citizens on Patrol, Inc. 
Questions, input and 
participation in patrols 
and this newsletter 
are welcome. E-mail 
fpcop@verizon.net. 
Online www.fpcop.com. 
Write to P.O. Box 6137, 
Baltimore, MD 21231

“Night Watchman…” continued from page 1

MARITIME PARK DEDICATED

Living Classrooms and more than 100 invitees opened the Frederick Douglass-
Isaac Myers Maritime Park, now the ‘Point’s primary public space, on June 28. 
Refl ecting the complex origins of the project and its multiple benefactors, the stage 
at the west foot of Thames Street was heavy with dignitaries. But as with past 
presentations by the Foundation, the stars were students of its Crossroads Middle 
School who vowed to take their lessons from Douglass and Myers.

Patricia Schmoke, chair of the Park’s board, described how the $13.8 million effort 
of restoring and expanding historic Chase’s Wharf began during her husband Kurt’s 
mayoralty. Mayor Martin O’Malley praised “the diversity of people who have come 
together to save this building . . . It was not inevitable.” Among the many singled 
out was Doug Grinath, who supervised a team including Classroomers that revived 
Chase’s and built its modern annex.

pursued the peerage 
of the Inner Har-
bor. But, now 75, 
he was back for an 
encore on the Square 
recently, off ering 
exclusives of Saturn 
and its rings.

Until 1950, Heyn’s 
father owned Heyn’s 
Clothing Store at 
415 South Broad-
way, next to G.C. 
Murphy’s. When his 

father took Herman to New York on a business 
trip he saw a man at Times Square let people in 
on the moon through his telescope for 10 cents. 
Another inspiration came in the astronomy lessons 
of Miss Wicker at Garrison Junior High. In 1946, 
his father bought him a telescope.

After Heyn graduated from City College, his astro 
interest waned for 18 years—as he served in the 
Korean War, management and substitute teaching. 
But In the early ‘70s he bought another telescope, 
and in 1986 Haley’s Comet made a return visit.

A year later Heyn started lugging his 42-pound 
equipment to Charles Village and the Rotunda 
Shopping Center, and for over a decade his “Hav-
A-Look” Schmidt-Cassegrainian telescope lit up 
the dusk at the foot of Broadway several nights 
a week. I was always in line when Heyn was in 
Fell’s Point.

In 1988, to celebrate Mars coming closer to Earth 
than it had for 17 years, he threw a “Mars Party.” 
Despite gray skies, hundreds of people showed 
up for a look at celestial bodies as youngsters and 
adults joined in a masquerade contest—bug-eyed 
moth costumes, Mr. Spock elf ears, antennas pro-
truding from the back of heads. Miss Solar System 
won the contest.

For children, Heyn supplies a milk crate to stand 
on, souvenir galaxy stickers, a constellation map, 
and a mnemonic for the planets: “My very edu-
cated mother just sent us nine pizzas” equals Mer-
cury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn Uranus, 
Neptune, and Pluto.

“Some things just stick in your memory,” Heyn 
said the other evening. “I remember one Fell’s 
Point gentleman saying, ‘If I die tomorrow, I’ll die 
content knowing that I at least got to see one of 
Jupiter’s moons before I went.’”

For a number of years Heyn rotated between the 
Inner Harbor and Fell’s Point after winning in 
1992 his four-year battle to set up at Harbor-
place. Eventually he moved his entire operation 
there because the tips and hours were better, and 
Harborplace gives street performers free parking. 
A Waverly resident for 28 years, Heyn continues 
supplementing his social security income with a 
photography business and of course his stargazing. 
Now with 19 years in space, he said he’d like to 
retire at 20. Th ere’s talk of a sunset reprise in Fell’s 
Point—and, who knows, maybe a Saturn Soiree 
on the Square for the man who has brought the 
heavens to the foot of Broadway.

Shoe Palace Makeover Stalls–Neighborhood Feels the Pinch 
Residents and business owners along the 1800 
block of Eastern Avenue were thrilled when Pat 
Massey of Massey Homes bought the old Shoe 
Palace to rehab it. After all, the Palace’s facade was 
no one’s idea of a Fell’s Point beauty: Formstone 
uppers on three row houses of varying heights, 
pulled together on the fi rst fl oors as the old palace 
and adorned with shabby shoe signs. Massey 
planned to redo the fi rst-fl oor retail space and have 
her offi  ce upstairs. Th e old shoe would grace the 
neighborhood.

As the project lingered in the planning stages, 
Massey worked with the community to limit 
dumping of trash at the vacant property and re-
sponded to questions. But after gutting of interiors 
began and Formstone came off , work suddenly 
stopped—allegedly because of complications 
that popped up. Months passed and public safety 
concerns rose. Metal strips hung down and wires 
dangled onto the sidewalk, and large pieces of 
broken plate glass hovered above pedestrians. Plus 
there was the fear that the building was structur-
ally unsound and in danger of collapse. A Fire De-
partment inspector entered from overhead, fi nding 
the site too dangerous to walk through.

Th e mayor’s offi  ce, though, conveyed the Build-
ing Code Enforcement fi nding that while the 
buildings “are in poor condition” they are “not in 
imminent danger of collapse. Th e Vacant Build-
ing Notice should be enforced.” Soon the strips 
and wires were gone. And a dangling shard of glass 
was removed by the fi re department as they hap-
pened upon it while on another call. Massey said 
she was sidetracked but would refocus on the old 
Shoe Palace. For now, it remains an ill fi t with the 
neighborhood, and decidedly down at the heel. 

thanks!thanks!

“Night Watchman…” continued from page 1
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Astronomer Herman Heyn 

undimmed by lights of Broadway. 

Doug Grinath

Photo by Colleen Doering
Looking forward to better times ahead.


